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Roll of National Convention, 



* Present. t Previoasly reported. t Deceased. 



National President *Lizabeth A. Turner, Boston, Mass. 

National Senior Vice-Pres, . . . *Mary A. Ninekirk, Louisville,' Ky. 
National Junior Vice-Prea, . . . *Henrietta Stiesmeier, St. Louis, Mo. 

National Secretary *Harriette L. Reed, Dorchester, Mass. 

National Treasurer ^Isabelle T. Bagley, Zanesville, Ohio. 

National Chaplain ...... ♦Sarah A. C. Plummer, Lansing, Mich. 

National Inspector *Mary L. Carr, Longmont, Col. 

National Counselor ♦Margaret Ray Wickins, Sabetha, Kan. 

National L and L Officer .... ♦Ella Jordan Mason, Biddeford, Me. 

MEMBERS OF EXECUTIVE BOARD. 

♦Ellen F. Daniels Charleston, W. Va. 

♦Emma B. Alrich Cawker City, Kan. 

♦Charlotte E. Wright New Haven, Conn. 

Alice A. Henry Chester, Vt. 

♦Frances E. Moore Missoula, Mont. 

Life Members of Executive Board, 

E. Florence Barker Maiden, Mass. 

♦Annie Wittenmyer Sanatoga, Pa. 

Sarah E. Fuller Medford, Mass. 

Members National TT.B.C. Home Board, 

t Annie Wittenmyer Sanatoga, Pa. 

Pluma L. Cowles Geneva, Ohio. 

♦Charity Rusk Craig Viroqua, Wis. 

t Margaret Ray. Wickins Sabetha, Kan. 

♦Emma B. Lowd Salem, Mass. 

Honorary Members, 

Paul Van Der Voort Omaha, Neb. 

Clara Barton Washington, D.C. 
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FOURTEENTH NATIONAL CONVENTION OF 



PAST NATIONAL OFFICERS. 



Past National President 



Past Nat Sen, Vice-President 



Past Nat Jun, Vice-President 



E. Florence Barker, Maiden, Mass. 
*Kate Brownlee Sherwood, Canton, O. 

Sarah E. Fuller, Medford, Mass. 

Elizabeth D'Arcy Kinne, 

San Francisco, Cal. 
^Enima Stark Hampton, Detroit, Mich. 
tCliarity Rusk Craig, Viroqua, Wis. 
tAnnie Wittenmyer, Sanatoga, Pa. 

Mary Sears McHenry, Denison, la. 

Sue A. Pike Sanders, Bloomington, 111. 
t Margaret Ray Wickins, Sabetha, Kan. 

Sarah C. Mink, Watertown, N.T. 
♦Emma R. Wallace, Chicago, 111. 

tKate Brownlee Sherwood, Canton, O. 

Sarah E. Fuller, Medford, Mass. 

Elizabeth D'Arcy Kinne, 

San Francisco, Cal. 

Sarah C. Nichols, Auburn, N.Y. 

Cora Day Young, Scotland, Pa. 
*Abbie Lynch, Allegheny, Pa. 

Emma B. Manchester, Lincoln, Neb. 
tLizabeth A. Turner, Boston, Mass. 
t Margaret Ray Wickins, Sabetha, Kan. 
*Ida V. Hendricks, Washington, D.C. 

Jennie Myerhofif, Evansville, Ind. 

Helen S. Morrison, Smethport, Penn. 

Mary E. Stimson, Denver, Col. 
} Lizzie Anderson, Topeka, Kan. 

Adeline P. Kent, Portsmouth, N.H. 
JMary E. Starkweather, St. Paul, Minn. 
tMary J. Ingraham, Woodbridge, N.J. 

Inzetta A. Small, Lewiston, Me. 
{Frances R. Martin, New Haven, Conn, 
t Bessie E. Young, Kansas City, Mo. 

Mary Lyle Reynolds, Covington, Ky. 

Abbie J.Whittier,New Brunswick, N.J. 

Amanda T. Newcomb, Montpelier, Vt» 

Lizzie R. Herrick, Seattle, Wash. 
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THE woman's SBLIBF CORPS. 



Past National Secretary 



Past National Treasurer 
(t tt (t 



Sarah £. Fuller, Medford, Mass. 

Emma D. Sibley Pease, Toledo, O. 
^Eleanor B. Wheeler, Boston, Mass. 

Nellie G. Backus, San Francisco, Cal. 

Armilla A. Cheney, Detroit, Mich. 

Hettie M. Nichols, Viroqua, Wis. 
t Abbie Lynch, Allegheny, Pa. 

Hannah R. Plimpton, Cleveland, O. 

Ella Cobean, Delavan, III. 

Flora Preston Hogbln, Sabetha, Kan. 

Sarah E. Phillips, Syracuse, N.Y. 
^Jennie Bross, Chicago, 111. 

tLizabeth A. Turner, Boston, Mass. 
Armilla A. Cheney, Detroit, Mich. 
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FOURTEENTH NATIONAL CONVENTION OF 



DEPARTMENTS. 



CALIFOENIA AND NEVADA. 
[Organized Febkuary 20, 1895.] 



Department President 
Senior Vice-President 
Junior Vice-President 

Secretary 

Treasurer 

Past Department President 



Delegates, 
♦Catherine E, Atkinson (at large), 

Berkeley. 
♦Louisa M. Smith, Oakland. 
♦Helen M. Clark, East Los Angeles. 
Franccna Austin, Los Angeles. 



Laura J. Robinson, San Francisco. 
Martha A. Chapin, Los Angeles. 
Sarah A. Tripp, Stockton. 
Lizzie M. Hatch, San Francisco. 
Susie J. Harris, Santa Cruz. 
Elizabeth D'Arcy Kinne, 

San Francisco. 
B. Jane Russell, The Dalles, Oregon. 
Lizzie D. Waterman, Berkeley. 
Geraldine E. Frisbie, Menlo Park. 
P. Stanton Marshall, Reno, Nevada. 
Emma G. Gillingham, Santa Barbara. 
Jennie L. Southworth, Stockton. 
Abbie E. Johnston, Los Angeles. 
Irene E. Gibson, Oakland. 
A Ita M. Comstock, Santa Cruz. 

Alternates. 
Louisa Hook (at large), 

Pasadena. 
Louisa Buckles, Suisun City. 



COLORADO AND WYOMING. 

[Organized June 25, 1885.] 

Department President *Ella L. C. Dwinell, Colorado Springs, 

Col. 

Senior Vice-President *Fannie D. Hardin, Denver, Col. 

Junior Vice-President Effie V. B. Aldrich, Monte Visto, Col. 

Secretary Marion Sutton, Colorado Springs, Col. 

Treasurer Clara Rapp, Denver, Col. 
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THE WOMAN'S RELIEF CORPS. 



COLORADO AND WYOMING, Continued. 



Past Department President . . . Catherine C. Kennedy, Denver, Col. 

. Mary Jewett Telford, Grand Junction, 

Col. 

Augusta B. Henderson, Omaha, Neb. 

America Anderson, Denver, Col. 

Climena G. Howard, Greeley, Col. 
, tMary L. Carr, Longmont, CoL 
, »Laura S. Dodge, Boulder, Col. 

Janette L. Todd, Denver, Col. 

Anna B. Holliday, Laramie, Wyo. 

Delegates, Alternates, 

*Lydia C. Young (at large), Jessie S. Purrier (at large), 

Evans, Col. Gunnison, Col. 

*ElIen B. Hojbrook, Anna K. Dennie, 

Colorado Springs, Col. Cripple Creek, Col. 

*Etta Coan, Boulder, Col. Clementine S. Hawes, Greeley, Col. 



CONNECTICUT. 
[Organized April 1, 1884.] 



Department President 
Senior Vice-President 
Junior Vice-President 

Secretary 

Treasurer 

Past Department President 



Delegates, 

Mary J. Moxley (at large), 

Norwich. 

Eliza A. Kinlock, New Britain. 

Emma M. Goodrich, Wallingford. 
*Anna R. Loomis, Rockville. 
♦Mary F. Noxon, Middletown. 



♦Lizzie H. Arnold, New Haven. 
, ^Cordelia A. Blakeman, Shelton. 

Sarah A. Darrow, New London. 
tCharlotte E. Wright, New Haven. 

Jane C. Pultz, Plantsville. 

Elizabeth C. Keifer, Waterbury. 

Mary J. Dyer, New Haven. 

Mary J. Merriman, Bristol. 

Harriet S. Durfee, Middletown. 

Jennie E. W. Smith, Winsted. 
♦Harriet J. Bodge, Hartford. 
♦Augusta B. Hammond, Rockville. 
tCharlotte E. Wright, New Haven. 

Florence L. Haydn, Meriden. 

Alternates, 

Minnie J. Dart (at large), 

Hartford. 
♦Minnie A. Dewey, Mystic. 
♦Mary T. Jewett, Cobalt. 
♦Mary E. A. Quigley, Waterbury. 

Mary D. Goodnow, West Winsted. 
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b FOURTEENTH NATIONAL CONVENTION OF 

IDAHO. 

[Obganized June 12, 1805.] 

Department President Mattie D. Budlong, Coeur d'Alene. 

Senior Vice-President Mary Giffin, Lewiston. 

Junor Vice-President Norta Bacon, Post Falls. 

Secretary Lillie M. Nesbitt, Coeur d'AIene. 

Treasurer H. Mary Warren, Post Falls. 

Past Department President . . . Alwilda Smith, Moscow. 

Delegate, Alternate, 

♦Sarah E. Pickering (at large), Kachel A. Hervey (at large), 

Genessee. Boise City. 



ILLINOIS. 
[Organized January 30, 1884.] 



Department President 
Senior Vice-President 
Junior Vice-President 

Secretary 

Treasurer 

Past Department President 



Delegates. 
♦Minnie M. Kyle (at large), Chicago. 
♦Martha K. Baxter, Springfield. 
Emma Powell, Belleville. 
♦Nellie Stitsel, Pecatonica. 
♦Lizzie Hubbard, Aurora. 
♦Sarah Painter, Streator. 
♦Electa L. Finley, Quincy. 
♦Margaret I. Sandes, Chicago. 
♦Florence O. McClelland, Chicago. 
♦Susie Snow, Ottawa. 
♦Elizabeth Chapman, £. St. Louis. 
♦Rebecca North, Hoopeston. 
♦Emily F. O'Connell, Elgin. 
♦Jennie S. Packard, Bloomington. 



♦Mary E. McCauley, Olney. 

Ella Scragg, Aurora. 
♦Carrie T. Alexander, Belleville. 
♦Myrtle B. McCauley, Olney. 
♦Helen F. Bristol Quincy. 
♦Julia G. Sine, Chicago. 

Clara W. Harral, Aurora. 

Sue A. Pike Sanders, Bloomington. 

Sarah M. Bradford, Peotone. 
♦Delilah A. Leaverton, Palestine. 

Mary A. Bradley, Decatur. 

Sarah E. Hannon, Cairo. 
tEmma R. Wallace, Chicago. 
♦Flo Jamison Miller, Monticello. 

Alternates, 
Mary Patier (at large), Cairo. 
Carrie Locke, Englewood. 
♦Ida M. Briggs, Chicago. 
Lizzie Watkins, Cairo. 
Sophia Demuth, Alton. 
Gertrude Hall, Delavan. 
Mary Haynes, Chicago. 
Martha L. Robinson, Vernon. 
Eliza A. Dillon, Chicago. 
Margaret Evans, Charleston. 
Mary L. Hardy, LeRoy. 
Emma S. DeVoe, Harvey. 
♦Mary Bowra, Chicago. 
S. Isabelle Webster, Monmouth. 
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INDIANA. 
[Organized September 17, 1884.] 



Department President 
Senior Vice-President 
Junior Vice-President 

Secretary 

Treasurer .... 
Past Department President 



♦Mary A. Sims, Frankfort. 
♦Mollie E. Kelly, South Bend. 

Anna Kidder, Goshen. 
•Mary E. Brumbaugh, Frankfort. 

Kate D. Campbell, Frankfort. 
*Alice E. Griflftn, Elkhart. 

Flora Wulschner, Indianapolis. 
♦Loretta J. Gk)rsuch, South Bend. 
*Agnes Hitt, Indianapolis. 

Jennie Myerhoff, Evansville. 
•Melissa Caylor, Noblesville. 

Laura Hess, Indianapolis. 
•Ida S. McBride, Indianapolis. 

Julia S. Conklin, Westfield. 
•Nettie Hansford, Indianapolis. 
•Eliza J. Crisler, Greensburg. 



Delegates. 

•Mary D. Travis (at large), 

Crawfordsville. 
•Julia A. Smith, South Bend. 
•Sarah H. Julian, Delphi. 
•Amanda Edsall, Ft. Wayne. 
•Jennie Brown, Upland. 
•Agnes Smith, Frankfort. 
•Myra Van Ness, Indianapolis. 
•Anna Tucker, Noblesville. 
•Ella D. Zinn, Indianapolis. 
•Mary E. Mitchell, La Fayette. 



Alternates, 

Lucy D. Johnson (at large), 

Rockville. 
Maggie Deacon, New Carlisle. 
Lydia Cowan, Auburn. 
Nettie Turney, Jonesboro. 
Sarah Knight, Anderson. 
Mary P. Waldron, New Castle. 
Lethe Carmichael, Seeleyville. 
Maggie Webb, Greenfield. 
Eliza Payne, Connersville. 
Mary Friend, Jeffersonville. 



IOWA. 

[Organized July 8, 18d4.] 

Department Presiden"; •Helen R. Griffith, Mt. Pleasant. 

Senior Vice-President •Emily Alder, Clarion. 

Junior Vice-President •Ettie Chamberlin, Cedar Rapids. 

Secretary . •Florence M. Griffith, Mt. Pleasant. 

Treasurer . ■ •Helen E. Longley, Marshalltown. 
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FOURTEENTH NATIONAL CONVENTION OF 



IOWA, Continued, 



Past DepartmeDt President 



Delegates. 

*Clara A. Davis (at large), 

Mo. Valley. 
*Belle Schrader, Washington. 
♦Georgia Worker, Davenport. 
♦Elizabeth Longueville, Dubuque. 

Clara B. Smith, Mt. Vernon. 
♦Lizzie Hickle, Clarksville. 
♦Elizabeth Geddes, Ames. 
♦Christine Snyder, Creston. 
♦Jennie H. Trout, Des Moines. 
♦Ellen S. Johnson, Carson. 
♦Ruth B. Condon, Rockwell City. 
♦Mida F. Doane, Humboldt. 
♦Eliza Messer, Hartley. 



. Mattie Dawson Burbage, Agency. 
, ♦Hattie E. Marshall, Wyoming. 
. Clara E. Nichols, Rock Valley. 

Mary Sears McHenry, Denison. 
. Myra E. Hankey, Brooklyn. 

Lottie D. Stocking, Denison. 

Seraphine H. Osgood, Mt. Pleasant. 
. Sara L. Rothrock, Ct dar Rapids. 
. ♦£. Flora Evans, Clinton. 

Alternates. 

Laura Pogne (at large), 

Red Oak. 
Edith Appleton, Bloomfield. 
Lillie H. Baird, Muscatine. 
Helen M. Hawley, Manchester. 
♦Laura S lover, Marengo. 
Mary L. Jarvis, Waverly. 
Louise Rice, Oskaloosa. 
Isabella Frederick, Corning. 
Lizzie Parmenter, Perry. 
Hannah A. Sevies, Dunlap. 
Emilitta Wooster, Mapleton. 
Emma C. Lunsett, Forest City. 
Mary K. Tower, Storm Lake. 



Department President 
Senior Vice-President 
Junior Vice-President 

Secretary 

Treasurer .... 
Past Department President 



KANSAS. 
[Organized Februaby 6, 1889. ] 

. . ♦Julia A. Chase, Hiawatha. 



Margaret Griffith, Emporia. 

Mattie E. Clark, Beloit. 
♦C. Belle Chase, Hiawatha. 

Helen A. Edwards, Minneapolis. 

Louise Brown Hedrick, Olathe. 
t Margaret Ray Wickins, Sabetha. 

Emma A. Bedell, Topeka. 

Ella Powell, Brooklyn. 

Belle C. Harris, Emporia. 

Clara E. Junkerman, Wichita. 

Ida Wilson Moore, Abilene. 

Lucy R. Jones, Norton. 
♦Edith M. Wood, Pittsburg. 
tEmma B. Alrich, Cawker City. 
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KANSAS, Continued. 



Delegates, 

E. C. Forter (at large), Marysville. 
*Abbie L. Vader, Atchison. 
♦Sarah F. Harris, Lecompton. 

Maggie A. Shaw, Dodge City. 
*Emma B. Wells, Beloit. 
♦Dora Wierman, Wamego. 
♦Jennie R. Marsh, Manhattan. 
*Mary B. Crandall, Jewell City. 
*Ann E. Whitney, Cawker City. 



Alternates, 

E. A. Drone (at large), Bonner Springs. 
*Emma Edson, Leavenworth. 

Fannie E. Sanborn, Atchison. 

Civilla Walker, Kansas City, Kan. 

Sarah Domblazer, Fredonia. 

Harriet E. Mapes, Emporia. 

Ellen M. Kimball, Manhattan. 
*011ie May Hutchinson. 

Mattie Fair, Mankato. 



KENTUCKY. 
[Organized September 26, 1886.] 



Department President 
Senior Vice-President 
Junior Vice-President 

Secretary 

Treasurer 

Past Department President 



Delegates. 
*Rosa Harper (at large), Louisville. 
Lizzie Kees, Louisville. 



*Belle Ross Ludwig, West Covington. 

Jennie Eastin, Louisville. 

Pauline Straus, Louisville. 

Hannah Donaldson, Ludlow. 

Lottie Vincent, Covington. 

Mary Lyle Reynolds, Covington. 

Eliza Michie, Covington. 

Carrie L. Davis, Maysville. 

Emma B. Livezey, Covington. 

Amanda M. Davis, Newport. 

Lottie Vincent, Covington. 
IMary A. Ninekirk, Louisville. 
I Josephine M. Kuhnheim, Newport. 

Anna M. McMahan, Bellevue. 

Nannie H. Ross, Louisville. 
Alternates, 

Annie Stiefel (at large), Newport. 

Fannie Miller, Louisville. 



LOUISIANA AND MISSISSIPPI. 
[Organized March 28, 1893.] 

Department President *Selina B. Grey, New Orleans. 

Senior Vice-President *Pri8cilla Taper, New Orleans. 

Junior Vice-President Mary B. Williams, New Orleans. 

Secretary Alice Ruth Moore, New Orleans. 

Treasurer Lavinia De Bose, New Orleans. 

Past Department President . . . *Josephlne B. Lewis, New Orleans. 

Delegates, Alternates, 

•Laura Remage (at large), Jennings. Carrie Devezin (at large), New Orleans. 
Lizzie Davis, New Orleans. Martha Harrison, New Orleans. 



Digitized by 



Google 



12 



FOURTEENTH NATIONAL CONVENTION OF 



MAINE. 

[Oboanized June 17, 1884.] 



Department President 
Senior Vice-President 
Junior Vice-President 

Secretary 

Treasurer 

Past Department President 



♦Belle J. Palmer, Monroe. 

Nancy J. Colby, Rumford. 

Sarah M. Woods, Bangor. 

Helen M. Nealey, Monroe. 

Mary E. Ritchie, Monroe. 

Emily V. Littlefield, Bangor 

Anna E. Wood, . Winthrop. 

Inzetta A. Small, Lewiston. 

Grace E. Howe, Lewiston. 

Clara B. Leavitt, Skowhegan. 
♦Mary E. Inman, Cherry field. 
tElla Jordan Mason, Biddeford. 
♦M. Antoinette Millett, Gorham. 



DelegateH. 

♦Nellie M. Carleton, (at large), 

Winthrop. 
♦Maud L. Merrick, Waterville. 
Rose W. Ritchie, Monroe. 
♦Persis A. Fernald, Monroe. 



Alternates, 

Susan Merrick (at large), 

Waterville. 
Angle L. Learn, Lewiston. 
Elmira A. Jordan, Bangor. 
Louisa Pillsbury, Biddeford. 



Department President 
Senior Vice-President 
Junior Vice-PresMent 

Secretary 

Treasurer 

Past Department President 



MARYLAND. 
[Oboanized June 2, 1887.] 

. ♦Kate Johnson, Baltimore. 



Delegates. 

Julia A. Birch (at large), 

Baltimore. 
Rebecca Arnold, Cumberland. 



Elizabeth Holmes, Baltimore. 
Annie Warwick, Cumberland. 
Lizzie O. Buchta, Baltimore. 
Agnes Zentz, Baltimore. 
Mary E. Wright, Baltimore. 
♦Eliza F. P. Pray, Baltimore. 
Eliza A. Will, Baltimore. 
Mary A. H. Cadden, Baltimore. 
Mary A. Frey, Clayton. 
Ruth A. Graham, Baltimore. 
Sallie A. Moore, Baltimore. 

Alternates, 

M. Virghiia Worth (at large), 

Baltimore 
Barbara Schilling, Cumberland. 
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MASSACHUSETTS. 

[Organized February 12, 1879. Transferred From Union 
Board, 1883.] 



Senior Vice-President . 
Junior Vice-President . 

Secretary 

Treasurer 

Past Department President 



Department President *Helen A. Brigham, 6 'i7 Washington St., 

Boston. 
. Emilie L. W. Waterman, Boston. 

Josephine A. Burdick, North Adams. 
. *Mary E. Elliot, Someryille. 
. Sarah E. Fuller, Medford. 
. Sarah E. Fuller, Medford. 
, E. Florence Barker, Maiden. 

M. Susie Gk>odale, Medford. 
, *S. Agnes Parker, Brockton. 
, tEmma B. Lowd, Salem. 

Mary E. Knowles, Somerville. 
, *Augusta A. Wales, Dorchester. 
, Mary G. Deane, Fall River. 
. *Emily L. Clark, Northampton. 
, *Clare H. Burleigh, Athol. 
. Eva T. Cook, Gloucester. 



Delegates. 

♦Annie M. Wame (at large), 

Waltham. 
♦Harriet E. Kingsley, Northampton. 

Katherine E. Stillings, Boston. 

Adelia A. Adams, E. Cambridge. 

Nellie F. Libbey, Lynn. 
♦Sarah L. Mecuen, Charlestown. 
♦Mary M. Graham, Westminster. 
♦Betsie C. Sampson, Whitman. 

Nellie M. Streeter, Holyoke. 

Fannie Parker, West Acton. 
♦Mary L. Gilman, Roxbury. 
♦Luella R. Meekins, Shelburne Falls. 

Harriet A. Chamberlln, Somerville. 
♦Dorcas H. Lyman, Brighton. 
♦Ray E. Lane, Wakefield. 
♦Martina L. Hamblett, Medford. 
♦Minnie E. Vincent, Co.tage City. 
♦Fannie B. Derby, Springfield. 
♦Phoebe Moor a, Lynn. 

Tryphena C. Berry, South Boston. 



Alternates, 

♦Sara E. Cain (at large), 

East Weymouth. 

Marietta Ayres, Pittsfield. 

Sarah A. Woodside, Woburn. 

Frances Putnam, Melrose. 

Hattie Cottle, Randolph. 
♦Sarah J. Ross, Dorchester. 
♦Mary J. Parkhurst, Gloucester. 
♦Maria W. Going, Charlestown. 

Abbie T. Usher, Newburyport. 

Flora A. Smith, Colrain. 

Addie A. Nottage, East Boston. 

Etta A. Lockhart, Cambridgeport. 
♦Josephine Spear, Orange. 
♦Ellen M. Gill, Medford. 
♦Nellie E. Heald, Northampton. 

Jennie B. Gale, Boston. 

Emma A. Savels, Worcester. 

Angle J. Houghs, Holyoke. 

Mary Landt, Hyde Park. 

Josephine W. Rose, Dorchester. 
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FOURTEENTH NATIONAL CONVENTION OF 



MICHIGAN. 
[Obganized April 2, 1884.] 



Department President 
Senior Vice-President 
Junior Vice-President 

Secretary 

Treasurer 

Past Department President 



Delegates, 

*May S. Knaggs (at large), Bay City. 
*Carrie E. Torrey, Rochester. 

Elizabeth Humphrey, Adrian. 
♦Kate K. Collins, Howell. 
♦Martha Ball, Coldwater. 

Hattie Monroe, South Haven. 
♦Eva A. Gray, Grand Rapids. 

Mary A. Keyes, Ionia. 
♦Virginia Dix, Berrien Springs. 
♦Emma Chamberlain, Flint. 
♦Sarah J. Still, Saginaw. 
♦Jennie A. Wooden, Kalkaska. 
♦Mary A. McConnelly, Flint* 



♦Manda J. Halsted, Concord. 

Nellie P. Qulmby, Saginaw. 

Minnie E. Lewis, Muskegon. 
♦Cora L. Drake, Concord. 
, ♦Flora L. Stahley, Concord. 

Ella W. Shank, Lansing. 
tEmma Stark Hampton, Detroit. 

Mary Sherwood Hinds, Stanton. 
tSarah A. C. Plummer, Lansing. 
♦Louise B. Robbins, Adrian. 

Harriet P. Thompson, Flint. 
♦Abbie R. Flagg, Battle Creek. 

Sara L. Brown, Ithaca. 

Cornelia S. Perry, Coldwater. 
♦Allaseba M. Bliss, Saginaw. 

Ann M. Barney, Kalamazoo. 

Emma E. Knapp, Howell. 

Alternates, 

Mai*y A. Keeler (at large), Saginaw. 
Gertie Pratt, Lake City. 
Emma L. Madden, Plainwell. 
Martha McCabe, Bay City. 
Maggie Gee, Alma. 
Anna S. Grabill, Greenville. 
Kate M. Clark, Mason. 
Marion Watkins, Union City. 
Cordelia McClave, Hillsdale. 
Hannah A. Mason, Owosso. 
Josephine Post, Port Huron. 
Jessie Camlin, Bad Axe. 



MINNESOTA. 
[Organized November 28, 1884.] 

Department President ♦Marie Hasenwinkle, St. Paul. 

Senior Vice-President ♦Marian Salisbury, Minneapolis. 

Junior Vice-President ♦Lenora E. Southworth, Shakopee. 

Secretary ♦Mary H. Kendall, Minneapolis. 

Treasurer ♦Mary A. Horrigan, Minneapolis. 
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MINNESOTA, Continued. 



Past Department President 



Delegates. 

*Ella F. Gearhart, (at large), 

Duluth. 
♦Lulie A. Becker, St. Paul. 
♦Alice Y. Boardwell, Stillwater. 
♦Jennie Strait, Shakopee. 
♦Florence Morris, Litchfield. 
♦Kate £. Irish, Pine Island. 



♦Nettie M. Norton, Minneapolis. 
|Mary £. Starkweather, Minneapolis. 
♦Sarah E. Milham, St. Paul. 
♦Lydia A. George Whitmore, 

Minneapolis. 
♦Mary E. Leavens, Faribault. 
♦Lodusky J. Taylor, Le Sueur. 

Alternates, 

Madeline HoUiday (at large). 

Dodge Center 
Sarah Green, Sleepy Eye. 
Elizabeth Beach, Tracy. 
Cora F. Wright, Minneapolis. 
Sarah K. Clark, Winona. 
Sarah E. Hasler, Red Wing. 



MISSOUKI. 
[Organized March 4, 1885.] 



Department President 
Senior Vice-President 
Junior Vice-President 

Secretary 

Treasurer .... 
Past Department President 



. ♦Lucinda A. Scott, Moberly. 
. Mary McNab, Sedalia. 
. Carrie Enoepfel, Hannibal. 
. Marion B. Bisbee, Moberly. 
. ♦Mary H. Shepherd, Brookfield. 
. tHenrietta Stiesmeier, St. Louis. 
. ♦Sarah J. Marthi, Brookfield, 
. ♦Agnes R. Russell, St. Joseph. 
, t Bessie E. Young, Kansas City. 
. ♦Belle M. Satterly, St. Louis. 
. Agnes C. Sterrett, St. Joseph. 
. ♦Emily S. Parker, St. Louis. 
. ♦Rachel A. Hall, Trenton. 
. Adah G. Briggs, Joplin. 

Delegates, Alternates, 

♦Julia E. Dockery (at large), Louise Heineman (at large), 

Kirksville. St. Louis. 

♦Hattie L. Beach, St. Joseph. Alice C. Risley, West Plains. 

♦Mary W. Birdseye, Nevada. Mollie Bates, Nevada. 



♦Alice Scott, Lathrop. 



Mary M. Showers, St. Louis. 
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FOUBTBBNTH NATIONAL CONVENTION OF 



MONTANA. 

[Organized April 19, 1893.] 

Department President *Amltys P. Manchester, South Butte. 

Senior Vice-President Ella M. Edsall, Bozeman. 

Junior Vice-President . . i . . *Mary E. Short, Livingston. 

Secretary Belle D. Lanning, Butte. 

Treasurer Mary A. Sires, Great Falls. 

Past Department President . . . Isabella Kirkendall, Helena. 
** " **.... tFrances E. Moore, Missoula. 

Delegates, Alternates, 

Etta Angevine (at large), Missoula. Addie H. Mardis (at large), Bozeman. 
Eliza M. Shaw, Helena. Mary E. Skillen, Livingston. 



NEBRASKA. 
[Organized April 2, 1884.] 



Department President 
Senior Vice-President 
Junior Vice-President 

Secretary 

Treasurer 

Past Department President 



Delegates. 

*01ive Ballard (at large), 

Diller. 
♦Elizabeth A. Hull, Omaha. 
♦Emma Gillespie, Lincoln. 
♦Addie Morgan, Orleans. 
Mary K. C. Saxton, Edgar. 
♦Abbie A. Adams, Superior. 
♦Fidelia Rupiper, Harvard. 



♦Rosalie B. Condon, Pawnee City. 

Mary W. Hay, Omaha. 

Almara Philips, Chester. 
♦Mary B. Cook, Lincoln. 
♦Annie F. Church, North Platte. . 

Louise M. Merrill, St. Paul. 

Lyde M. Bohne, Grand Island. 

Emma B. Manchester, Lincoln. 

Mary R. Morgan, Alma. 

Amanda B. Tisdel, Almy, Wyo. 

Mellie C. Hards, Central City. 

Gertrude Horr Connell, Grand Island. 
♦Emily O. Dilworth, Lincoln. 

Alternates, 

Nellie M. Richardson (at large), 

Lincoln. 
♦Ellen Holbrook, Hastings. 
Eliza T. Smith, Sutton. 
Minnie W. Johnson, Harvard. 
Maria E. Miles, Schuyler. 
Lucy O. Austin, Tekamab. 
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NEW HAMPSHIEE. 

[Obganizbd October 21, 1880. Transferred from Unioit 
Board, 1883.] 



Department President 
Senior Vice-President 
Junior Vice-President 

Secretary 

Treasurer 

Past Department President 



Delegates, 

♦Louise S. Jolinson (at large), 

Manchester. 
♦Hattie A. Pierce, Milford. 
♦Sarah M. Saunders, Peterboro. 
♦Lucie A. E. Holt, Candia. 
Parthenia W. Baker, Lebanon. 
♦Lucinda Johnson, Claremont. 



♦Sophia E. Dodge, Amherst. 

Millie A. Worcester, Rochester. 

Ida M. Montgomery, Somersworth. 
♦Flora A. Hanson, Amherst. , 

Sarah R. Wilson, Amherst. 

Mary A. Lull, Milford. 

Mattie M. Buxton, Boston, Mass. 

Adaline P. Kent, Portsmouth. 

Celia F. P. Foster, Milford. 

Nancy W. Moore, Nashua. 

Selina A. Staniels, Concord. 

Sophia D. Hall, Dover. 

Sarah E. Runnells, Nashua. 

Augusta S. Bennett, Manchester. 
♦Fannie E. Minot, Concord. 

Addie S. Hughes, Ashland. 
♦H. Lizzie Foster, Milford. 

Alternates. 

Emma J. Morrill (at large), 

Franklin Falls 
Mary J. Chase, Newport. 
Ann Shepard, Raymond. 
Myra H. Wilkins, Peterboro. 
♦Rosa B. Shepardson, Winchester. 
Emma J. Lougee, Nashua. 



NEW JERSEY. 
[Organized May 6, 1885.] 



Department President 
Senior Vice-President 
Junior Vice-President 

Secretary 

Treasurer 

Past Department President 



♦Mary M. Morse, Plainfield. 
Agnes Foran, Flemington. 
Margaret Wolf, Union Hill. 
Lottie A. Walker, Plainfield. 
Elizabeth A. McVoy, Plainfield. 
Jennie B. Atwood, President. 
Elizabeth M. Work, Newark. 
Abbie J. Whittier, New Brunswick. 
Mary G. Lanning, Trenton. 
Amanda O. Daniels, Trenton. 
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NEW JERSEY, Continued. 

Past Department President . . . Elizabeth H. Amer, New Brunswick. 
" ** **.... *Jennie D. Smith, Plainfield. 

" " " . . . . Sarah A. Reed, Long Branch City. 

** ** **.... *Emma J. Southwick, Trenton. 

Delegates. Alternates. 

^Louisa Makechney (at large), Jennie E. Brokaw (at large), 

Trenton. Plainfield. 

•Maggie Fitzpatrick, Trenton. Annie M. Shields, Flemington. 



NEW YORK. 

[Organized February 7, 1884.] 

[Department President * Annie P. Cleary, Rochester. 

Senior Vice-President Hester A. Hewlett, New York City. 

Junior Vice-President Mary M. Puffer, Binghamton. 

Secretary *Sarah E. Fulton, Rochester. 

Treasurer *Emeline M. Chaffee, Syracuse. 

Past Department President . . . Sarah C. Nichols, Auburn. 
" " **.... Sarah C. Mink, Watertown. 

** '* *' . . . . *Ellen M. Putnam, Buffalo. 

" " . . . . Kate E. Jones, Ilion. 

Delegates. Alternates. 

Nettie M. Hewett (at large), Carthage. ^Lizzie Low (at large), Malone. 
♦Delia Fay, Upper Jay. Florence M. Clark, Brushton. 

♦Hannah Wlckes, Syracuse. Sadie B. June, Rochester. 
*Rosetta Knapp, Syracuse. Hattie Bouton, Marathon. 

Fannie Creary, Penn Yan. Lillie Coyne, Newark. 

♦Jennie Ryan, Syracuse. Mary Tunbridge, Utica. 

♦Annie Werneck, New York City. Julia Grant, Brooklyn. 
♦Florence E. Payne, Gouverneur. Carrie Sayles, Rome. 

♦Mary A. O'Connor, Albany. Clara Kemble, Ilion. 

♦Minnie Butler, Binghamton. ♦Hanna Palmer, Canastota. 

Hattie Mesler, Gasport. Susie H. Carver, Binghamton. 

NORTH DAKOTA. 

[Organized April 23, 1890.] 

Department President ♦Kate G. Vallandigham, Valley City. 

Senior Vice-President Jennie Ball, Grafton. 

Junior Vice-President ♦Martha A. Bigelow, Jamestown. 

Secretary ♦Jessie E. Gordon, Valley City. 

Treasurer Marilla D. Johnson, Valley City. 
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NORTH DAKOTA, Continued. 



Past D^partmoit President 



Delegates, 
^Elizabeth Grass (at large), Fargo. 
♦Amelia Gew*ey, Fargo. 



*Sara E. B. Saiitb, Grand Forks. 
♦Josepliine Folsom, Fargo. 
♦Sue R. Caswell, Grand Forks. 
{Georgiana Henry, Valley City. 
♦Mattie S. Ehrman, Fargo. 
♦Isabella M. Roberts, DeviPs Lake. 
Alternates, 

Kate Black (at large), Valley City. 

Georgia B. McLain, Jamestown. 



OHIO. 
[Obganizbd Januaky 30, 1884.] 



Department President 
Senior Vice-President 
Junior Vice-President 

Secretary 

Treasurer .... 
Past Department President 



Delegates. 
♦Alice W. Fuller (at large), Cleveland 
♦Hattie B. Young, Bowling Green. 
♦Mattie Farnham, Edgerton. 
♦Callie F. Sorgen, Kenton. 
♦Jennie Tucker, Lewisburg. 
♦Lillie Winterstein, Hamilton. 

Ruble Loring, Tiffin. 
♦Sadie A. Hosack, Fredericktown. 
♦Sarali Dean, Milford Centre. 
♦Mary Schrock, Delaware. 
♦Sallie W. Hoff, Miamisburg. 
♦Adelaide Carman, Berea. 
♦Cecelia Harmon, Oberlin. 

Sarah M. Hayward, Conneaut. 
♦Cyntliia Frederick, East Liverpool 
♦Anna E. Pittenger, Uhriclisville. 
♦Helen Putnam, Chillicothe. 



♦Emma F. Cressinger, Ashland. 
♦Mary S. Johnston, Youngstown. 

Mary E. Deweese, Sidney. 

Ella M. Williamson, Ashland. 
♦Jeannette M. Mann, Ashland. 

Sarah M. E. Battells, Akron, 
tisabelle T. Bagley, Zanesville. 

Mary E. Bancroft, Columbus. 

Elizabeth S. Herron, Cincinnati. 

Mary A. McQuiston Lyon, Dayton. 
♦Anna Opdycke Carroll, Defiance. 

Caroline W. Waddell, Mount Vernon. 
♦Sarah D. Winans, Troy. 

Salena F. Springsteen, Cleveland. 
Alternates, 

Lois M. Knauff (at large), Cleveland. 

Philo Parker, North Baltimore. 

Alma Miller, Sherwood. 

Effie Williams, Mt. Victory. 

Lida Patterson, Piqua. 

Lydia Dunham, Mt. Washington. 
♦Daphne Irvine, Sandusky. 

Belle R. Harris, Bucyrus. 

Mary Taylor, West Liberty. 

Montie McFarland, Columbus. 

Jennie Grim, Morrow. 

Henrietta Barnes, Collinwood. 

Nannie Baumgardner, Wooster. 
♦Helen W. Bamum, Geneva. 

Emma L. Ramsdell, Cortland. 

Josephine Atwell, Zanesville. 

Lycetta C. Corns, Ironton. 
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FOURTEENTH NATIONAL CONVENTION OP 



OKLAHOMA. 

[Obganized May 20, 1803.] 

Department President *01ive M. Laux, Oklahoma City. 

Senior Vice-President Nettie M. Wolfe, Nesbitt. 

Junior Vice-President Emily Blair, Dover. 

Secretary Aida L. Adams, Oklahoma City. 

Treasurer Sarah A. Wedge, Hennessey. 

Past Department President . . . Jennie M. Jones, Dover. 

*' ** " .... Emma C. Pomeroy, Perry. 

Delegates. Alternates. 

*Edith Smith (at large), Ponca City. Carrie Parvin (at large), Parvin. 
Clara E. Kelley, Okeene. Mattie McCarrick, Okarche. 



Department President 
Senior Vice-President 
Junior Vice-President 

Secretary 

Treasurer 

Past Department President 



Delegates, 
♦Susan Gwilt (at large), Portland 
♦Sarah Adair, Eugene. 



OREGON. 

[Organized January 28, 1885.] 

♦Sarah M. McCown, Oregon City. 
Alice Connaway, Independence. 
Annie M. Baker, La Grande. 
Jennie B. Harding, Oregon City. 
Fannie L. Cochran, Oregon City. 
Ida M. Babcock, Salem. 
Eliza A. Caukin, Portland. 
Mary Ellis, Dover, 111. 
Julia Abraham, Roseburg. 
Fannie Lounsbury, Portland. 
Nina Fry, Eugene. 
Mary Train, Albany. 
Celia Olmstead, Baker City. 
Nettie J. Ungerman, McMinnville, 
Mary S. Myers, The Dalles. 

Alternates. 
Mamie Briggs (at large). The Dalles. 
Emma Galloway, Oregon City. 



PENNSYLVANIA. 

[Organized June 18, 1884.] 

Department President ♦Fannie A. Boyden, Susquehanna. 

Senior Vice-President ♦Elizabeth Ewing, Phoenixville. 

Junior Vice-President ♦Fannie E. Bricker, Beaver Falls. 
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PENNSYLVANIA, Continued, 



Secretary ....... 

Treasurer 

Past Department President 



Delegates, 

♦Maggie J. Harris (at large), 

Philadelphia. 
*Sara A. Bowman, Homestead. 
♦Nan Y. Leslie, Avalon. 
♦Maria L. Mumford, Mauch Chunk. 

Emma Morgan, Tyrone. 

Emma Negley, Butler. 
♦Ellie Newsham, Wesley ville. 

L. A. Hubbard, Bradford. 



tAbbie Lynch, Allegheny. 
♦Martha Sherman, Kendall Creek, 
t Annie Wittenmyer, Sanatoga. 
tAbbie Lynch, Allegheny. 

Jennie M. Reavley, Erie. 

Helen S. Morrison, Smethport. 

S. Marie Lennard, Wilkesbarre. 

Emma S. Lindsey, Warren. 

Eva M. Evans, Lockhaven. 
♦Charlotte J. Cumings, Tidioute. 

Anna M. Wilbur, Warren. 

Altematea, 

Hannah P. Brown (at large), 

Corry 
♦Hannah T. James, Philadelphia. 

Lizzie Carpenter, Lock Haven. 
♦Eliza C. Booth, Philadelphia. 
♦Jessie M. Dicks, West Chester. 

Anna S. Parshall, Johnsonburg. 

Agnes R. Parker, Wilkesbarre. 

Susie F. Loomis, Scran ton. 



POTOMAC. 

[Organized June 18, 1884.] 

Department President ♦Annie W. Johnson, Washington, I).C. 

Senior Vice-President Bessie B. Cheshire, Washington, D.C. 

Junior Vice-President ♦Georgiana Chambers, AVashington, D.C. 

Secretary ♦Ida L. Chase, Washington, D.C. 

Treasurer ♦AnnaV. Thompkins, Washington,D.C. 

Past Department President . . . Joanna W. Turner, Washington, D.C. 

** ** *'.... tida V. Hendricks, Washington, D.C. 

** " '*.... Susie M. McCabe, Washington, D.C. 

'* ** " . . . . Indiana Cowling, Washington, D.C. 

'* ** **.... ♦Anna M. Hamilton, Washington, D.C. 

Delegates, Alternates, 

♦Julia A. Doney (at large), Katherlne McMonigal (at large). 

Anacostia, D.C. Washington, D.C. 

♦Isabel Worrell Ball, Emma S. Ellis, 

Washington, D.C. Washington, D.C. 
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FOURTEENTH NATIONAL CONVENTION OF 



RHODE ISLAND. 



[Organized June 6, 18S8.] 



Department President 
Senior Vice-President 
Junior Vice-President 

Secretary 

Treasurer 

Past Department President 



♦Julia P. Nason, Providence. 
. *BessIe M. Seymour, Harrington Centre. 
. *Mary J. B. Clark, Westerly. 
. Ella F. Burt, East Providence. 
. Lizzie E. Prentice, Providence. 

Sarah C. Mason, Paw tucket. 
. Mary French, Pawtucket. 
. Sadie S. Morton, Providence. 

Mary M. Brown, E. Providence. 
. Emily L. Sibley, Pawtucket. 

Maria A. Wilson, Providence. 
. Celia A. Kinyon, Providence. 
. Emily F. Fish, Pawtucket. 

Delegates, Alternates. 

♦Isabella Morrison (at large), Auburn. Anna M. Prentiss (at large), Providence. 
♦Flora Annls, Providence. Edna F. Chappell, Wickford. 



SOUTH DAKOTA. 
[Organized September 11, 1884.] 



Department President 
Senior Vice-President 
Junior Vice-President 

Secretary 

Treasurer 

Past Department President 



Delegates, 

•Sue C. Moulton (at large), Faulkton. 
♦Anna M. Williams, Mitchell. 
♦Almlra Stowell, Aberdeen. 



♦Adelia Hale Connor, Hot Springs. 
♦Emmer M. Cook, Huron. 
♦Erminia E. Carpenter, Watertown. 
♦Carrie M. Cleveland, Hot Springs. 

Sophronia Lucas, Hot Springs. 

Alma S. Bennett, Sioux Falls. 

Lelia L. Smith, Huron. 

Louise P. Hauser, Aberdeen. 

Lucy P. Bryson, Gettysburg. 

Ruth H. Thomas, Huron. 

Sarah E. Holmes, Plankinton. 
tCarrie M. Cleveland, Hot Springs. 
♦Emma F. Robinson, Mitchell. 

Eppie McMillan, East Pierre. 

Alter7iat€s, 

Lydia Abbott (at large), Milbank. 
Mina Tobin, Flandreau. 
Anna Peters, Alexandria. 
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TENNESSEE. 

[Organized September 6, 1892.] 

Department President *Allda Rale, Knoxvllle. 

Senior Vice-President Mary F. Tyler, Chattanooga. 

Junior Vice-President Fannie A. Hoyt, Harriman. 

Secretary Annie M. Johnson, Dante. 

Treasurer Harriot E. Pitt, Knoxville. 

Past Department President . . . JBianca L. Muller, Chattanooga. 

" " **.... Marion C. Ramage, Knoxville. 

** *' " . . . . Leonora H. Tucker, Chattanooga. 

" " **.... *Janie M. S. Case, Chattanooga. 

Delegates. Alternates. 

♦Hattie Starr Steward (at large), * Josephine C. Ziejjler, 

Chattanooga. Knoxville. 

Mahala A. Archer, Chattanooga. Mary A. Nottingham, Harriman. 
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TEXAS. 
[Organized March 6, 1890.] 



Department President 
Senior Vice-President 
Junior Vice-President 

Secretary 

Treasurer 

Past Department President 



Delegates. 
♦Jennie I. Rue (at large), Houston. 
*Belle Ayers, Dallas. 



Lilie F. Kline, San Antonio. 
R. P. A 1 void, Fort Worth. 
Mary Fuller, Houston. 
♦Rachel W. Toomey, San Antonio. 
Minnie Converse, San Antonio. 
Hattie A. Loring Los Angeles, Cal. 
E. A. R. Williams, Denison. 
Ann E. Knight, Oak Cliff. 
Martha B. Leeds, Dallas. 
Anna M. Wingrove, Denison. 
Lavantia Conger, Waco. 

Alternates. 
Helen Clark (at large), Denison. 
Julia Harned, Dallas. 



VERMONT. 

[Organized February 4, 1885.] 

Department President *A. Louise Putnam, Brattleboro. 

Senior Vice-President *Florence H. Gates, Mornsville 

Junior Vice-President Alice C. Willoughby, Island Pond. 

Secretary Calista H. Bangs, Brattleboro. 

Treasurer Lizbeth L. Retting, Brattleboro. 
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FOURTEENTH NATIONAL CONVENTION OF 



VERMONT, Continued. 



Past Department President 



Delegates, 

♦Rosalie I). H. Bowman (at large), 

St. Johnsbury. 
♦Olive F. Puffer, Bennington. 
♦Nettie M. Smith, Enosburg. 
♦Sylvia Sherwin, Chester. 
♦Angle L. Gutterson, Rutland. 



Mina G. Hooker, Brattleboro. 
Lucy J. Gibson, Bennington. 
Amanda T. Newcomb, Montpelier. 
Leonora W. Howe, Brattleboro. 
Janet P. Blackmer, Manchester. 
Charlotte A. H. Thompson, 

St. Johnsbury. 
Ellen M. Seaver, Montpelier. 
Calista R. Jones, Bradford. 
Alice A. Henry, Chester. 
Delia M. Needham, Rutland. 

Alternates. 

Pauline Woodbury (at large), 

Burlington. 
Elizabeth H. Winslow, Brandon. 
Sarah Z. Goodnow, Brattleboro. 
Mattie Burch, Bennington. 
Ellen M. Mansur, Island Pond. 



WASHINGTON AND ALASKA. 
[Organized November 11, 1886.] 



Department President 
Senior Vice-President 
Junior Vice-President 

Secretary 

Treasurer 

Past Department President 



. ♦Ursula M. Mattison, Tacoma. 
. Bella Curry, Spokane. 
. Ella Place, Port Angeles. 
. Prudie E. Terrell, Tacoma. 
. ♦Rhoda A. Hoit, Tacoma. 

Viola A. Kenyon, Ventura, Cal. 

Helen Burke, Seattle. 

Lucy A. Ide, Spokane Falls. 
. May Evans, Walla Walla. 
. Sarah M. Tomlinson, Tacoma. 
. Lizzie R. Herrick, Seattle. 
. Jennie S. Holmes, Seattle. 
. ♦Anna Watson, Milwaukee, Wis. 

Lizzie Carnes, Walla Walla. 

Delegates. Alternates. 

Eva St. C. Osburn (at large), Tacoma. Ellen R. Dorr (at large), Dayton. 
♦Clara La Rock, Vancouver. Alice Bissell, Auburn. 
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WEST VIRGINIA. 

[Obganized April 27, 1893.] 

Department President *Maria E. Leeds, Grafton. 

Senior Vice-President *Mary C. Moeck, Parkersburg. 

Junior Vice-President Helen M. Lavalley, Huntington. 

Secretary Mary C. Leeds, Grafton. 

Treasurer Mary J. Warthen, Grafton. 

Past Department President . . . Amanda L. Murdoch, Wheeling. 

" " " . . . . tEllen F. Daniels, Charleston. 

Delegates. Alternates. 

*Mary V. Reed (at large), Margaret Whiteman (at large), 

Fairmont. Benwood. 

^Jennie Bartlett, Parkersburg. Mary E. Michaelson, Charleston. 



WISCONSIN. 
[Organized June 6, 1884.] 



Department President 
Senior Vice-President 
Junior Vice-President . 

Secretary 

Treasurer 

Past Department President 



Delegates. 
*Myra H. Grinnell (at large), 

Beloit. 
*Lettie F. Withers, Eau Claire. 
♦Anna R. Laing, Racine. 
Louise Durst, Monroe. 
♦Helen M. Mooers, Milwaukee. 
♦Blanche Handeyside, DePere. 
♦Martha Showalter, Lancaster. 



♦Lucinda C. Burchard, Fort Atkinson. 
♦Emma R. Herrick, West Superior. 

Hattie M. Mills, Racine. 
♦Algenia S. Damuth, Fort Atkinson. 
♦Elizabeth Skeel, Menomonie. 

Harriet Dunlap, Lodi. 

Gertie Rogers, Oconomowoc. 
♦Caroline H. Bell, Milwaukee. 
♦Helen H. Charlton, Brodhead. 

Helen N. Puffer, Monroe. 
♦Louise C. Williams, Oconomowoc. 

Bell S. Hanover, Merrill. 
tElizabeth Skeel, Menomonie. 

Alternates. 
♦Ellen P. Weather by (at large), 

Shullsburg. 
Emma W. Shores, Ashland. 
Emma Herzer, Milwaukee. 
Mary Philbrick, Wansau. 
Jane Hamlin, Merrill. 
Nellie Veeder, Mauston. 
Nancy Locke, Baraboo. 
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FOURTEEKTH NATIONAL CONVENTION OF 



Detached Corps. 

ARIZONA (3 Corps). 

J. W. Owens, No. 1, Phoenix. 
President . Louise G. Lightlinzer, Phoenix. 

Alexandeb, No. 2, Globe. 
President Carrie L. N. Thompson, Globe 

Barrett, No. 3, Prescott. 
President Pauline M. O'Neill, Prescott 

ARKANSAS (3 Corps). 

Curtis No. 1, Siloam Springs. 
President Rebecca Hissong, Siloam Springs 

WiNFiELi) Scott, No. 2, McAlmont. 
President Ella Sullivan, McAlmont, Pulaski Co. 

JuDSON, No. 4, Little Rock. 
President Ann Williams, Little Rock 

FLORIDA (6 Corps). 

B. C. Lincoln, No. 2, Key West. 
President Amanda Poinsett, Key West 

Charles Gabriel, No. 3, Jacksonville. 
President Mary E. Waller, Jacksonville 

John A. Logan, No. 4, St. Augustine. 
President Dora Morrills, St. Augustine 

A. H. Terry, No. 5, Tampa. 
President Eliza J. Emerson, Tampa 

P. H. Sheridan, No. 6, Fernandina. 
President Louisa Johnson, Fernandina 

Kit Carson, No. 7, St. Petersburg. 
President Eliza J. Thrall, St. Petersburg 
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GEORGIA (3 Corps). 

J. B. Steadhan, No. 1, Tallapoosa. 
President *£lsie Hinkley, Tallapoosa 

Colony No. 2, Fitzgerald. 
President Hattie A. Dempcy, Fitzgerald 

Robert G. Shaw, No. 3, Savannah. 
President Louisa Wright, Savannah 

INDIAN TERRITORY (2 Corps). 

Garfield No. 1, Muscogee. 
President Sarah C. Bridgman, Muscogee 

Edward Vass, No. 2, Krebs. 
President Martha J. Boots, Krebs 

NEW MEXICO (2 Corps). 

G. K. Warren, No. 1, Albuquerque. 
President Rebecca Granger, Albuquerque 

Kearney, No. 5, White Oaks. 
President Lina B. Parker, White Oaks 

NORTH CAROLINA (4 Corps). 

James C. Beecher, No. 1, Newbern. 
President Edith A. Godley, Newbern 

Fletcher, No. 2, Elizabeth City. 
President Phoebe Jones, Elizabeth City 

Fluchers, No. 3, Washington. 
President Sarah A. Lawson, Washington • 

J. C. Abbott, No. 4, Wilmington. 
President Julia Telfair, Wilmington 

SOUTH CAROLINA (3 Corps). 

David Hunter, No. 1, Beaufort. 
President Ellen Haynes, Beaufort 

Wm. N. Reed, No. 2, Charleston. 
President Hattie O. Pugh, Charleston 

Abraham Lincoln, No. 3, Hilton Head. 
President Nancy Christopher, Hilton Head 
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TENNESSEE (4 Corps). 

Lincoln, No. 4, Nashville. 
President Letha Phillips, Nashville 

ISHAM Young, No. 5, Knoxville. 
President Alice Holly, Knoxville 

Douglas, No. 6, Memphis. 
President Kachel T. Williams, Memphis 

Chick AM AUG A, No. 7, Chattanooga. 
President Lucie S. D. Sessions, Chattanooga 

UTAH (5 Corps). 

J. B. McKean, No. 1, Salt Lake. 
President Martha M. Campbell, Salt Lake 

John A. Dix, No. 2, Ogden. 
President . Mary A. Couch, Ogden 

George R. Maxwell, No. 4, Salt Lake. 
President ........ Mary Schenck, Salt Lake 

John A. Logan, No. 4, Ogden. 
President Linnie Young King, Ogden 

Wm. T. Sherman, No. 5, Provo. 
President • Josephine Kellogg, Provo 

VIRGINIA (19 Corps). 

Cailloux, No. 1, Norfolk. 
President Otelia Grandy, Norfolk 

George A. Custer, No. 2, Richmond. 
President Catherine Burnett, Richmond 

SHAV7, No. 3, Norfolk. 
President Georgia Leonard, Norfolk 

Silas Fellows, No. 4, Portsmouth. 
President Mary J. Grimes, Portsmouth 

Lincoln, No. 5, Princess Anne. 
President . . Minnie Goodwin, P.O. address, 39 Market St., Norfolk 
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VIRGINIA, Continued. 

Grant, No. 6, Bridgetown. 
President Francis E. Wilson, Bridgetown 

Draper, No. 7, Deep Creek. 
President Susan E. Overton, Deep Creek 

Garfield, No. 8, Hampton. 
President Mary E. Parker, Hampton 

Sherman, No. 9, Onancock. 
President Mary J. Finney, Onancock 

BuRNSiDE, No. 10, Franktown. 
President Maggie F. Carter, Franktown 

Tracy, No. 11, Berkeley. 
President Mary Mundin, Berkeley 

Dahlgren, No. 12, Norfolk. 
President Adeline M. Williams, Norfolk 

John A. Logan, No. 13, Hampton. 
President Amelia F. Colgan, Hampton 

P. J. Carter, No. 14, Mappsville. 
President Virginia Parker, Mappsville 

W. T. Sherman, No. 15, Phoebus. 
President Alice Collazo, Phoebus 

Phil Kearney, No. 16, Richmond. 
President Katie M. Eussell, Richmond 

R. Justin Moore, No. 17, Portsmouth. 
President Edith Perkins, Portsmouth 

Mitchell, No. 18, Wallaceton. 
President Jennie Sykes, Wallaceton 

HoLLowAY, No. 19, Capeville. 
President Nancy Bailey, Cheapside 
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JOURNAL 



FOURTEENTH NATIONAL CONVENTION 



WOMAN'S RELIEF CORPS. 



AUXILIARY TO THE O.A.R. 



THURSDAY — MORNING SESSION. 

The Fourteenth National Convention of the Woman's Relief 
Corps, Auxiliary to the Grand Army of the Republic, met at the 
Central Presbyterian Church, St. Paul, Minn., Thursday, Sept. 
3, 1896, at 10 a.m.. National President, Lizabeth A. Turner in 
the chair. 

National President : The gavel used in calling this Conven- 
tion to order was presented to me for this purpose by Comrade 
A. M. Tyler of Post 10, G. A.R., Worcester, Mass. The wood is 
from the battlefield of Chickamauga, and you will observe that 
the head is made in the shape of an hour-glass, I presume to 
remind us to attend strictly to business and not waste our time. 

The following ladies were appointed : — 

CRKDENTIAL C03IMITTEE. 

National Secretary Harriette L. Reed, Chairman ; Abbie 
Lynch of Pennsylvania ; Eleanor B. Wheeler of Massachusetts ; 
Julia P. Nason of Rhode Island ; H. Lizzie Foster of New 
Hampshire. 
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CONDUCTORS. 

Chief Conductor, Mary A. Luberger of Iowa; Nellie F. 
Hall of Maine , Margaret Nash of New Jersey ; Laura Lear, 
Elsie Lloyd and Fannie Jones of Minnesota ; Mary L. Warren 
of Wakefield, Mass. 

Chief Guard, Lue Stuart Wads worth of Boston, Mass. ; 
Assistant Guards, Mattie M. Allen* of St. Paul, Minn. ; Nellie 
F. Mecuen of Charlestown, Mass. ; Leni L. Sheire of Evansville, 
Minn. ; Harriet E. Reeves of Minneapolis, Minn. ; Nettie E. 
Patterson of Knoxville, Tenn. ; Louise C. Hart of Ashland, 
Wis. ; Elizabeth Harding of Clinton, la. 

Chief Postmistress, Alberta Smith of Minneapolis, Minn. ; 
Assistant Postmistresses, Sarah E. Hasler of Red Wing, Minn. ; 
Helen M. Fox of Minneapolis, Minn. 

PRESS COMMITTEE. 

Flo J. Miller, Chairman, of Illinois; Mary A. North of 
District of Columbia; Mary E. Elliot of Massachusetts; Mary 
A. Morgan of Nebraska; Isabel Worrell Ball of District of 
Columbia; Rachel Gruelich of Illinois; Lucie S. Hamilton of 
Ohio ; Lillian M. Hollister of Michigan. 

ASSISTANT NATIONAL SECRETARY. 

Augusta A. Wales of Massachusetts. 

STENOGRAPHER. 

Mary M. Haskell of Minnesota. 

PIANIST. 

Maria W. Going of Massachasetts. 

National President : The National Chaplain will invoke the 
divine blessing. 

" Our Heavenly Father, having convened together in Thy 
name this morning to gather up the records of a year's work which 
we dare to believe has been done for Thee, we ask Thy blessings 
upon our counsels. We ask Thine approving blessing with us 
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here today. We ask Thine especial blessing upon the National 
President who has borne the battle this year and upon her 
National Ofl3cers who have rallied about her to hold up her 
hands, and upon the officers who will have charge of this meeting. 
O Lord, be Thou our guide and counsellor and redeemer, and 
let all that we do be done well in Thy sight." 

The Convention joined in repeating the Lord's prayer. One 
verse of Opening Ode was then sung. 

Moved by Emma B. Lowd of Massachusetts, that the First 
Session of this Convention be an open one. Seconded by Annie 
Wittenmyer of Pennsylvania. [Carried.] 

National President : Ladies, it is a great gratification to me 
to be able to present to you every elected and appointed officer, 
save one, — Mrs. Alice A. Henry of Vermont, member of the 
Executive Board, — who constituted my official family the past year. 

Mrs. Ninekirk and Mrs. Stiesmeier, the Senior and Junior 
Vice-Presidents, have been ready and willing to perform every 
duty assigned them. Mrs. Reed, my Secretary, has stood ever 
ready with willing heart and hand to work for the good of our 
Order. Mrs. Bagley, the Treasurer, ** always vigilant." Mrs. 
Plummer, the Chaplain, who has looked after the spiritual neces- 
sities of the Order. Mrs. Carr, the Inspector, who has kept watch 
over us to record our delinquencies as well as to give us credit 
for our good deeds. Mrs. Wickins, my Counsellor, who has 
been my assistant in smoothing over the rough places of the 
administration. Mrs. Mason, the Instituting and Installing Offi- 
cer, and the youngest member of the family, but by no means the 
least ; her interest in the growth of the work has been unbounded. 
And to you all I give thanks. Convention, salute. 

Conductor, you will escort to the platform the Past 
National Presidents: Mrs. Sherwood, Mrs. Hampton, Mrs. 
Craig, Mrs. Wittenmyer, Mrs. Wickins and Mrs. Wallace. 

Members of the Convention, I present to you the ladies who 
served you so faithfully in the days that are past, and I know 
you are just as glad to look into their faces as when they wielded 
the gavel to keep us in order. Convention, salute. 

I am sorry to make excuses for so many absent National 
Presidents. Mrs. Barker expected to be with you today and did 

3 



Digitized by 



Google 



34 FOURTEENTH NATIONAL CONVENTION OF 

not give up coming until the last moment. She has been seriously 
ill with blood poisoning, caused by an injury to her foot. Mrs. 
Fuller, as most of us know, is very deaf, and she felt it would be 
little pleasure for her to sit on this platform and look into your 
faces and not hear one word you said. Mrs. Kinne hoped to be 
here, but business arrangements of her husband kept him at 
home, and with the love of a devoted wife, she remained with him. 
Mrs. McHenry expected to come, but I find a letter on my table 
saying she is going to California instead of coming to us, and 
I cannot blame her for going to that land of flowers. Mrs. 
Sanders, I think, will be here later in the day. And now comes 
the saddest excuse of all from an absent one. Dear Mrs. Mink 
has within a few days been for hours under the surgeon's knife. 
She lives, and we will thank God for that and hope that she 
may be saved from suffering, and be returned to us strong and 
well. 

Moved by Helen A. Brigham of Massachusetts, seconded by 
Mrs. Wickins of Kansas, That a telegram of love and sympathy 
be sent Mrs. Mink at once. [Carried.] 

The National Senior Vice-President, Mary A. Ninekirk, 
was called to the chair and the National President proceeded 
to read her address. 

[^See page 195 for contintuUion of Proceedings,'] 
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Address of the National President. 



Officers and Members of the Fourteenth National Convention, 

Again we assemble in the far West, where we first pledged 
allegiance to that band of liberty-loving men — the Grand Army 
of the Republic. We meet again today to renew our pledges and 
show them by figures unmistakable that we have tried to keep 
the faith. 

Each of these yearly returning conventions of the veterans 
and the Relief Corps gathers about us new interests and emotions. 
The tender, loving memories of those who have "crossed the 
river" and left vacant places in our hearts; the old friendships 
renewed and new ones created; the consideration of the lest care 
of the sick and indigent, call most touchingly upon us, as the 
auxiliary of the Grand Army, to be ever ready with a helping 
hand to care for their sick and dependent ones, and with our 
teachings of patriotism perpetuate the story and results of the 
civil war. 

Scarcely one year ago my predecessor laid aside the mantle of 
care which she had worn with so much dignity and honor, and I 
took up the work you committed to my care and became the 
trustee of the National Woman's Relief Corps. 

The officers who were honored by election and appointment 
have gathered the sheaves of their work from every Territory and 
State, save one. And today we lay them at your feet, to be 
threshed by your good judgment and winnowed in the spirit of 
fraternity and charity. If you find aught of grain so sifted that is 
good, let us plant it deep in our hearts for a future harvest, and 
scatter the chaff to the four winds of heaven. 

Immediately on my return from the Louisville Convention, 
Headquarters were established at 29 Temple Place, Boston, Mass. 
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All supplies and books were promptly forwarded from Chicago, 
and the work of the year was commenced with many misgivings, 
but with a strong desire for peace and harmony and to be of 
assistance to the veteran soldier and sailor. 

NATIONAL W.B.C. HOME. 

I had the pleasure of stopping over for a day at the Woman's 
Relief Corps Home in Madison, Ohio. I found the Home in a 
good condition under the guidance of Superintendent Hannah E». 
Plimpton, who at the first Board meeting of the new year- felt 
obliged to tender her resignation on account of ill health. The 
Board tried to induce a reconsideration of her retirement, but her 
family felt they had the best right to her loving care and wanted 
her in the heart of their home. Mrs. Clare H. Burleigh, Past 
Department President Massachusetts Woman's Relief Corps, was 
unanimously elected to fill the vacancy caused by Mrs. Plimpton's 
resignation. Her Massachusetts friends felt she would be "the 
right woman in the right place," she having a happy faculty of 
getting along with old people. Her diversity of talents — not the 
least being a good musician — led us to believe that she would 
make the lives of those entrusted to her care cheerful and happy. 
To the many Corps and Departments that responded so generously 
to my call for Christmas remembrances for the inmates of the 
Home, I tender my sincere thanks, and I trust the consciousness 
"that it is more blessed to give than to receive" fills all their 
hearts. Let us always remember that these dependent ones of the 
Grand Army are the wards of the Woman's Relief Corps. 

MEMORIAL DAY. 

Never, since the thoughtful comrade-loving Logan recom- 
mended a day to be held sacred to the memory of the men who 
counted their lives cheap when compared to the life of the nation, 
has the day been so thoroughly and reverently held sacred as the 
one last past. It is a day of history and remembrance — a living 
history for the children of our land; a remembrance to those who, 
looking backward, see the part they took in the strife that released 
from slavery four million people. 

Too much credit cannot be given Corps and Departments, 
that so generously contributed over twelve hundred dollars for 
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Memorial Day in the South. Posts and Corps near these Southern 
national cemeteries are small and have not the means at their 
command to furnish flags for nearly three hundred and thirty-two 
thousand graves ; consequently, it must be our duty to assist in 
this special work for Memorial Day. The Sons of Veterans have 
already begun to show their zeal and loyalty in this direction — 
the camps in Massachusetts furnish the flags each year for the 
fourteen thousand heroes who sleep in Andersonville. 

'' They slumber now. Each soldier's htimble mound 
Is a sad monument that speaks to you and me, 
Saying, * Our land is Freedom's holy ground.' 
'Twas they that made it free." 

SONS OF VETERANS. 

The Woman's Relief Corps make no mistake when they 
render to this organization help and encouragement whenever and 
wherever they can. They are the descendants of the men who 
stepped to the front from every walk in life, to take the stand for 
" freedom and the flag, " and if need be, give their lives for the 
principles they sought to maintain. As the heroes whom we honor 
fall back from active service, let them be assured that their sons 
are in line of duty ; that their uniforms are blue and their shields 
bear the soul-stirring motto "Eternal Vigilance is the Price of 
Liberty." 

OTHER ORGANIZATIONS OF WOMEN. 

To the Daughters of Veterans and the Ladies' Aid Associa- 
tions, we extend our appreciative thanks for all services rendered 
to the Union veteran. 

PATRIOTIC TEACHING. 

This is one of the fundamental laws of our Order. In fact, 
it is one of the strongest planks in the Woman's Relief Corps 
platform. Our successful work along that line for the last four 
years has been even greater than the most enthusiastic workers 
ever anticipated. We all realize that this work must be com- 
menced in the primary schools. 

The children of our foreign population on an average leave 
school at ten years of age. Consequently they must have the 
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principles of patriotism well grounded in their hearts hefore they 
leave the , schoolroom. Then by the time they are old enough to 
take upon themselves the duties of citizenship, they will realize 
that the United States has but one flag and that is the Stars and 
Stripes. I believe the flag should drape the walls of our Sunday 
school rooms as well as our public school rooms. Teach the 
<5hildren gathered in our sanctuaries that next to God is our 
country, and next to the Bible is the flag. When these doctrines 
are thoroughly imbued in the hearts of the children, there need be 
no fear for the future of our republic, for the children of our 
public schools will be the standing army of the nation. 

NATIONAL COUNCIL OF WOMEN. 

There has needed to be little work done for this organization 
this year as the Triennial Council does not meet again until 1898. 
The chairman and secretary of this committee will tell you in 
their reports of work accomplished by them. 

ANDERSONVILLE. 

According to instructions from Thirteenth National Con- 
vention, I tried to find out something definite about Andersonville 
its location and surroundings. After writing many letters — the 
answers all conflicting — I concluded to visit the place ; going 
from my nearest point. Savannah, Ga., while visiting Corps in 
the South — and find out for myself. I am satisfied that the 
Grand Army of Georgia would be willing to give the Woman's 
Relief Corps this property if we would improve and care for it 
hereafter. I do not feel competent to make any recommendation 
concerning it until after you have heard the report of the com- 
mittee appointed for that purpose. 

JENSIE WELLS FUND. 

I cannot find out anything concerning the beneficiaries of 
this fund. I wrote the postmaster of the place for information. 
He knew nothing of them, but sent me the name of the attorney 
that had charge of the case. After writing several letters I found 
he had been dead two years. 
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I therefore make 

Recommendation No, 1. That the fund known as the Jensie 
Wells Fund be turned over to the General Fund ; and if at any 
time we raise a fund for the care or improvement of the Anderson- 
ville prison property, the amount of the Jensie Wells Fund be 
taken from our General Fund to form a nucleus for the Anderson- 
ville Prison Fund. 

SEMI-ANNUAL REPORTS. 

In the hurry of the Thirteenth National Convention two 
reconjmendations on this subject were presented and adopted. 
The first was that Departments and Detached Corps report semi- 
annually. This decision was received in time to promulgate in 
General Orders No. 2, but as Corps in Departments were to report 
quarterly it seemed best to me that all Detached Corps should re- 
port quarterly. This matter was submitted to my Council, and 
consequently Circular Letter No. 1 was issued notifying all Corps 
to report quarterly and all Departments semi-annually. Some 
time after January 1 decision 44 was received, which does not 
mention the reporting of Corps, so Circular Letter No. 1 has re- 
mained in force for the year and now it is for you to decide whether 
you will have quarterly reports in the future or not. From my 
experience of one year as National President, and six years as 
National Treasurer, my opinion is this change would be detri- 
mental to our Order. It might answer in a few large condensed 
Departments, but in the smaller ones where the Corps are far 
from headquarters and are isolated from each other, in my judg- 
ment the change would be disastrous to the Departments. The 
Corps would soon lose their interest and finally drop out of the 
Order. It is only by constant correspondence that we can get 
reports quarterly now. The Order has been fourteen years trying 
to get a correct system of reports, and it seems to me most unwise 
to make any change in the plan which has proven so successful. 
One of the strongest points brought forward at the Thirteenth 
National Convention in favor of semi-annual reports was the vast 
amount of work the Department Secretary and Treasurer had in 
making out their consolidated reports quarterly, and if reports 
were sent out semi-annually those terribly dreaded blanks would 
only have to be made out twice a year. 
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I have always thought favorably of these blanks and still be- 
lieve in them, but in order to meet the objection against them, 
because of the extra work required of Department officers, which 
was the main reason for adopting semi-annual reports, I make 

Recommendation No, 2. That these consolidated blanks be 
abolished, and that all other reports be made quarterly as 
heretofore. 

I earnestly urge this Convention to consider this recommen- 
dation most carefully, as it seems to me of vital interest to our 
Order. 

DISTRICT CONVENTIONS AND EXEMPLIFICATIONS. 

I most thoroughly approve of this branch of our work and 
believe in the exemplification of our ritualistic work ; it tends to 
make the work more uniform throughout each Department and 
brings the Department officers and the Corps officers and mem- 
bers in closer unison, establishes more fraternal feelings with 
each other, arid I trust they will be continued wherever Depart- 
ments find it possible. I realize that these meetings are expensive 
as well as pleasant, and I therefore make 

Recommendation No, 3. That the Corps exemplifying the 
Ritualistic work for inspection shall have no other inspection for 
the current year, and that the Department Inspector, or whoever is 
detailed to have charge of such inspection, shall write the report 
of the status of the Corps exemplifying the work, and forward the 
same to be embodied in the Department Inspector's report. This 
will save both time and money to Departments. 

CONSOLIDATING CORPS. 

I find that in some cases, where there have been two small 
Posts of the Grand Army in a place, they have deemed it wise to 
consolidate. As the near future will demand the closing up of 
their ranks more and more — I make 

Recomviendation No, 4. That whenever two Posts consoli- 
date, the Corps which were their auxiliary also consolidate, 
taking the name of the Post. That the Department furnish the 
Corps a new charter, charging them only the price of engrossing. 
The names of the charter members of both Corps shall be on the 
new charter, the names of the oldest Corps taking precedence. 
Under these names shall be written the word " Consolidated," 
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with the day of the month and year. There shall be a notified 
meeting called of the members of both Corps for the election of 
officers to serve for the remainder of the year. 

Recommendation No. 5. That in case a Post disbands, the 
Corps that has been auxiliary to said Post may continue as a 
Corps of the Department Woman's Relief Corps, retaining their 
number and name. They shall pay all dues and make all reports 
to the Department, except for the amount of relief extended. 
That report shall be made to the Commander of the Department of 
the Grand Army. In all cases they shall be under the same 
laws and jurisdiction as if they were auxiliary to a Post. 

Recommendation No, 6. That when a Detached Corps dis- 
bands and the Post to which they were auxiliary also disbands, 
that all money remaining in their possession after all bills are 
paid, shall be turned over to the National Headquarters Relief 
Fund. 

Recommendation No. 7. That hereafter the National Secre- 
tary shall notify by postal card each Department Treasurer and 
Detached Corps President of the receipt of their j:>er capita tax at 
National Headquarters. 

SUPPLIES. 

Finding a large supply of Red Books on hand I decided to 
order none printed until after this Convention. Mrs. Wallace, 
Past National President, has the revisions ready, therefore, I make 

Recommendation No. 8. That an edition be printed after 
being revised to conform to decisions of this Convention. 

Believing that newly organized Corps do not need the Red 
Book as one of their first supplies, and as it adds so materially to 
the cost of organizing a Corps, I make 

Recommendation No. 9. That the vote of Thirteenth Na- 
tional Convention, whereby the Red Book was made a necessary 
article of supplies, be rescinded. 

Having learned that supplies are being used no^ obtained from 
the National Treasurer, I make 

Recommendation No. 10. That all supplies for Department 
and Corps use must be procured from the National Treasurer, and 
this be added to Rules and Regulations, as Section 15, Article 
VIII., Chapter II. 
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INITIATIONS. 

I see by the report of the National Inspector that there are 
thirty-two Corps charging less than the regular fee of $1.00 with 
price of badge added for initiation. The amount of this fee is 
plainly defined in Chap. II., Art. II., Sect. 1, Rules and Regula- 
tions. I therefore make 

Recommendation No. 11. That Department Presidents shall 
ascertain the price charged for initiation in all Corps in their De- 
partments, and notify Corps charging less than the regular price 
that hereafter they must abide by the law laid down in Rules and 
Regulations. 

CHEAPER SUPPLIES FOR ORGANIZING SMALL CORPS. 

It has seemed necessary for years that some action should be 
taken by National Convention whereby the organizing of small 
Corps with cheaper supplies might be made possible. I have 
looked over the prices of cost and sale, in both National and 
Department Headquarters, and make 

Recommendation No. 12. That a set of supplies be issued to 
Departments for the institution of a Corps of fifteen members or 
less consisting of 

1 Charter (not engrossed). 
3 Rituals. 
1 Service book. 
15 Rules and Regulations. 
5 Applications for membership. 
1 Corps Treasurer Bond. 
1 Corps requisition book for supplies. 
10 Ode cards. 
7 Officers' duty cards. 

1 Journal, Ledger, Cash and Roll of cheaper grade, but ruled and 
printed exactly like those now in use. 

1 Receipt book, 1 Order book, regular grades. 
15 Badges (10 officers' and 5 membership). 

These supplies shall be boxed and marked, " For organizing 
Corps of fifteen members or less," and in no case shall these sets 
of supplies be broken or used except as herein stated. And when 
a Corps instituted with these supplies shall need additional sup- 
plies they shall obtain them at the requisition price. This is in jus- 
tice to both the National and Departments. The price of supplies 
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for instituting a Corps of fifteen members or less, shall be ten 
dollars to Corps and eight dollars to Departments. 

Recommendation No. 13. I further recommend in this con- 
nection that the vote that ten rituals be furnished with charter for 
a Corps to be made to read, except in cases where the Corps is of 
fifteen members or less and organized with reduced supplies, when 
there shall be three rituals issued and the remainder of officers' 
duties shall be printed on cards to correspond in quality and size 
with the ode cards. 

Recommendation No, 14. That in the next edition of Cash 
Books one-fourth of the number of pages be printed for Relief 
Fund and bound in back of the book. 

The question has been often asked, What shall be the emblem 
for Past Press Correspondent's badge ? I make 

Recommendation No. 15. That a narrow red, white and blue 
ribbon be tied in a small bow between the bar pin and the 
emblem — ribbon to be furnished by National Treasurer to Depart- 
ment Treasurers, that it may be uniform. 

Recommendation No. 16. That all decisions passed by this 
Convention which in any way affect the laws of our Order, shall be 
added in their proper place in the n^xt edition of Rules and 
Regulations and Red Book. 

OFFICIAL VISITS. 

I have not been able to visit as many of the Departments at 
their Conventions as I have desired. The Past National Presi- 
dent, Mrs. Emma R. Wallace, accomplished much good in the far 
West by her visits last year, so that this year my presence was not 
so much needed except in a social way, but the lack of time and 
money, both combined, kept me east of Chicago. I felt that 
what time I had to give to visiting would be of more real use to 
the Order, if I spent it with colored Corps of the South. And 
while pleasure called in one direction, duty set up a stronger claim 
in another ; so putting inclination in the closet I followed duty. 

Whenever I have been inspecting Corps in the South I have 
wanted to go to Key West, but the long distance from Jackson- 
ville coupled with the extra expense has kept me back ; but this 
year I have visited the famous B. C. Lincoln Corps of Key West, 
and I was well repaid for my trip. This Corps, out on an island — 
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where they have only two mails a week — is composed of one 
hundred and six hright, intelligent colored women, who thoroughly 
realize why they were organized. They never have any dissensions 
in their Corps, or a tardy and incorrect report. In more ways 
than one, they could teach us all a lesson. 

I consider the Post in Key West the hest exemplification 
of the word " Fraternity " extant. It is composed of both white 
and colored comrades, the latter predominating. Gen. William 
DeLacy, formerly of Brooklyn, N.Y., has been the Post com- 
mander for the past six years. Anyone knowing the comrade will 
appreciate the kind of a commander that Post is blessed with. 
Genuine harmony prevails between Post and Corps. 

There are two good earnest white Corps on the west coast of 
Florida at Tampa and St. Petersburg, which I visited, and the 
principles that they maintain of devotion to the flag, gives an 
atmosphere of loyalty to their surroundings. 

I reinstated the Corps at St. Augustine and can assure you 
that none of these Corps in the South drop behind, when they can 
help it. The freezing of the orange groves has killed all kinds of 
industries in Florida, and left the poorer classes without even the 
necessities of life. Pity them, my sisters, and have patience with 
their failings. 

The Corps in Georgia are doing finely. There has been a 
Corps recently instituted of seventy-two charter members, in the 
town or city of Fitzgerald. . Less than a year ago, the place was a 
forest. This settlement of two thousand is composed almost 
entirely of old veterans and their families who have gone there 
from Kansas, Nebraska and other States west, where farming for 
the last few years has proved a failure. The Post and Corps are 
named " Colony." 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 

It is a hard matter to know where to begin the subject of 
thanks, where all have been more than kind. Commander-in- 
Chief Walker, Adjutant-General Robbins, and Inspector-General 
Olin, have been always helpful with kind words, that have made 
me feel, should trouble come, I had in them a support as strong as 
the "Rock of Chickamauga." As each National President feels 
the Commander-in-Chief that she has had the honor to serve vnth 
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is by far the best, I find, at the end of my year, I am no exception 
to the rule. While we might have been more neighborly, had our 
offices been nearer each other, he can congratulate himself that 
what was my loss was his gain. 

What shall I say to Massachusetts ? I find myself poor 
even in thanks when the comrades of the Grand Army and 
the Woman's Belief Corps are to be mentioned. From the begin- 
ning to the close of my administration, I have not had to ask a 
favor of either organization. They have stood by me loyally and 
lovingly, with hands outstretched to help me over all the rough 
places, and to fill each day with some kind act or word that 
brought sunshine into my life. The reception given me on my 
return from Louisville, in Faneuil Hall, by the Grand Army and 
Woman's Relief Corps of Massachusetts', will always shine forth as 
the brightest spot in my whole life. Tears fill my eyes and my 
hand trembles when I write of all their thoughtful kindness to me 
in the past year. As they have given to me may it be returned 
to their hearts fourfold. 

But Massachusetts has been no more loyal than the other 
Departments of our grand organization representing this great 
country. From all have come helpful and encouraging words, 
and no opportunity has been lost to " lend a hand " in the good 
work in which we are engaged. 

With all my heart I again wish to say to every member of 
our Order, " thank you, my dear," and may the choicest blessings 
of heaven and earth be yours for evermore. 

The members of my official family have been faithful, good 
and true, always ready to willingly perform all the duties assigned 
them. I shall miss their bright, cheery letters in the days to 
come, but must resign myself to the thought that another Head- 
quarters is being made cheerful and happy by another set of 
officers of your choice. The new Treasurer has proved herself to 
be all that a good officer should be — prompt and efficient. I 
believe no organization ever had as good Treasurers as the National 
Woman's Relief Corps has had in its thirteen years of existence; 
I know whereof I speak, for I served six years myself. 

My Secretary has been the right arm of this administration, 
always patient and faithful. She has lightened many of the cares 
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of my office, and the friendship begun many years ago has grown 
stronger by our official intimacy, and I trust the bond, thus firmly 
welded, will never be broken. 

It seems to me a duty, after long experience in the details 
connected with our Order, from its very beginning, to emphasize, 
so far as possible, my great appreciation of the services rendered 
by Comrade J. K. Davison of Philadelphia, who has designed and 
made all our badges, and Comrade E. B. Stillings of Boston, who 
has furnished our supplies. 

It is a fact not generally known that Comrade Davison has 
furnished gratuitously for each National Convention the handsome 
souvenir badge of the National President for delegates, which, as 
the Order has grown, has made a large item of expense. This con- 
tinued generosity deserves our warmest appreciation. 

Every National President knows what Comrade Stillings has 
given of his time and services to her administration, which tran- 
scends by far any monetary consideration. Although we may 
begin with an " all-sufficient " notion that we are equal to the situ- 
ation, we very soon find we want the advice and assistance of 
"our Father Confessor," which helps us all over many of the 
perplexing places in our administration. 

Believing it for the best interests of our Order, I recommend 
that this Convention express their appreciation of the services 
rendered by these comrades, which money cannot buy. 

In spite of my being elected the thirteenth National Presi- 
dent at the thirteenth National Convention, on the thirteenth day 
of the month and on Friday, no serious fatality has happened to 
me or to our Order. We have had as few dissensions as any 
organization of this size can hope to have. No two Presidents are 
efficient in the same line of work, but all do some good and each 
the best they can. I have tried to be faithful to my obligation 
and to the Grand Army of the Republic. In stepping down 
from my chair as National President, I shall not bid the mem- 
bers of our Order or of this Convention good-bye — I shall quietly 
go back into the ranks of my Corps as a floor member and 
continue the work begun in 1861. 

So, my sisters, .it shall be 

'' Au revoir, hut not good-bye" 
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Report of National Senior Vice-President. 



Office of National Seniob Vioe-Pbesident, 
Louisville, Ky., July 29, 1896. 
Harbiettb L. Beed, 

National Secretary^ W,U,C, 

Madam : In compliance with the Bules and Eegulations of 
the Woman's Belief Corps, I submit, through you, my report as 
National Senior Vice-President, to the Fourteenth National 
Convention. 

One year ago in our own beautiful city of Louisville, the 
delegates assembled unanimously elected me to the second highest 
office in the gift of our Order — an honor I shall appreciate while 
life lasts. 

I at once expressed to our National President my willingness 
to respond to any demands made upon me, whereby I might be of 
use to the Order, but as was anticipated at the beginning of the 
year, our honored President has been so faithful in the discharge 
of her duties that I have not been called upon, but have endeav- 
ored to do what I could to strengthen our work and encourage the 
workers in our city and State. 

Through a serious accident to my husband early in March, I 
was compelled to decline all invitations to attend the many De- 
partment Conventions, but my thoughts were with you. 

To all Department Presidents who so kindly remembered me 
when sending out their Oeneral Orders, my hearty thanks are due. 
They have been of j^eat benefit to me. 

In closing the year I desire to again express my appreciation 
of the honor conferred upon me, and earnestly hope our deliberations 
may be beneficial, and that as we review the work done the past 
year, we may wisely legislate and plan for the future, and the ties 
formed in our communion one with the other may bind us more 
closely together. 

Bespectfully submitted in P., C. and L., 

MARY A. NINEKIRK, 
National Senior Vice-President. 
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Report of National Junior Vice-President. 



Office of National Junior Vice-President, 
St. Louis, Mo., July 28, 1896. 
Mrs. Harriette L. Reed, 

National Secretary, W.B.C, 
Dear Madam : 

I have the honor herewith to submit my report, as National 
Junior Vice-President, through you to the Fourteenth National 
Convention. 

The result of my work for our beloved Order is not all I 
hoped or desired, in fact has been small compared to other years. 
I have done all in my power to ease the cyclone sufferers, being 
one myself. When called by our National President, I have ever 
been ready to respond immediately. I have but one recommenda- 
tiouj which is to insert in Section 11, Article VIII., Chapter II., 
Rules and Regulations, the clause " and read Treasurer's quarterly 
report, the one kept on file, at first regular meeting in new quarter,'' 
instead of, "and report in writing." 

I find in going throughout the country on inspections that 
almost all auditing committees read a report as follows : " We have 
examined the books and find them correct ; " said report is then 
accepted and we are voting on a matter of which we know nothing. 
If Treasurer's quarterly report is read we know just how our Corps 
stand. 

In closing I wish to express my heartiest thanks to all for the 
confidence placed, by conferring the honor of the office of National 
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Junior Vice-President on me. To you, Mrs. President and Secre- 
tary, and all my sisters in F., C. and L., my thanks are due for 
the many loving words of comfort received in our late trouble. I 
trust my successor will receive the same good-will of all that has 
come to me. And now I again pledge to do all I can for the good 
of our Order in the future as I have tried to in the past. 
Respectfully submitted, in F., C. and L., 

HENRIETTA STIESMEIER, 

National Junior Vice-President, 
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Report of National Secretary. 



Office of National Secretary W.R.C. 

Boston, Mass., Aug. 24, 1896. 
LizABETH A. Turner, 

National President , W.R. C. 

Madam : In accordance with the requirements of my office 
and the fulfilling of its duties, I have the honor to suhmit to you 
and the Fourteenth National Convention the following report of 
the membership and condition of the Order for the year ending 
June 30, 1896. 

The report of Secretary for the year ending June 30, 1895, 
shows a membership of 110,604 in good standing, and the number 
of Corps reporting, 2,953. There were 35 Departments, 41 
Detached Corps in good standing, and 5 delinquents, making 46 in 
all. 

It is not my privilege to record an increase in the number of 
Departments during the year; this number has well-nigh reached 
its limit, with a possibility of but a few more. But there has been 
a gratifying gain in the number of Detached Corps, both by the 
formation of new ones and tbe reawakening of some of those that 
had seemed to have slumbered. 

The National Secretary of last year, in her report, stated that 
Rowen Mack No. 6, Sulphur Springs, Ark. — the only Corps 
in that State as far as known — had decided to disband, though 
she hoped it would reconsider its action. As soon as possible the 
President was communicated with, and as a result, the charter and 
supplies were returned to us. In November, 1895, a letter was 
received from Miss Bross, enclosing a letter written to Ida Wilson 
Moore, National Instituting and Installing Officer of last year, by 
the Commander of Winfield Scott Post of Eudora, Ark., stating 
that the Post desired an auxiliary Corps. Miss Bross wrote 
that she had replied to the letter, but had heard nothing from 
them. A letter was immediately written the Post Commander, 
sending instructions, and we awaited results which were some- 
what slow in coming. In January a request came from the 
Adjutant of Curtis Post, Siloam Springs, Ark., for information 
regarding the formation of a Corps, and on Feb. 6, 1896, Curtis 
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Corps No. 1, Siloam Springs, Ark., was organized. Soon after 
this, the President of Judson Corps No. 4, Little Rock, Ark., 
wrote that it had been a long time since their Corps had received 
any blanks or General Orders from Headquarters, but it had kept 
up its meetings, and if the National President would let them 
know the amount of their indebtedness they would be glad to pay 
up; and this Corps was reinstated Jan. 1, 1896. On June 9, 
information was received that Winfield Scott Corps had been insti- 
tuted January 16, and it was given No. 2, making three Corps 
now in Arkansas. 

On Jan. 6, 1896, George A. Custer Corps of Richmond, Va., 
were organized. This Corps had not reported since June 30, 1891, 
but has again started with promise of success. 

On February 1 a call came from Georgia. In the new colony 
of Fitzgerald, recently located in that State, composed mostly of 
veterans and their families, almost before a permanent building 
had been erected, a large Post had been organized; and with scarce 
any delay an auxiliary Corps was instituted March 4, 1896, with 
72 charter members. A member of the Order from Nebraska 
was elected President, and so the Corps was immediately equipped 
for work. 

February 22 a letter from the Commander of Dahlgren Post 
of Norfolk, Va., stated that their Corps had reorganized, with new 
members and new zeal, and desired to be reinstated. This was 
one of the delinquent Corps of the previous year and it was 
reinstated Jan. 1, 1896. 

John A. Logan No. 4 of St. Augustine, and Phil Sheridan 
No. 6 of Fernandina, Fla., two other Corps reported delinquent at 
the close of last year, were visited by the National President 
during her trip South, and, as might have been expected, were 
encouraged and inspired with new life, and reinstated Jan. 1, 1896. 

April 30 a communication reached us, signed by Mrs. Rachel 
T. Williams of Memphis, Tenn., informing us that on April 28 a 
Corps had been organized, auxiliary to Douglas Post; also sending 
money for supplies and asking that some person might be detailed 
to institute them. This was accordingly done, and Douglas Corps 
No. 6 of Memphis, Tenn., was instituted. 

Deeming that a part of the work of my office w^as the looking 
up of the delinquents reported by my predecessor, a letter was 
«ent to the President of Edward Vass Corps No. 2 of Krebs, Indian 
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Territory, No reply was received and the quarterly report blanks 
sent them were not returned. In March a letter came to us 
from the President of the Corps asking advice concerning the 
Corps. She wrote that some two weeks previous, she had found 
among the papers received from the former President, a letter 
from National Secretary, Jennie Bross, stating that no reports or 
'per capita tax had been received and she had been obliged to 
report them delinquent. She further stated that the Corps was 
small, and the members had got almost discouraged and thought 
they would have to give up, but the Post Commander said they 
must not think of it. They had spent since the beginning of the 
year, six dollars in relief and given three dollars to the Post and 
had all done what they could whenever called upon. If I would 
tell them how much they owed and send them some blanks and 
help them get straightened out they would try to keep so. This 
little band of eleven heroic women were indeed proving most loyal 
and true to their Post, and I gladly wrote them words of en- 
couragement and help and they were reinstated Jan. 1, 1896. 

Corps No. 1 of Indian Territory, early in the year decided to 
change its long Indian name to one more familiar, and certainly 
one more easily written and pronounced, so Opothlaohola No. 1, is 
now Garfield No. 1. 

May 4, W. T. Sherman Corps No. 5 of Provo, Utah, was 
instituted and officers installed by Mrs. Martha M. Campbell of 
J. B. McKean Corps No. 1 of Salt Lake City, Utah. 

Another Corps, Fluchers No. 3 of Washington, N.C., which 
had not reported during the previous year, was reinstated, Jan. 1, 
1896, and has since reported promptly. 

There are now 35 Departments and 54 Detached Corps, all in 
good standing, with a membership of 114,146, in good standing. 
There has been a very gratifying improvement in the character of 
the reports received from the colored Corps during the year. The 
instruction and encouragement received from the National Presi- 
dent during her Southern journey could not fail to bear good fruity 
and as best I could, by letter, I have endeavored to teach and 
assist the officers in their work. Many of them have expressed an 
earnest desire to " do their part well," and the improvement is 
very apparent. I think the Corps is one of the potent forces for 
the educating and uplifting of the women of our Order, and to my 
mind, this is one of the grand results of our work. 
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There have been issued from these Headquarters, 7 General 
Orders, 1 Circular Letter, 173 Commissions to National Aides and 
Assistant National Inspectors, Dispensations, 1 National Password 
and Roster ; also Quarterly Report Blanks, Delinquent Blanks, 
Treasurers' bonds and all other blanks necessary for the carrying 
on of our work. I have kept no list of the number of letters 
written, having had no spare time to devote to this task. 

The following tables show the 'number of Corps, membership 
of each Department and Detached Corps, also financial condition 
of the Order, expenditures for relief, money donated to Posts and 
number of beneficiaries. 

It will be noticed that the amount of General Fund in Depart- 
ment and Detached Corps is $114,489.99, as compared with 
$139,845.50 ; and the Relief Fund is $68,386.99, as compared with 
$69,703.97 in last report. 

Here is an apparent shrinkage which in justice to this 
administration should be explained. When the first quarterly 
reports were received, Illinois and Ohio reported as follows : — 



Department Illinois General Fund, June 30, 1896, $42,768 91 
Which was afterward corrected to read, 8,640 48 



Department Ohio General Fund, June 30, 1895, $15,601 71 
Which was afterward corrected to read, 10,880 85 



$34,118 43* 
$4,720 86 



Total error in General Fund last report, $38,839 29 

Department Illinois Relief Fund, June 30, 1895, $11,445 65 

Which was afterward corrected to read, 4,784 31 



Total error in Relief Fund, last report, $6,661 34* 

The total amount therefore in General Fund, June 30, 1895, 
should read $101,006.21 instead of $139,845.50, and amount in 
Relief Fund should read, $63,162.63 instead of $69,703.97. 

The amount in General Fund, June 30, 1896, is $114,489.99, 
and in Relief Fund, $68,386.99, which shows a handsome gain for 
the current year. 

It is not surprising these errors creep into our reports, do the 
best we can ; but all agree it is best to rectify them when dis- 
covered, so that the books at National Headquarters and the printed 
reports may be correct and uniform in every particular. 



•By error since the year 1891. 
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TABULATED REPORT OF NATIONAL SECRETARY, W.R.C., 

FROM JUNE 30, 1895, TO JUNE 30, 1896. 

Showing Number of Members and Corps in Good Standing. 



Depart- 
ments. 



June 30, 

1895. 



I & 

1 o 



Cal. and Nev — 
Colo, and Wyo... 

Connecticut 

Idaho 

Illinois 

Indiana 

Iowa 

Kansas 

Kentucky 

La. and Miss 

Maine 

Maryland 

Massachusetts... 

Michigan 

Minnesota 

Missouri 

Montana 

Nebraska 

New Hampshire. 

New Jersey 

New York 

North Dakota... 

Ohio 

Oklahoma 

Oregon 

Pennsylvania.... 

Potomac 

Rhode Island 

South Dakota... 

Tennessee 

Texas 

Vermont 

Wash. «» Alaska. 
West Virginia. .. 
Wisconsin 



s 



4S| 

2271 

17(» 

217 

200 

18 

21 

63 

21 

168 

238 

100 

66 

8 

138 

72 

23 

223 

12 



32 

122 

8 

20 

39 

5 

8 

74 

35 

10 

124 



2745 

1400 

279.5 

152 

8735 

6035 

7851 

6127 

46.> 

677 

19-20 

743 

13455 

7486 

3218 

1825 

279 

36;« 

3873 

692 

7222 

334 

11326 

161 

954 

4251 

626 

838 

1063 

136 

25ft 

254.) 

898 

239 



Sept. 30, 
1895. 



43831 123 



2851 

1295 

2780 

181 

8741 

62,54 

7470 

6119 

711 

677 

1988 

714 

13442 

7434 

3241 

1841 

259 

3239 

3892 

665 

7115 

351 

11I2>< 

152 

914 

420.' 

650 

83: 

1038 

134 

284 

2558 

945 

264 

4342 



Total Depts. 2912 109227 "2889 1108603 2968 110110 



Dec. 31, 

1895. 



54 
42 
48 
9 
224 
181 
243 

2oa 

17 
21 
54 

1 
168 
2341 
100 

77 

8 

141 

71 

24 
214 

12 



March 31, 
•1896. 



2752 
1464! 
28051 

215' 
8868 1 
6313 
8309! 
6011 

577 

551 
1994 

674 
13509 
74:«| 
3304 1 
20171 

273* 
3342 
3869, 

720 1 
7194' 

366' 

11134; 

146 
921 i 

4440, 
641 1 
824 

1061 
114 
265 

2555 
902 
264 

4383 



June 30, 
1896. 



57 

40 

49 1 

10 

219 

176j 

244! 

204 1 

22, 

21 

54 

l^l 

172 

230 

103 

74 

8 

143 

71 

25 

232 

14 

294, 

16' 

37; 

130| 

9' 

20' 

45 1 

6; 

9 

76 

40| 

ll' 

1271 



2919 
1434 
2856 

20 
8866 
6357 
840^ 
6207 

676 

613 
2023 

560 

13997 

7436 

3470 

1896 

315 
3340 
3905 

800 
7671 

416 
10t>68 

315 
10. '3 
4327 

6l9i 

819 
1135, 

141 

312 
2.562 
1024 

243 
4680 



since 

June 30, 

1896. 



3005' 112.539 1271 4222 



Gained Lost 



since 

June 30, 

1895. 





£ 


o 


1 


r ) 


<o 




S 


6 


174 


1 


34 


1 


61 


3 


64 




131 


6 


322 


27 


657 


4 


80 


4 


218 




36 



1 


a 

1 


"8 






... 











50 



1 103 

..!....! 3 18a 
4; 642' . 

••! I 8 

3, 252 . 
8 71 . 

36 .... I ... . 

..293 
1!.... 



108 
349 

82 



9 164 

5 69 
81 76 
1,.., 



14 1 358 



6, 72 

1 5 

1 54 

1 13 

51 126 

1 4 

3 297 



7 
19 



34| 910 



Detached Corps. 

Arizona Ter 

Arkansas 

Florida 

Georgia 

Indian Territory 
North Carolina. 

New Mexico 

South Carolina. . 

Tennessee 

Uiah 

Virginia 



Total Detached 
Corps 



79 



179 

63 

20 
138 

33 
120 

70, 
159 
616 16 



1377 



42 13.51 45! 



67 1 



174 


5| 


179 1 


65 


21 


63 


21 


ll 


201 


141 


4; 


151 


34 


2I 


34I 


121 


3| 


122 


64 


3 


61 


144 


4, 


113 1 


626 


18 


669 



3 
2 
'6 
3 

4 
2 

31 
3 
4 
19, 



74 

35 
192 
122 

19 
168 1 

34 
128 1 

52 
126 
605 



78 

52 
164 
140 

31 
168 

33 
125 

83 
136 
604 









1 


3 


52 




ii 




77 
11 
30 














— 6 
13 




23 


4 


88 






13 


276 




Z9 



Total Depts 

Tot. Det'd Corps 


2912 
41 

2953 


109227 
1377 


2889 
42 


108603 
1361 


2968 
46 


110110 
1369 






3005 
54 


1125391 
I6I4I 


127 
13 

140 


4222 
276 

4498 


34 
34 


910 


50 


1655 


39 


Grand Total 


110604 


2931 


109954 


3013 


111479 


.50 


15.56 


3059 


1141.53 


949 



Summary for Year Ending June 30, 1896. 

Total in good standing June 30, 1896 3059 Corps 114153 Members 

" " «♦ '♦ 1895 2963 ** 110604 '♦ 

Net gain in good standing 106 Corps 3549 Members 

♦No reports received from Departments for quarter ending March 31, the Thirteenth 
National Convention having voted for Semi- Annual Reports. 

54 
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Tabulated Report of the financial standing of the Woman's 
Relief Corps and the number of its beneficiaries reported June 
30, 1896: — 



Departments. 



California and Nevada... 
Colorado and Wyoming. . . 

Connecticut 

Idaho 

Illinois 

Indiana 

Iowa 

Kansas 

Kentucky 

Louisiana and Mississippi. 

Maine 

Maryland 

Massachusetts 

Michigan 

Minnesota 

Missouri 

Montana 

Nebraska 

New Hampshire 

New Jersey 

New York 

North Dakota 

Ohio 

Oklahoma 

Oregon 

Pennsylvania 

Potomac 

Rhode Island 

South Dakota 

Tennessee 

Texas 

Vermont 

Washington and Alaska . . 

West Virginia 

Wisconsin 



Total Departments. . 

Detached Corps. 

Arizona Territory 

A I kansas 

Florida 

Georgia 

Indian Territory 

North Carolina 

New Mexico 

South Carolina 

Tennessee 

Utah 

Virginia 






$136 33 
77 4U 

493 07 
63 72 
11 64 
47 82 
61 23 
37 66 
H:H 56 
96 60 

727 21 



Total Detached Corps | $1 ,786 16 



$59 00 

1 00 

67 05 

29 71 

10 

5 06 

63 20 

27 35 

16 05 

82 48 

21 32 



$362 32 





2 




2 


8 


7 


6 


23 


26 


7 


9 


12 


25 


49 


61 


3 


4 




1 


9 


39 


3 


17 


14 


24 


93 


6 


64 
135 


147 


166 
311 


361 



General 

Fund on 

hand. 


t Relief Fund 
3 on hand. 


' Soldiers 
g \ assisted. 




Members 
$ assisted. 


II 


$5,391 58 


1,165 


1,676 


2,483 01 


1706 24 


304 


684 


50 


938 


3,968 80 


1;197 27 


180 


604 


135 


919 


428 63 


258 96 


9 


5 


6 


19 


9,211 19 


4,953 69 


712 


2,344 


285 


3,341 


6,769 15 


2,809 01 


442 


1,614 


227 


2,283 


8,058 23 


3,391 06 


630 


2,085 


212 


2,927 


1,688 12 


2,386 12 


450 


1,729 


286 


2,466 


22!J24 


26 14 


50 


49 


52 


151 


124 09 


81 00 


125 


77 


67 


269 


1,697 50 


11,28 29 


63 


168 


61 


29-2 


(535 34 


4h^ 06 


126 


236 


89 


451 


15,087 27 


13,252 86 


679 


1,793 


462 


2,834 


6,147 31 


1,767 61 


452 


1,594 


336 


2,381 


4.649 97 


630 11 


273 


755 


170 


1,198 


1,792 34 


991 79 


289 


1,102 


144 


1,635 


243 66 


96 45 


8 


16 


2 


26 


1,728 82 


968 14 


217 


678 


174 


1,069 


4,798 63 


3,192 16 


34 


129 


75 


238 


499 36 


606 89 


61 


155 


26 


242 


6,719 99 


3,217 24 


608 


1,916 


420 


2,943 


660 24 


206 46 


9 


7 


6 


22 


10,417 46 


5,490 32 


889 


4,498 


288 


5,676 


80 01 


47 34 


18 


41 


24 


83 


1,291 57 


268 88 


26 


166 


89 


221 


3,661 04 


8,698 01 


264 


736 


139 


1,129 


161 00 


269 64 


74 


296 


139 


509 


2,244 06 


635 75 


66 


134 


71 


271 


740 54 


322 98 


61 


205 


24 


280 


103 77 


43 12 


2 


6 


1 


9 


820 66 


190 10 


16 


65 


6 


86 


3,231 07 


1,390 03 


121 


449 


92 


662 


2,195 67 


926 91 


89 


460 


61 


610 


162 17 


169*5 


17 


85 


21 


123 


5,599 54 


1,628 48 


330 


1,348 


254 


1,932 


$112,703 83 


$68,024 67 


7,897 


27.273 


4,638 


39,708 



2 

15 
55 

28 



125 

49 
34 
123 

367 



Total Departments 

Total Detached Corps — 


$112,703 83 
1,786 16 


$68,024 67 
362 32 


7.897 
135 


27,273 
361 


4,538 
311 


39,708 
806 


Grand Total 


$114,489 99 


Si'68.386 99 


8.082 


27,684 


4,849 


40,513 
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Tabulated Report of Expenditures for Relief, as reported 
by Departments and Detached Corps, from June 30, 1895, to 
June 30, 1896: — 



Depabtments. 



California and Nevada — 
Colorado and Wyoming. . . 

Connecticut 

Idaho 

Illinois 

Indiana 

Iowa 

Kansas 

Kentuclcy 

Louisiana and Mississippi 

Maine 

Maryland 

Massachusetts 

Michigan 

Minnesota 

Missouri 

Montana 

Nebraska 

New Hampshire 

New Jersey 

New York 

North Dakota 

Ohio 

Oklahoma 

Oregon 

Pennsylvania 

Potomac 

Rhode Island 

South Dakota 

Tennessee 

Texas 

Vermont 

Washington and Alaska. . 

West Virginia 

Wisconsin 

Total of Departments 

Detached Corps. 

Arizona Territory 

Arkansas 

Florida 

Georgia 

Indian Territory 

North Carolina 

New Mexico 

South Carolina 

Tennessee 

Utah 

Virginia 

Total Detached Corps . . . . 

Total Departments 

Total Detached Corps 

Grand Total 






$3,330 12 

1,485 12 

1,490 69 

134 15 

6,290 96 

8,500 32 

3,288 31 

2,254 62 

479 27 

436 21 

310 15 

298 16 

7,523 44 

2,452 23 

1,015 14 

1,131 34 

173 56 

1,091 65 

1,939 32 

423 17 

4,282 59 

85 50 

6,049 49 

88 40 

250 17 

1,816 19 

405 99 

221 08 

439 43 

20 00 

186 74 

690 17 

686 61 

83 SO 

3,037 83 



$56,390 91 



•a o 



$ 889 90 

353 88 

678 44 

331 60 

2,122 66 

945 26 

1,693 64 

1,331 15 

36 00 

111 40 

433 74 

176 18 

9,238 21 

2,196 07 

1,263 25 

299 61 

324 44 

1,226 66 

1,073 07 

468 18 

2,932 73 

186 23 

4,027 30 

99 66 

173 56 

2,319 36 

10 00 

461 00 

178 74 

10 00 

42 00 

635 67 

422 73 

133 00 

1,103 79 



$37,818 11 




1 



$1,631 40 I 
1,689 73 
1,011 13 



$5,751 42 
3,628 73 
3,180 26 



28 35 


494 10 


6,173 81 


12,587 43 


3,188 13 


7,633 71 


3,866 97 


8,748 92 


2,498 90 


6,084 67 


94 67 


606 94 


380 00 


927 61 


686 20 


1,429 09 


226 41 


700 76 


3,480 73 


20,242 38 


3,631 43 


8,279 73 


2,380 92 


4,649 31 


1,184 76 


2,616 70 


64 60 


662 49 


1,382 60 


3,700 91 


372 69 


3,384 98 


184 14 


1,076 49 


3,627 26 


10,842 67 


178 00 


449 73 


4,952 94 


16,029 73 


148 90 


336 96 


721 45 


1,146 18 


2,005 27 


6,140 82 


683 08 


999 07 


220 50 


902 68 


586 81 


1,204 98 




30 00 


118 45 


346 19 


1,286 52 


2,611 36 


855 02 


1,964 36 


121 75 


338 65 


2,983 97 


7,126 69 


$61,435 27 


$145,644 29 



$6 50 
3 00 
85 86 
58 40 

17 00 
88 76 

18 80 
173 86 

66 07 
98 36 
448 82 



$1,055 42 



$9 00 
100 20 
15 76 



34 66 
9 83 

10 00 
212 90 



$392 23 



$1 60 
11 50 
31 00 
4 00 
42 50 



2 25 
145 20 
184 14 



$6 50 

13 50 
197 66 
106 15 

21 00 
131 26 

18 80 
208 41 

68 16 
263 65 
846 86 



$422 09 $1,869 74 



$66,390 91 
1,055 42 



$57,446 33 



$37,818 11 
392 23 



$38,210 34 



$51,436 27 
422 09 



$51,867 36 



$145,644 29 
1,869 74 



$147,614 03 
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TABLE SHOWING NUMBER OF DELINQUENT CORPS AND 

MEMBERS AS REPORTED BY DEPARTMENTS. 

June 30, 1896. 



California and Nevada 

Colorado and Wyoming 

Connecticut . 

Idaho . 

Illinois 

Indiana 

Iowa 

Kansas 

Kentucky 

Louisiana and Mississippi 

Maine . 

Maryland 

Massachusetts 

Michigan 

Minnesota . 

Missouri 

Montana 

Nebraska 

New Hampshire 

New Jersey . 

New York 

North Dakota 

Ohio . 

Oklahoma 

Oregon 

Pennsylvania 

Potomac 

Rhode Island 

South Dakota 

Tennessee 

Texas . 

Vermont 

Washington and Alaska 

West Virginia 

Wisconsin 

Totals 



Corps. 


Members 


3 


73 


2 


63 


none 


none 


none 


none 


16 


237 


U 


292 


4 


48 


19 


826 


7 


161 


none 


none 


1 


29 


3 


44 


none 


none 


10 


183 


none 


none 


10 


146 


none 


none 


9 


117 


none 


none 


1 


11 


5 


90 


none 


none 


11 


144 


4 


76 


1 


17 


9 


141 


none 


none 


none 


none 


6 


61 


1 


13 


none 


none 


none 


none 


2 


22 


none 


none 


6 


96 



144 



2379 



Delinquent Detached Corps — None. 
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RECAPITULATION. 
Showing Gains and Losses in Membbbship and Cobps. 



Members in good standing Jane 30, 1895, 
Gained by charter in Departments 
Gained by charter in Detached Corps . 

Gained by initiation in Departments 
Gained by initiation in Detached Corps 

Gained by transfer in Departments 
Gained by transfer in Detached Corps . 



Reinstatement from suspension in Departments, 
Reinstatement from suspension in Detached Corps, 

Reinstatement from dropped in Departments 
Reinstatement from dropped in Detached Corps . 

Gained by delinquent reports in Departments 
Gained by delinquent reports in Detached Corps, 

Total gain from all sources 

Aggregate 



6,974 
172 



1,027 
24 

6ir)32 
none 



Lost by death in Departments .... 1,2:^0 

Lost by death in Detached Corps .... 25 

Lost by honorable discharge from Departments 3,759 

Lost by honorable discharge from Detached Corps, 17 

Lost by transfer in Departments .... 2,678 

Lost by transfer in Detached Corps ... 5 

Lost by suspension in Departments 
Lost by suspension in Detached Corps 

Lost by dishonorable discharge in Departments . 182 

Lost by dishonorable discharge in Detached Corps, 2 

Lost by delinquent reports in Departments . . 6,717 

Lost by delinquent reports in Detached Corps . none 



Total loss from all sources 

Members in good standing June 30, 1896, 

Members transferred 

Members suspended 

Members delinquent reports . 

Total members not reporting 
Total membership June 30, 1896 , 



No. of Corps reporting in Departments 
No. of Corps reporting in Detached Corps 
No. of Corps delinquent in Departments 
No. of Corps delinquent in Detached Corps 
Total No. of Corps June 30, 1896 



3,839 



3,660 
179 

12,887 

178 
13,065 

1,409 
13 



1,422 
7,146 



- 1,051 



6,532 



14,611 

280 



- 1,265 
3,776 

- 2,683 
-14,891 

184 

- 6,717 



2,683 

14,891 

6,717 



3,005 

54 

144 

none 



110,604 



33,055 
T43^9 



29,5 06 
114,153 



24,291 
1H8,444 



3,203 
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RECAPITULATION — Continued. 
Showing Net Gain of Members and Corps in Good Standing. 



Members in good standing June 30, 1896 
Members in good standing June 30, 1895 

Net gain membership in good standing 



114,153 
110,604 



3,549 



Corps in good standing June 30, 1896 . 
Corps in good standing June 30, 1895 . 

Net gain Corps in good standing 



3,059 
2,953 



106 



Showing Amounts Expended for Relief, etc., etc. 

Amount expended in Relief by Departments 
Amount expended in Relief by Detached Corps . 

Total expended for Relief .... 

Amonnt turned over to Posts by Departments . 
Amount turned over to Posts by Detached Corps 

Total amount turned over to Posts . 

Expended for Memorial Day by Departments 
Expended for Memorial Day by Detached Corps 

Total expended for Memorial Day 

Expended for Memorial Day in the South by Depart 
ments 

Expended for Memorial Day in the South by Detached 
Corps 



Total expended for Memorial Day in the South, 

Expended for W.R.C. Home 

Expended for Army Nurses not in W.R.C. Home 
Expended from National Headquarters Relief Fund . 

Total Cash expenditures for Relief . 

Amount of Relief other than money .... 

Total amount expended for Relief during the year 

Total amount of Relief since organization to 
June 30, 1895 

Total amount of Relief since organization to 
June 30, 1896 



$56,390 91 
1,055 42 








$57,446 33 


$37,818 
392 


11 
23 


' 






$38,210 34 


$13,298 
456 


12 

18 








$13,754 30 


$1,194 


94 




14 


50 








$1,209 44 






$8,431 91 

266 00 

45 55 



$119,363 87 

51,857 36 

$171,221 23 

$1,201,890 19 
$1,873,111 42 
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ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 

Many and cordial have been the invitations received to attend 
Department Conventions, receptions, fairs, picnics and entertain- 
ments, such as our Corps delight in. These have been previously 
acknowledged, but I gladly take this opportunity to express my 
sincere thanks for the kindly remembrance. From far and near 
have they come and I would have accepted every one, had I only 
my own inclinations to consult ; but the work of the office would 
have been most seriously neglected in consequence. I attended 
the Department Conventions of all the New England States, as 
the guest of the Departments, and was most graciously entertained 
by all. I also spent Memorial Day in Louisville, Ky., and partici- 
pated in the exercises of the Grand Army of the Republic, in Cave 
Hill Cemetery. 

My sincere thanks are extended to Past National Secretary, 
Jennie Bross, for kindly assistance and information always so 
graciously given, and to the National Treasurer, Isabelle T. Bagley, 
for constant co-operation in our work. She has been a faithful 
ally at all times and we have labored together without a shadow 
of variance. Her work shows such complete understanding, sys- 
tematic planning, and perfection of detail, that our Order is to be 
congratulated that it can command the services of one so admirably 
fitted to fill this important office. 

The year has been a short and pleasant one and my relations 
with the members of the Order everywhere, absolutely harmonious. 
Not an unpleasant word, not a breath of faultfinding, nothing 
that could cause a pang of pain has been received in any of the 
many, many letters that have reached me, and only words of kind- 
ness have been recorded. T desire to thank one and all for their 
unfailing courtesy and good will. 

To E. B. Stillings, the never-failing friend of the National 
Officers, as from year to year they take up the work, I extend my 
grateful thanks for his helpfulness at all times and on all occa- 
sions. Only those who have experienced this helpfulness can 
realize its full value. 

And now, Mrs. President, as we are about to sever the pleas- 
ant association of the past year, I wish to express my thanks to 
you for your patience and kindly consideration. Friends as we 
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have been for many years, the close and constant intercourse of 
the past year has brought us still nearer together. Working as we 
have, without a thought of aught but how to secure the very best 
results that faithful and earnest effort could accomplish, we have 
had nothing to lessen our old-time friendship or mar the harmony 
of our intimate association. The year has been a happy one and 
only pleasant memories will remain to me of our united laborH and 
duties. If we have succeeded in advancing our work for the 
" veteran and his dependent ones,'' if we have been able to assist 
in the spreading abroad of the spirit of patriotism throughout the 
length and breadth of our land, if we have been helpers in any 
way in the uplifting and enlightening of our people, if we have been 
successful in any degree in making the world happier and better, 
then have our labors not been in vain, nor our strength spent for 
naught. 

May our Order continue on in its blessed work, each year 
growing larger and stronger and broader, keeping ever in the 
fore-front of the battle against poverty and ignorance and all else 
that tends to make life harder and sadder, in this, our beloved 
land. 

Respectfully submitted in F., C. and L., 



(^ytb ayi^iyut^t^ ^ . Jit 



National Secretary. 
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Report of National Treasurer. 



Office of National Treasurer, W.K.C. 

Zanesville, Ohio, July 1, 1896. 
Mrs. Harriette L. Reed, 

National Secretary, W,B.C. 
Madam: In compliance with our Rules and Regulations, I 
have the honor to submit herewith a financial statement for the 
year ending June 30, 1896. 



ACCOUNT CURRENT. 

Isabelle T. Bagley, National Treasurer, in account with the 
Woman's Relief Corps. 



Dr, 
Cash on hand as per last report 
Rec'd per capita tax, first quarter . 
" " " second quarter 

" " " third quarter 

" " " fourth quarter 



$2,304 17 
2,276 00 
2,338 81 

707 75 



$3,117 66 



7,626 73 



Rec'd from sale of supplies, first quarter, $1,240 55 
" " " second quarter, 1,599 06 

" " " third quarter, 4,099 05 

" " " fourth quarter, 4,363 50 



11,302 16 



Amount carried forward .... $22,046 55 
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Amount brought forward . 
Rec'd interest from Mechanics Bank, 

Detroit, Michigan .... 
Rec'd interest from Citizens National 

Bank, Zanesville, Ohio 
Rec'd from E. B. Stillings & Co., check 

returned .... 



Total receipts 



Cr. 



■ 


$22,046 56 




40 63 




68 30 




36 48 




$22,181 96 


$2,486 63 
2,263 22 
6,821 40 
3,261 26 




$14,832 51 





By expenditures, first quarter 
" " second quarter 

" " third quarter 

" " fourth quarter 

Total expenditures . 
By one-half per capita ($7,626 73) 
for year ending June 30, 1896, trans- 
ferred to the National W.R.C. Home 
Fund 3,813 36 

Total disbursements . 

Balance to new account 
Balance National W.R.C. Home Fund . 
" National W.R.C. Home Land Fund, 
" Jensie Wells Fund . 
" National Headquarters Relief Fund, 
^* National Council of Women Fund, 

Total cash in all funds 

ASSETS — July 1,1896. 

Supplies on hand, as per abstract . 
Due from Departments and Detached 

Corps, 

Cash in hands of National President in 

National Headquarters Fund . 
Cash in hands of National President in 

Nat'l Headquarters Relief Fund 

Amount carried forward .... 



18,645 87 



$3,536 09 


861 72 


186 85 


159 78 


134 89 


240 70 



$5,110 03 



$3,876 73 


497 77 


174 38 


4 46 


$4,553 33 
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Amount brought forward .... $4^553 33 

Cash on hand, General Fund . . . $3,536 09 

Cash on hand Nat'l W.R.C. Home Fund, 851 72 
Cash on hand, Nat'l W.R.C. Home Land 

Fund 186 85 

Cash on hand, Jensie Wells Fund . . 159 78 
Cash on hand, National Headquarters 

Relief Fund 134 89 

Cash on hand. National Council of 

Women Fund 240 70 



Total cash on hand . . 5,110 03 



Total assets of all kinds . $9,663 36 



LIABILITIES — None. 
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SUPPLIES IN HANDS OF NATIONAL OFFICEKS. 



NATIONAL TBEASUBEB. 



1,817 Badges, all grades. 

134 Recog*n Badges, bronze. 

64 Recog'n Badges, gold pins 

and charms. 

114 Rolled Gold Pins and 
charms. 

4 Geneva crosses. 

7| Yds. Charter Ribbon. 

160 Yds. Membership Ribbon. 

207 Yds. Officers' Ribbon. 

652 Emblems. 

1,539 Corps Charters. 

2,057 Rituals. 

1,269 Corps Service Books. 

49 Dept. and Nat'l Service 
Books. 

1,412 Bnrial and Memorial Ser- 
vice Books. 

1,014 Rules and Regulations. 

40,400 Applications Membership. 

16,820 Invoices Corps Supplies. 

22,330 Arrearage Blanks. 

6,157 Corps Treasurers' Bonds. 

199 Dept. Treasurers* Bonds. 

959 Corps Requisition Books. 

53 Music, Opening Ode. 

408 Initiation March. 

6,436 Ode Cards. 

2,372 Discharge Cards. 

6,869 Transfer Cards. 

3,986 Visiting Cards. 

8 Dept. Credential Cards. 

826 Nat'l Credential Cards. 

2,200 Dept. Credential Cards 

(blocked in 60*s) 

1,050 Nat'l Credential Cards 
(blocked in 50's) 

504 Journals. 

512 Ledgers. 

316 Cash Books. 

207 Roll Books. 



294 


Order Books. 


1,236 


Dept. Commissions. 


6 


Dept. Supply Ledgers. 


10 


l^at'l Sec'y Order Books. 


8 


Nat'l Treas. Receipt Books 


1,178 


Receipt Books. 


504 


G. 0. Files. 


160 


Letter Files. 


4 


Beath's Blue Book. 


858 


Red Books. 


116 


Large Electros. 


116 


Small Electros. 


92 


Dept. Order Books. 


274 


Dept Receipt Books. 


120 


Specimen Sheets, Ledger. 


215 


Specimen Sheets, Cash. 


885 


Applications Corps Char- 




ters. 


75 


Dept. Requisition Books. 


4,255 


Form A. 


4,165 


Form B. 


1,926 


Form C. 


1,162 


Form D. 


845 


Form E. 


756 


Form F. 


3,546 


Form G. 


55 


Form H. 


214 


Form I. 


10,888 


Form J. 


9 


Form K. 


2,236 


Form L. 


142 


Form M. 


932 


Form N. 


3,742 


Form 0. 




Form P. 


273 


Form R. 


187 


Form S. 


17 


Form T. 


4,826 


Form U. 


340 


Form V. 


125 


Mailing Tubes. 



Value of Supplies in hands of National Treasurer, $3,868.79. 



Digitized by 



Google 



66 



FOURTEENTH NATIONAL CONVENTION OF 



National Secretary. 



I 


Charter. 


2 


Form I. 


31 


Charter Applications. 


28 


Form J. 


74 


Applications for Membership. 


4 


Form K. 


15 


Corps Treasurers' Bonds. 


39 


Form L. 


14 


Form A. 


32 


Form N. 


12 


Form B. 


12 


Form 0. 


39 


Form C. 


4 


Form P. 


54 


Form D. 


2 


Form S, 


2 


Form E. 


1 


Form T. 


2 


Form F. 


1 


Form U. 


13 


Form G. 


HI 


Form V. 


2 


Form H. 








Value of Supplies in hands of > 


ration 


al Secretary, ^.72 



National Chaplain. 
69 Form K. 

Value of Supplies in hands of National Chaplain, ^0.82. 

Nahonal Inspector. 
150 Form P. 30 Form R. 12 Form S 

Value of Supplies in hands of National Inspector, $1.76. 



National Instituting and Installing Officer. 

25 Form I. 
100 Form H. 

10 Rules and Regulations. 

Value of Supplies in hands of National Instituting and Installing 
Officer, $2.64. 



25 Applications for Charters. 
50 Form G. 



SUMMARY. 



Value of Supplies in hands of National Treasurer, 


$3,868 79 


It (I a {( 


Secretary, 


2 72 


i( t( (( Ik 


Chaplain, 


82 


(( (( k( K 


Inspector, 


1 76 


(I t( (( ;( 


I. and I. Officer, 
hand, 


2 64 


Total Value of Supplies on 


$3,876 73 
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ABSTEACT OF EXPENDITUEES 

AS PER VOUCHERS. 



EXPENDITURES FIRST QUARTER, ENDING SEPT. 30, 



J. K. Davison, badges . . . 

E. B. Stillings & Co., printing and supplies 

E. B. Stillings & Co., printing preliminary reports 

J. W. Burst, Beath's Blue Books 

Wm. F. Moore, supplies 

Lizabeth A. Turner, badge ribbon, National Convention 

Agnes Hitt, National Inspector, postage, express 

Julia S. Conklin, Committee on Patriotism, postage 

Emma R. Wallace, National President, expense of 
Press Correspondent 

Emma R. Wallace, National President, extra office help 
for the year 

Emma R. Wallace, postage on invitations, reception 
" " travelling expenses, Boston and 
Canton, Ohio 

Jennie Bross, National Secretary, balance salary . 

Jennie Bross, National Secretary, desk rent, one year 

National Headquarters, rent, three months . 

" " printing General Orders . 

« " " National Roster 

" " postage on letters and above 

" " express, telegrams . 

" " ink, pens, twine 

Armilla A. Cheney, National Treasurer, balance salary 
" " telephone service, three months 

" " postage on {^letters and supplies 

" " express on supplies 

" " drayage'^ditto, telegrams, etc. 

National Headquarters, parlor, Louisville, Ky. 



1895. 



$582 12 
406 81 
389 67 

4 53 
75 

26 90 
2 60 
2 95 

9 39 

50 00 
25 00 

45 00 
100 00 

5 00 
45 00 

42 00 
28 00 

43 97 
15 48 

1 05 

100 00 

12 50 

18 11 

7 60 

5 55 

300 00 



Amount carried forward . 



«2,219 88 
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Amount brought forward .... 

Rooms, board, three National Officers, ditto . 
Inez J. Bender, services, stenographer, ditto 
Inez J. Bender, expense, board, ditto .... 
Jennie Myerhoff, telegrams. National Convention 
Emma R. Wallace, National President, travelling ex- 
penses, ditto . . . . . 
Armilla A. Cheney, National Treasurer, ditto 
Expense of Court in suit brought by Ada F. Clark, 

Canton, Ohio 

Flo J. Miller, carriage in connection with above and to 
National Encampment, Grand Army . 

Total expenditures. First Quarter . 



$2,219 88 


80 00 


85 00 


13 80 


1 80 


5 76 


9 40 



65 00 



6 00 



$2,486 63 



EXPENDITURES SECOND QUARTER, ENDING DEC. 80, 1895. 



J. K. Davison, badges and ribbon . . . . 

E. B. Stillings & Co., printing and supplies 

Lizabeth A. Turner, National President, for National 

Headquarters Fund 

E. B. Stillings & Co., postage and expressage 

W. H. Swallow, expressage on Convention markers 

Minnie M. Kyle, Assistant Secretary, Thirteenth 

National Convention 

Ida Wilson Moore, postage 

Harriette L. Reed, National Secretary, salary for quarter 
Isabelle T. Bagley, National Treasurer, salary for quarter 

" " freight and dray age 

" " postage on supplies and letters 

" " expressage 

" " telegram . 

" " telephone, three months 

George R. Fox, wrapping paper . 
Putnam Planing Mill Co., shelving 
George W. Shaw, one pair of scales 



$1,238 63 
157 74 

150 00 
29 52 

1 00 

20 00 

2 14 
150 00 
150 00 

12 60 

45 20 

8 20 

' 30 

7 50 
11 10 

8 01 
1 00 



Amount carried forward 



$1,992 94 
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Amount brought forward .... 

Armilla A. Cheney, drayage on supplies 

Ella Jordan Mason, National I. & I. Officer, expressage, 

postage 

A. J. Burbank, Quartermaster General, GA.E., Beath's 

Blue Books . 18 00 

Sarah E. Phillips, Chairman Auditing Committee, 

board while auditing books 3 00 

Jennie Bross, Past National Secretary, expressage, 

drayage and postage 8 08 

Lizabeth A. Turner, National President, for National 

Headquarters Relief Fund transferred from General 

Fund 

H. M. Lane, Attorney's fees, Louisville law suit . 
Bisson & Boyden, testimonial, Emma R. Wallace . . 
Armilla A. Cheney, Past National Treasurer, by vote 

of Thirteenth National Convention 
The Times Recorder Co., printing .... 
Armilla A. Cheney, carriage at National Convention . 
A. J. Small, printing for National I. & I. Officer . 

Total expenditures. Second Quarter . |2,263 22 

EXPENDITURES THIRD QUARTER, ENDING MARCH 31, 1896. 

J. K. Davison, badges and ribbon .... 

E. B. Stillings & Co., printing and supplies 

E. B. Stillings & Co., postage and expressage 

E. B. Stillings & Co., printing Convention Journal 

E. B. Stillings & Co., freight, expressage and postage 

on Thirteenth National Convention Journal 

George R Fox, tying twine 

The Courier Co., printing postals and billheads . 

M. I. Sandes, travelling expenses to St. Paul 

Ella Jordan Mason, National I. & I. Officer, postage, 

expressage, etc 4 05 

The Courier Co., printing invoice of supplies for 

National Treasurer 10 50 



$1,992 94 


1 86 


4 10 



50 00 


75 00 


40 00 


60 00 


13 50 


2 50 


4 25 



f 2,276 49 


1,634 66 


32 19 


1,762 50 


125 72 


1 83 


10 00 


14 60 



Amount carried forward .... $5,872 44 
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Amount brought forward .... $5,872 44 

Lizabeth A. Turner, National President, for National 

Headquarters Fund 200 00 

Jennie Bross, Past National Secretary, by vote of 

Thirteenth National Convention .... 50 00 
Amelia E. Colgan, expense, inspecting and instituting 

Corps 25 20 

W. A. Roberts, printing I. & I. circulars for Mrs. 

Mason 11 75 

Emma R. Wallace, expense. Committee on Union of 

Orders 16 85 

Julia S. Conklin, printing and expressage . . . 4 85' 

Harriette L. Reed, National Secretary, salary for quarter 150 00 

Isabelle T. Bagley, National Treasurer, salary for quarter 150 00 

" " postage on supplies and letters . 60 00 

" " expressage 6 00 

" " freight and drayage . . . 15 31 

" " telegrams 3 45 

" " office supplies 12 05 

" " telephone, three months ... 7 50 
A. J. Burbank, Quartermaster General, G. A.R., Beath's 

Blue Books 9 00 

Mary L. Carr, National Inspector, express, postage and 

printing 8 50 

Mary L. Carr, National Inspector, inspecting Corps in 

Utah 18 50 

Lizabeth A. Turner, National President, for National 

Headquarters Fund 200 00 



Total expenditure. Third Quarter . . $6,821 40 

EXPENDITURES FOURTH QUARTER, ENDING JUNE 30, 1896. 

J. K. Davison, badges and ribbon .... $1,397 22 

E. B. Stillings & Co., printing and supplies . . 1,303 12 

E. B. Stillings & Co., postage and expressage . . 36 99 

Alice A. Henry, member Executive Board, envelopes . 40 

Frances E. Moore, member Executive Board, envelopes 1 00 

Amount carried forward .... $2,738 73 
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Amount brought forward .... 

Ella Jordan Mason, postage and expressage 

Kate Pond, Assistant National Inspector, inspecting 

books, Nebraska 

Ella M. Koberts, Assistant National Inspector, inspect- 
ing books, Vermont 

Anna L. Shakespeare, Assistant National Inspector, in- 
specting books, Michigan 

Geraldine E. Frisbie, Assistant National Inspector, in- 
specting books, California and Nevada . 
Mary A. Lyon, Assistant National Inspector, inspect- 
ing books, Ohio 

Martha M. Campbell, instituting Corps at Provo, Utah 
Lizabeth A. Turner, National President, ribbon for 
National Convention Badges .... 
Harriet A. Lathrop, Assistant National Inspector, in- 
specting books. New York 

Phillip L. Shane, services, hall janitor, Louisville, ILy. 
C. J. Brenholts, forty-two stock badge boxes 
Harriette L. Reed, National Secretary, salary for quarter 
Isabelle T. Bagley, National Treasurer, salary for quarter 
" " expressage .... 

" " postage on supplies and letters 

" " freight and drayage 

" " telegrams .... 

" ^ " telephone, three months . 

" " binding Journals sent War Depart- 

ment by order National Convention 
Refunded to Department of Iowa 
Isabelle T. Bagley, National Treasurer, office supplies 

Total expenditures, Fourth Quarter 



$2,738 73 


3 21 


5 79 


5 60 


8 36 


2 80 


8 00 


7 76 



29 ^^ 

9 00 

20 00 

10 50 

150 00 

150 00 

10 05 
52 56 
25 39 

99 
7 50 

1 00 
3 06 

11 40 

$3,261 2^ 
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National Woman's Relief Corps Home Fund. 



ACCOUNT CURRENT. 
Dr. 



To cash on hand at last report |4,170 99 

To one half per capita tax, for year ending June 30, 

1896 3,813 36 

Received from Departments and Corps as follows ; — 

Colorado and Wyoming . . . $1 00 

Connecticut 

North Dakota . 



Illinois 

Indiana 

Iowa 

Kansas 

Kentucky . 

Maryland . 

Massachusetts . 

Michigan . 

Minnesota 

Nebraska . 

New York 

Pennsylvania . 

Potomac . 

Texas 

Washington and Alaska 

Ohio 

Wisconsin 

Detached Corps 

Amount brought forward 



37 00 

6 24 

18 ^6 

10 08 
263 64 

60 98 

5 84 

68 

18 00 
1 00 
1 99 

3 74 

4 60 
51 69 

1 28 

5 00 

11 00 
95 42 

1 83 

12 22 



674 88 



$8,659 23 
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Amount brought forward , 

Received from pensions of inmates 

Received from board of guests 

Received from sale of empty barrels 

Received check, returned, Ursula Beaver 

Received from " Benefit Box " 

Received from sale of cow's hide * 

Received from Mary Pratt, thankoffering 

Received from Martha A. King, donation 

Received from Eliza Brown 

Received from Jane Henion 

Received from Commissioners Hardin County, Ohio. 

burial expense of Eliza Brown 
Received interest from Mechanics' Bank, Detroit 
Received interest Citizens' National Bank, Zanesville 

Total receipts $9,549 63 



$8,669 23 


693 22 


9 25 


6 20 


5 00 


7 17 


3 00 


5 00 


10 00 


6 16 


24 24 


35 00 


32 96 


54 20 



By expenditures, first quarter . . . $1,387 75 

" " second quarter . . 2,537 97 

" " third quarter . . . 2,174 26 

" " fourth quarter . . 2,597 93 

Balance to new account 



8,697 91 
$851 72 



The total receipts, $9,549.63, may be classified as follows : — 

For relief of Army Nurses outside of National Home . $1 00 
Four cents per member from Departments and Corps 

in July, 1895 394 35 

National W.R.C. Home Fund . . . . . 9,067 12 

Interest Mechanics' Bank, Detroit, Michigan . . 32 96 

Interest Citizens' National Bank, Zanesville, Ohio . 54 20 



Total 



$9,549 63 
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ABSTRACT OF EXPENDITURES 



For the Year Ending June 30, 1896. 



Provisions . 
Medical services . 
Drugs .... 
Clothing and dry goods 
Fuel and light 
Feed and lumber . 
Hardware and repairs . 
Soap and ice 

Seeds^ plants and fertilizer 
Horse hire, wagon and buggy hire 
Brooms and toilet paper 
Night watching and nursing 
Funeral services and digging graves 
Furniture .... 
Dishes, crocks and silver spoons 
Washing machine 
Sled bobs .... 
Dental work 

Saddlers' supplies and repairs 
Blacksmith in g 
Scavenger work . 
Work on gas machine . 
Cleaning Ohio Cottage 
Laying carpets, Ohio Cottage 
Medical services for stock 
Hauling coal 

Butchering .... 
Canning fruit 

Gardening .... 
Travelling expenses of Clare H. 
from Athol, Mass., to Madison 
Starch, blueing, clothespins 
Sapolio, Gold Dust, lye 

Amount carried forward 



Burleigh 
Ohio 



$1,764 07 


374 50 


255 58 


105 40 


691 66 


330 10 


129 30 


52 57 


32 33 


7 25 


21 76 


69 78 


26 00 


17 90 


26 69 


12 00 


12 00 


1 00 


13 25 


14 55 


25 00 


1 25 


35 50 


16 80 


13 10 


15 00 


1 75 


6 50 


39 38 


13 50 


5 13 


1 81 



«4,132 41 
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Amount brought forward 

Tubs, clothes basket, mop stick . 
Chimneys, burners, pails 
Pickle barrels, sealing wax . 
Can rubbers, fly paper, toothpicks 
Paint, shellac, brushes . 
Castor oil, white lead, dryer 
Varnish, boiled oil, turpentine 
Charcoal, lime, gravel . 
Sponge, duster 
Glue, lamp wicks . 
Placing rope in flagstaff 
Telephoning 

Fence posts .... 
Ledger .... 

Salary of Superintendent 

" Assistant Superintendent 

" Matron . 

Wages, supply matron 

" nurse 

" cook 

" assistant cook . 

" dining-room girl 

" kitchen girls . 

" laundress 

" hired man 
Extra help .... 



$4,132 41 



Total 



ORDERED BY BOARD 



Paint . 

Painting 

Pensions 

Cow . 

Horse . 

Hardware 

Insurance 



Amount carried forward 



2 40 


2 62 


80 


3 04 


6 02 


2 14 


6 22 


3 66 


65 


38 


2 00 


1 30 


2 22 


2 00 


. 480 00 


. 290 00 


. 238 32 


. 144 00 


. 230 00 


. 260 70 


. 130 33 


. 129 26 


. 333 04 


. 134 50 


. 286 00 


61 88 


. $20 12 


44 60 


5 75 


46 00 


60 00 


79 35 


42 51 


. $287 23 



2,745 SS 

$6,877 79 
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Amount brought forward . . . $287 23 $6,877 79 

Building cistern 65 00 

Telephone rent . . . . . . 13 35 

Material and improvement for cesspool . 15 89 

Repairing and plastering, in Ohio Cottage . 54 70 

Expenditures by Board, total, 436 17 

ORDERED BY CORPS. 

Dry goods . $32 58 

Furniture 19 55 

Moulding 1 80 

Hardware 15 

Flag 1 10 

Paid Mrs. Burleigh for Christmas . . 54 47 

Total expended by Corps . 109 65 

Contingent expenses 80 54 

Balance Contingent Fund in hands of Supt. 

of Home, July 1, 1896 ... 7 46 

Army Nurses, distribution, special aid . $266 00 

E. B. Stillings & Co., printing and expressage, 132 23 

Charity Rusk Craig, postage and expressage, 3 00 

Margaret R. Wickins, expense. Board meeting, 25 00 
Charity Rusk Craig, transportation. Board 

meeting 35 50 

Annie Wittenmyer, expenses, Board meeting, 14 25 

Emma B. Lowd, expense. Board meeting . 21 17 

Annie Wittenmyer, ex|)en8e. Board meeting, 3 80 

Annie Wittenmyer, salary .... 240 00 
Annie Wittenmyer, expense, prosecuting 

Army Nurse claims at Washington . 44 75 

Pluma L. Cowles, salary . . . . 240 00 

Annie Wittenmyer, postage and office supplies, 64 41 

Pluma L. Cowles, postage and office supplies, 40 04 

Testimonial to Mrs. Plympton . . . 45 00 
L. A. Turner, National President, expense. 

Board meeting 11 15 

$1,186 30 



Total expenditures . . $8,697 91 
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National W.R.C. Home Land Fund. 

Dr, 



To cash on hand at last report 

Cr. 
Balance to new account 



$186 85 



$186 85 



Mrs. Jensie Wells Fund. 

Dr. 



To cash on hand at last report 

Cr. 
Balance to new account 



$159 78 



$159 78 



Southern Memorial Day Fund. 

Dr, 
Received from Departments and Corps as follows : — 
California and Nevada . . . $30 50 
Colorado and Wyoming 
Connecticut 
Illinois 
Indiana 
Kansas 
Maine 
Maryland 
Massachusetts 

Amount carried forward 



22 60 


48 10 


114 64 


49 21 


46 15 


34 00 


6 00 


258 25 



$608 35 
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Amount brought forward . . . $608 35 

Michigan . . . . . . 47 49 

Minnesota . . . . . 43 00 

Missouri 7 25 

Montana 8 50 

Nebraska 30 50 

New Hampshire 59 25 

New Jersey 17 00 

New York 67 20 

North Dakota 5 80 

Oklahoma 1 00 

Ohio 90 85 

Oregon 14 00 

Pennsylvania 30 50 

Potomac ...... 13 50 

Rhode Island 13 00 

South Dakota . . . . . 3 00 

Vermont 37 50 

Washington and Alaska . . . 23 50 

West Virginia 5 00 

Wisconsin 64 25 

Detached Corps .... 14 50 

Total receipts .... $1,204 94 

Cr. 

By cash paid A. J. Bnrbank, Quartermaster- 
General, G.A.R $1,204 94 



Note. —In addition to $1,204.94, sent by the 
National Treasurer W.K.C., sundry Corps sent direct 
to the Quartermaster-General G. A.R., 4 50 
Thus making total amount received by the Quarter- 

master-General from the W.R.C., $1,209 44 
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National Headquarters Relief Fund. 

Dr. 

To balance on hand at last report .... 

Received by transfer from Greneral Fund 
Beceived from Departments and Corps as follows : 

Ohio ...... »3 00 

Connecticut ..... 1 00 

Massachusetts .... 33 00 

Wisconsin 1 00 

Washington and Alaska ... 8 00 

Minnesota ..... 2 00 

Iowa 2 00 

Colorado and Wyoming . . . 10 00 

California and Nevada . . . 10 00 
R. Justin Moore Relief Corps No. 

17, Virginia .... 84 



Total receipts 



Cr. 



Emma R. Wallace, National President, re- 
lief for Comrade Frisbie 
Mrs. C. DeLong, St. Augustine, Florida, 

special aid 

Mrs. Mary E. Honroth, Blackfoot, Idaho, 

special aid 

Lizabeth A. Turner, Nat'l President, 
For Mrs. Esther Walker, through 
Mrs. Fluma L. Cowles . 
Mrs. Mary L. Jackson . 
Mrs. Caroline T. Fennelly 
coal for soldier's family 
transportation for veterans . 
express on clothing to Soath 
Dakota .... 
** food, lodging, etc., for vet- 
erans .... 
Cash balance at Natl Headquar- 
ters ..... 



$16 50 



10 00 



10 00 



$5 00 

16 00 
6 00 



50 
30 

00 



6 76 



4 45 



Total Disbursements 

Balance to new account 



50 00 



JflOO 55 
50 00 



70 84 
$221 39 



86 50 
fl34 89 
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National Council of Women Fund. 



Dr. 

Balance on hand at last report June 30, 1896 
Received from Louise B. KobbinSi balance of 

Fund *4 60 

Received from Departments as follows : — 

Illinois 1 00 

Vermont 9 50 

New Hampshire . . . . 10 43 

Nebraska 3 20 

Massachusetts 10 05 

Maryland 4 60 

Connecticut ..... 7 25 

Montana 9 25 

Ohio 14 20 

Wisconsin 14 44 

Kentucky 2 52 

Potomac 3 35 

Idaho 1 35 

Tennessee 2 75 



$319 09 



Total receipts 



98 49 

»417 58 



Cr. 

Kate B. Sherwood, expenses, delegate National Council, as 
follows : — 



Hotel bill .... 
Carriage bill 
Travelling expenses 
Luncheon, expense, telegrams 

Amount carried forward 



956 45 

29 50 

16 00 

9 15 

»110 10 
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Amounts brought forward, 

Car fare 

Kate B. Sherwood, decorations for Hall 
Kate B. Sherwood, newspapers for distrihu- 

tion 

Louise B. Bohhins, postage, quarter ending 

Sept. 30, 1895 .... 
E. B. Stillings & Co., printing for com 

mittee 

E. B. Stillings & Co., printing for com 

mittee 

Total Disbursements 

Balance on hand June 30, 1896 



.110 10 


$417 68 


2 50 




21 00 




21 78 




6 00 




14 76 




1 75 






176 88 





$240 70 
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SUMMARY OF 
Receipts and Disbursements for teeb Year Ending June 80, 1896. 

GENERAL FUND. 

Total receipts $22,181 96 

'* disbursements 18,645 87 

Balance on hand, June 30, 1896 . . $3,536 09 

NATIONAL woman's BELIEF CORPS HOME FUND. 

Total receipts 9,549 63 

« disbursements 8,697 91 

Balance on hand June 30, 1896 . . . 851 72 

NATIONAL woman's BELIEF COBPS HOME LAND FUND. 

Total receipts 186 85 

" disbursements 

Balance on hand June 30, 1896 . . . 186 S5 

MBS. .TENSIB WELLS FUND. 

Total receipts 159 78 

" disbursements 

Balance on hand June 30, 1896 . . 159 78 

NATIONAL HEADQUABTEBS BELIEF FUND. 

Total receipts 221 39 

" disbursements 86 60 

Balance on hand June 30, 1896 • . . 134 89 

NATIONAL COUNCIL OF WOMEN FUND. 

Total receipts ...... 417 58 

" disbursements 176 88 

Balance on hand June 30, 1896 • . . 240 70 

MEMOBIAL DAT IN THE SOUTH FUND. 

Total receipts 1,204 94 

" disbursements 1,204 94 

Total cash on hand June 30, 1896 . $5,110 03 

Total receipts, including balance on hand, 

July 1, 1895 »33,922 13 

Total disbursements 28,812 10 

Total cash on hand June 30, 1896 . . *5,110 03 
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In closing this financial report for the year, I take pleasure 
in gratefully acknowledging that the splendid ability, experience 
and sound judgment of our National President, Mrs. Lizabeth A. 
Turner, have been invaluable to me in the proper discharge of the 
manifold duties of this office. 

Mrs. Turner, our first National Treasurer, has, with experi- 
enced eye and watchful care, guided my movements on the one 
hand ; on the other, most efficient aid and counsel have come from 
our second National Treasurer, my honored predecessor, Mrs. 
Armilla A. Cheney. 

At the post of duty I have constantly labored, looking first to 
the one and then to the other of these distinguished and true 
women, for the benefits of their experience ; nor have I looked in 
vain. 

Their timely suggestions and excellent advice, kindly given, 
through all the year, have lightened the work and cheered the heart 
in the many duties of this office. 

To Mrs. Harriette L. Beed, National Secretary, I offer grati- 
tude for constant kindness, sympathy and daily helpfulness. No 
co-worker could have been more uniformly excellent in all things, 
absolutely courteous, cheering and inspiring. In all our official 
relations, I have found Mrs. Reed wise in decision, ever kind and 
gentle, and withal a model in promptness and accuracy. 

To the Department Treasurers, my dearest co-laborers, to each 
and all with whom I have labored, I extend gratitude for kind- 
nesses shown. 

Joy and gladness have -pervaded every hour of this constant 
work, because we have been " to each other's faults amazing blind, 
and to each other's virtues wondrous kind." Thus may we ever be 
glad and rejoice while we labor auxiliary to the Grand Army of 
the Republic. 

Respectfully submitted in F., C. and L., 

ISABELLE T. BAGLEY, 

National Treasurer. 
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National Treasurer's Supplemental Report. 



Mrs. Harrietts L. Rebd, 

National Secretary y W.R.C. 
Madam: 

I have the honor to submit herewith the following supple- 
mental report of receipts and expenditures to Sept. 5, 1896 : — 

ACCOUNT CURRENT. 
Dr. 

GENERAL FUND. 

Balance on hand, June 80, 1896 .... $3,53609 

Received from sale of supplies . . . . 912 79 

Received for /)er coptYa tax . . . . . 6,21521 
Received from Lizabeth A. Turner, balance Nat'l 

Headquarters Fund 34 55 



Total receipt* .... $10,698 64 

Cr. 

GENERAL FUND. 

By expenditures as per abstract . . $2,539 10 
By transfer one-half per capita tax to 

National W.R.C, Home Fund . .3,107 60 

$5,646 70 



Balance General Fund . , . $5,051 94 
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ABSTRACT OF EXPENDITURES. 

From June 30, 1896, to Sept. 5, 1896. 

Isabelle T. Bagley, National Treasurer : 

Freight and drayage $3 46 

Telegrams 50 

Telephone rent (3 months) .... 7 50 

Expressage ....... 4 05 

Twine, typewriting paper ..... 85 

Postage 21 56 

Boards for shelves 2 08 

J. K. Davison, badges ...... 455 25 

Josephine V. Taylor, inspecting books, Department 

Oklahoma . . . . . . . 5 00 

Amanda M. Davis, inspecting books. Department 

Kentucky ....... 4 75 

Alida Rule, inspecting books. Department Tennessee, 4 44 
Hannah P. Brown, inspecting books, Department 

Pennsylvania . . . . . . . 5 00 

Kate B. Sherwood, postage. Committee Patriotic 

Teaching 2 00 

Julia S. Conklin, postage. Committee Patriotic Teach- 
ing . . . . 2 50 

Mary S. Carr, postage, stationery and printing for 

National Inspector 4 75 

A. J. Burbank, Quartermaster- General G.A.R., Blue 

Books 9 00 

Lizabeth A. Turner, National President, office help . 50 00 
J. K. Davison, badges, pins and ribbon . . . 129 94 
Sarah A. C. Plummer, NationalChaplain, expenses . 7 00 
Ella Jordan Mason, National Instituting and Instal- 
ling Officer, expenses . . . . . 4 30 
E. B. Stillings & Co., printing roster, credentials and 

invitations 77 75 

Amount carried forward . . * . $801 68 
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Amount brought forward . . . $801 68 

Chester B. Ames, rent of desk and chair ... 8 00 
Isabelle T. Bagley, National Treasurer : 

Freight and dray age 3 62 

Collection charges on checks .... 75 

Ofl3ce supplies 4 00 

Postage 1 63 

Sarah E. Milham, stamps, stationery, postals . . 6 50 
Isabelle T. Bagley, National Treasurer, salary (3 

months) 150 00 

Harriette L. Reed, National Secretary, salary (3 

months) 150 00 

E. B. Stillings & Co., printing preliminary reports 

and free blanks 504 00 

Bell W. Chapin, inspecting books, Wisconsin . . 3 75 
J. M. Bach & Bros., trunk for National Treasurer's 

books 6 80 

Adams Express Co., expressage on books sent to 

Convention 4 05 

Augusta A. Wales, services as Assistant National 

Secretary 20 00 

Hotel Ryan, board of three National officers . . 46 50 

Hotel Ryan, rent of parlor for three days . . 150 00 

Isabelle T. Bagley, rent of office desk ... 5 00 

C. A. Dickson, carriage hire. Convention . . 4 75 

Isabelle T. Bagley, Convention travelling expenses . 33 00 

Times Recorder Co., six placards for hotel . . 75 

J. K. Davison, badges 577 25 

Miss Haskell, stenographic services . . . . 17 50 
Frances E. Moore, expense while auditing National 

Books 2 00 

Charlotte E. Wright, expense while auditing National 

Books . . . . . . . . 2 00 

Enmia B. Alrich, expense while auditing National 

Books ' . . . . . . . . 2 00 

Amount candied forward . . . $2,505 53 
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Amount brought forward . . . $2,505 5S 
Kate B. Sherwood, telegrams from National Conven- 
tion • . 1 12 

Kate 6. Sherwood, telegrams from National Conven- 
tion 2 45 

Ella Jordan Mason, postage, postals, etc. . . 8 00 

Miss Haskell, copying MSS. National Convention . 27 00 



Total expenditures June 80, 1896, to Sept. 5, 1896 . $2,589 10 



National W.R.C. Home Fund 

Dr. 

To cash on hand June 80, 1896 . . . . $ 851 72 

Received for Home Fund 835 67 

Received by transfer one-hslt per capita tax . . 8,107 60 



Total $4,294 99 

Cr. 
By expenditures $1,863 15 



Balance on hand . . . . $2,431 84 



National Headquarters Relief Fund. 

Dr, 
Cash on hand June 30, 1896 . . . . . $134 89 
Received from Department of Massachusetts . . 5 00 



Balance on hand . . . . $139 89 
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National Council of Women Fund. 



To balance on hand June 30, 1896 . 
Rec'd from Dept. Washington and Alaska, 



$241) 70 





South Dakota 




Iowa . 




Oregon 




Massachusetts 




Maine • 




New Jersey . 



Cr. 
Paid Lue Stuart Wadswortb, for postage . 
Paid Kate B. Sherwood, for postage 

Balance on hand 



4 


00 


6 


80 


11 


00 


6 


85 


5 


25 


2 00 


1 


80 


«2 75 


1 


25 



t277 40 



4 00 



$273 40 



RECAPITULATION. 

Balance in General Fund $5,051 94 

Home Fund 2,431 84 

National Council of Women Fund . 
National Headquarters Relief Fund . 
National W.R.C. Home Land Fund 
Jensie Wells Fund .... 
Andersonville Prison Property Fund 



273 


40 


139 


89 


186 


85 


159 


78 


5 


50 



Total cash on hand 
r Respectfully submitted in F., C. and L., 



$8,249 20 



ISABELLE T. BAGLEY, 

National Treasurer. 
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National Headquarters Fund. 



Office of National President, W.R.C, 

Boston, Masi?., July 1, 189&. 

ISABELLE T. BAGLEY, 

National Treasurer j WM.C, 
Madam: Herewith find itemized account. of receipts and 
expenditures by National Headquarters for year ending June 
30,1896: — 

Dr. 

Received from National Treasurer, second quarter . J 150 00 
" " « " third " . 400 00 

Total receipts . . . . . . $650 00 

Cr, 

Total expenditures . 375 62 

Balance on hand June SO, 1896 . . . $174 38 

EXPENDITURES FIRST QUARTER, ENDING SEPT. 30, 1896.^ 

Postage $10 00 

Desk supplies . . 4 25 

Waste basket and brush 2 10 

Total expenditures. First Quarter • . . $16 35 
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EZPENDITUBES SECOND QUARTER, ENDING DEC. 31, 1895. 



Lizabeth A. Turner, National President, 


travelling 




expenses, Haverhill and Manchester ... $4 30 


Postage 






22 19 


Registered letters 




. 




68 


Telegrams 








3 45 


Teaming and express . 








5 55 


Freight 








2 00 


Letter book and copying pad 






. 


3 50 


Exchange on letter scale 








32 


Rug for headquarters . . 








16 20 


Lettering signs for headquarters 








275 


Hektograph ink and atlas . 








80 


Seals for Commissions and Charters 




. 


. 


70 



Total expenditures, Second Quarter 



$62 44 



EXPENDITURES THIRD QUARTER, ENDING MARCH 31, 1896. 

Lizabeth A. Turner, National President, travelling 
expenses visiting Department Conventions, Rhode 
Island, Massachusetts, Vermont and New Hamp- 
shire *21 29 

Lizabeth A. Turner, National President, travelling 
expenses visiting Corps Key West and other 
Corps in Florida, Georgia and South Carolina . ^ 168 06 
Lizabeth A. Turner, travelling expenses visiting 

Andersonville Prison property . . . • 24 00 

Harriette L. Beed, National Secretary, travelling 
expenses, detailed by National President to visit 
Conventions in Maine and Connecticut . . 16 26 

Postage 24 04 

Registered letters 78 

Messenger 30 

Engrossing Charter 2 00 

Manilla Envelopes 25 

Cleaning headquarters 3 00 

Total expenditures. Third Quarter . . $259 98 
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EXPBNDITUBBS FOUBTH QUABTBB, ENDING JUNE 30, 1896. 

Lizabeth A. Turner, National President, travelling 
expenses to Worcester, Laurel Park, and Kil- 

lingly, Conn. 4^9 58 

Postage 12 36 

Registered letters 38 

Telegrams 4 16 

Express 40 

Messenger 80 

Ink and eraser 60 

Seals and blotting paper ...... 47 

Engrossing charters 5 00 

Cleaning headquarters 3 00 

Mucilage • • 10 

Total expenditures. Fourth Quarter . . 936 85 

RECAPITULATION. 

By expenditures, first quarter $16 35 

« " second " 62 44 

" " third « 259 98 

" « fourth « 36 85 

Total expenditures 3375 62 

Respectfully submitted in F., C. and L., 

LIZABETH A. TURNER, 

National President. 
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National Headquarters Fund— Supplemental Report. 



Account Current. 

Dr. 
Balance on hand June 80, 1896 .... $174 38 

Cr. 
By expenditures, as per abstract . . $189 83 
By check to National Treasurer . . 84 55 

$174 88 

Expenditures June 30, to Sept. 5, 1896. 
Lizabeth A. Turner, National President : 

Ticket to St. Paul and return . . . . $29 00 

Sleeping car berth to St. Paul and return . . 15 00 

Meals en route ...... 4 65 

Transportation of trunks including Headquarters 

trunk 1 00 

Harriette L. Reed, National Secretaiy : 

Ticket to St. Paul and return .... 29 00 

Sleeping car berth to St. Paul and return . . 15 00 

Meals en route ...... 4 65 

Transportation of trunk 1 00 

Carriage for use of National officers at St. Paul, . 8 00 

Postage 22 18 

Registered letters 1 12 

Telegrams 2 62 

Express 55 

Messenger 1 00 

Pencils, boxes, twine, envelopes, etc. ... 1 58 

Taking letters off signs on doors .... 75 

Ribbon for Past Press Correspondents' badges, . 68 
Stamps and envelopes for National President and 

National Secretary, used in closing account, . 2 30 

Total expenditures to Sept. 5, 1896 . $189 88 

Res ectfully submitted in F., C. and L., 

LIZABETH A. TURNER, 

National President. 



Digitized by 



Google 



96 FOUBTEBNTH NATIONAL CONVENTION OF 



Report of National Chaplain. 



Office of National Chaplain, W.R.C, 

Lansing, Mich., July 31, 1896. 
Habbiette L. Keed, 

National Secretary , W.R.C, 

Madam : I have the honor to submit to you and through you 
to Fourteenth National Convention, the following rhumk of reports 
from Departments and detached corps of the Woman's Relief 
Corps for Memorial Day. Instead of thus condensing it, how 
gladly would I lay the whole before you as it came to me from our 
inlands, and from our outermost borders. Especially the thrilling, 
stirring stories I could read between the lines. The Detached 
Corps reports came first, like little far-off bell strokes from the 
South, throbbing on the air with the music of patriotic feeling ; 
bringing a vision of toil-hardened hands strewing flowers, of 
pathetic dark faces bending over the graves of ^ons of white 
mothers — slain for them — slain for us — for the Nation — slain 
for the weal of the world. As those dusky sisters touch the key- 
note, we dimly hear through it their longings, their aspirations, 
their gratitude for the past, their hopes for the future, their 
yearnings to express the unutterable. 

Then the chimes begun, as the smaller departments struck in 
by twos and threes with the clear high notes 6f love, loyalty and 
remembrance, with here and there a minor strain, yet all in unison. 
A little later came the deep boom of the great department bells, 
pealing out " My Country, 'tis of Thee " as if ten thousand 
women's hands were tugging at the ropes, to blend all together 
into one grand harmonious service of praise to God for victory and 
peace vouchsafed — for home pi^eserved — for shackles broken. 
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Thus was reported the keeping of our National Sahbath Day, 
— our country's memorial passover feast. 

BECOMMBXDATION. 

That the Department Chaplains in office on May 30 of each 
year, shall receive and consolidate the Memorial Day reports of 
that year. 

With loving thanks to my fellow workers, to the National 
officers of 1896, and especially those of the executive headquarters 
for uniform kindness and courtesy, I beg to append the consoli- 
dated report and summary. 
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FINAL SUMMARY. 



Total number of Departments reporting ... 85 

Total number of Detached Corps reporting . 88 

Total number of Corps In Departments reporting 2,669 



Total number of Corps reporting, 2,707 



Detached 

Departmenta. Corpt. Total. 

Total membership reporting . 107,148 1,292 108,440 

Number of members taking part In Memo- 
rial Day Exercises .... 62,578 • 949 68,522 

Number of Corps taking part In Sabbath 

Memorial Services .... 2,408 87 2,440 

Number of soldiers' graves decorated 809,381 84,268 898,599 

Number of children Uklng part . . 277,878 2,621 280,494 

Expense Incurred for Memorial Day $18,298.12 #456.18 #13,754.80 

Number of Corps providing refreshment 

for Post 882 24 906 

Number of Corps providing flowers for 

Memorial purposes .... 2,497 37 2,584 

Number of Corps providing Memorial for 

the unknown dead .... 2,067 82 2,099 



♦Amount of money sent South for Memo- 

rial Day, as reported by National 

Treasurer $1,204 94 

Amount of money reported as expended 

for Memorial Day as above . . 18,754 80 
Total amount reported as expended for 

Memorial Day, May 80, 1896 . $14,959 24 



Respectfully submitted, in F., G. and L., 

SARAH A. C. PLUMMER, 

National Chaplain, W,E.C, 



*ThU amount U in excess of that reported to me by Department Cbaplaini, but is cor- 
rect, that amount ($1,204.94) liaving been turned over to the Quartermaster-General 6.A.R 
by ls*»belle T. Bagley, National Treasurer. 
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Report of» National Counselor. 



Office of National Counselor, 

EvANSTON, Ill.j July 31, 1896. 
Harriette L. Eeed, 

National Secretary^ W.B,C. 

Madam: In compliance with Rules aiud Eegulations, I 
desire to submit through you to the Fourteenth National Conven- 
tion Woman's Relief Corps, my report as Naitional Counselor. 
When the year's administration began, no one, I am sure, felt a 
greater pride in the honors conferred upon the loyal women of our 
Order than myself; but when accepting the appointment of 
Counselor on the staff of our National President, it was "under 
the shadow of the loss of my loved ones, and I feared I might not 
be equal to the needs of the position. As the months passed on 
the shadows darkened, until the death angel came again to my home 
circle and when summoned to the side of my daughter, I felt I could 
be of little use. I tendered my resignation, but our National 
President, in her love and sympathy, continued the appoiritnient, 
when again the call to give up another loved one came. My heart's 
life seemed to be going out, and oh, life has seemed so changed. 

The opinions I have given have been considered as carefully 
as was possible under the circumstances. 

Case 1. 
From Department of South Dakota. 
A lady is a member in good standing in a Corps of our 
Department. She moves into another State and for a time keeps 
up her dues. After a while she loses interest and simply drops the 
work. Several years later she makes application for admission 
into another Corps ; does not state that she has previously been a 
member, probably because she does not think it is required. Of 
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course the does not present either transfer or honorable discharge. 
Her application goes through the usual form ; she is elected to be 
a member and is initiated. 

OPINION. 

Question 1. — Is she a member of the Order ? 

Answer, — There certainly is irregularity in her admission to 
another Corps without presenting either transfer, honorable dis- 
charge or reinstatement by the Corps which dropped her. (See 
Section 2, Article IV., Chapter V., Rules and Regulations.) 

Question 2, — If she is not a member, cjan the Department 
President issue a dispensation legalizing her initiation ? 

Answer, — In order to be a legal member, must ask reinstate- 
ment in the Corps from which she was dropped. (See Section 2, 
Article IV., Chapter V., Rules and Regulations.) 

Case 2. 

From Department of South Dakota. 

A lady served as Department president of a Department 
until h6r successor was elected and installed. She remained in 
good standing a number of years, then on account of her health 
removed to another Department, took a transfer, and did active 
work in her new home. She is now a member of the National 
Convention by virtue of her past office in one Department, but is 
not a member of the Department Convention where she holds her 
membership. 

OPINION. 

Question 1. — Should not her name appear on the Department 
Roster as Past Department President of the Department in which 
she served ? 

Answer. — It should appear on the Roster of the Department 
in which she earned her honors as a Past Department President, 
but the Department in which she now holds her membership is the 
only one that can report as to her being in good standing or other- 
wise J hence she must be reported from the Corps where she now 
holds her membership, but accredited to Department where she 
earned her honors as Past Department President. (See page 
6, Section 2, Article VI., Chapter III., Red Book.) 
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Question 2. — Would it not be proper to place her name on 
Roster, giving name of Corps and Department to which she now 
belongs ? 

Answer, — There is no law providing for this, neither is 
there any law prohibiting, providing she is properly accredited 
in her honors as a Past Department President to the Department 
in which she served. 

Case 3. 
From Department of Washington and Alaska. 
(Submitted by Lizzie Games, Department President.) 
Mrs. Kribs was the first name on the charter and the first 
President of the Corps, is loved by every member, and has been an 
earnest worker in the cause of the Woman's Relief Corps. About 
two years ago her health failed, and at times she is very despond- 
ent, and while in a melancholy mood (day of Corps meeting) she 
concluded she was of but little use to the Order, and without stop- 
ping to think, wrote out a request for a discharge card instead of a 
transfer, and sent it down to the Corps. The Secretary as well 
as all members were completely surprised, and before they took a 
second thought the acting President (the President was absent, 
the Senior Vice-President filled the chair) granted the same. 
This was in the third quarter, 1895. The Secretary writes : " I 
felt that I could not make out the card, she was our first President 
and first in the charter, so we paid her per capita for her last 
quarter, and let the matter rest until our President came home. 
The President on her return was surprised to learn of Mrs. Kribs' 
action and called on her ; found her some better in health and not 
so low spirited. She is sorry she applied for card. Is there no 
way to correct our mistake? " I wrote the ladies that a transfer or 
discharge card dates from the time the request for it is made, and 
called their attention to Rules and Regulations, also to opinion of 
case mentioned in Red Book. 

OPINION. 

In consideration of the case as printed, my opinion is that the 
discharge card of Mrs. Kribs was not regularly granted, as the 
statement of the case shows that it was granted at the same meet- 
ing at which the written request for the same was made, which is 
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contrary to Rules and Regulations (see page 55, Red Book, Sect. 
5, Art. IV., Chap. II., Rules apd Regulations), which reads, " Any 
member in good standing on written application to the Corps 
President at a regular meeting, shall receive at a subsequent 
MEETING, on return of the badge, etc.," hence her discharge was 
not according to the laws governing the matter, and places her 
back where she was before card was granted. 

Case 4 
From Department of Illinois. 
During the term of the Department President of 1893 a court- 
martial was held in a Corps in the Department of Illinois, against 
a Mrs. B., resulting in a dishonorable discharge from the Order. 
She now appeals to the Department President of 1896, to be rein- 
stated for the purpose of taking an honorable discharge from the 
Order. 

OPINION. 

The sentence, it is taken for granted, was legally passed upon 
and approved by the reviewing officer, next higher in authority 
than the one convening the Court (see Section 6, Article IV., 
Chapter II., Red Book). This being the case, and no new evidence 
being introduced to in any way show an injustice to be corrected, 
and the term of two Department Presidents having passed, I am 
of the opinion that the Department President appealed to would 
have no jurisdiction in the case ; and am further of the opinion, 
that when charges regularly made and sustained are of sufficient 
magnitude to warrant the sentence of dishonorable discharge, that 
however much jurisdiction a Department President might have, 
unless new evidence was introduced to prove the innocence of the 
party, it would be a great wrong to the Order to reinstate a guilty 
person, in order to give them an honorable discharge. 

Case 5. 
From Emma R. Wallace, Past National President. 
Can a Past National President install in any Department, 
excepting the one of which she is a member ? 

OPINION. 

I agree fully with the opinion rendered by Past National 
Counselor Mink, which was, " I do not believe it was the inten- 
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tion of our Order to consider a Kational President subservient to 
the President of her Department or any Otber.^ This opinion^ was 
followed by the opinion that " newly elected officers after selecting 
the National President and gaining her conisent to act, report their 
choice to the Department Secretary, and no detail in such clise is 
necessary/' This opinion was confirmed by Thirteenth National 
Convention and thus became the law of our Order. 

Following this action, and the precedent established in seating 
Past National Presidents, etc., I am of the opinion that by virtue 
of past services and honors attained. Past National Presidents 
can install in any Department so long as they remain in good 
standing in the Order. 

Since a Department President has no jurisdiction over persons 
not members of her own Department, hence cannot detail a mem- 
ber to any duty. 

I am of the opinion that when a Past National President is 
selected, the Department Secretary should be notified of the choice 
and no detail is necessary. 

In closing my report I desire to express my appreciation in 
being appointed to the position of Counselor and my regret that 
I have not been able to be of more service, and to congratulate 
the Order upon so capable a President and an administration of 
peace and harmony. I desire to express to the entire Order my 
most earnest appreciation of the loving messages of sympathy 
that have come to me when the dark hours of bereavement and 
sorrow have almost overwhelmed me. 

Respectfully submitted in F., C. and L., 

MARGARET R. WICKINS, 

National Counselor. 
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Report of National Inspector. 



Office of National Inspector, W.R.C., 
LoNOMONTy Col., July 10, 1896. 

HAiEtRIETTE L. ReED, 

National Secretary ^ W.E.C. 

Madam : I have the honor to suhmit my report as National 
Inspector for the year ending Sept. 1, 1896. 

I have endeavored to clearly and briefly show the condition of 
the Order in the several Departments during the time covered by 
the reports of Department Inspectors, being from Sept. 1,1894, to 
Sept. 1, 1895. 

The report also shows the status of the several Department 
Headquarters, and of the Detached Corps, during the past 
administration. 

It is gratifying to be able to state, that while there Was a 
decrease of membership in the several Departments, attributable to 
local causes, the general condition of the Order was healthy, and 
showed a steady advancement in all lines of work. 

It has been deemed advisable by my predecessors to issue in- 
structions to both Department and Assistant National Inspectors, 
defining more clearly the duties of their offices. Following this 
precedent I have issued, with the approval of the National Presi* 
dent, two circular letters, and I Am pleased to state that by means 
of the information thus imparted, together with a persistent line 
of correspondence, I have succeeded in obtaining reports from both 
the Assistant National Inspector and the Department Inspector, 
in every one of the thirty-five Departments, also from forty-one of 
the forty-eight Detached Corps. 

.During her visit to the South, the National President in- 
spected several of the Corps in Florida, Georgia and South 
Carolina, and I am indebted to her for reports of the same. 
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In February I was detailed by tbe National President to 
inspect the Corps in Utab, which duty I performed, and the result 
is included in this report. The journey was somewhat long and 
tiresome, but my visit was made pleasant by the cordiality of tbe 
members of tbe several Corps and tbe comrades of the Grand 
Army. A camp-fire was held during my stay in Salt Lake City, 
and was one of tbe enjoyable features of my visit. These Corps 
are very loyal to the old soldier, and the veterans appreciate their 
efforts very highly; and at the social gatherings given by the 
Corps the veterans are present in goodly numbers. An earnest 
effort was made to organize a Corps in Provo during my stay, but 
for several reasons the organization was not effected. In May, 
however, the Corps was organized, and is a much needed auxiliary, 
many members of the Post being aged and infirm, and not abun- 
dantly supplied with this world's goods. 

The question of the time for annual inspection has bees a 
fertile source of discussion in the National Convention ^'from a 
time whereof the memory of man runneth not to the contrary." 
But notwithstanding the combined wisdom of the several Conven- 
tions, aided by the committees that have earnestly wrestled with 
this subject, no material improvement has been effected, either as 
to time or methods. 

Like the vexed questions of Tariff and Free Trade, Mono- 
metallism and Bi-metallism, it is found that what is satisfactory in 
one part of this great country is unsatisfactory in another, and it 
seems to be utterly impossible to establish a system that is en- 
tirely suitable to all. The various phases of the subject as pre- 
sented from all sources, have demonstrated to my mind that, if the 
several inspecting officers will make themselves perfectly familiar 
with their duties, and will discharge them with promptness and 
fidelity, the present system is as good as any that can be devised, 
and that it is the part of wisdom to make no change, but to ^Met 
well enough alone," on the theory that it is better " to bear the 
ills we have, than fly to others that we know not of." 

The fact has been fully established, that in all Departments 
where schools of instruction or district exemplifications have been 
held, proficiency in the work has greatly increased. Such 
methods are advisable and highly commendable in those localities 
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where railroad facilities make the holding of such meetings inex- 
pensive. But in those Departments where the Corps are widely 
separated, and travelling expenses high, some other method must 
be resorted to, and I would advise that it be left with the officers 
of such Departments, to adopt such plans for imparting the neces- 
sary instruction as to them may seem advisable. 

It is evident that '^ summarizing reports " is not clearly under- 
stood by Department Inspectors. Many of these were forwarded 
with only the numerical columns footed. This omission increases 
the work of the National Inspector, whose duties are already 
arduous without this unnecessary burden. 

From every Department comes the report of harmony and 
cordiality with the Grand Army. This is truly encouraging, show- 
ing, as it does, that the bond of union between our Order and that 
grand organization which honors us as its only auxiliary, is 
growing stronger year by year. 

The vigorous work among the colored Corps of Virginia by 
Amelia F. Colgan, National Aide, demands fitting recognition, and 
cannot be too highly commended. Through her personal efforts, 
all Corps in the State have been reported. I extend thanks for 
assistance rendered. 



DEPARTMENTS. 



CALIFORNIA AND NEVADA. 

Laura J. Robinson, Department Inspector, was the first to 
forward her report and the officers are to be commended for their 
prompt attention to matters of business. 

This Department still stands first in the amount of money per 
member given for relief. The Corps average well in the various 
lines of work. 

Geraldine E. Frisbie, Assistant National Inspector, reports 
the books systematically kept and " vouchers and warrants found 
for every cent expended, even for postage stamps." 
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COLORADO AND WYOMING, 

Lucy M. Campbell, Department Inspector. A Department 
covering a large area of territory. The Corps, though widely 
scattered, are active and very proficient in the work. It is second 
in relief per member. 

Laura S. Dodge, Assistant Kationtkl Inspector, reports that 
^' This Department has just closed a very prosperous year, and the 
incoming officers find the work in all lines in a very satisfactory 
condition. Special interest and enthusiasm have been shown in 
patriotic teaching and the proper observance of Memorial Day." 

CONNECTICUT. 

Emma M. Goodrich, Department Inspector, sends an excellent 
report and says : " My duties have been a pleasure to me." ^ This 
certainly is an evidence that the work of the Order is satisfactorily 
carried on. The reports were promptly forwarded. 

Nellie M. L'Hommedieu, Assistant National Inspector, testi- 
fies "to the good work of the Department under efficient manage- 
ment, and the books are models of neatness and accuracy." 

IDAHO. 

Josephine E. Jones, Department Inspector. Idaho, for the 
first time as a Department, steps into line for inspection, and the 
work performed compares favorably with the older Departments. 

Sadie M. G. Thompson, Assistant National Inspector, reports 
" books neatly and accurately kept. Owing to the difficulties and 
expense of travel over mountains, no council meetings were held, 
neither were the books audited until the time of the Convention." 

ILLINOIS. 

Carrie T. Alexander, Department Inspector, sends a fine 
record, membership largely increased, and improvement in all 
lines of work. Inspection very thorough and the expense reduced 
to the minimum. Leads in gain in membership. 

Annie M. Stuart, Assistant National Inspector, reports : 
"Books of both Secretary and Treasurer are simply perfect, re- 
flecting the greatest credit on the Department of Illinois." 
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INDIAlf A* 

Belle W. Ephlin, Department Inspector, reports very nearly 
all the Corps in a prosperous condition. " Progressive in nearly 
everything pertaining to the good of the Order. The Flower 
Mission has been adopted by the majority of the Corps, and all 
seem anxious to advance the cause of patriotic teaching." The 
Corps are ready to assist the new Soldiers' Home at Lafayette. 

Loretta J. Gorsuch, Assistant National Inspector, reports 
that the hooks were properly kept the " last half of the year." 

IOWA. ^ 

Clara A. Davis, Department Inspector. From the Department 
that has so earnestly and successfully protested against separating 
the veteran soldiers and their aged wives, comes the record of a 
year of faithful service. 

Sarah L. E-othrock, Assistant National Inspector, "found 
books of Secretary and Treasurer in excellent condition. Appear- 
ance very neat and work perfectly done. Fraternal relations with 
the G.A.K. are most delightful." 

KANSAS. 

Margaret Griffith, Department Inspector^ This Department 
has felt the prevailing financial depression, and reports show a 
slight falling off in membership since last report, though the 
number of Corps has increased. 

Narcissa C. Hill, Assistant National Inspector, writes : " The 
relations between the two Orders have never, been more harmonious 
than they have been the last year. General good feeling seemed 
to prevail." 

KENTUCKY. 

Amanda M. Davis, Department Inspector. Kentucky has a 
few brave women endeavoring to carry out the aims and objects 
for which "we are banded together." A Department working 
under' many disadvantages, yet hopeful for the future advancement 
of the Order. 
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Amanda M. Davis, Assistant National Inspector, reports, 
^' the condition and prospects of the Department good." Fourteen 
of the Corps are composed of colored women. 

LOUISIANA AND MISSISSIPPI. 

Alice R. Moore, Department Inspector. Many of the Corps in 
this Department are located in places distant from railroads^ which 
renders it very difficult to fully carry out the work of inspection. 
Reports show an encouraging outlook. 

Ellen Hosband, Assistant National Inspector, reports books at 
Headquarters properly kepl^nd all reports forwarded. 

MAINE. 

Hannah E. Small, Department Inspector. The close of the 
year finds a goodly increase in the list of members. Plans of the 
home for veterans and their wives are absorbing the time and 
attention of the workers who send forward the cheering words : 
" We are proud of our Department and the object for which we 
are now working." 

Hattie C. Sprague, Assistant National Inspector, reports: 
" The Department officers are zealous for the best interests of the 
Order. The books are accurately and systematically kepfc, the 
books of the Treasurer being almost a marvel of correctness and 
neatness." 

MARYLAND. 

Kate Johnson, Department Inspector. This small Department 
of loyal workers sends a good report that bears evidence of active 
and efficient officers. 

M. Virginia Worth, Assistant National Inspector, reports the 
books accurately kept, and the relations between the G.A.R. and 
the W.R.C. harmonious. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

Hattie A. Bray, Department Inspector. Massachusetts still 
holds the right of the line in membership. From this Depart- 
ment, great in '^ good works," we expect much and are never dis- 
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appointed. This is one of the Departments where delinquents are 
unknown. 

Mary G. Deane, Assistant National Inspector, sends word 
that " the books of Secretary and Treasurer are models of perfec- 
tion and neatness." 

MICHIGAN. 

Isabelle L. Jones, Department Inspector, sends a good report. 
Energetic and enthusiastic women have carried to success the pro- 
viding of a home for dependent wives of aged veterans. 

Anna L. Shakespeare, Assistant National Inspector, reports : 
" Are 240 Corps in Department, 7,528 members. There has been 
a decrease in membership, and the death roll has been greater than 
any year before. I find the Treasurer's and Secretary's work 
accurate." 

MINNESOTA. 

Elizabeth* Beach, Department Inspector, sends an excellent 
report. The work of inspection was very thorough — condition of 
the Order good. Reports gain, in both membership and Corps. 

Eunice H. Quick, Assistant National Inspector, says : " I am 
pleased to report a most prosperous condition in all the business 
afEairs of this Department. No errors appear on the books, and 
the business methods admit of no criticism." 

MISSOURI. 

Carrie A. Smith, Department Inspector, sends a complete 
summary of the work. Reports a slight loss in membership. The 
general condition of the Corps in the Department is good. 

Mary E. Stark, Assistant National Inspector, sends word that 
"The W.R.C. of the Department of Missouri have purchased the 
St. James property, and will soon have it in shape to receive the 
dependent soldiers and their wives." 

MONTANA. 

Nettie A. Hauswirth, Department Inspector. This Depart- 
ment, like many others in the West, labors under the disadvantage 
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of haying Corps long distances apart, necessitating few visits from 
Department Officers, but interest in the work is not diminished by 
distance. It is wide awake in patriotic work. 

Ella M. Edsall, Assistant National Inspector, reports : " De- 
partment affairs in excellent condition. Very cordial relations 
with G-.A.K.. We all feel that the harmony and advancement of 
the interests of our Order are due principally to the conscientious 
efforts of our Department President." 

NEBRASKA. 

Rebecka Frankforter, Department Inspector. This Depart- 
ment suffered severely from the great failure of crops by drouth in 
1894, causing great hardship among many of the Corps. The loss 
of membership was inevitable under the circumstances. Notwith- 
standing this, the Order was strong and very active in relief work. 

Kate Pond, Assistant National Inspector, reports : " I find the 
Department of Nebraska in excellent condition, financially and 
otherwise, notwithstanding the hard times, and commend the De- 
partment on the efficient manner in which the finances have been 
managed and all work conducted." 

NEW HAMPSHIRE. 

Ida M. Montgomery, 'Department Inspector, sends an interest- 
ing report of seventy-one Corps. This is one of the leading 
Departments in the work. 

Augusta S. Bennett, Assistant National Inspector, reports : " I 
have carefully examined books and papers, and find by them that 
the officers have been systematic, accurate and tireless in their 
efforts to have perfect work." 

NEW JERSEY. 

Addie M. Hill, Department Inspector, reports a gain of 120 
members. Expended $293.00 in relief. Great interest mani- 
fested in the work. 

Jennie E. Brokaw, Assistant National Inspector, reports : 
"Secretary and Treasurer efficient. Our Department is in a 
flourishing condition. Balance in treasury exceeds that of any 
former administration." 
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NEW YORK. 

Susie H. Carver, Department Inspector, sends an excellent 
report, every column footed and a complete summary given. The 
work is progressing along every line, and the large gain in mem- 
bership is due to the growing interest in the Order. 

Harriet A. Lathrop, Assistant National Inspector, says: "I 
find the books well kept and properly balanced. This Department 
is doing a grand work and progressing in everything pertaining to 
the good of our Order." 

NORTH DAKOTA. 

Eliza Cornwell, Department Inspector, forwards a correct 
report. The work in this Department is prospering. 

Carrie Haley, Assistant National Inspector, reports : " Books 
properly kept. All dues and reports forwarded. Relations with 
Grand Army of the Republic excellent." 

OHIO. 

Lizzie D. Williams, Department Inspector, Ohio, presents a 
complete report. It leads in the number of Corps. The vari- 
ous institutions in this State provided for the Union soldier and 
his helpless ones are largely aided from the funds of the Relief 
Corps. 

Mary A. Lyon, Assistant National Inspector, says : " Ohio is 
advancing in good work. Books in perfect order. Donations to 
all homes unusually large." 

OKLAHOMA. 

Sarah A. Wedge, Department Inspector, reports 11 Corps 
inspected. Oklahoma is third in amount of money per member 
given in relief. This is a good showing for a new Depart- 
ment. 

Josephine V. Taylor, Assistant National Inspector, says : " I 
find interest increasing in the Department, with eight or ten new 
Corps organized since our last Convention. Of course, we are all 
young in the work, but do the best we can." 
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OREGON. 

Vidella Miller, Department Inspector. The Corps in this 
Department render great assistance to the Posts hy their enthu- 
siasm in social work. Money expended in relief, $505.92 ; other 
than money, $782.70. 

Susie Talmage, Assistant National Inspector, says : " Books 
neatly kept and properly balanced. Department officers earnest 
and untiring workers, doing everything possible to advance our 
noble Order." 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Emma Richards, Department Inspector, presents a fine report, 
showing a gain of 108 members. One of the leading Departments 
in everything pertaining to the work. 

Hannah P. Brown, Assistant National Inspector, says : " The 
officers of the Department are reported as very efficient in their 
work.'' 

POTOMAC. 

Anna A. Peck, Department Inspector, reports all the Corps 
inspected. Work properly performed and outlook encouraging. 

Gladys L. Thompson, Assistant National Inspector, says : 
"The Department and Corps are in better condition than ever 
before. Harmonious action and fraternal spirit have marked the 
work of the year and crowned the present administration with 
success." 

RHODE ISLAND. 

Ellen E. Tilton, Department Inspector. Twenty Corps. 
Inspection was quite thorough and the work is prospering. 

Emilie F. P. Wilson, Assistant National Inspector, reports : 
"I find the books of the Secretary and Treasurer accurately kept 
and showing evidence of the most faithful work ; the books show 
the Department to be in a good financial condition.'' 
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SOUTH DAKOTA. 



Carrie M. Cleveland, Department Inspector, reports an increase 
of 2 Corps and 37 members. Amount expended in relief, $480.46 ; 
other than money, $799.42. 

Erose W. Pease, Assistant National Inspector, reports : " Books 
agree perfectly, but there is nothing to show the amount of moneys 
received, except the Treasurer's books. The relations with the 
Grand Army of the Republic are most amicable." 

TENNESSEE. 

Ella W. Chandler, Department Inspector. This Department, 
though numerically small, is still maintaining the organization, 
and the faithful few are deserving of great encouragement. 

Alida Rule, Assistant National Inspector, says: "Books of 
Secretary and Treasurer have been audited semi-annually. Depart- 
ment inspection did not occur until day of Convention, because of 
expense." 

TEXAS. 

Mary L. Ricker, Department Inspector. The affairs in this 
Department are well managed. The workers are to be commended 
for their zeal in carrying forward the work under many diffi- 
culties. 

Julia Harned, Assistant National Inspector, reports: "The 
books of the Secretary and Treasurer are models of neatness and 
accuracy. Under the untiring efforts of our efficient Department 
President, the Seventh Annual Convention shows a decided increase 
in attendance. Texas has a bright future before her." 

VERMONT. 

Alice C. Willoughby, Department Inspector. Able officers 
keep the work of the Order up to a high standard. 

Ella M. Roberts, Assistant National Inspector, says: "The 
books of the Department are accurate; $97.00 reported in the 
Relief Fund." 
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WASHINGTON AND ALASKA. 

Annie Knapp, Department Inspector. In this far western 
Department, earnest and patriotic women find much to do in 
assisting the worthy comrades, who highly appreciate their efEorts. 

Eva St. C. Osburn, Assistant National Inspector, . reports : 
" We feel that the Department officers are worthy of commendation 
for the efficient manner in which they have conducted the affairs of 
the Department through days of trial and sad bereavement." 

WEST VIRGINIA. 

Mary E. Michaelson, Department Inspector, sends a report 
from ten Corps, two of which have been added since the last in- 
spection. The prospects of this Department are flattering. 

Mary W. Hanson, Assistant National Inspector, says: "The 
earnest and efficient .work of the Department the past year was 
shown at Convention by re-electing officers. The Department is 
being conducted in a very satisfactory manner." 

WISCONSIN. 

Lettie F. Withers, Department Inspector. Department leads 
in relief " Other than money," estimated value being $6,593.92. 
This Department has a large field of labor, and disburses large 
sums every year in relief. 

Belle W. Chapin, Assistant National Inspector. Books of the 
Department are properly kept, $439.00 being expended from the 
Department Relief Fund. 



DETACHED CORPS. 



There are forty-eight Detached Corps, and from forty-one of 
these reports have been received. 

ARIZONA. 
J. W. Owen No. 1, Phoenix, reports a revival of interest, a 
much better condition, and prospects brighter than for several 
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years. During the winter enjoyable camp-fires were held with the 
Post. Have had no call for relief. As the mercury registers 
110 degrees in May, meetings cannot be made pleasant or profit- 
able during the warm season. 

Alexander No. 2, Globe, sends an interesting report. The 
Corps is thriving, but finds little relief work to do. Harmony 
exists between the Post and the Corps. 

Barrett No. 3, Prescott. This is a young Corps and its 
members are striving hard to perfect themselves in the work. They 
have turned over to the Post $20.00. 

ARKANSAS. 

From the three Corps in Arkansas no reports have been re- 
ceived. 

FLORIDA. 

B. C. Lincoln No. 2, Key West. " The best Corps in the 
country" is in a flourishing condition. Members energetic and 
interested in their work. Expended in relief, 1^65.00. Have a 
large amount in the treasury. 

Charles Gabriel No. 3, Jacksonville, is reported as doing 
very well. This Corps, like all others in Florida, has been affected 
by the failure of the orange crop, many people having been thrown 
out of work. 

John A. Logan No. 4, St. Augustine, is in a poor condition, 
only ten members, and nearly all of them without employment, but 
they do not wish to disband. 

A. H. Terry No. 5, Tampa, a fine patriotic Corps and in 
good working order. It has been greatly assisted in properly con- 
ducting its work by members of the Order who have spent the 
winter in the South. 

P. H. Sheridan No. 6, Fernandina, is very much discouraged 
in keeping up the organization. Little or no employment to be 
had for members of either Post or Corps. 

Kit Carson No. 7, St. Petersburg, has a membership of 
eighteen with very intelligent officers. The members do whatever 
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their hands find to do. The Corps has expended 4^425.00 in money, 
and $76.00 " other than money " in relief work. 

GEOKGIA. 

J. B. Steadman No. 1, Tallapoosa, a good Corps. The 
report indicates that they are well up in the work and are a great 
help to the Post. 

Colony No. 2, Fitzgerald. This is the largest Corps in the 
State, having eighty-six members. Reports work properly per- 
formed and hooks of the Secretary and Treasurer properly kept. 

E». G. Shaw No. 3, Savannah, reports twenty-nine members, 
twelve meetings in a year. All reports have been properly for- 
warded. 

INDIAN TERRITORY. 
Garfield No. 1, Muscogee. This Corps has changed its un- 
prouounceable Indian name to the honored one of Garfield. It has 
received the commendation of the Grand Army, as the Assistant 
Inspector-General says : " The Woman's Relief Corps is doing 
much good and is a great institution in this locality." 

NEW MEXICO. 

G. K. Warren No. 1, Albuquerque, reports a membership of 
twenty-two. This Corps, like all others in New Mexico, has but 
few calls for relief, but as a social organization is a decided success 
and is of great benefit to the Post. 

Phil. Kearney No. 5, White Oaks. There is a small mem- 
bership and the Corps reports four meetings in a year. 

NORTH CAROLINA. 

J. C. Beecher No. 1, New Berne, has a very large membership. 
Expended for relief $57.50 and given $16.00 in ** other than 
money." Have assisted the Post in purchasing a lot, paying for 
the same $41.00. 

Fletcher No. 2, Elizabeth City. Condition and prospects of 
the Corps good. Expended in relief, $25.00. Work of the ritual 
properly performed. 
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Fluchers No. 3, Washington. The report of this Corps 
shows that it is very active in extending relief to the needy. Work 
carried out as " best we can." Advice is needed in regard to per- 
forming the work of the Corps. 

SOUTH CAROLINA. 

David Hunter No. 1, Beaufort, with its large membership 
of fifty-eight, evidently finds much to do, as it expended $62.00 
in relief and turned over to the Post $26.00 this past year. 

Wm. N. E.EED No. 2, Charleston, is reported as an active 
Corps, the object of the organization being fully understood by its 
members. It ranks among the best in the South. 

A. Lincoln No. 3, Hilton Head. The amount of relief work 
extended by this Corps is reported as $81.00 and f 13.50 as turned 
over to Post. 

UTAH. 

J. B. McKean No. 1, Salt Lake, has very efficient officers and 
a good membership of well informed women who are very active in 
the interests of the Order. 

Jno. a. Dix No. 2, Ogden, is a worthy auxiliary to the Post. 
Is always ready to render assistance to the Post in any cause. 

George R. Maxwell No. 3, Salt Lake, is very active in 
social gatherings as well as relief work and renders great assistance 
to the Post. 

John A. Logan No. 4, Ogden, is a young Corps but does its 
work in a commendable manner. Utmost harmony exists between 
Post and Corps. 

W. T. Sherman, Provo, is the fifth Corps in the State, and 
was organized in May. 

VIRGINIA. 
Virginia has now nineteen Corps, all of which have been 
reported. The following Corps were inspected by Amelia F. Col- 
gan. National Aide for special work in the South. 

Callioux No. 1, Norfolk. 

Custer No. 2, organized Jan. 6, 1896, Richmond. 

Shaw No. 3, Norfolk. 
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Silas Fellows No. 4, Portsmouth. 

Lincoln No. 5, Princess Anne. 

Garfield No. 8, Hampton. 

Tracy No. 11, Berkley. 

Dahlgren No. 12, became discouraged in the work 

but was re-organized by the Inspector and is in 

fairly good condition. 
John A. Logan No. 13, Phoebus. 
W. T. Sherman No. 15, Phoebus. 
Phil. Kearney No. 16, Richmond. 
E.. Justin Moore No. 17, Portsmouth. 

Blanks were forwarded to the following, and were filled out in 
a very creditable manner, and promptly returned. 
Grant No. 6, Eastville. 
Draper No. 7, Deep Creek. 
Sherman No. 9, Savageville. 
Burnside No. 10, Franktown. 
P. J. Carter No. 14, Mappsville. 
Mitchell No. 18, Wallacetown. 
HoLLOWAY No. 19, Capeville. 

The colored Corps are faithful in caring for the helpless and 
needy among their own people, and are doing a great amount of 
good. They are valuable assistants to their Posts. 

No. 1 has expended in relief, $74.30 ; No. 3, $57.75 ; No. 4, 
$12.00; No. 6, $42.18; No. 7, $15.25; No. 9, $15 50; No. 10, 
$12.00; No. 14, $17.00 ; No. 17, $15.00. In addition to this 
much relief has been given in " other than money.'* 
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CIRCULAR LETTERS. 



Office of National Inspector, W.R.C. ) 
LoNGMONT, Colo , Jan. 18, 1H96. j 

Circular Letter, \ 

No. 1 / 

To Assistant National Inspectors : 

I. Your appointment to the office of Assistant National Inspector 
is a recognition of your ability to perform thoroughly and impartially 
the duties of the office. 

II. In accordance with the action of the Twelfth National Conven- 
tion, you will, within three days prior to Department Convention, 
examine all books, records and accounts at Department Headquarters, 
covering the period of the present Department administration. 

III. Compare the books of Secretary and Treasurer and see if they 
are properly balanced, and if the balances agree, and if all orders and 
receipts are properly drawn. 

IV. See if the Auditing Committee has performed the duty of 
examining the books each quarter, and reporting thereon. 

y. If errors appear in the books or business methods of the 
Department, you will call attention to the same and kindly make such 
suggestions as in your judgment will correct them in the future. 

YI. The Blanks which accompany this circular indicate clearly 
the several items to be reported upon. A careful examination of the 
same will give you all necessary information as to what your report 
should contain. 

VII. Your report will be in duplicate — one copy to be promptly 
forwarded to this office, and one placed on file at Department Head- 
quarters. 

Yours in F., C. and L., 

MARY L. CARR, 

National Inspector, 
Approved : 

LiZABBTH A. Turner, 

National President. 
Harriette L. Reed, 

National Secretary, 
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Office of National Inspector, W.R.C. ) 
LoNGMONT, Colo., July 1, 1896. j 
Circular Letter, \ 
No. 2. / 

To Department Inspectors : 

I. No branch of the work of the Woman's Relief Corps demands 
closer attention to details than the work of inspection. Each year adds 
to the importance of thorough and systematic work, and a perfecting of 
the business methods, in order to fulfil the purposes of this great organ- 
ization. To more clearly define the duties of Department Inspectors, the 
following instructions are issued. 

II. By the action of the Thirteenth National Convention, the inspec- 
tion of the several departments will occur in September, October and 
November. If the work of inspection begins at the time designated, and 
is promptly carried forward, there will be no necessity of asking for 
extension of time. 

III. Assistant Inspectors should be appointed as early as possible, 
that plenty of time may be given them for the preparation of the work. 
In these appointments, ability, energy and fitness for the position should 
be well considered. 

IV. Endeavor to establish a uniform method in the manner of 
keeping the books of the Secretary and Treasurer Assistant Inspectors 
should be instructed to make a thorough inspection of this part of the 
work, as good reports depend, in a great measure, upon correct records. 

V. The fee for initiation, as plainly stated in Rules and Regula- 
tions, is one dollar. This law should not be violated. 

VI. All questions in regard to the work of the Ritual must be an- 
swered by *' yes " or " no." 

VII. Give careful attention to the instructions given on ** Blanks,'* 
and instruct Assistant Inspectors to follow them implicitly, 

VIII. Require a strict observance of Article X., Chapter V., Para- 
graph 1, of Rules and Regulations. 

IX. Every column on each sheet in Consolidated Report, Form P, 
must be footed, and the several footings must be consolidated on last 
page, averages being given in columns 3, 4, 11, 12. 

X. Exercise great care in properly filling out the blanks and attach- 
lug signature before forwarding same to Department Presidents, who 
are earnestly requested to examine reports before subscribing to their 
correctness. 

XI. Order blanks, Form O, from Department Treasurers — who will 
procure the same from National Treasurer — and forward the number 
required to your assistants. The National Inspector will forward Con- 
solidated Blanks, Form P, to the Department Inspectors. 

XII. Note carefully the requirements of this circular before for- 
warding consolidated reports to National Inspector. 
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XIII. Endeavor to forward the reports before December 31, and 
thus render valuable assistance to the National Inspector in her work. 

Yours in F., C. and L., 

MARY L. CARR, 
Approved : National Inspector. 

LiZABETH A. Turner, " 

National President, 
Harriktte L. Reed, 

National Secretary. 



The year has brought to me many kind and courteous mes- 
sages from those with whom it has been my privilege to be asso- 
ciated in the work, and I hereby tender my acknowledgments for 
the same, and also for the General Orders, Bosters and Journals 
of Conventions kindly furnished me by many of the Departments. 
To Mrs. Agnes Hitt, Past National Inspector, I wish to express 
my sincere thanks for kindly suggestions and advice so freely and 
courteously given concerning the duties of my office. 

To the National President, who honored me by an appoint- 
ment to this important office, I express my high appreciation of 
the honor conferred, and am deeply grateful for her many kind 
words of encouragement and her uniform courtesy during my year's 
work. 

Yours in F., C. and L., 

MARY L. CARE, 

National Inspector. 



Digitized by 



Google 



126 



FOURTEENTH NATIONAL CONVENTION OF 



00 



6 

M 
P 






o £ 



^ 2 
^ S 

si 

^ O 

ft 

o 

H 

(4 
o 

Pm 

p 

P 

M 
>^ 

o 

OS 

o 



am ui pa^odai ^' 
A&uoxa JO ^unoniY " 






'sanp 
9 u n o m «• adiuoAY •" 



^^SS8^SS&S§gg^SSS^^SSilSi3^SSS^-;^SSSS8S§;SS 



aSpva 
JO 9opd 3a{pnpa| ^ 
»ou *ao|)Bf!)ia| joj ^ 



>8d'ivn)iHaTP9p|A0Jd — 

ire 'liiBi aividza o% -jsay #i« 

a»q JO -WMx iCq paMWA '-' 

aiB udqui9j^ ^oanban ^ 



SSS5:SS§SS8;SS8S8SS8SSS5SSS$S^SS8;^88SS 



5§?5!'^|gS|2S§2gg8S'^SSS|:3g''358 



$;8'*'*2?§*8 



■paddojp 99 
paiioddJ si« 9xn9Jun a| 
uajjvnb jnoi uaqiusif 
qoiqii ni soioo jo -on 



2§28'*SS$SS2§522S3?:S'*g5SS^'J52S?^ 



SS'^'^^iS^S 



uf papa»d8n8 payodM 
9J« aaap ioj uvaijb m QQ 
sja^vno OAi uaqtuajf 
qo^qii u| Mjoo ^o -o^ 



SSS«?i??J$8Sa222^Sg§«S5?85^?«5;8 



■UB3JJV ni s.qtudH ll« .^ 
•agpon jiinsBttJx aqj t^ 
qoiqA ui adjoo jo 'ofj 



Sfe^^S5|gS§?5:SS|g2''§SS|S§*82 



SSi^*§S«S 



•8a9;jBnbpi?aH "^d^a 
o; pepjQAVjoj naeq 9ABq 
B9np ptiB B?4odai n« ® 
qoiqM. ui fid joo jo jeqran^ 






•a^aiduioo 
9JV Bi-en^i^ qoiqM. IQ 

ut Bdioo JO jaqintiK 



g§558»|||g8*22g|§2S*gSS5|S|^g2»S%'*'^?255»g 



-uj 'sjaqmanr jo f^ 
90trepua^g 93VJ9AY 



-o»t-02j^eoeoeot^^eo-*©«i-ieo«oeoeoeC">*riieo<N^«Oi-ieo»»-«eo©'^ 



•sjaorao JO 



b>«0t«iOt->t««0t«t««0<D0>t«b>«0C0«0«0t««0«0««0««0«0<0t««0b-C0««iOt« 



*daipn«!)8 poo3 
aj sjaqmaK Jo 'o^ 






-!(aain j^inSai jo 'ox *" 






;!S5$?s^^S-^io 



•sdjoo JO -ox 



i5^^*g£|g^^gs|||S*§r:25SS|;:^|«g^^«?:82g 



a g 

Oh CO 

H ^ 

ft ^ 



.111 

V c 

I rt £ 






isSfl ill 

oj^WP^S; 




^ on 
^ fl 










-^ fl 



ill|l!lllllls1i|iilill|l?fii| 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE WOMAN'S RELIEF CORPS. 



127 



00 



CO 

6 
< 

M 
P 

W 

^1 



§1 

OQ O 



*)3dJJoa ssfooq pnv 
paoMOjJdd Xijedojd , 

-VioddJ scuoojo Jdquin X 






8i{ooq pav peuMu; 
•jdd iiJddojd Jai3% (1) 

-■jjodej sdjoo JO Jdqiun^ 






-DdUIJOJ 

-Jdd Ji\i9doia asm 
-jdq)0 xjOM. dq) ifui 
-yodaj sojoojo jdqmnii 



SS^9«gg|gg2225J;S|fc?'*SS25^S'*S3«28'*'«*8?oS 






»i^t^r«'<«ooao«^«0»'<«r-i<H«oeiiee4ci<-ieooMO»e4«H .0D»»Ht- 



SSS'^g'^S' 



•?dos inojj «>80j -^ 
oj JOAO paojiu 






•uonueAuof) '^daa 
?8«i JO sSuipeaooid q 
iiui)-ioddj saA!)B)U88 m 
-ajdaa sdaoo J9quinj{ 



^S^^ 



S8SS*822^?5S28'^g82S^fe«Sg 



^jgt-OOg 



'iaouiivq ui SuiitJOAv 
sdioo pnB 8?soj atit W 
-Vioddj sdjoQ JO Jdqain »j; ^ 



Ife 



S5»gg§|gja3Sio588*ggS|3g2S|«S5^^?3S2g 



sajoQ JO jaqoinK: ^ 

!JB iiBq ui ja;i«qo Uu| ^ 
-)JC>ddJ sdjoo JO J9qnini{^" 






5g§^^g5§|asgS|gS§*2r:S5gSg:;§S|*§ss^*?i2SS§ 



;z; 
» 

Pk 

P 

O 

P? 
O 
Pm 

» 

Q 
1-1 

O 
OS 

Jz5 
O 



*i£lJ99J«nb 99% 

Xq pd^ipnB aaaq (0 
8Avq Aaqq %vm ^ 
Moqs 8i[Ooq qaiqM, 
u\ 8dio5 JO Jaqinn jj 



'iCdaom 



10 



mm jdq)o jandJ Z. 
JO oniCA p9!)vni|983[ 



•S681 'X '%d9^ 
<n 't68I 'I '^ddg ^ 
raojj ^OK^H JOj — 
papudoxa junouiy , 



s?5^«'gggS2Si§s||;^58*'SS8|«s^a^*'S^''*S8^ 






\'i 




i 3 30 S 5 » g • >. « 
aJ rt rt -S 08 oc c« * 






i: 



au 






zs^ a 

08 O O 






: >>fl8 

) V OS 



''i 2 a 












i5| liis s ii i*^t5 o-s as lis i s I 



III 






Digitized by 



Google 



128 



FOURTEENTH NATIONAL CONVENTION OF 



Consolidated Report of Inspector of Detached 



Name of Corps. 



J. W. Owen 

Alexander 

Barrett 

B. C.Lincoln.... 
Charles Gabriel. 
John A. Logan . . 

A. H. Terry 

P. H. Sheridan . . 

Kit Carson 

J. B. Steadman.. 

Colony 

R. G. Shaw 

Garfield 

G. K. Warren.... 
Phil. Kearney. . . 

J. C. Beecher 

Fletcher 

Fluchers 

J. C. Abbott .... 
David Hunter. . . 
Wm.N. Reed.... 

A.Lincoln 

J. B. McKean . . . 

John A.Dix 

Geo. R. Maxwell 
John A. Logan.. 

Callioux 

Shaw 

Silas Fellows 

Lincoln . 

Grant 

Draper 

Garfield 

Sherman 

Bumside 

Tracy 

Dahlgren 

John A. Logan . . 

P.J. Carter 

W. T. Sherman.. 
Phil. Kearney. . . 
R.Justin Moore. 

Mitchell 

Holloway 



Totals. 



Location. 



1 Phoenix, Ariz 

2 Globe, Ariz 

3 Prescott, Ariz 

Key West, Fla 

Jacksonville, Fla. 

4 St. Augustine, Fla. 

5 iTampa, Fla 

6 (Fernaudina, Fla 

7 !St.Peter8burg,Fla. 

Tallapoosa, Ga 

Fitzgerald, Ga.... 

Savannah, Ga 

Muscogee,Ind.Ter. 
Albuquerque.N.M. 
White Oaks, N.M.. 
New Berne, N.C. . . 
ElizabethCity,N.C. 
Washington, N.C. 
Wilmington, N.C 
Beaufort, S.C 

2 I Charleston, S.C... 

3 iHilton Head, S.C. 

1 ;Salt Lake City, U.. 

2 iOgdcn, Utah 

3 Salt Lake City, U. 

4 lOgden, Utah 

1 [Norfolk, Va 

3 'Norfolk, Va 

4 Portsmouth, Va 
g ^ . 

6 



ass 

2fl 



Princess Anne, Va. 12 



44 



Eastville, Va 
Deep Creek, Va.... 

Hampton, Va 

Savageville, Va. . . 
Franktown, Va. . . . 

Berkley, Va 

Norfolk, Va 

Phoebus. Va 

Mappsville, Va 

Phoebus, Va, 



24 
24 
24 
12 
24 
12 
12 
24 
24 
12 
Richmond, Va i 24 



I*ortsmouth, Va 
Wallacetown, Va.. 
Capeville, Va. .. 



O'd 



li 
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Corps, W.R.C, for the Year Ending Aug. 31, 1896. 




1.50 
1.10 



1.00 
1.00 
1.00 
1.00 
1.00 
1.00 
1.00 
1.10 
1.00 
1.15 



4.00 



2.00 
1.00 
1.00 
1.00 
1.00 
1 00 
1.00 
1.00 
1.00 
1.50 
1.00 
1.00 
1.00 
1.00 
1.00 
1.00 
1.00 
1.00 
1.00 
1.00 
1.00 
l.UO 
1.00 



$2.00 
1.00 
3.00 
4.20 



2.40 
1.00 
2.30 
1.00 
100 
1.00 
3.00 
1.00 
1.00 
.50 
1.20 
1.20 
1.80 



3.00 



1.80 
1.10 
1.00 
1.10 
1.00 
3.00 
3.00 
1.20 
3.00 
3.00 
1.74 
1.20 
2.00 
3.00 
1.20 
3.00 
1.20 
3.00 
1.20 
1.20 
1.20 
1.20 
1.80 
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16.21 
11.00 
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2.70 
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3.25 
3.56 
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.75 
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43.86 
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1.20 
7.00 
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2.00 
3.00 
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6.00 
12.80 



57.50 
25.00 
25.00 
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81.22 
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57.75 
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42.18 
15.25 

6.00 
15.60 
12.00 
10.00 



80.00 
17.00 

3.00 
99.»3 
15.00 
10.00 

8.00 



$346.68 $1,056.76 i|374.00 
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Report of National Instituting and 
Installing Officer. 



Office of National Instituting and 

Installing Officer, W.R.C. 
BiDDEFORD, July 20, 1896. 
Mrs. Harriette L. Keed, 

National Secretary, W,JR, C, 

Dear Madam : I have the honor to present to the Fourteenth 
National Convention a consolidated report of the work of the 
various Department Instituting and Installing Officers, together 
with the work of this office for the year ending June 30, 1896. 

When I received the honor of this appointment, I had no 
practical knowledge of the duties of the office ; but with the bliss 
of ignorance I hopefully waited the coming of the office supplies, 
expecting to sail on a bed of roses to glorious knowledge. My 
hopes were shattered when they arrived. The Sphinx was never 
more implacable in revealing secrets than that box of by-gone 
documents. Kules and Kegulations gave not a detail ; the Ked 
Book not much more. The file of National Journals solemnly 
admonished me to do something. I spent the first quarter learn- 
ing my duties, and as Columbus said to his enemies, **It's easy 
enough after you know how." But that my successor may not 
lose valuable time, I have prepared a note-book with the details of 
the work as I have conceived it, and I trust it may greet her as 
my welcome into her new office and honor. 

I did not receive the third or mi/ first quarter's reports very 
promptly from several Departments; upon investigation learned 
that many of the officers, like me, were " new " in their positions 
and were in darkest ignorance. I prepared the following slip of 
concise ^'Information for Department President and Instituting 
and Installing Officer/' in connection with this office. 



Digitized by 



Google 



132 FOURTEENTH NATIONAL CONVENTION OP 

INFORMATION 

FOR NATIONAL AND DEPARTMENT INSTITUTING AND INSTALLING 
OFFICERS. 

1st quarter begins January 1, and ends March 31. 
2d ♦' »* April 1, '* *' June 30. 

3d *' " July 1, *' *' Sept. 30. 

4tli '* ♦* October 1, ** ** Dec. 31. 

National Instituting and Installing Officer will forward two blanks, 
Form H, to Department Instituting and Installing Officer about the 20th 
of December, March and June. The third quarter, ending September 30, 
will be sent September 1, before National Convention, and they will be 
returned to the new National Officer. 

Department Instituting and Installing Officer will fill the inside 
fold, being careful to plainly and correctly give the number of charter 
' members. If no Corps have been organized during the quarter, state the 
fact; sign your name and post-office address plainly and send both 
blanks to the Department President The blanks must be returned to 
National Instituting and Installing Officer whether Corps are organized 
or not. It's the only way to know if they were received. 

Department President fills outside fold, writing name of Depart- 
ment, her name and post-office address plainly. One blank is kept at 
Department Headquarters, the other is sent to the National Instituting 
and Installing Officer not later than five days after beginning of new 
quarter. 

Reports for second quarter, ending June 30, must be in the hands 
of National Officer by July 10, as all reports are consolidated and in the 
printers* hands by August 1, for National Convention. If Department 
Presidents wish credit for the year's work, they must comply with this 
rule. 

There are no consolidated blanks for Annual Report of Department 
Instituting and Installing Officer to Department Convention. Form H 
can be used, and may be had by sending to National Instituting and 
Installing Officer. 

Corps installations are not reported to National Instituting and 
Installing Officer. Department installations are reported on Form M. 
One copy is sent to National Secretary and one to National Instituting 
and Installing Officer. 

The retiring President and Installing Officer sign on inside fold, 
the newly elected President on the outside. The post-office address, 
both town and State, should always be plainly written of all officers. All 
reports should be promptly sent. 

I sent them to each Department and they have proven help- 
ful and saved much correspondence and postage. 
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Quite a good deal of confusion and dissatisfaction is caused by 
the peculiar numbering of the quarters in this oflSce. The 
National year's work closes June 30, which should be the end of 
the fourth or last quarter ; but for some reason my predecessors 
have called it the second, and the new officer begins her year with 
the third quarter. 

The Department officers are confused, knowing the National 
year begins the quarter in which the National Convention is held, 
and to my request for second or third quarter's reports, invariably 
sent me the wrong one or informed me that they had been sent 
at the proper time. I think it would simplify matters by begin- 
ning the first quarter July 1, ending September 30 ; second quarter 
October 1, ending December 31. 

I have had the same difficulty as have the past officers, in 
that it has not been thought necessary to return the blank to the 
National officer unless Corps had been organized during the quarter. 

We do not wish to deprive any Department of its gain, and 
feel compelled to write to either or both the President and Insti- 
tuting Officer until we get some knowledge of the situation. If no 
Corps are organized state the fact, sign and send to the National 
Instituting Officer, and it will save time and postage. 

Delinquents often plead " have received no blanks." Blanks, 
Form H, have been sent from this office on the 20th of the last 
month each quarter. If the Instituting and Installing Officer does 
not receive them before the last week in the quarter she should 
send for them at once. Form H is very cumbersome and in going 
a long distance might fall out of an unsealed envelope; to make 
sure this last quarter I asked permission to send them sealed, 
knowing they would be returned to me if they did not reach their 
proper destination. Only one came back unclaimed, and only one 
Instituting Officer wrote "no blanks." 

Through correspondence I have become convinced that in 
some Departments the Department Instituting and Installing 
Officer is merely the " fifth wheel of the coach." She wears the 
honor but does not perform the duties she obligates herself to do. 
Whose fault I do not know; but I cannot see why she should not 
work as well as the National Instituting and Installing or any 
other officer. 
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If to the circular letter sent out by the National Instituting 
and Installing Officer, she prepared a short one, stating her willing- 
ness to assist in organizing or answering questions in her Depart- 
ment, signing her name and post-office address, countersigned by 
the Department President, and both sent out from her office, much 
more work would be accomplished. There cannot be too many 
workers in a Department, and each officer has her peculiar duties 
and should attend to them. 

There were many calls for consolidated blanks for Department 
Instituting and Installing Officers for their Conventions. There 
are none, but I think there should be one formulated for their use, 
as it adds to the dignity of the office. 

The consolidated report shows the organization of 191 Corps, 
with a charter membership of 4,277 in the various Departments 
during the year. 

As compared to previous years there is a falling o£E in number 
of Corps, especially in the East. From several Presidents I learn 
there can be but few if any more Corps in their Departments; their 
gain must be in membership. 

In Departments showing the greatest gain. New York leads 
with 25 Corps -and 516 charter members ; Missouri, second, 16 
Corps, 344 charter members ; Indiana third, 13 Corps, 318 charter 
members ; Michigan fourth, 12 Corps, 272 charter members ; 
Illinois fifth, with 12 Corps, 294 charter members, and Nebraska 
9 Corps, but 260 charter members. 

The younger Departments show good work and much enthu- 
siasm. Oklahoma leads with 11 Corps and 201 charter members. 
Our baby Idaho has gained 3 Corps and 54 charter members. 
Several Departments organized Corps with large charter member- 
ship. New Jersey and Kentucky each a Corps with 61 charter 
members, and Washington a Corps with 55 members. The largest 
Corps organized was a Detached Corps in Fitzgerald, Georgia — 
Colony Corps, with 72 members. 

Utah has her alpha and omega, five Corps, with no more Posts 
to conquer. 

Six Detached Corps have been organized, with a charter mem- 
bership of 163, making a total of 197 Corps, with a total charter 
membership of 4,440 gained during the year ending June 30, 
1896. 
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By the advice of the National President, I issued a circular 
letter for the assistance of Departments in organizing Corps. 

I could not improve upon those already sent out before me, 
but with some few new ideas I sent it in January to the National 
President for approval. It was approved at headquarters and 
cordially endorsed by Commander-in-Chief Ivan N. Walker, and 
made official by the signature of Irvin Robbins, Adjutant-General 
of the Grand Army of the Republic. 

The following letter, with a copy of the circular letter, was sent 
to every Department President : — 

Dbar Mrs. President : It Is the desire of the National President 
and myself to organize an auxiliary Relief Corps to every Post of the 
G.A.R. without one. To that end the enclosed circular will be sent to every 
Department. You are requested to send to every Post in your Depart- 
ment without a Corps. How many can you use? Please let me know at 
an early date. If I can specially assist you in any way I shall be glad to 
do so. Yours truly, 

Ella Jordan Mason, 
National Instituting and Installing Officer. 



CIRCULAR LETTER. 

Headquarters Woman's Relief Corps, 
Auxiliary to the G.A.R. 
Office of National I. and I. Officer, 
BiDDEFORD, Me., Dec. 30, 1896. 
Circular Letter No. 1. 

As the Grand Army of the Republic is national in its organization, 
it was befitting that its '* helpers " should also become united under one 
head and its work done in a thoroughly systematic manner. In response 
to an invitation from the Commander-in-Chief, representations from six- 
teen States met with the National Encampment at Denver, in 1883, and 
perfected the national organization to be known as the *' National 
Woman's Relief Corps, Auxiliary to the Grand Army of the Republic," 
and, thereupon, this organization was at once recognized as such by the 
National Encampment, Grand Army of the Republic. 

The Departments of the G.A.R., knowing the value of such an aux- 
iliary, aided the movement, and today we have 140,000 earnest, patriotic 
women banded together : 
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First: '* To specially aid and assist the Grand Army of the Repub- 
lic and to perpetuate the memory of the heroic dead." 

That we have kept these objects in view no one can doubt, since 
from June, 1883, to June, 1895, we have expended for relief ^1,201,890.19. 
For Memorial Day in 1895, $13,802.48. Turned over to the Quartermas- 
ter-General of the G.A.R. for Memorial Day in the South, $668.26. 

Second : '* To assist such Union veterans as need our help and pro- 
tection, and to extend needful aid to their widows and orphans ; to find 
them homes and employment, and assure them of sympathy and friends ; 
to cherish and emulate the deeds of our army nurses and of all loyal 
women who rendered loving service to our country in her hour of peril." 

Third : "To maintain true allegiance to the United States of Amer- 
ica ; to inculcate lessons of patriotism and love of country among our 
children and in the communities in which we live, and encourage the 
spread of universal liberty and equal rights to all." 

While relief work was the primary object, teaching patriotism 
soon became a natural consequence, going hand in hand with our work. 
To North, South, East and West alike is carried this devotion to country 
by the Woman's Relief Corps. Millions of youthful voices are dally 
pledging allegiance to flag and country in their morning exercise In our 
public schools. The germ planted in their young hearts must bear fruit 
which will be felt for generations to come. 

Many Posts are saying "• were It not for our Relief Corps we should 
not be alive." It is the aim of the National Woman's Relief Corps to 
assist in keeping alive these Posts as long as there are comrades to hold 
the charter. Then we will assume the responsibility of their obligations 
and follow in the path they have so gloriously made. 

We urge upon the Commander of each Post to at once attend to the 
organization of an auxiliary Relief Corps. You did not refuse our aid in 
the dark days of *61-'65, nor question our status or right to care for you 
and yours. Thousands of loyal women today stand ready to come at 
your call if assured of your welcome. 

If it is inconvenient for the Post Commander to Interest himself in 
this work, we ask him to authorize some comrade or woman to take the 
lead and eflfect the organization. 

POINTS TO BE BEMBMBBRED. 

^ I. The Woman's Relief Corps is the recognized auxiliary to the 
Grand Army of the Republic. 

II. Application for charter must be made on regular W.R.C. 
blanks, furnished by Department or National Headquarters. 

III. Applications for charters must not have less than ten (10) 
signatures of women eligible to membership, and must be endorsed by 
the Commander of the Post applying for charter. 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE woman's relief cobps. 139 

IV. This application, daly signed and accompanied by tlie charter 
fee, $5.00, and also ^18.00 /or supplies (necessary to organize a Corps of 
fifteen members), should be sent to Department Secretary, or, where 
there is no Department, to National Secretary. 

V. The following is a list of supplies necessary for organizing a 
Corps of fifteen members : 

Charter with ten Rituals $5.00 

10 Officers* Badges . . at 40 cents .... 4.00 

6 Membership Badges . •» 40 •* 2.00 

2 Service Books . . ** 25 *• 50 

15 Rules and Regulations *' 7 ** 1.05 

10 Odes ** li *' • 16 

1 Corps Requisition 20 

1 Journal 80 

1 Cash Book 90 

1 Ledger 90 

1 Roll Membership 90 

1 Secretary's Order Book 60 

1 Treasurer's Receipt Book 60 

1 General Order File Book 60 



Total $18.00 

Forty-seven (47) cents must be added for each additional applicant, 
to cover cost of badge and copy of Rules and Regulations. 

VI. AU supplies must be paid for in advance. 

VII. The membership fee shall not be less than #1.00, with price 
of badge added. 

YIII. All Corps must bear the name of the Post to which they 
are auxiliary. 

IX. Where there is no organized Department of the W.R.C. the 
National President may detail a comrade of the Grand Army to institute 
the Corps, provided no member of the Order is within reasonable 
distance. 

Please read the instructions carefully and be assured that the 
National Instituting and Installing Officer will gladly render any assist 
ance or information desired. 

ELLA JORDAN MASON, 
Approved: National Instituting and Installing Officer, 

LIZABETH A. TURNER, 

National President. 
Harriette L. Rbrd, 

National Secretary, 

I heartily endorse the above circular. 

I. N. WALKER, 
iRvm RoBBiNS, Commander-in-Chief, G.A.B. 

Adjutant- General. 
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Nearly every President asked for them in numbers ranging 
from fifteen to two hundred. I also sent them to many Department 
and Post Commanders of the G.A.R. 

How much fruit they will bear I cannot tell All seed must 
have time to grow and ripen, and I am glad to have an opportunity 
even to sow with firm faith, believing some one will come after and 
carefully weed and garner the harvest. It matters not who gets 
the credit if it shall bring relief, comfort and honor to those whom 
we seek to serve. 

With only one year's experience I do not feel competent to 
urge radical changes in what has seemed best to those who have so 
ably filled this oflBce, but would recommend, 

First, That the third quarter be changed to the 1st, beginning 
July 1, ending September 30 ; second quarter beginning October 1, 
ending December 31. 

Second. That the National Instituting and Installing Officer 
be authorized to send blank Form H to Department Instituting and 
Installing Officers, sealed. 

Third, That a blank to be known as " Consolidated Report 
of the Department Instituting and Installing Officers for the year 

ending ," be formulated to be sent out from this office to the 

Department Instituting and Installing Officer just previous to 
Department Convention, 

All too soon has the year come to a close to accomplish all I 
wished, but I have not knowingly allowed an opportunity to be lost. 
The year has been fraught with pleasure and rich in experience. 
I now realize that every Department has its complications, and as 
never before do I admire the brave women who take upon them- 
selves the duties of leaders, and with but a single thought — the 
advancement of the principles of the Order — lead their loyal sub- 
jects on to a higher standard and broader charities. 

To Mrs. Moore, Past National Instituting and Installing Offi- 
cer, for valuable information I owe many thanks. Her guidance 
was my hope. 

To each Department President and Instituting and Installing 
Officer for the years 1895-96, do I extend thanks for the courtesy 
extended to me. In truth we have worked together in Fraternity, 
Charity and Loyalty. Not an unkind word has come to mar our 
intercourse, and I trust the friendship which began on paper will 
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ripen into a warm personal acquaintance, and I may some time 
meet you " face to face.'' For General Orders, Rosters and De- 
partment Journals accept my thanks. I could not have helped 
you without the knowledge gained from them. 

To those who with me have " been in council " do I hope for 
continued friendship, and extend congratulations that we have 
been permitted to labor in the vineyard in this year of perfect 
peace and harmony. 

To our faithful, loving Secretary, Mrs. Harriette L. Reed, who 
has so promptly answered all my queries, and patiently overlooked 
my mistakes, I reluctantly close my official relations, fearing in her 
new life she will forget me, but I shall long cling to the hand that 
has helped me over the rough places. 

To Mrs. Turner, our honored National President, I bring the 
record of the days each freighted with some loving thought of her 
who made it possible for me to labor in her vineyard. I could 
not bring to her more honor. I could keep bright only the tender 
memory of a life given in willing sacrifice to those she so gladly 
serves. Ko honor will ever come to me that will bring me more 
pleasure than serving on the personal staff of Lizabeth A. Turner, 
whose life is our ideal of earnest, patriotic womanhood. 

When the books are closet!, the duties of my official life 
finished, I will answer all the white-winged messengers which have 
come to me so full of hope, courage and loyalty. 

Respectfully submitted, in F., C. and L., 

ELLA JORDAN MASON, 
National Instituting and Installing Officer, 
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Report of National Senior Aide. 



Office of National Senior Aide, W.R.C, 
St. Paul, Minn., Aug. 10, 1896. 
Harriette L. Keed, 

National Secretary y W.R,C, 

Madam: It was with pleasure, but many misgivings, that I 
accepted the appointment of our National President to this office, 
little realizing the duties that would devolve upon me, but know- 
ing that "with privileges come responsibilities," and as I had 
accepted the privilege of the appointment and met the responsibili- 
ties one by one, now I find the year drawing to a close. 

Th6 office of Chief of Staff was established in 1885, by Mrs. 
Sarah E. Fuller, National President, who appointed Mrs. Lydia A. 
Scott of Manchester, N.H., first incumbent of the office. Yet, 
although this office has been in existence for so many years, the 
first report made of the work done by it was in 1894. 

This is an office that can be made much of. Although compar- 
atively a new one, as to its reports, still each year it will widen 
and cement stronger together the friendship and loyalty of its 
members. 

Many of the National Aides have felt that it would be nice to 
meet and become acquainted, and many of us have met face to face 
where before we have only met in correspondence, and thus has 
been formed a chain of acquaintance in our work that will extend 
from the Atlantic to the Pacific, when we are separated. Many of 
the National Aides seem to think that they take their orders from 
the Department President, and although in every instance the 
Department President and the National Aide have worked together 
faithfully, still the appointee takes her orders only from the 
appointive power. 

I have found my greatest difficulty in getting a complete 
record of the army nurses of the late war, especially those de- 
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siriDg to attend the National Convention. For the benefit of the 
Chairman of the Accommodation Committee of the Citizens' Com- 
mittee, I would suggest that a list of the same be printed in the 
National Convention Proceedings. 

Greetings have come from California, Connecticut, Illinois, 
Indiana, Louisiana, Maine, Montana, Massachusetts, Missouri, 
Michigan, Minnesota, Nebraska, New Hampshire, New York, 
North Dakota, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, South Dakota, 
Tennessee, Texas, Vermont, Virginia, Washington, Wisconsin and 
Nevada. Many communications have been returned marked 
" National Aide name not in the directory," therefore we cannot 
receive any report from that Department. The first report was re- 
ceived from Detroit, Mich., where the aide, although she had passed 
through the Valley of Sorrow from the death of her dear hus- 
band, was the first to hear the call of duty for the living. So the 
busy ones are always ready to help. Some say they are but 
"drones in the hive,'' others that they have but a handful of 
leaves. I cannot think so, for " they also serve who only stand 
and wait," and were we not told in the first of our campaign in the 
Corps work to do what we could for our Order without injury to 
ourselves or our family? 

From many Departments come the good words of prosperity 
and efficiency of the Department President, and showing great 
love for the cause and working hand in hand with the National 
Aides. 

Nearly every Department makes a special report of patriotism 
of heart and hand by having the fiag over the schoolhouse and the 
flag salute within. 

Away from Arizona we hear, "The hot weather is so intense 
we drop the work from June to October, but during the winter 
months there is great unity of work and purpose, with a very good 
attendance at the Memorial Day services." 

From Illinois the report comes of the good condition of the 
Corps, dollars upon dollars being given to furnish a room in the 
Soldiers' Home at Wilmington, for veterans, widows and mothers. 
This room is called the George G. Meade room. 

Walla Walla, Washington, reports great growth; I hear of 
five new Corps and every evidence of good feeling between the 
Grand Army of the Republic, Sons of Veterans and Woman's 
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Relief Corps. Department work in good shape and everything 
about right. 

Missouri reports an entertainment for the benefit of the 
Soldiers' Home at St. James, a great social and financial success, 
over 8,000 people in attendance, and net receipts of over $5,000. 
This was conducted by the Woman's Relief Corps, assisted by the 
Grand Army of the Republic and the Sons of Veterans. 

Pennsylvania National Aide, Charlotte J. Cumings, says 
that she has " presented a mounted silk flag to the primary room 
of our * Union School,' also have raised money for a handsome 
mounted flag for the Sons of Veterans Camp, and on behalf of my 
own Corps presented a mounted bunting flag to the W.R.C. Penn- 
sylvania Memorial Home School, and introduced the Flag 
Salute." 

Mrs. Mary E. Hartman of California tells us of good work 
accomplished. She says : " I inspected 18 Corps in Southern 
California, travelling from Santa Barbara to San Diego, meeting 
many zealous workers in our noble cause." 

While we in the North find the work so easy and so little 
opposition to contend with, our people in the far South are not so 
happy. Mrs. Laura Remage of Louisiana tells us that there is 
but one white Corps in Louisiana and Mississippi, although every 
other Post has an auxiliary; "but our Post has stood by us 
nobly." She says: "We are doing good work in the public schools 
of this district, but have no money to extend the work. We have 
a flag over our schoolhouse and the children all took part in the 
Decoration Day exercises. My husband has given thousands of 
flags to the natives ; they are the first many of them have ever 
seen. Before Decoration Day I had sixty children on my lawn, 
drilling them. Many of them were children of our ex-Confederate 
soldiers, whose parents allowed them to take part as a favor to me, 
but I hope that they are learning lessons they will never forget." 
So say we all. 

Mrs. Scott of New Hampshire reports having attended to 
eight pension cases, all but two having been granted. Those two 
now pending. The last case was a special act giving a woman of 
eighty years of age a mother's pension, giving her $17.00 per month. 
She is in the home for aged women in this city, having good care 
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but no luxuries, and this pension will give her much to make her 
last days comfortable. The others are very similar to this. 

Emma Jane Bolt, Mary E. Parker, Mary Grimes and Otelia 
Grandy, National Aides of Virginia, have done good work in visit- 
ing Corps at Princess Anne, Berkely, Hampton, Phoebus, Norfolk 
and Portsmouth, also two new Corps and initiating new members. 
All Very much interested in the work. 

Iowa is very proud of the work done here this year. " We 
have the largest paid-up membership we have ever had, and are 
therefore entitled to one more National Delegate." 

Mrs. Florence M. Griffith writes from Iowa: "Our Woman's 
Relief Corps have responded so generously to our call that a grand 
piano stands in our Soldiers' Home at Marshall town. These old 
soldiers tell us with their eyes full of tears how much they enjoy 
it. Quantities of fruits, jellies and so on, have found their way to 
the same place. One of our army nurses has had a cancer removed 
which cost this Department over $350.00. She has gone to her home 
entirely well, and feeling that the Woman's Relief Corps of Iowa 
has saved her life." 

Wisconsin Aide says their Corps are in good condition and 
the work prospering. Sent to Madison, 0., W.R.C. Home, two 
years' subscription of magazines and $2.00. 

Anna B* Carroll of Ohio, writes to us that they have taken a 
number of Corps and interested them in the Soldiers' Home, and 
jellies, fruits and so on, they have given in abundance. 

"Placed flags in thirty schoolhouses, at a cost exceeding 
$100.00. My own Corps have weekly meetings, making cushions, 
headrests, quilts and so on, for our Soldiers' Home. There are 
now here two children, 12 and 8 years old, and tomorrow after an 
early drive they will go on their way to our State Home for 
Soldiers' Orphans, located at Xenia, where through the earnest 
efforts of Mr. Carroll and myself we have succeeded in gaining 
admittance for them." 

The work in Tennessee, Georgia and all the Southern States, 
we find very difficult. Our Order is growing very slowly but surely. 
Many Posts would have disbanded, they tell me, but for the help 
given them by our good corps. 

Mrs. Sheare of Evansville (a very small, new town), Minnesota, 
reports : " Have no Grand Army Post, neither any soldiers' graves 
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in the cemetery, but our National Aide, hpwever, has presented 
tlie principal of our school with a flag and they now salute ' Old 
Glory.' 

" Also last Decoration Day they had Memorial services in the 
church, on Sunday. The church was finely decorated with flags, 
bunting and plants. The people at first did not know what to 
make of it, many having never heard of such a thing, but we are 
glad to say we know that this is a new country and we feel sure 
will grow up with the times very soon." 

The Department of Minnesota has sent $65.00 to the South 
for Decoration Day. 

The Soldiers' Home Committee, W.B..C., presented a fine 
parlor organ to the Home, to be used in the hospital, and from the 
Department, they had rubber tires put on the invalids' chairs. 
Musical and literary entertainments are given very often, adding 
much to the pleasure of the veterans. Fruits and jellies are 
provided in abundance by the different Corps. 

Many other Department aides reported such similarity of work, 
that it would be impossible to give them only in a general way. 

Our Order has grown very rapidly this year. We hope this 
interest is permanent and will not die down after our Convention 
is over. The best of feeling exists between the G.A.R., Sons of 
Veterans and the Relief Corps. 

Rhode Island, although the smallest State in the Union, was 
the first to send in complete reports from all the aides. United 
in work and patriotism. 

Through Massachusetts there seems to exist the warmest 
friendship, and I might say almost adoration, for our National 
President, Mrs. Lizabeth A. Turner, but from east to west also 
comes to me the same tidings. Workers from all the States write 
me in the same tone. Never was a National President more 
beloved for her sterling good qualities and love for the Order. 

The Order is flourishing in this State as reported by the many 
aides, peace and harmony prevailing. 

And now in closing, allow me to say that I have greatly 
enjoyed the work in the past year, and my shortcomings have been 
through no intention on my part. And now, Mrs. President, allow 
me to thank you for the honor conferred on me by the appoint- 
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ment to this office, and allow me to assure you all, that I have doue 
the best I could. Your advice has always been very, very delight- 
ful and acceptable. 

Respectfully submitted, in F., C. and L., 

SARAH E. MILHAM, 
National Senior Aide, W.R.C, 1896. 
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Report of Chairman of Board of Directors 
National Woman's Relief Corps Home. 



Sanatoga, Pa., Aug. 10, 1896. 
Harriette L. Reed, 

National Secretary y W.R.C, 

Dear Madam : I have the honor, as Chairman of the National 
Woman's Relief Corps Home Board, to report to you that the 
Home is in a healthy and prosperous condition. 

The perfect harmony which has characterized the work of the 
Board from the beginning has continued uninterrupted. 

A degree of peace, harmony and good fellowship has pre- 
vailed among the inmates which is seldom found in institutions 
where so many inmates and employees live together in one house. 

From the reports of the several officers which accompany 
this, you will learn the details of the work. 

Many improvements have been made but only such as could 
not be deferred. 

We were compelled by the mandate of the State Board of 
Health to put up fire-escapes at considerable cost, which are now 
complete. 

A very large cistern had to be built to utilize the immense 
waste of water which was not only running to waste but doing 
damage. Extensive repairs in the Ohio Cottage have also been 
necessary owing to the cracking and falling of plastering. 

The purchase last year of five acres of land in the rear of our 
buildings enabled us to perfect a complete system of drainage, and 
to overcome difficulties that otherwise were insurmountable. 

All our land has been brought under a high state of cultivation 
and yields a valuable supply of vegetables and small fruits for the 
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use of the Home. Our own good cows furnish a large part of the 
milk used by the inmates. 

A new large chicken house has been built out of a part of the 
lumber no longer needed as a passageway, by one of the inmates, 
Mr. Jewell, and we now hope that we will soon be able to supply 
ourselves with chickens and eggs. 

A part of the basement of the Ohio Cottage not needed for 
other purposes has been fitted up as quarters for the men employed 
at the Home. 

FINANCES. 

There has been great anxiety in regard to the finances of the 
Home the past year, owing to the change in the time of the pay- 
ment of the per capita tax from quarterly to semi-annually, leaving 
the managers in doubt as to whether they would be able to pay 
their bills when due, or not. 

As the Home Board has never been in debt, the prospect, or 
3ven the possibility, of such a humiliation has been a constant 
anxiety. 

We have been able to pay our bills and have a balance left, 
but I do not deem it wise to take such risks, or to harass those 
who by energy and the strictest economy have managed the 
finances of the Home so faithfully and honestly that not a breath 
of scandal has touched this sacred charity, or clouded the fair fame 
of the Woman's Relief Corps. 

ARMY NURSES. 

It has been very difficult to secure pensions for our army 
nurses. A vast amount of work has been done during this last 
year, but adequate results have not followed. 

Since my last report, only 52 army nurses have been added to 
the pension list, although I have pressed their interests with an 
unflagging zeal at the Pension Office, and in the Office of the 
Interior, and War Department. To be sure We have reason for 
gratitude that even 52 have succeeded amid such difficulties, and 
that now 559 army nurses have pensions under the law obtained 
by the Woman's Relief Corps, and that over $80,000 annually 
goes out of the National Treasury, to relieve the wants of those 
worthy, heroic women. 
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REGIMENTAL NURSES. 

There were no more heroic workers, as a class, than the 
regimental nurses, and they were recognized and provided for 
under the pension law of 1892 just as the others, but the War 
Department objected to their claims. For the last three years I 
have tried to overcome these difBculties in vain. 

I brought these facts before you at our last Convention, and 
recommended supplemental legislation. My recommendation was 
adopted and referred to the Home Board, and they made an appro- 
priation for that purpose. 

I went to Washington three times while Congress was in 
session, staying only ten days, which was the limit of my excursion 
ticket, and worked for the bill as best I could. The bill passed 
the House, but was not acted on by the Senate. 

This amended bill is just what is needed, and I believe if 1 
could have stayed in Washington to give it personal attention, it 
would have passed and been law today. But I had learned a 
lesson at Indianapolis Convention, and was unwilling to take finan- 
cial risks, and so had to allow this bill, which had encountered 
no opposition, to take its chances on account of expense ; it failed, 
which cost me many heartaches and not a few tears. 

As it has passed the House and the coming session is a con- 
tinuation of the last, there is a possibility of securing its passage 
the coming winter. 

Under this bill, if carried, most of the 260 nurses who have 
been rejected and the 451 claims which I know are now pending, 
will be successful. 

One of two things should be done: this bill should be pushed 
through and these women get their pensions, or the per capita tax 
should be raised so as to furnish funds to help the army nurses 
outside of the Home, many of whom will soon be dependent on 
the Corps or in county infirmaries. 

The Home Board has done all that it can do for them up to 
this time, and will continue so to do; but burdens must not be 
put upon us that we are not able to bear, so I throw the responsi- 
bility of this great interest upon you and trust that proper 
action will be taken before referring it to the Home Board. 

I desire to express my appreciation of the splendid services of 
my co-laborers. 
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The National President and Secretary, who are members of 
the Board by virtue of office, have been prompt and generous in all 
their efforts. 

The Secretary, Mrs. P. L. Cowles, has been tireless in her 
work for the Home and has ably performed her duties. All the 
other members have been ready at all times to do their utmost. 

Mrs. Charity Rusk Craig*s term of office expires at this Con- 
vention. We have been greatly aided by her counsels. She has 
acted for the last two years on the Committee of Admission of 
Inmates, and her rare ability to deal with some of the difficult 
cases which apply to us for admission, has made her services most 
valuable. 

The place of Mrs. Hannah R. Plimpton as Superintendent of 
the Home, which she filled so ably till forced to resign because of 
failing health, has been filled with rare ability by Mrs. Clare H. 
Burleigh of Massachusetts, and we deem ourselves fortunate in 
securing her to fill the vacancy, her services having been very 
acceptable. 

Miss Lois E. Plimpton, Assistant Superintendent, has faith- 
fully remained at her post of duty and has served us long and well, 
as has Miss Eliza Pratt, matron of Wittenmyer Cottage, who is 
still giving loving service. 

Our sick have had the best of medical care and have wanted 
for nothing that would promote their recovery or alleviate their 
suffering. 

The putting in of a telephone has not only been a convenience 
but has brought the Home and its inmates in close touch with the 
people in all the region round about. 

An "Old Folks Concert " was instituted by Mrs. Burleigh 
soon after she took charge of the Home, at 5 o'clock p.m., in the 
office where the telephone was located. Mrs. Burleigh is a fine 
performer and singer, and many of the inmates sing well, so it 
soon became known that people would gather in the telephone 
offices miles away to listen to the songs at the Home, which con. 
tinned half an hour. No one was obliged to attend, but the room 
was always crowded. Family prayer is held in the dining hall 
every morning, some inrfiates having been previously selected to 
read the scriptures. Religious services are also held in the Home 
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on the Sabbath and at other times by the ministers of different 
denominations as often as possible. 



RECOMMENDATIONS. 

Recommendation No. 1. That action be taken by this Con- 
vention to secure the passage of the amended army nurse pension 
law. 

Recommendation iVb. 2. That hereafter the per capita tax be 
paid quarterly instead of semi-annually. 

Respectfully submitted in F., C. and L., 

ANNIE WITTENMYER, 

Chairman, 
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Report of Secretary of Board of Directors 
National Woman's Relief Corps Home. 



Office of Secretary of Board of Directors, 

National Woman's Relief Corps Home, 
Geneva, 0., July 30, 1896. 
Harriette L. Eeed, 

National Secretary y W.E.C* 

Madam : I have the honor to submit to you my annual report 
as Secretary of the National W.R.C. Home Board of Directors. 

In response to call of Emma R. Wallace, National President, 
W.R.C, General Orders No. 10, the Board of Directors met at 
National Headquarters, W.R.C, in the Gait House, Louisville, 
Ky., Sept. 11, 1895. 

There were present Mrs. Wittenmyer, Chairman, Mrs. Wickfns 
and Mrs. Craig. 

As a quorum was not reached only an informal session was 
held. Adjourned to the annual meeting at the National W.R.C. 
Home September 17, 1895. 

At the call of the chairman, Mrs. Wittenmyer, the annual 
meeting of the Home Board took place at the Wittenmyer Cottage, 
National W.R.C Home, Madison, Ohio, September 17th, continuing 
also throughout the 18th and a part of the 19th. Much important 
legislation was enacted in that time. 

At the opening session the great pleasure was enjoyed of 
having present Mrs. Lizabeth A. Turner, National President, 
W.R.C, ex officio member. All regretted that Mrs. Harriette L. 
Reed, National Secretary, W.R.C, could not also be present. 

The other members, Mrs. Wittenmyer, Mrs. Craig, Mrs. 
Wickins, Mrs. Lowd and Mrs. Cowles, were all present throughout 
except the absence of Mrs. Craig on the morning of the 17th, and 
the absence of Mrs. Wickins at the closing session on the 19th. 
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BE-ELECTION OF MRS. ANNIE WITTENMYEB. 

To the great gratification of all, at the Thirteenth National 
Convention, held at Louisville, Mrs. Annie Wittenmyer was re- 
elected on the Home Board for five years. 

The first business at the annual meeting was the re-election 
of Mrs. Wittenmyer to the position of Chairman of the Home 
Board. 

Mrs. Pluma L. Cowles was re-elected Secretary of the Board, 
and a vote of thanks extended for the arduous duties performed. 

RESIGNATION OF HANNAH R. PLIMPTON, SUPERINTENDENT. 

To the great regret of all, Mrs. Wittenmyer announced, that 
owing to declining health, Mrs. Hannah R. Plimpton, Superin- 
tendent, had offered her resignation to take effect Nov. 1, 1895. 

Mrs. Plimpton was summoned that if possible, she might 
reconsider. She decided that as she was so overworked with the 
nervous strain of the past few years, for the sake of her family 
the decision must be final. 

Mrs. Wittenmyer expressed to her the great regret of the 
management, that she must give up the work in which she had 
shown such signal ability. Mrs. Plimpton's resignation was 
accepted with many regrets. 

ELECTION OF MRS. CLARE H. BURLEIGH AS SUPERINTENDENT. 

Mrs. Lowd and Mrs. Wittenmyer were appointed a com- 
mittee to wait upon Mrs. Clare H. Burleigh, Past Department 
President W.E..C. of Massachusetts, then a guest at the Home, 
and tender her the Superintendency of the Home. Although taken 
entirely by surprise, after taking time to consider and look over 
the work, Mrs. Burleigh accepted the position of Superintendent, 
thanking the Board for the confidence expressed by tendering her 
the position. 

The following are among the more important decisions : — 

Miss Lois E. Plimpton, having rendered efficient and valu- 
able service as assistant superintendent, was re-elected to that 
position. 

Miss Eliza Pratt, the most faithful and capable matron of the 
Wittenmyer Cottage, was also re-elected. 
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The Superintendent was empowered to employ a supply 
matron, nurse, and all other needful help. Appreciation of the 
faithful services of all employees was shown, hy allowing the 
Superintendent, annually, one month's vacation, and all others 
regularly employed two weeks, the wages of all to be continued 
during their absence. 

Dr. C. H. Quayle, physician of the Home, was received by the 
Board and important sanitary measures considered, to be carried 
out. 

Improvements in drainage, fencing, repairs and water facili- 
ties were ordered. 

A much needed telephone service was arranged for. An ice 
house and cold storage building were among the needed improve- 
ments, should funds permit. The Superintendent and Secretary 
were appointed a committee to investigate. 

The several committees reported as follows : — 

Committee on Frinting^ Mrs. Emma B. Lowd, reported all 
work performed as directed. Mrs. Lowd was continued as this 
committee. All supplies of stationery for the Home family and 
Board of Directors were ordered. A form of discharge presented 
by the committee was adopted and a limited supply ordered 
printed. 

Committee on Bules, Mrs. Lowd, Chairman, reported a new 
ruling on the allowance received from various sources of inmates, 
not pensioners. After revision it was adopted. The rules on 
admission were revised, also the rules of the Home, and supplies of 
each were ordered printed. 

The Committee on Literature, Mrs. Craig, Chairman, reported 
some additions of papers and magazines received. The committee 
now stands: Mrs. Craig, Mrs. Wickins and Mrs. Reed, National 
Secretary. 

Committee on Admission, Mrs. Wittenmyer, Chairman, re- 
ferred to the printed reports of Chairman and Secretary to 
Thirteenth National Convention on this point. The committee, 
Mrs. Wittenmyer, Mrs. Craig and Mrs. Cowles, were continued. 

Committee on Fension Amendment, Mrs. Lowd, Chairman, 
reported the outlook more hopeful. Soldiers who were pensioners 
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and in Homes were being obliged to paj out of their pensions to 
their destitute families. Committee as appointed^ Mrs. Lowd, 
Mrs. Turner and Mrs. Wickins. 

ARMY NURSE PENSION WORK. 

Mrs. Wittenmyer gave an extended report in regard to the 
present interpretation of the pension law for army nurses, whereby 
regimental nurses cannot procure pensions. 

Mrs. Wittenmyer was authorized to present the matter to 
the Congressional Committee, to obtain if possible a more favora- 
ble interpretation of the law. 

Recommendation No. 2 in Mrs. Wittenmyer's report to 
Thirteenth National Convention, referred to Home Board by the 
National Council, was adopted. 

Mrs. Wittenmyer was authorized to continue the work upon 
the Record Book, to complete it as soon as possible. 

Mrs. Wittenmyer reported how arduous and slow the work of 
procuring pensions was under the present rulings. Only eighty- 
five cases had been completed during the year, one hundred still 
pending. She had assisted in several cases beside the army 
nurse work. Fifteen persons thus incidentally helped had re- 
ceived pensions. 

Mrs. Wittenmyer was continued in the pension work. 

The Chairman and Secretary were continued a committee on 
compiling the much needed separate Home reports, to be printed 
for distribution. 

• RECEPTION AT THE NATIONAL W.R.C. HOME. 

On the evening of September 17 a reception was given in the 
parlors of the Home by the oflScers and inmates and Home family, 
to the Home Board of. Directors and other guests, followed by a 
camp-fire, at which Mrs. Wittenmyer presided. 

Many responded in earnest words as they were called upon, 
the speeches being interspersed with singing from Gospel Hymns. 
A never-to-be-forgotten camp-fire closed with a benedictory prayer 
by Mrs. Wittenmyer. 

The happy thought of such a gathering was that of our 
valued member of the Board, Mrs. Craig. It was most heartily 
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endorsed by the other members, and action taken that hereafter, 
on the arrival of the Board at the Home for the annual meeting, 
the first evening shall be spent in meeting all who comprise 
the Home family, socially. 

CAMP-FIRE AT MADISON, OHIO. 

On the evening of September 18th, Burnham Corps No. 110 
of Madison, Ohio, gave a banquet and- camp-fire in honor of the 
Board of Directors and other guests of the Home, to which also 
Bowers Post Grand Army of the Republic, and Woman's Relief 
Corps of Geneva, Ohio, were invited. The occasion was one of the 
happiest. 

TESTIMONIAL TO HANNAH R. PLIMPTON. 

Mrs. Craig and Mrs. Cowles were appointed a committee to 
obtain a testimonial to Mrs. Plimpton, as a slight token of appre- 
ciation of her valued services for the Home. 

The value of the testimonial was $45.00, and is a curly-birch 
desk and a Turkish couch. 

The management and Order are under great obligation to 
Mrs. Plimpton for her nearly four years of faithful service in the 
affairs of the Home. With more than usual executive ability she 
completed the trying pioneer work, adjusting and systematizing, 
and placing the Home work on sure foundations. 

She was ever faithful to all the Home interests, the manage- 
ment, and the interests of the Order. 

ARMY NURSES. 

It was hoped that a better interpretation of the pension law * 
for army nurses might at once benefit the large number of needy 
regimental nurses. This, together with the uncertainty of income, 
owing to the new ruling that per capita tax be paid only semi- 
annually, prevented the usual help being extended to army nurses. 
But a Christmas remittance was sent out to forty-one of the 
most aged and needy, and assistance was rendered in a number of 
special cases of sickness and distress as known. The amount thus 
given was $266.00. 
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DEATHS REPORTED DURING THE YEAR. 



Mrs. Mary Lindsay TuUis, Everett, Wash., aged — , 

Mrs. Esther Gould, Fort Atkinson, Wis., "• 74, 

Mrs. Mary J. Buncher, Manchester, N.H., "- 73, 

Mrs. Miriam A. Baugh, Chicago, 111., *' — , 

Mrs. Ursula Beavan, Marshalltown, la. *♦ 93, 

Mrs. Elvira Mason, Spencer, Mass., "• 74, 

Mrs. Phoebe W. Farmer, West' Plains, Mo., " 81, 

Mrs. Mary A. G. Holland, Somerville, Mass., '* 66, 

Mrs.Marcie Miles, Portsmouth, O., *'- 61, 

Mrs. Harriet Costs, Tacoma, Wash., "' 62, 



died May 21, 1896. 

** June 19, 1895. 

'» July 10, 1895. 

'* July 12, 1895. 

*^ July 12, 1895. 

" Sept. 24, 1895. 

'* Nov. 10, 1895. 

" Nov. 21, 1895. 

" Jan. 16, 1896. 

" April 11, 1896. 



APPLICATIONS FOR ADMISSION TO THE NATIONAL W.R.C HOME. 



Number from Michigan . 
" New York 



Virginia . . . 
Massachusetts . 
Indiana . . . 
Vermont . . . 
Kansas .... 
Missouri . . . 
Nevr Hampshire . 
Delavrare . . . 
West Virginia . 
Iowa . . . . 



8 Number from Pennsylvania 

5 * '* Wisconsin . 

4 '• *' Nebraska . 

2 " '^ California. 

2 *' ♦* Connecticut 

2 " *' Kentucky . 

2 " " South Dakota 

2 " *' Maine . . 

1 '• " Colorado . 

1 " " New Jersey 

1 - " Ohio. . . 
1 



2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
37 



Total ....... 88 



CLASS OF APPLICANTS AND DECISIONS UPON APPLICATIONS 

4 
12 
11 

8 

1 



Number of army nurses 

ti it widows 

•' ** mothers 

" '* veterans and wives, 

»* *' veterans . 

" ** wives . . 

''• *' sisters . . 

*' '* daughters . 

" *♦ children 

" *' not eligible 

** " renewals . 

'' ** readmission 



Total 



14 
18 
5 
3 
6 
2 
4 

88 



Number approved 25 

** not approved ... 4 
'* dropped . . . . .16 
'* referred to Dept. Ohio, 6 
u t( u «c penn. 1 

'' not endorsed .... 1 
not eligible .... 6 

died 2 

" withdrawn .... 17 
'♦ deferred ..... 4 
"• pending 6 



Total 



88 
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The number of applications the past year is larger than ever 
before, involving a large correspondence. A grave responsibility 
rests upon the Committee on Admission. 

For method of procedure see report of the Secretary to the 
Thirteenth National Convention. 

All applications should be addressed to the Chairman or 
Secretary. 

NATIONAL woman's RELIEF CORPS HOME. 

The Kational Home has had a happy and prosperous year. 
On Nov. 1, 1895, Mrs. Clare H. Burleigh assumed the responsible 
position of Superintendent, and although the work was new and 
trying, yet she has met with marked success. She took up the 
work with courage and cheerfulness, bringing to it her many 
accomplishments and wide experience in public life. 

Mrs. Burleigh has exhibited marked ability and tact in caring 
for aged persons. Bright, cheerful, affectionate, with gifts of 
speech and song, she has won all hearts and holds the reins of love 
and kindness, gently but firmly. 

All employees have been competent and faithful. More in- 
mates have been cared for than ever before, all the rooms being 
taken in both Ohio and Wittenmyer cottages, with several persons 
in the hospital. 

All buildings have been well cared for and neatly kept, and 
the garden and grounds present a fine appearance. 

During the past year five of the more aged and feeble have 
died, and the Home will soon be a general hospital, as all admitted 
have been feeble or advanced in years. 

Through the courtesy of neighboring pastors, religious ser- 
vices have been held quite regularly and are a great comfort to all. 

The much needed telephone is placed and proves itself all that 
was anticipated. 

For all further particulars see Superintendent's report. 

The repairs and improvements as contemplated have not all 
been carried out as hoped. 

The Home must first be maintained and cared for, and the 
uncertainty of the income under present ruling, makes it impossi- 
ble to know whether any or all improvements necessary can be 
made. It is hoped for the sake of the Home at least, the Order 
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will return to the former method of paying j^er capita tax quar- 
terly, otherwise there can be no far-seeing business plans. 

In behalf of the Home Board, to the Order at large and all 
who have assisted the past year to make the Home the success it 
now is, thanks are returned. 

This year closes the term for which Mrs. Craig was elected a 
member of the National W.R.C. Home Board of Directors. Her 
wide experience in benevolent work, her business ability and far- 
seeing wisdom and active interest in, and untiring service /or, the 
Home through all the years, have rendered her work invaluable. 
As a member of the Committee on Admission these qualities have 
been especially manifested. 

The safe and admirable financial plan of the Home is more 
manifest every year, and my duties as a member of the Auditing 
Committee have been promptly performed. The work of this oflBce 
occupying the most of my time, with increased correspondence, I 
have endeavored to faithfully perform. 

For the kindness 'and co-operation of National and Depart- 
ment officers, of committees in charge of applicants, of members of 
the Home Board, of the officers of the Home and members of the 
Home family, and all who have in any way helped forward the 
interests of our National W.R.C. Home, I am very grateful. 

Respectfully submitted in F., C. and L., 

PLUMA L. COWLES, 

Secretary Board of Directors. 
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Report of Superintendent, National Woman's 
Relief Corps Home. 



Office of National Woman's Relief Corps Home, 

Madison, 0., July 21, 1896. 
Mrs. Annie Wittenmyeb, 

Chairman NatH W.R, C, Home Board, 
Madam : I have the honor to submit the following statement 
of the conduct of affairs at the National W.R.C. Home. 

Entering upon my duties as superintendent Nov. 1, 1895^ 
while the summary of the first four months' expenses is a part of 
this^ annual report, but eight months constitute my official term. 

Hereto annexed will be found a list of special donations, of 
current and total expenses, and much that relates to the growth in 
membership, and the interior life of the Home. 

Number of inmates in the Home June 30, 1895 ... 43 
Number admitted during year 19 

Total . %2 

Number discharged 6 

Lost by death 5 

— 11 

Number remaining June 30, 1896 51 

Admissions, 
1895. 

July 31. Eliza A. Gregory, Bloomdale, 0., Veteran's widow. 
Aug. 3. Margaret Williams, Pittsburg, Kan., " " 

29. Matilda L. Bartlett, Clyde, 0., " sister. 

31. Laura Bradway, Thompson, 0., " wife. 
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Oct. 21. Elisabeth W. Stiles, Franklin, Pa., Army nurse. 

" 22. Berenice Armstrong, Muskegon, Mich., Veteran's widow. 

" 24. Mary B. Steiger, Seneca Falls, N.Y., « " 

Nov. 21. Parmelia Bedortha, Oberlin, O., " sister. 

" 25. Sarah M. Lane, Flint, Mich., « « 

Dec. 14. Sophia Heath, Ellicottville, N.Y., " mother. 

" 24. Almira L. Trumbull, Fair Haven, Vt., " sister. 

1896. 

Jan. 18. Flora Madison, Green Spring, 0., Veteran's sister. 

Feb. 3. Mary J. Weller, Conneaut, 0., " " 

" 4. Eleanor C. Ransom, Los Angeles, Cal., Army nurse. 

March 2. Chas. H. Brisbin, Battle Creek, Mich., Veteran. 

May 2. Elisabeth Brisbin, " " " Veteran's wife. 

" 2. Mary Noggle, Ashland, 0., " sister. 

June 15. Louisa Varney, Medina, 0., " " 

" 18. Harriet W. Willis, Sterling June, Mass., " widow. 

Discharges, 

Mary A. Sumner Fuller, Hudson, 0., at her request, July 1, 1895. 
Grace McGee, Washington, D.C., " " " 3, 1^95. 

Agnes Dilworth, Michigan City, lud., " " Sept. 7, 1895. 

Julia A. Taylor, Sandusky, 0., -' " " 23, 1895. 

Mary J. Adams, Denison, Tex., " " " 30, 1895. 

Lovina Camp, Jefferson, 0., '' " May 22, 1896. 

By Death, 

Eliza Brown, Forest, 0., age 87, Jan. 15, 1896. 

Ann Rodgers, Columbus, 0., age 65, Mar. 18, 1896. 

Jane Henion, Seneca Falls, N.Y., age 80, " 21, 1896. 

Flora Madison, Green Springs, 0., May 22, 1896. 

Sophia Heath, Ellicottville, N.Y., age 79, June 9, 1896. 
Of six discharges, five were granted during first quarter, one 
in fourth quarter. 

Uxpenses. 

Current expenses, 1895-6 ' . f 6,876 17 

Cost of provisions, 1894-5 . . . . . . 1,620 09 

" " 1895-6 1,762 95 
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Per capita (weekly), of Home members 
" " " "household 

Cost of clothing, 1896 .... 
" " 1896 .... 

Per capita of clothing, 1896 



«2 76 

2 17 

47 06 

105 40 
2 19 



Total expenses of eight months, from Nov. 1, 1896, to 

July 1, 1896 «4,745 72 

Total expenses, eight months, Nov. 1, 1894, to July 1, 

1896 4,508 81 

Excess this year, 1896, in eight months, my term of office, $236 91 



Average monthly increase during eight months 
Per capita (monthly) in eight months 
Number of members in Home, June 30, 1895 

« « " " <• 1896 

Average number of inmates during year 1896 

" " assistants 

" '* in household 



Number of visitors registered from seventeen States 



29 61 
1 90 
43 
61 
48 
18 
61 



830 
" not registered at camp-fires, etc., about 800 

Total 



1,630 



Forwarded Nat'l Treas. from Pensions, incomes, etc. . $1,096 14 

By reason of prolonged and severe illness during the winter, 
two cases of erysipelas, an operation and treatment of cancer in 
September, a broken arm, and almost daily attendance of physicians 
upon two invalids during five and three months (the former re- 
stored to health, the latter deceased), the cost of medical and sur- 
gical services and drugs has exceeded that of last year by $303.00. 
The increase of night watching has been proportionate, and I 
desire to call attention to the fact that soon, owing to age, increas- 
ing feebleness and chronic diseases, many of the needs of this 
institution will be those of a hospital, while the economy to be 
studied cannot be in the line of medical care or hygienic appliances. 

By vote of Board in September a supply matron was engaged 
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in November whose salary has been $144.00. It was also deemed 
necessary, with the increase of family, to secure another regular 
assistant in dining room and kitchen, whose wages sum $46.80. 

By vote of Board a telephone has been in use, the rental of 
which is $13.35. 

Added to these unavoidable expenses, I have provided for the 
wants of an increased family, for many table guests, and for the 
food of an additional cow and horse. 



Boxes and supplies received from Woman's Belief Corps in 
different Departments. 



Bawlins 



CALIFORNIA AND NEVADA. 

No. 29, Stockton, Cal., 1 comfort 





CONNECTICUT. 




Arthur H. Dutton 


37, Wallingford, 

INDIANA. 


Clothing, 




Ft. Wayne, 


Clothing 




ILLINOIS. 




Farragut 


92, Chicago, 


Shoulder shawls 


Franklin 


64, Monticello, 


2 quilts 


Cornwell 


272, Capron, 


Clothing 


K. K. McCoy 


100, Clayton, 


(( 


Francis M. Long 


110, Taylorville, 


cc 


Shiloh 


Lannark, 


u 


B. F. Butler 


240, Chicago, 


(C 


Graham 


28, Moline, 

IOWA. 


u 


Andrew Mills 


161, Kolfe, 

KANSAS. 


Clothing 




Pittsburg, 


Clothing 


J. I. Blunt 


101, Linn, 


1 quilt 



$4 60 



6 00 
2 90 
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Theo. Parkman 
Geo. H. Ward 



MARYLAND. 

Baltimore, Clothing, 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

147, Centreville, 
11, Worcester, 



D. Willard Robinson 13, Norwell, 

Gen. Sedgwick 17, Orange, 

Abraham Lincoln 39, Charlestown, 

Hubbard V. Smith 82, Athol, 



Erouse R. Clark 
D. G. Farragut 



Col. Lombard 



Cross 
Canby 

D. T. Wiggins 



Forsythe 
Delos Northway 
Brint & McBride 
Given 



88, Whitinsville, 
90, Gardner, 



0. H. P. Sargent 114, Essex, 



Silk pieces 
Clothing and 

novelties 
Clothing and 

novelties 
Clothing and 

novelties, 
Clothing and 

candy. 
Clothing and 

novelties 
Clothing 
Clothing and 

novelties 
Clothing and 

novelties. 



MICHIGAN. 

152, Petoskey, 

MINNESOTA. 

Tracy, 

NEW YORK. 

10, Seneca Falls, 
12, Gloversville, 

87, Randolph, 

OHIO. 

1, Toledo, 
12, Orwell, 

8, Richfield Center, 1 quilt, 
19, Wooster, Canned fruit, 



96 00 



12 40 
65 00 



1 quilt 

2 pair bed socks 



Canned fruit 
Clothing and 

novelties 
Canned fruit. 



Canned fruit 
Clothing 



8 26 



6 40 



4 00 

5 75 
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Losure 


20, Wauseon, 


1 quilt. 


$3 00 


Lewis 


29, Xenia, 


Clothing and jelly 


Jacob Young 


38, Fredericktown, 


Cushions and jelly 2 95 


McMeans 


48, Sandusky, 


Canned fruit. 


5 25 


Wells 


66f Columbus, 


Clothing 




Beuron Coburn 


91, Cortland, 


it 


12 00 


Henry Lincoln 


92, Oberlin, 


Canned fruit and 
aprons 




Phil H. Sheridan 


124, McConnellsville 


Jelly, 


3 50 


Giddings 


171, Jefferson, 


Clothing 




C. G. Eaton 


188, Clyde, 


Canned fruit, 


9 40 


Brand 


202, Urbana, 


Novelties 




Newton Falls 


209, Newton Falls, 


Clothing 




Kurd 


215, Mt. Gilead, 


Canned fruit. 


5 00 


Randall 


222, Prairie Depot, 


Clothing, 


3 30 


Col. E. M. Most 


269, Fredericksburg, 

TENNESSEE. 


2 comforts, 


4 00 


Lookout 


2, Chattanooga, 


1 comfort. 


3 00 



TEXAS. 

Davy Crockett, 7, Christmas 

offering, 
Dept. Headquarters Waco, Clothing 



5 00 



Stevens 



WASHINGTON. 

1, Christmas 

offering, 



5 00 



Special Gifts from Corps, 



Phil Sheridan 


34, Salem, Mass., 


Large chenille 
spread 


James A. Garfield 


33, Lowell, " 


1 doz. napkins 


Benj. Stone, Jr. 


68, Dorchester, 

Mass., 


j[ a a 


Dahlgren 


20, South Boston, 
Mass., 


1 " 


Boston 


157, Boston, Mass., 


■^ ii a 
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Wm. Sanford 

Wm. H. Lytle 

Joe Hooker 

Page 

Eaton 

Bowers 

Memorial 

Ben Butterfield 

Col. E. M. Most 

Buckley 

Bunyan 

D. M. Bouser 

Bansom Beed 

Bell Harmon 

Cleveland City 
Forest City 
Buckley 
Gurney 

Hill 

W. H. Elliotts 



77, Christmas 

offering, 91 00 

134, Cincinnati, 0., Christmas 

offering, 2 50 

16, Mt. Vernon, 0., Christmas 

offering, 4 85 

60, Sylvania, 0., Christmas 

offering, 1 00 

191, Wadsworth, 0., Christmas 

offering, 5 00 

141, Geneva, 0., Christmas 

offering, 5 00 

44, Cleveland, 0.,- Christmas 

offering, 5 00 

200, Lancaster, 0., Christmas 

offering, 3 00 

269, Fredericksburg, Christmas 

0., offering, 1 30 

23, Akron, 0., Christmas 

offering, 5 00 

31, New London, 0., Christmas 

offering, 1 00 

313, Tippecanoe Christmas 

City, C, offering, 2 00 

102, Marysville, 0., Christmas 

offering, 2 00 

58, Warren, 0., 1 doz. camp- 

chairs, 9 00 

75, Cleveland, 0., Bubber bottles, 2 00 
71, " " " " 4 00 
23, Akron, 0., For Mrs. Lane, 10 00 

278, Thompson, 0., For Mrs. 

Bradway, 1 00 

236, New 1 quilt 

Straitsville, 0., 
295, Alton, 0., Table linen 

76, Parsons, Kan., Portrait of Mrs. 

Wickins. 
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Hurd 


215, Mt. Gilead, 0., 


Student lamp, f 3 50 


Al Mason 


204, Miamisburg, 0.^ 


3 50 


Paulus 


304, Ashtabula, 0., 


Hens, 60 


Old Guard 


121, Dayton, 0., 


50 


A. H. Coleman 


107, Troy, 0., 


" 50 


A. J. Sykes 


192, Chicago, 0., 


50 


Lewis 


29, Xenia, 0., 


50 


J. M. Wells 


66, Columbus, 0., 


3 OO 


Buckley 


23, Akron, 0., 


Table silver, 7 44 


Patchen 


7, Burton, , 


Table linen, 1 32 


Richard Lanning 


258, Coshocton, 0., 


" 2 00 


McFarland 


296, Burgh Hill, 0., 


" 1 00 


Neibling 


190, Weston, 0., 


1 75 


Bowers 


141, Geneva, 0., 


1 hen 


Root 


20, Syracuse, N.Y., 


1 year's subscrip- 



tion to Harper's Monthly 4 OO 

Special Gifts from Friends. 

Commander-in-Chief Lawler, Rockford, 111., cut flowers. 

Mrs. Griswold, Naples, Ela., small box shells. 

Mr. J. B. Buttermore, North Madison, 0., beets, pumpkins, milk* 

Mrs. Kate K. Domer, Madison, 0., oleander tree. 

Miss Mary M. Pratt, " Home," pillows and bedding. 

Mrs. E. M. Bigger, Geneva, 0., literature. 

Mrs. Francis Brigden, Mesopotamia, 0., quilt pieces. 

Mrs. Mary Wilcox, Mesopotamia, 0., quilt pieces. 

Mrs. Mary E. Loveland, Mesopotamia, 0., yarn. 

Mr. S. N. Viets, Madison, 0., green corn. 

Mr. Morgan, Madison, 0., green corn. 

Mr. Frank Berry, Madison, 0., pumpkins. 

H. G. Blake Post, Medina, 0., hennery, $10.50. 

Mrs. Helen A. Brigham, Hyde Park, Mass., literature. 

Mrs. Hannah R. Plimpton, Cleveland, 0., can filler. 

Drs. C. H. and John Quayle, Madison, O., 4 doz. Chris tmaa 

booklets. 
Past Dept. Commander Wilfred A. Wetherbee of Mass., Christmas 

gifts for every comrade and wife and all assistants. 
G. and C. W. Searls, Madison, 0., 5 doz. oranges. 
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Mrs. M. L. Maynard, Chardon, 0., presidential puzzle. 

Miss Sarah M. Lane, "Home," book, "Not Like Other Girls." 

Mr. E. W. IngersoU, Madison, 0., Thanksgiving turkey. 

Mr. H. M. Erand, Madison, 0., Thanksgiving turkey. 

W. G. Cook and Bro., Madison, 0., 1 sack flour. 

W.R.C. No. 325, West Baltimore, 0., silk pieces. 

Mr. Wm. H. Genung, Madison, 0., 1 quarter's pension fees. 

Mrs. Lue Stuart Wads worth, Boston, Mass., 2i doz. napkins, 31 

towels, 14 pillowslips. Also 4 doz. napkins solicited from 

Corps. 
Ohio Soldiers' and Sailors' Home, Sandusky, 0., $35.00 for carriage 

fund. 
Mr. Geo. Balch, Madison, 0., comb honey. 
Mrs. N. Shaw, North Madison, 0., Schruier Kaise. 
Mrs. Fowler, Unionville, 0., 1 red and 1 pink oleander. 
Mrs. Mary Tuttle, Geneva, 0., 1 hen. 
Mrs. Charles Haskell, Geneva, 0., 1 hen. 
Miss Mary M. Pratt, " Home," 4 library books. 
Mrs. Julia D. Lane, " Home," 2 library books. 
Mrs. Jane Henion, " Home," 4 library books. 
Mrs. Lue Stuart Wadsworth, Box of Christmas gifts for every 

member of the family. 

The following papers are received at the Home regularly and 
gratuitously from the publishers : — 

Madison Monitor, Madison, 0. 

Geneva Times, Geneva, 0. 

Geneva Free Press, Geneva, 0. 

Lake County Advertiser, Painesville, 0. 

PainesviUe Telegraph, Painesville, 0. 

Ashtabula Telegraph, Ashtabula, 0. 

Geauga Republican, Chardon, O. 

Geauga County Record, Chardon, 0. 

Geauga Leader, Burton, 0. 

Relief Corps Record, Urbana, O. 

St. Louis Truth, St. Louis, Mo. 

The Woman^s Column, Boston, Mass. 

The Boston Daily Globe, Boston, Mass. 

Salem Daily Gazette, Salem, Mass. 

Cottager and Ready Record, Athol and Baldwinsville, Mass. 
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Womankind, Springfield, O. 
The Herald and Presbyter, Cincinnati, 0. 
The Worcester West Chronicle, Athol, Mass. 
The Troy Chronicle, Troy, 0. 

Rooms Furnished since June 30, 1895. 

Boom 14. Ohio Cottage, by Brough W.R.C. No. 221, 
CoUinwood, 0. . . . . 

" 15. Ohio Cottage, by I. N. Leggett, W.K.C. No. 
^2, Montville, 



Valne of 
furnifihlngs 



$47 18 
34 41 



Additions made to Furnishings in Rooms since June 30, 1895. 

Henry Baxter W.R.C. No. 127, Jonesville, Mich. 
Custer W.R.C. No. 136, Conneaut, 0. ... 
Appomattox W.R.C. No. 33, Minneapolis, Minn. . 10 75 

Brand W.R.C. No. 202, Urbana, 5 00 

Rooms to he assigned. 
In Ohio Cottage, Nos. 7, 9, 10. 



Moneys for General Use. 

From donations by visitors to Benefit Box . 
Thanko:ffering from Mary M. Pratt 

« " " Martha A. King 

Sale of gasolene barrels .... 

" cow's hide 



pigs 



Hardin Co., Commissioners for burial of Eliza Brown 
Board from guests ...... 

Donations from Eliza Brown .... 

Jane Henion .... 

Sophia Heath .... 

Department of Illinois 

G.A.R. Post, Medina, 0. . 

W. R.C. No. 94, Lima, 0. . 

Amount carried forward 



Forwarded to 
National Treasurer. 

$9 76 
5 00 

10 00 
7 60 

3 00 

4 12 
35 00 

9 25 

5 16 
24 24 

1 40 

13 64 

10 50 

50 



f 139 17 
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Amount brought forward .... 




$139 17 


Donations from W.E.C. No. 42, Woodstock, 0. 




1 00 


a a ( 


' 282, Sherwood, 0. 




26 


U (( i 


^ 66, Columbus, 0. 




3 00 


it (( i 


' 29, Xenia, 0. . 




60 


U U i 


' 192, Chicago, 0. 




60 


U (6 ( 


^ 121, Dayton, 0. 




60 


Pensions, 1st quarter 


. «213 5C 




" 2d " 


257 22 




" 3d 


234 5C 




" 4th " 


. ' 246 OC 










<J.'>1 22 






* iJtJX *dM 




1,096 14 


Pensions and Income paid by Home Family, 


Mrs. Louisa H. Shute 


(veteran's mother) 




$96 00 


" Lydia C. Bearss 


n u 




48 00 


" Jane Henion 


H (( 




72 00 


" Betsey Strobridge 


ii i( 




15 00 


" Martha A. King 


(veteran's widow) 




48 00 


" Mary Vesey 


a a 




96 00 


" Rebecca T. Patten 


u « 




96 00 


" Agnes Dilworth 


H (( 




4 00 


" Berenice Armstrong " " 




72 00 


« Eliza A. Gregory 


i( i< 




41 00 


" Mary Steiger 


a a 




31 72 


« Julia Berth 


(veteran's wife) 




24 00 


" Ann Rodgers 


it u 




18 00 


*^ Ellen Finn 


a (6 




45 50 


Miss Mary Babcock 


(veteran's sister) . 




72 00 


Mr. Ezra A. Jewell 


(veteran) 




36 00 


Mrs. Margaret H. Beyer (army nurse) 




96 00 


" Eleanor C. Ransom 


a a 




40 00 




$951 22 


Refunded Mr. Jewell, for carpenter work (by Boj 


ird) 


12 00 



$939 22 
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IMPROVEMENTS BY VOTE OF BOARD AND ORDERED BY STATE. 

By decision of Board a cistern to contain nearly two hundred 
barrels, with two filters, was built in November. 

The drainage of the immense distant cesspool was perfected in 
December by use of tripod, valved barrel and horsepower, working 
satisfactorily since completion. 

A telephone was placed in the office in the autumn, which has 
been a great convenience and aid to the Home. 

A sound and reliable horse has been purchased to replace the 
aged Prince. 

We have had the services of another horse for its feed. 

A second excellent cow has been added. 

Two fire escapes have been placed upon the rear, right and 
left wings of the Ohio cottage. These were ordered by the State, 
with fire extinguishers, which will soon be provided. 

A plan for a large hennery has been selected and preparations 
made for building at once. 



ENTERTAINMENTS. 

The " Christmas Tree '' at the Home was a unique and memo- 
rable affair. The beauty of decoration, the pathetic tones of the 
carols sung by the family, the quality and quantity of the gifts, 
the smiles, tears, words of gratitude and benedictions showered 
upon the generous benefactors cannot be described. We could 
but say 

*♦ The happy Christmas comes once more, 
The heavenly Guest Is at the door. " 



During the visit of Department President Salena F. Spring- 
steen, Treasurer Mrs. Knau:ff and Secretary Mrs. Fuller, a grand 
reception was enjoyed, a supper provided by Burnham Corps for 
two hundred persons, nearly three hundred Post members, W.R.C. 
members. Ladies of the G.A.R. and citizens, participating in 
patriotic exercises. 
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A Martha Washington party with masic, flag drill, costumes, 
speeches and a collation was arranged for Febraarj 22, and many 
guests were present. 

A charade and musical program in March was prepared by the 
Home assistants, to which Mr. and Miss Kimball of Madison con- 
tributed choice numbers. 

A delightful concert was given by the Buttermore family, 
Miss Cook and friends, and Mr. Cheney's recitations were 
thoroughly appreciated. 

The Non-Partisan Temperance Society has held monthly meet- 
ings at the Home, and the W.C.T.U. has also arranged to meet with 
its members here. 

Burnham Corps 110 appointed a special meeting here, which 
was much enjoyed by the W.R.C. members in the Home. 

RELIGIOUS SBBVICBS. 

It has been difficult to secure from clergymen in charge of 
parishes, with many duties, frequent Sunday services. Six 
ministrations have been enjoyed from Rev. Dr. Domer, Methodist, 
Rev. Mr. Sanford, Baptist, Madison ; Rev. Mr. W. H. Morton, 
Congregational, Unionville ; Rev. Mr. Lord, Baptist, Rev. Mr. 
Belsey, Congregational, Geneva. 

Two communion services were held on week days, Rev. C. B. 
Mee of Geneva (Episcopal) and Dr. Dormer (Methodist) officiating. 

In May, Right Rev. Bishop Leonard of Ohio arranged weekly 
Episcopal services for the Home, by Rev. Mr. John Keene of 
Willoughby, which have brought a blessing to us all, and the 
Bishop has recently made a visitation, confirming three persons. 

Weekly prayer meetings were established in the autumn and 
are at present conducted by Mrs. Eleanor Ransom, a member of the 
family and a deaconess in the Methodist church. 

A Sunday school is also enjoyed, and song services have 
enlivened many a twilight hour. 

Numerous denominations are here represented, but all dwell 
together in unity and Christian harmony. 
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OBLIGATIONS. 

To the beloved National President, Lizabeth A. Turner, and 
National Secretary, Harriette L. Reed, to Chairman Annie Witten- 
myer. Secretary Pluma L. Cowles, Emma B. Lowd, Augusta A. 
Wales, Salena H. Springsteen, Abbie T. Danforth, Helen A. Brig- 
ham, Department President Massachusetts, Flora A. Smith and 
Helen Bennett, I am indebted for frequent words of encourage- 
ment amid countless responsibilities and anxieties. 

For the hundreds of cheering letters from the G.A.R. and 
W.R.C. I am grateful. These have been an aid in the effort to 
maintain serenity amid scenes of sickness and death, in hours when 
a sympathetic soul must suffer, in cares that are unavoidable in 
this position. 

For numberless courtesies extended by the Department of 
Ohio, through its President, Mrs. Springsteen, especially the 
privilege of attending the Convention at Columbus, of looking into 
the faces, and speaking for the Home, to the comrades of the 
Encampment, and to my co-workers of the W.R.C, my thanks 
are due. 

To the skilful and attentive physicians, Drs. Chas. and John 
Quayle, I desire to express my appreciation of many gracious words 
and deeds. 

Mrs. Lue Stuart Wadsworth of Boston has, during the year, 
by thou ghtfuln ess, generosity and untiring energy, provided for 
many Home needs and cheered the family circle in unnumbered 
ways. 

To the faithful and able assistants who have been devoted to 
the interests of this Institution and loyal to its Superintendent, I 
hereby express gratitude. 

To Comrade Ezra Jewell, for whose mechanical skill and ever 
constant helpfulness the Home is greatly indebted, my sincere 
thanks are due, and to Mr. Edw. Anderson, who has attended to 
the farming, management of stock, the care of furnaces, gasolene 
and many other lines of work, with industry and faithfulness, 
I can give but the highest commendation. 

I bring, in closing, as an offering to the noble Order of the 
Woman's Relief Corps, a unanimously voiced message of love and 
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gratitude, from this family of comrades, wives, widows, mothers, 
sisters and daughters of Union soldiers, and faithful army nurses. 

''Think not, the good, 
The gentle deeds of mercy thou hast done, 
Shall die forgotten all ; the poor, 
The fatherless, the friendless, and the widow, 
Who daily own the bounty of thy hand, 
Shall cry to heav*n, and pull a blessing on thee." 

Respectfully submitted, in F., C. and L., 

CLAEE HOYT BURLEIGH, 

Superintendent 
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Report of Physicians, National Woman's 
Relief Corps Home. 



Madison, Ohio, July 28, 1896. 

To Mrs. Annie Wittenmter, 

Chairman Board of Directors, W,R. C. National Home, 

Madam : As physicians to the National W.R.C. Home, we 
respectfully submit the following report : — 

Owing to the constantly increasing number of inmates in the 
Home, to the facts that a number of the new members ad- 
mitted during the last year were chronic invalids, and that all are 
advancing in years, the demands for our services have been much 
greater than in any previous year. And it is sure to be so more 
and more each year, for in reality the Home is only an immense 
hospital at the present time. 

We have had no epidemics or contagious diseases to contend 
with ; in fact, such a condition could hardly be possible at any 
time, considering the sweet, cleanly and wholesome condition of 
the entire surroundings. The sickness has been mostly of the 
nature to which advanced age is subjected; viz., chronic diseases, 
those brought about by the changes in the seasons, etc. 

In the work of the surgery, we removed a cancer of the breast 
for Mrs. Bradway last fall, with complete recovery and no signs of 
any return to the present time. About a month ago, Mrs. Stro- 
bridge fell, fracturing the forearm and spraining the wrist, but she 
is doing nicely now. 

The total number of deaths during the year was five ; viz. : — 

Mrs. Brown, aged eighty-six, died suddenly in an apoplectic 
fit. She was as comfortable as commonly before taken thus. 

Mrs. Rodgers, aged sixty-five, suffered from a stroke of 
paralysis and never regained consciousness. 
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Mrs. Henion, aged eighty, had been sick a few days with her 
common asthmatic attack, but was better and took her bath, and 
then was seized suddenly with paralysis of the heart and died; 
medical aid being of no avail. 

Miss Madison, aged sixty, was admitted during the year. 
She came to the Home in the second stage of locomotor ataxia, 
to which she succumbed in a few months. 

Mrs. Heath, aged seventy-one, was admitted during the year. 
She had been a chronic invalid for years and was sick when 
brought here. She suffered from an attack of general paralysis 
soon after she came, from which she partially recovered. This was 
followed by acute gastritis, and at this time, she had not the 
strength to survive 

Reviewing the within named deaths during the year, it will 
be seen that there were such conditions present that medical skill 
was of no avail. 

Considering the amount of sickness during the year, we feel 
justly proud of the results obtained, but we would not take the 
whole credit to ourselves ; a great share belongs to Mrs. Clare H. 
Burleigh, Superintendent of the Home, for her careful and extra 
faithful management, and devoted attention to the sick ; also to 
her efficient corps of nurses, for the faithful discharge of their 
duties. 

In closing we would say that we never witnessed a more 
happy, contented, and peaceful year among the inmates, than dur- 
ing the last one, all seeming to be in love and in perfect har- 
mony with their " Little Mother '^ (Mrs. Burleigh), and our best 
wishes are, that each year may be as perfect in every regard as the 

year just closed. 

Yours most respectfully, 

C. H QUATLE, M.D. 

John Quatle, M.D. 
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Report of Committee on National Council 
OF Women of the U.S. 



U.S. i 
196. j 



Office of Chairman, 
Committee on National Council of Women of the 

Canton, Ohio, Aug. 11, 1896. 
Harriette L. Reed, 

'National Secretary, 

Madam : Permit me to call your attention to the very complete 
and excellent report of the Secretary of the Committee on National 
Council of Women, Lue Stuart Wadsworth, who has given much time 
and labor to the work in hand. 

The recommendations made are the result of practical experience 
and deserve careful consideration of Convention. 

With grateful appreciation of courtesies of National ofHcers, the 
earnest co-operation of our patriotic associates in the several Depart- 
ments, and the invaluable services of the Secretary so promptly, 
efficiently and intelligently rendered, this report is respectfully submitted. 

KATE BROWNLEE SHERWOOD, 

Chairman Committee, 



U.S. (. 
196. ) 



Office of Secretary, 
Committee on National Council op Women of the 

Boston, Aug. 16, 1896. 
Kate B. Sherwood, 

Chairman National Council of Women Committee. 

Madam: As Secretary of the National Council of Women 
Committee of the Woman's Relief Corpsj I take pleasure in pre- 
senting the following report : — 

In view of the fact that the fund contained $163.71 at the 
beginning of the year, it was decided, after a consultation with the 
National President, that no personal solicitation should be made 
this year, but that Departments be invited to take up a voluntary 
contribution at their annual Conventions. 
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In consequence, I sent a letter to each of the Department 
Presidents (excepting that of Rhode Island, whose Convention 
was held before the adoption of the letter), of which the following 
is a copy : — 



Office of Sbcrbtaky of 
National Council of Wombn Committbb. 

Boston, 1896. 

Mrs. 



President, Department of - 



Dear Sister in F,, C. and L. : I desire to call your attention to the 
f nnd for defraying the expense of the Woman's Relief Corps in connection 
with its affiliation with the National Coancil of Women of the United 
States, through which we have largely extended a knowledge of our work 
of patriotic teaching, and, thus secured the coK>peration of hundreds of 
thousands of women in other National associations, not heretofore 
identified with our work. This fund, as yon know, is purely voluntary. 
On our rolls are many who have been prominent in National and Depart- 
ment work. During the past two years, contributions to this fund have 
been solicited mostly from individual members; but, as the fund is 
quite well established, the committee do not deem it advisable to per- 
sonally solicit this year, but in order that the fund may be kept up, they 
think it best to ask Department Presidents to have a collection taken at 
their Conventions. All contributors giving their names to the col- 
lector may have them enrolled In our reports; amounts will appear in 
the aggregate only. I trust we shall receive your co-operation in this 
work, and that a committee will be appointed to attend to the collection. 
Please forward money collected for this fund, through Department 
Treasurer to National Treasurer, and have Department Treasurer notify 
me of amount collected in order that your Department may be repre- 
sented in my report to National Convention. 

Yours in F., C. and L , 

LUE STUART WADSWORTH, 

Secretary National Council of Women Committee^ 
633 Tremont St., Boston. 

Approved : 

KATE B. SHERWOOD, 

Chairman, 
LIZABETH A. TURNER, 
National President. 
Harriette L. Reed, 

National Secretary, 
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In response to this letter, the following contrihutions have 
been reported from the several Departments : — 



Harriet J. Bodge, 
Charlotte E. Wright, 
Florence L. Hayden, 
Mary C. Mathews, 
Sarah A. Darrow, 
Clara E. Gallagher, 



Connecticut — $9.26. 

Ella F. Lewis, 
Fredericka M. Beach, 
Mary E. Griswold, 
MarietU A. Wright, 
Lillie M. Goodnow, 
•McGregor Corps No. 40. 



•$2.00 contributed by McGregor Corps, No. 40, sent Dept. Treasurer, Conn., but 
lost in mail to National Treasurer. 



Department Convention. 



Merrill Simmons Corps No. 80. 



Helen R. Griffith, 
Florence Griffith, 
Helen E. Longley, 
Elenor Gibson, 
Georgia McClellan, 
Nettie Chapin, 
Lottie M. Durant, 
F. E. Tilton, 
Sarah E. Blgelow, 
Elizabeth Geddes, 
Mary E. Sargeant, 
Alice McVey Conger, 
Isabella Fredrick,' 
C. E. Pickell, 
Laura A. Knapp, 
C. M. Peterson, 
Sarah Mead, 
Alice Perkino, 
Eliza Moore, 
Maria Lothrop, 
R. B. Condron, 
Mary S. McHeni y, 
Mary A. Murphy, 
*• Aunt Becky " Young, 
Clara E. Davis, 
Carrie C. Howard, 
Jennie C. Marrh, 
Emma Fitch, 
Edna Davis, 

Department Convention. 



M. Antoinette Millett. 



Department Convention. 



Idaho— $1.35. 
Illinois— $1.00. 

Iowa— $11.00. 

Althea A. Conable, 
Edith M. Appleton, 
Ida Van How, 
Anna Wykoflf, 
Ruth M. Evans, 
Alice L. Butt, 
Belle C. Hall, 
Elvira C. Hathaway, 
NeUie Eberhart, 
Emiletta Wooster, 
Mary C. White, 
Lizzie C. Baker, 
Sarah L. Hammel, 
Alice Tiffany, 
Lena Coleman, 
Etta Chamberlin, 
Mrs. Weeks, 
Mrs. Schultz, 
Mrs. R. M. Sample, 
Mrs. J. V. Allen, 
Mrs. L. Tennant, 
Mrs. C. L. Holcomb, 
Mrs. E. Longueville, 
Mrs. M. J. Phillips, 
Mrs. L. S. Hutchings, 
Miss Libbie Hartwell^ 
Miss Ella S. Johnson, 
Miss Dora Klise. 

Kbntuoky — $2.52. 



Mainb— $2.00 



M ABYLAND — $4.60. 
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W.R.C. No. 35, Hyde Park, 
Hannah Stoddard, Hyde Park, 
Carrie Le Favor, Boston, 
Sarah Johnson, Boston. 
Cynthia Barnes, Boston, 
Maggie P. Waterman , Boston, 
Lue Stuart Wadsworth, Boston, 
Martha R. Carey, Boston, 
Eliza M. Teele, Watortown, 
Carrie B. livermore, Watortown, 
Ellen T, Barney, Watortown, 
Adelia A. Adams, Eant Cambridge, 
Ellen M. Murray, Cambridgeport, 
Lizzie F. Gould, Cambridgeport, 
Etta A. Welch, Charlestown, 
Eilen M. GiU, Medford, 
Mrd. Barker, Medford, 
Emma B. Lowd, Salem, 
Eleanor B. Wheeler, South Boston, 



FreeloTe P. Kinney, Lowell, 
Mary E. Offutt, Lowell, 
A Dgosta A. Adams, East Douglas, 
Loretta M. Swett, East Dooglas, 
Elizabeth K. Munsell, Harwich, 
Mary B. Small, Harwich, 
Members W.R.C. No. 7, Brockton, 
Abby Small, Swampscott, 
Cynthia Hancock, Spencer, 
JoUa Hamilton, Athol, 
Hannah B Baker, Hanaon, 
Mary M. Perry, Springfield, 
Luella Meekins, Sherburne Falls, 
Emma A. Prickett, Pittofleld, 
Sarah A. Wbltoomb, West Acton, 
Car tline Coombs, Plainville, 
Sallie M. Johnson, Plainville, 
Lizzie N. Wade, Plainville. 



Department Convention. 
Department Conveniion. 
Department Convention. 
Department Convention. 
Department Convention. 



Montana — $9.25. 

Nebraska — $3.20. 

New Hampshire — $10.48. 

New Jersey— $1.^0. 

OHIO — $14.20. 



Oregon — $6.86. 
Mary Reeves, Lagrande, Fannie E. Lounsburg, Portland, 

Harriet HarriBon, Lagrande, Julia Lawton, Portland, 

Sumner Corps No. 21, Portland, Lincoln Garfield Corps, Portland. 



Department Convention. 



Potomac— $3.36. 





South Dakota — $5.80. 




Mrs. Munson, 


Corps 2 


Mrs. Crandal, Corps 7 


Mrs. Appleton, 


2 


Mrs. Shu felt. 


8 


Mrs. Williams, 


5 


Mrs. McMillan, 


9 


Mrs. Dfwey, 


6 


Mrs. Lukens, ' 


♦ 11 


Mrs. Mclntyre, 


6 


Mrs. Ros^ ' 


• 12 


Mrs. Carpenter, 


6 


Mrs. Bry8on, ' 


' 16 


Mrs. Crane, 


6 


Mrs. Stoto, * 


• 18 


Mrs. Bowen, 


6 


Mrs. Hare, 


• 18 


Mrs. Eldridge, 


5 


Mrs. McGlachlin, 


• 18 


Mrs. Drake, 


6 


Mrs. Moulton, ' 


' 19 


Mrs. Ne^on, 


7 


Mrs. Plckler, * 


• 19 


Mrs PofEord, 


'• 1» 


Mrs. Molt, 


' 41 


Mrs. Connor, 


•• 21 


Mrs. Peck, 


' 41 


Mrs. Cleveland, 


" 21 


Mrt«. McKeeui ' 


• 47 


Mrs. Gelves, 


" 23 


Mrs. Lewis, 


* 47 
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Mrs. Gropengieeer, 
Mrs. Abbott, 
Mrs. Fitch, 
Mrs. Stems, 



Department Conyention. 



Delia M. Needham, 
Mary A. Perry, 
Alice N. Coolidge, 
Corabel L. Coates, 
Amanda T. Newcomb, 
Mary Lyman, 
Lizzie Foster, 
Salome 6. Knight, 
Harriet A . Rice, 
Alice A. Henry, 
Alice C. Willoughby, 
Lucy A. Gibson, 



South "Dakota^ Continued. 
Corps 30 Mrs. Owens, 
" 38 Mrs. Howard, 
" 38 Mrs. Johnston, 
•< 38 Mrs. Fitzgerald, 

Tennessee — $2.76. 

Vebmont — 19.50. 

Mrs. Greenwood, 
Mrs. Kinsman, 
Mrs. Morris, 
Mrs. Woodbury, 
Mrs. Haven, 
Mrs. Coflfee, 
Mrs. Stewart, 
Mrs. Post, 
Mrs. Baker, 
Mrs. Ormsbee, 
Mrs. Shelly, 
Mrs. Bixby. 

Washington and Alaska— $4.00. 



Department Conyention. 



Department Conyention. 



Corps 47 
" 50 
" 60 
" 60 



Wisconsin — $14.44. 



Connecticut, 

Idaho, 

Hlinois, 

Iowa, 

Kentucky, 

Maine, 

Maryland, 

MassBchusetts, 

Montana, 

Nebraska, 



Summary. 




$9 25 


New Hampshire, 


$10 43 


1 35 


New Jersey, 


1 80 


1 00 


Ohio, 


14 20 


11 00 


Oregon, 


686 


2 52 


Potomac, 


3 36 


2 00 


South Dakota, 


680 


4 60 


Tennessee, 


2 76 


16 30 


Vermont, 


960 


9 25 


Washington and Alaska, 


400 


3 20 


Wisconsin, 


14 44 



Total amount reported from Feb. 1, 1896, to Aug. 16, 1896 $132 69 

Less contribution Dept. Connecticut lost in mail 2 00 

130 59 

Amount reported (by National Treasurer) In fund 168 81 

Total $298 90 

Amount expended (see National Treasurer's report) 26 60 

Balance Aug. 16, 1896 $273 40 



RECOMMENDATIONS. 



By the above reports it will be seen that much interest in this 
movement is manifested by the members of our Order ; but in my 
' opinion the fourteenth decision of the Thirteenth National Con- 
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vention in regard to contributions has proved a hindrance to the 
work of this committee^ inasmuch as in a number of cases indi- 
vidual contributions have been sent by members direct to the 
committee, which, in accordance with this decision, they have been 
obliged to return to the sender, with instructions to forward the 
same to the National Treasurer, through their Department 
Treasurer. 

In view of this fact, I recommend that the following be added 
to Article 19, Chapter V., Eules and Regulations : " In cases where 
National committees are appointed to solicit funds, they may 
receive and forward the same to the National Treasurer through 
the respective Department Treasurers, thus giving Departments 
credit for all money collected." 

I also recommend, that " hereafter only the names of Depart- 
ments, with the amounts given, be printed in the Journal." I 
make this recommendation for the reason that but a small portion 
of the Departments report the names, and thus the list is a very 
imperfect one. 

In closing, I also thank you for the honor conferred upon me 
by appointing me to the position of secretary of this committee, 
and if my services have given satisfaction, I shall feel amply repaid 
for all my labor. 

I extend my sincere thanks to the several Departments for 
their ready responses to my letters. My position has been one of 
work as well as of pleasure ; but my labor has been lightened from 
the fact that the interest shown in this work proves that the mem- 
bers of our Order still appreciate the benefits we may derive in 
being an ally of this grand body, the National Council of Women. 

Respectfully submitted, in F., C. and L., 

LUE STUART WADSWORTH, 

Secretary of Committee. 
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Report of Committee on Patriotic Teaching. 



Westfield, Ind., Aug. 7, 1896. 
Harriette L. Eeed, 

National Secretary, W.R, (7. 

Madam : I hereby submit the Annual Report of the Com- 
mittee on Patriotic Teachinej, 

On April 10, 1896, a circular letter, which follows this report, 
was issued to Departments and Corps. 

In response to this circular a number of committees forwarded 
reports of the work done in their Departments so far as they 
were able to obtain the facts, but from each committee comes this 
complaint : " Our report is incomplete, for the reason that local 
committees fail to secure and forward the necessary information 
concerning the work done by the Corps in this Department." 

To overcome this difficulty your committee would recommend 
that each Department committee, by the aid and advice of the 
Department President, assign each Corps specific territory in which 
to work, and that it be so arranged, that the work of the Corps 
and of the Department committee shall cover all the territory in 
the Department ; and that it shall be the duty of local and Depart- 
ment committees to ^asit every school in their respective territory, 
and present the subject of patriotic teaching. 

We further recommend that Departments furnish local com- 
mittees with school visiting blanks to be filled out and returned 
to chairman of Department committee, who shall make a duplicate 
copy to be sent to the superintendent of the county or city in 
which the school is looted. 

It is only by some such systematic method that a true knowl- 
edge of the work accomplished can be obtained. 

The Department of Michigan has an admirable plan to which 
we would call attention. 
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The school visiting blanks prepared by this Department 
committee contain questions concerning the patriotic work as well 
as many others which are calculated to raise the standard of the 
public school work. 

We recommend that all committees on patriotic teaching, 
Department arid Corps, take espedial pains to inquire into and 
report upon the school histories in use, the songs sung, and the 
recitations given in our schools, in order that everything intro- 
duced of a national character shall be such as shall maintain the 
integrity of our institutions and the honor of the flag and its 
defenders. 

The growth of patriotic sentiment is unmistakable. The 
reports received, although incomplete, show that a substantial gain 
has been made in teaching true patriotism, and that an impetus 
has been given the work which will send it ever onward. 

Captain Wallace Foster, sponsor for the American flag, 
assures us that the wcrk of introducing the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence chart and " Patriotic Primer for Little Citizens/' is 
steadily increasing. 

The Declaration of Independence chart had a good demand 
from nearly every State during the school months. Many were 
ordered by superintendents and teachers, while many Corps, in 
compliance with former recommendations, presented same to 
schools. 

The Patriotic Primer has passed its second edition and has 
been improved by eliminating all unimportant matter. It has 
been introduced into every State in the Union, with sales still 
increasing. 

Many Departments order both chart and primer in large 
numbers, and issue them as supplies, thus saving the percentage 
to the Departments. 

The primer is being used and recommended by some of the 
most noted educators and professional men and women in the 
country, upon its merit as a means of teaching American citi- 
zenship. 

A number of State institutions recommend its use as a text- 
book. Among the most enthusiastic of these are the Indiana 
"Reform School for Boys," and the Kansas '^ State Soldiers' 
Orphans' Home." 
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The States most prominent in favoring the primer are 
Massachusetts, New York, California, Iowa, Michigan, Wisconsin, 
Indiana, Pennsylvania and Vermont. 

Almost every Department committee has issued circular 
letters urging renewed effort along patriotic lines, and giving 
instructions as to methods of procedure. 

Believing that the school children would more highly prize 
their flags if they felt an ownership in them, your committee 
would recommend that they he encouraged to purchase them with 
their own earnings or savings, and that certificates of stock be 
issued to each child contributing as an evidence of his proprietor- 
ship. We believe this method will create a corresponding 
interest in the flag and its preservation, and will not only relieve 
States of a vast expense, but will teach the children valuable 
lessons in patriotism and economy. 

Your committee would again recommend that Corps arrange 
for holding a series of patriotic contests, and furnish prizes to be 
given the successful contestants. 

We recommend that Departments and Corps take action 
looking to the better observance of Memorial Day. It is with 
deep concern that we would call attention to the growing disposi- 
tion to turn this sacred day into a day for athletic contests. We 
therefore recommend that each Department take steps to secure 
legislation prohibiting such sports on Memorial Day. 

From an officer of the American Humane Education Society 
comes an appeal to the Woman's Relief Corps to embody in their 
work of teaching good citizenship that of teaching tenderness and 
consideration for dumb and helpless animals, and to especially dis- 
courage the practice of vivisection in the public schools, where, 
in the name of science, tender young hearts are hardened by wit- 
nessing this cruel practice. 

The following resolution is thereby offered: — 

Whereas, The bravest are always the tenderest, and the spirit of 
humanity underlies the deepest patriotism ; 

Besolvedy That we approve of the work of the American Humane 
Education Society and similar associations, inculcating greater care of 
the brute creation, as expressed through bands of mercy and other 
organizations of American youth, and recommend that our Committees 
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on Patriotic Teaching shall consider this a very important part of their 
work of promoting good citizenship. We reaffirm the hope, coming 
to the Woman's Relief Corps from an officer of the American Humane 
Education Society, that with the American flag, which is to receive 
honor In every schoolhouse, may be upheld likewise the banner of Mercy ^ 
Jttstice and Compassion, not less floble, not less needed, which, putting 
cruelty to shame, shall inspire in the lives of the rising generation gentle 
thoughts and just and loving deeds. 

We would again acknowledge the generous assistance of the 
American Flag Manufacturing Company in our efforts to pro- 
mulgate the principles of patriotism. Their services have been 
invaluable. 

We would recommend Our Country, as a means of education 
in American citizenship, and the Acme Haversack, as a valuable 
source from which to procure patriotic songs and music. 
Respectfully submitted, 

Julia S. Conklin, 
Kate B. Sherwood, 
Sue a. Pike Sanders, 
Ellen Putnam, 
Isabel Worrell Ball, 

Committee, 



CIRCULAR LETTER. 

Office of Chairman Committee on Patriotic Teaching, ) 
Westfield, Ind , April 10, 1896. / 
To Department Presidents and Committees^ W.R.C. 

The National Committee on Patriotic Teaching would congratulate 
the Departments upon work already accomplished towards placing the 
flags In the schoolhouses of the country, and on introducing instruction 
in the elementary principles of American citizenship. Much has been 
done ; much remains to be done. Rome was not built in a single day ; 
Character is not formed in a single hour Patriotism cannot be taught 
In a single season. Only by continued eflbrt can we accomplish the good 
that lies within our power. Strong forces are at work to aid us. Other 
organizations have taken up this line of work and should receive our 
approval and co-operation. 

We should exalt our country's flag in every possible manner. The 
salute to the flag, which is an introductory step in patriotic teaching, 
has been well received, but there are innumerable schools into which it 
has not been introduced. While the American flag floats over thousands 
of schoolhouses, there are thousands more that await its introduction. 
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See to it, too, that when flags become tattered and weather-stained, 
that they are replaced by new ones. Let the children have no cause to 
be ashamed of their flag. Insist that teachers and children take care of 
flags presented them. Let them never become common in their estima- 
tion. The salute of the flag may, owing to the crowded conditions of 
school work, fall into disuse. Urge 'its continuance and provide addi- 
tional means for teaching lessons of patriotism. 

The intention of this circular is to furnish as much information as 
possible as to what has been done and what may be done in the line of 
patriotic teaching. The committees of one administration should con- 
tinue the work until their successors have been appointed. The first 
duty of a Department committee should be to communicate with Corps 
committees on patriotic teaching, and instruct them in their jduties. 
The Department committee should take the initiative in inaugurating 
State legislation, to place flags over the schoolhouses, and to secure the 
co-operation of State boards of education and county boards, as well 
as the school authorities of towns and villages. 

The raising of flags over schoolhouses and the introduction of the 
flag salute into schools is the introductory step in patriotic teaching. 
Copies of the Flag Ritual can be secured from The American Flag Co., 
Easton, Pa., singly, by sending a two cent stamp for postage, in bulk, 
by paying cost of transportation. 

The second step should be to introduce a Declaration of Inde- 
pendence chart into each schoolroom, with a copy of the Pattiotic Primer 
for the teacher. Corps should be urged to do this. Address Captain 
Wallace Foster, 1040 Capital Ave., Indianapolis, Ind., for full informa- 
tion. This is a part of the Balch system which National Convention has 
voted to promulgate. 

A public meeting should be arranged when presentations are made, 
and the school children given a part in the exercises arranged. Every 
presentation should be coupled with the explanation that the Declaration 
of Independence chart is to be hung in the schoolroom, and the Patriotic 
Primer held by the teacher, both to be used as aids in patriotic teaching. 
The sanction of school boards and superintendents should be secured to 
make the teacher's work effective. 

The observance of National holidays with appropriate exercises 
should be inaugurated by Corps in co-operation with the schools when- 
ever possible. Patriotic contests in schools should be encouraged, and 
small flags or badges presented the winners. 

Patriotic entertainments in connection with the societies for the 
promotion of patriotism, such as the Sons of Veterans, the Ladies* Aid 
Society, Daughters of Veterans, the Loyal Home Workers, and similar 
associations, will do much towards awakening greater interest in the 
flag and the cause of good citizenship. 
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Corps sbould see to it that school children should be given a place 
in Memorial Day exercises. They should provide at least a portion of 
the music and march in the parade whenever practicable. They may 
form along the line of march and sing as the veterans pass. 

Attention is called to the recommendation adopted by the Thirteenth 
National Convention, that **Our Country," issued by the Patriotic League, 
230 W. 13th St., New York City, may suitably be read by Corps under 
*^ Good of the Order." ** The Young Citizens* Catechism," issued by the 
Patriotic League, will be found invaluable as an exercise for the older 
grades of school children. 

The Committee on Patriotic Teaching request Department Commit- 
tees to collect from Corps the following data, and report at the close of 
the present quarter to the National Chairman. 

1. In how many places is the Flag Salute used? In how many 
schools? How many children in each school? 

2. Is there a law in your State requiring schools to display the 
flag? Over how many schools has the Woman's Relief Corps placed 
the flag? How many schoolrooms in all? How many children in the 
schools? 

3. What has your Department done for flag legislation ? What has 
it done to secure the co-operation of school authorities? 

4. In how many schools has the Declaration of Independence chart 
been placed? In how many instruction in citizenship? How many 
observe National holidays? How many Memorial Day? 

5. How many Corps give the Flag Salute? How many have 
patriotic meetings for the Good of the Order? 

Department committees are requested to communicate at once with 
the Corps of their Department in order to secure the statistics requested, 
and may all keep the fires of patriotism burning brightly in their own 
hearts, that they may readily transmit it to others. 

Fraternally, 

Julia S. Conklin, 
Kate Brownlek Sherwood, 
Sub a. Pike Sanders, 
Ellen M. Putnam, 
Isabel Worrell Ball, 
Approved : Committee. 

LiZABETH A. Turner, 

National President, 
Harriette L. Reed, 

National Secretary, 
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RESOLUTIONS. 

Fresbnted for Consideration of the Fourteenth National 

Convention. 



Presented by Department of California and Nevada. 
Resolution No. 1. 

That Sect. 1, Art. VII., Chap. II., be amended by adding the words 
** in writing'* after the words "previously notified." 

Resolution No. 2. 

That Sect. 5, Art. VII., Chap. II., be amended by adding the words 
** and each member in good standing previously notified in writing," after 
the words, '* previous meeting." 

RESOLUTIOlf No. 3. 

That the question in fine print in Ritual on page 9, which occurs 
after the reading of the Treasurer's Report, be eliminated, viz.: *'Are 
there any corrections to Treasurer's Report? " 

Resolution No. 4. 

That instruction in new Ritual on page 30 regarding Assistant Guard 
leaving the room, be given after the President has announced the result 
of the ballot. 

Resolution No. 5. 

Whereas, The making of presents by Corps to their retiring Presi- 
dents, and also to their members in acknowledgment of favors received 
at their hands, also using their funds to make displays in public proces- 
sions. Is not advisable ; be It therefore 

Resolved, That It Is the sense of the Fourteenth National Convention 
that such use of the Corps Funds Is not In conformity with the Rules and 
Regulations of the Woman's Relief Corps, and that said resolution be 
published In the National Journal as the decision of this Convention. 
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Eesolution No. 6. 

Whereas, Cbanges have been made In the work of the Rltaal, and 
the fact announced in (General Orders only ; therefore 

Resolved, That whenever changes are made in the Ritual, such 
changes shall be printed upon gummed slips, in width to correspond to 
the size of the Ritual, and issued by the National Treasurer in sufficient 
quantities to each Department to be pasted in every Ritual. 

Eesolution No. 7. 

Whereas, The Ritual has been revised to allow the Assistant Guard 
to remain in the Corps room during the reading of the report of the Sec- 
retary, and also to ballot ; therefore 

Besolvedy That the Ritual be so revised that the Assistant Guard do 
not retire to the ante-room until the result of the ballot is announced. 

Presented by Department of Colorado and Wyoming. 
Resolution No. 8. 

That the action of the Thirteenth National Convention restoring all 
past honors to members reinstated after being dropped for non-payment 
of dues, be rescinded. 

Resolution No. 9. 

That the words ** may by a vote oi the Corps " be stricken out and 
** shall " inserted in Sect. 2, Art. IV., Chap. V. 

Resolution No. 10. 

That a member holding an unexpired transfer card be admitted to 
all meetings of this Order upon presentation of said card. 

Presented by Department of Kansas. 

Resolution No. 11. 

Whereas, It is a part of the Relief Corps* obligation to emulate the 
deeds of our army nurses, who rendered loving service to our country 
in her hour of peril, and to perpetuate the memory of our heroic dead ; 
and 

Whereas, These self-sacrificing women are fast passing from labor 
to reward, some whose graves are unmarked save by a rude board soon 
to be rotted down ; therefore be it 

Besolvedy That this Fourteenth National Convention create a fund, 
by raising the tax one cent per member to be paid quarterly, beginning 



Digitized by 



Google 



192 FOURTEENTH NATIONAL CONVENTION OF 

with the year 1897, the same to be known as the National W.R.C. 
Monument Fund for Army Nurses, and from which a certain fixed 
amount shall be appropriated toward placing a suitable monument to the 
unmarked graves of army nurses, upon being properly reported to 
National Headquarters; and be it further requested that the National 
Chaplain furnish a list to National Secretary, of army nurses dead and 
living, to be printed in the Fourteenth National Convention Journal. 

Resolution No. 12. 

This Twelfth Department Convention petitions the National Con- 
vention to name a sum which shall be paid by those in arrears when 
their Corps is disbanded, to be entitled to a Department transfer card. 

Presented by Department of Illinois. 
Resolution No. 13. 

That the National Convention reconsider their action and that 
Corps as well as Departments report semi-annually instead of quarterly. 

Resolution No. 14. 

That the National Convention be requested to prepare smaller 
books for smaller Corps, thus lessening expense of organizing. 

Resolution No. 15. 

Whereas, Realizing the fact that the relations of the Grand Army 
of the Republic and Woman's Relief Corps cannot be too closely con- 
nected ; therefore, be it 

Besolved, That it is the sense of the Department Convention of the 
State of Illinois that all G A:R. men should be honorary members of our 
Order, and we respectfully ask the. National body to take action looking 
to that consummation. 

Presented by Department of Massachusetts. 
Resolution No. 16. 

Whereas, The Rules and Regulations in Sects. 6 and 6, Art. II., of 
Chap. IV., specify the membership of the National Convention ; and 

Whereas, A delegate and altemate-at-large are elected In addition 
to and apart /row the delegates pro rata; 

Besolved, That the alternate-at-large shall only be entitled to a seat 
in National Convention, in the absence of the delegate-at-large. 

Should a vacancy occur in both places, the same to be filled as pro- 
vided in Sect. 2, Art. V., Chap. HI. 
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Resolution No. 17. 

Whereas, Believing it to be for the best interests of a Corps that 
its work be done in as concise and systematic a manner as possible; 

Hesolved^ That a Corps Treasurer's Report Blank be printed and 
Issued with other Corps supplies, the form of said blank to be as per 
sample herewith submitted. 

Presented by Department of Montana. 

Resolution No. 18. 

Whereas, The comrades of the Grand Army of the Republic are 
advancing in years, and will naturally pass away, evidently in a few 
years more their ranks will be broken, and in many places they find it 
hard to economize so that they will be enabled to hold their meetings ; 
and 

Whereas, We, the Woman's Relief Corps, their loyal auxiliary, 
desiring to do and at all times work for their interest ; now be it 

Besolved, That all soldiers be made honorary members of the 
Woman's Relief Corps j be it further 

Resolved, That the delegates to the National Convention be in- 
structed to present these resolutions to the Fourteenth National Conven- 
tion and use every influence to have the same passed by that body. 

Presented by Department of Ohio. 

Resolution No 19. 

That Sect. 3, Art. VII., Chap. II., Rules and Regulations, be 
changed to read *' that any present or past officer in good standing be 
permitted to install officers-elect without a detail from Department 
President." 

Presented by Department of Vermont. 

Resolution No. 20. 

Whereas, We believe a closer fellowship with the Grand Army of 
the Republic would be for their interest and of its auxiliary — the 
Woman's Relief Corps ; 

Besolved, That we open the doors of our Corps rooms to the mem- 
bers of ' the Grand Army of the Republic, and admit them at any and all 
times to our meetings. 

Resolved, That this shall not permit them to take any part in the 
business proceedings. 
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Presented by Department of Washington and Alaska. 

Eesolution No. 21. 

That this Convention request our National Convention to rescind 
the action taken by National Convention, which deprives a member 
honorably discharged from retaining honors won in past work, if she 
becomes again a member of our Order, while one who loses her member- 
ship by non-payment of dues receives again all honors on being rein- 
stated. We believe this places a premium on dishonorable rather than 
honorable loss of membership. 

Eesolution No. 22. 

That our Convention request National President not to make any 
National appointments in the Department without consulting Department 
President, and only on her recommendation. 

Presented by Mrs. Emma B. Lowd, Past Department Presi- 
dent of Massachusetts. * 
Resolution No. 23. 

That Sect. 11, Art. VIII., Chap. II., of Rules and Regulations, shall 
be amended by the insertion of the words, "and aflSx their signatures 
thereto, if approved," after the word ** quarterly." 
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Proceedings of Convention. 

(Continued fbom Page 34.) 



National Senior Vice-President: Having beard the very 
interesting and practical address of our National President, what 
is your pleasure ? 

Moved by Mrs. Wittenmyer of Pennsylvania, That the 
address be referred to Committee on President's Address. Sec- 
onded by Mrs. Sherwood of Ohio. [Carried.] 

National President resumed the chair and announced the 
following committees: — 

ON OFFICERS' HE PORTS. 

J^ational President's Address: 

Emma B. Lowd, Massacbnsetts, Chairman, 
Ella L. C. Dwinell, Colorado. 
Catherine E. Atkinson, California. 
Margaret J. Harris. Pennsylvania. 
Amitys P. Manchester, Montana. 

National Senior Vice- President's Report: 

Rosalie B. Condon, Nebraska, Chairman, 
Mary M. Morse, New Jersey. 
Annie W. Johnson, Potomac. 
Alida Rule, Tennessee. 
Rachael W. Toomey, Texas. 

National Junior Vice-President's Report: 

A. Louise Putnam, Vermont, Chairman. 
Maria E. Leeds, West Virginia. 
Kate Vallandigham, North Dakota. 
Sarah M. McCown, Oregon. 
Adelia Hale Connor, South Dakota. 
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National Secretary's Report: 

Jennie Bross, Illinois, Chairman. 
Emma F. Cressinger, Ohio. 
Annie P. Cleary. New York. 
Elizabeth Skeel, Wisconsin. 
Florence W. Griffith, Iowa. 

National Treasurer* 8 Report: 

Li/.zie M. Arnold, Connecticut, Chairman, 
Emeline M. Chaffee, New York. 
Belle Ross Ludwig, Kentucky. 
Nettie Ransford, Indiana. 
Kate Johnson, Maryland. 



National Chaplain* s Report: 



Laura S. Dodge, Colorado, Chairman 
S. Agnes Parker, Massachusetts. 
Clara A. Davis, Iowa. 
Nellie M. Carleton, Missouri. 
Sarah E. Adair, Oregon. 

National Inspector's Report: 

Sarah D. Winans, Ohio, Chairman. 
Mary E. Leavens, Minnesota. 
Sophia E. Dodge, New Hampshire. 
Mary G. Deane, Massachusetts. 
Allaseba M. Bliss, Michigan. 

National Counselor's Report: 

Caroline H. Bell, Wisconsin, Chairman, 

Sarah E. Fulton, New York. 

Olive M. Laux, Oklahoma. 

Julia A. Chase, Kansas. 

Amitys P. Manchester, Montana. 

National Instituting and Installing Officer's Report: 

May S. Knaggs, Michigan, Chairman. 

Eliza J. Crisler, Indiana. 

Belle J. Palmer, Maine. 

Julia G. Sine, Illinois. 

Augusta B. Hammond, Connecticut. 
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ON NATIONAL W.B.C, HOME REPOBTS. 

Charlotte J. Cumings, Pennsylvania, Chairman, 

Alice W. Fuller, Ohio. 

Kate K. Collins, Michigan. 

Rhoda A. Hoit, Washington and Alaska. 

Susan Gwilt, Oregon. 

ON PATRIOTIC TEACHING REPORT. 

Florence H. Gates, Vermont, Chairman, 
Lucinda A. Scott, Missouri. 
Emma J. Southwick, New Jersey. 
Manda J. Halsted, Michigan. 
Marie Hasenwinkle, Minnesota. 

ON NATIONAL COUNCIL OF WOMEN REPORT, 

Mary A. Sims, Indiana, Chairman, 
Carrie M. Cleveland, South Dakota. 
Cordelia A. Blakeman, Connecticut. 
Janle M. S. Case, Tennessee. 
Florence E. Payne, New York. 

ON APPEALS. 

Emma Stark Hampton, Michigan, Chairman, 
Emily L. Clark, Massachusetts. 
M. Antoinette Mlllett, Maine. 
Mary E. McCauley, Illinois. 
Susan Gwilt, Oregon. 

ON RESOLUTIONS, 

^ Annie Wlttenrayer, Pennsylvania, Chairman, 
Marian Salisbury, Minnesota. 
Mary D. Travis, Indiana. 
Rosa C. Harper, Kentucky. 
Anna O. Carroll, Ohio. 

ON COURTESIES, 

Kate B. Sherwood, Ohio, Chairman, 
Louise B. Bobbins, Michigan. 
Louisa M. Smith, California. 
Sarah E. Pickering, Idaho. 
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ON GREETINGS TO THE G.A.B. ENCAMPMENT, 

Emma R. Wallace, Illinois, Chairman. 
'* Aunt Becky " Young, Iowa. 
Agnes Hitt, Indiana. 

ON RECEPTION OF VI SHOES TO NATIONAL CONVENTION 
The following Past National Presidents : 

E. Florence Barker, Massachusetts. 
Kate B. Sherwood, Ohio. 
Sarah E. Fuller, Massachusetts. 
Elizabeth D'Arcy Kinne, California. 
Emma Stark Hampton, Michigan. 
Charity Rusk Craig, Wisconsin. 
Annie Wittenmyer, Pennsylvania. 
Mary Sears McHenry, Iowa. 
Sue A. Pike Sanders, Illinois. 
Margaret Ray Wickins, Kansas. 
Sarah C. Mink, New York. 
Emma R. Wallace, Illinois. 

The following committees were appointed by order of the 
Thirteenth National Convention for special work during the 
year : — 

ON CONSOLIDATING ORGANIZATIONS OF WOMEN. 

Emma R. Wallace, Illinois, Chairman, 
Charity Rusk Craig, Wisconsin. 
Emma Stark Hampton, Michigan. 
E. Florence Barker, Massachusetts. 
Sarah C. Mink, New York. 

on'^patriotic teaching. 

Julia S. Conklin, Indiana, Chairman, 
Kate B. Sherwood, Ohio. 
Sue A. Pike Sanders, Illinois. 
Ellen M. Putnam, New York. 
Isabel Worrell Ball, Potomac. 

ON andersonville prison property. 

Annie Wittenmyer, Pennsylvania, Chairman. 
Mary Lyle Reynolds, Kentucky. 
Josephine B. Lew Is, Louisiana. 
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ON 8EBVICE FOB UNKNOWN DEAD, 

Sarah M. E. Battells, Ohio, Chairman, 
Sarah E. Fuller, Massachasetts. 
Harriet J. Bodge, Connecticut. 

ON FORMULATING PLANS FOB INSPECTIONS AND 
DISTRICT CONVENTIONS. 

Augusta A. Wales, Massachusetts, Chairman, 

Agnes Hitt, Indiana. 

Ida M Montgomery, New Hampshire. 

ON TESTIMONIAL TO MBS. EMMA B, WALLACE. 

Jennie Bross, Illinois, Chairman, 
Margaret Ray Wickins, Kansas. 
Armilla A. Cheney, Michigan. 



National President: Mrs. Luberger, Chief Conductor, 
with her assistants, will now distribute officers* reports to the 
Convention, also the delegates' official ribbon badge to the chair- 
man of each delegation. They will also distribute the souvenir 
badges presented by the Citizens* Committee of St. Paul, together 
with the medal badge of National President presented by Com- 
rade Davison of Philadelphia. 

Only enough of the metal badges have been prepared for the 
delegates present, therefore ladies, bear in mind there will be 
none for you to take home to absent delegates. There are 
enough of the official ribbon badges given you for all members 
from your Departments entitled to a vote in this Convention. 

The Chief Guard announced a delegation from the Ladies'* 
Citizens' Committee of St. Paul in waiting. 

National President : Ladies, you will receive this committee 
courteously and give them your closest attention. 

The ladies were escorted to the platform by Mrs. Hasenwinkle, 
Department President Woman's Relief Corps of Minnesota. 

National President: Mrs. R. M. Newport, Chairman Ladies' I 
Citizens' Committee, and Mrs. Johnson, I can assure you we are 
glad to have the honor of receiving you at our Convention this 
morning and telling you that we all realize how much of your 
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time early and late must have been given to make this Encamp- 
ment of the Grand Army of the Republic, and the different con- 
ventions of women working in their interests, such a grand success. 
We, who have been through your beautiful streets and avenues 
and have looked with admiration on the unique decorations, 
are aware how much time you have given for our pleasure and 
comfort. Everything has been done that was possible for you 
to do. You have kept open house, and we have had only cordial 
hand-shakes and " God bless you's," sincerely given us since our 
arrival in St. Paul. Convention, salute. 

Mrs. Newport : Ladies of the Fourteenth National Conven- 
tion of the Woman's Relief Corps, I can hardly express to you 
the pleasure that I feel in standing before you. I want to say 
that we extend to you a most cordial welcome, and when I 
say that, I wish that every member of my committee, numbering 
twelve hundred, was here to extend this same welcome to you, 
much of which is due to Mrs. Hasenwinkle, Department Presi- 
dent from Minnesota of the Woman's Relief Corps. I assure 
you each, I respect you and I honor you. I want to bid you wel- 
come, not only to our city but to our homes and to our hearts. 

I want to ask two things of you here this morning. One 
is, if I may come among you and be one of your members. 
Another is, to ask you, Mrs. President, if you will at my hands 
accept a gavel. This gavel was sent to me from the city of Phila- 
delphia. It is made from a piece of an elm tree that stands in 
Independence Square and was planted by my great-grandfather, 
and its branches brushed against the balcony on which stood 
George Washington when he delivered his second inaugural 
address. I used it at my first meeting after I received it in my 
ladies' committee. It seemed to me a living thing worthy to 
hallow and reverence. It has come so late that it has not been 
inscribed, but I want to present it to your President and she will 
return it to me that I may have the name placed upon it. 
I National President: Mrs. Newport, in the name of the 

Woman's Relief Corps I thank you for your cheery words of wel- 
come and kind wishes, and assure you we shall consider ourselves 
honored when you are counted as one of the members of our 
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Order. I want to persoDally thank you for this historic gavel, 
and assure yon that it shall be wielded only in the cause of right 
and justice and to call our meetings to order where we work for 
the interests of the men who dared all that their country might 
stand united. To me it will be one more link in the chain of 
pleasant memories to bind me to St. Paul. 

Mrs. Johnson, in a few well chosen remarks, added another 
ray of sunshine to the cordial welcome already received. 

Mrs. Hasenwinkle was then introduced, but declined making 
any remarks, as the Convention would be likely to hear from her 
many times before its sessions were ended. 

The visitors were then presented with ribbon badges and 
escorted from the hall, the pianist playing the ** Star Spaugled 
Banner." 

The Guard announced that a delegation from the Daughters 
of Veterans was in waiting to extend their greetings to us. Miss 
Cora B. Pike of Massachusetts and Miss Minnie Trescott of Ohio 
were then escorted to the platform. 

National President: Ladies of the Convention, I have the 
honor to present to you Miss Cora B. Pike of Massachusetts, and 
Miss Trescott of Ohio, who have called to pay their compliments 
to this Convention. We are glad to meet you and welcome you 
to our Convention as an orgeinization that is working in the in- 
terests of the Grand Army of the Republic, the same as we are. 
Go on in the good work that you have begun, never falter in a 
step that will in any way enhance the pleasure or comfort of the 
men who thought that their lives were cheap if they could give 
them to their country, and as you go on in this work let us always 
be loyal to the organization which you and I stand pledged to 
support through life. Convention, salute. 

Miss Cora B. Pike : I am instructed by the National organi- 
zation of Daughters of Veterans to bring greetings to you and the 
members of this Convention at this time, also to offer you hearty 
co-operation in the grand work we are both hoping to accomplish. 

Miss Trescott : I am instructed by the Daughters of Veterans 
to offer our greetings to your President and to wish her a very 
harmonious^ meeting in St. Paul. 
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The ladies were then escorted from the hall, the pianist play- 
ing "America." 

National President: The Thirteenth National Convention 
instructed me to gain what information 1 could in regard to the 
Andersonville Prison property. As I told you in my address, I 
visited the property, and after my return home wrote the fol- 
lowing letter to Past Department Commander Albert E. Sholes 
of Georgia, to be presented to their Department Encampment 
which was to be held in a few weeks. 



Headquarters Woman's Relief Corps,] 
Auxiliary to the G.A.R. }■ 
Boston, Mass., March 21, 1896. J 
Albert E. Sholes, 

Past Commander^ Department of Georgia, G.A.R. 
Dear Comrade : At our last National Convention it was voted to see 
what could be done about improving the Andersonville Prison property, 
provided the Department of Georgia, G.A.R. , wished to place the 
property in the hands of the National Woman's Relief Corps for improve- 
ment and care. 

While in Georgia, a few weeks since, I visited Andersonville — the 
place where more loyal men gave up life for a principle than on any 
battlefield during the war. It should be held sacred in the name of 
loyalty and liberty. 

I find, on looking it over, it will take a large sum of money to put 
it in what I should call a good condition. The roads are washed out, 
and culverts, as well as bridges, should be built. There should also be 
a house on the property, where pilgrims, visiting the shrine of their 
sufferings, could find accommodations for a night at least. 

I have no authority to say what the Woman's Relief Corps would 
do in the matter, but will yon present the matter to the G.A.R. Encamp- 
ment of Georgia and see what they will do, and that will give me some- 
thing tangible to present to our National Convention in St. Paul. 
I am yours, in F., C. and L., 

LIZABETH A. TURNER, 

National President WBC. 

The Department Encampment of Georgia took the following 
action : — 

In consideration of the foregoing communication, your committee 
recommends the adoption of the following resolution : — 

Besolved^ That this Department will gladly transfer all its right, 
title and interest to the Andersonville Prison property to the National 
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Woman's Relief Corps, should they see fit to accept it. We take this 
action " bc c wc we comprehend our own short lives, and know that the 
Woman's Relief Corps will carefally guard the sacred memories clus- 
tered about this spot, long after we Imre defMurted to the other side. 

G. E. WHmfAH, 
J. R. Lewis, 
A GurroN. 

Committee, 

On motion, the Resolution was adopted by the Department 
Encampment of Georgia, G.A.R. 

National President : I would now like to call on Mrs. Annie 
Wittenmyer, chairman of the committee appointed by me last year 
to formulate some plan whereby it might be feasible for us to 
accept the property. 

Mrs. Lowd of Massachusetts asked if it was permissible to 
receive the report at an open session. The National President 
decided it was, as it was simply to bring it before the Convention 
that it might have time to think the matter over thoroughly, for 
this subject needed deep consideration and careful thought. The 
business will be brought up again when the committee have con- 
sulted with the comrades from the Department of Georgia, G.A.R. 

Mrs. Wittenmyer then read her report. 



REPORT OP COMMITTEE ON THE ANDERSONVILLE PRISON PROPERTY. 

Mrs. President and Members of Fourteenth National Con- 
vention, W,R,C,: Your committee, appointed to consider the 
proposition of the Department of Georgia, Grand Army of 
the Republic, to transfer to the National Woman's Relief Corps 
the Andersonville Prison property, have the honor to report that 
they have obtained all the information possible in regard to 
these historic grounds, made sacred by the untold agonies of 
thousands of Union prisoners, who preferred suffering and death 
rather than betray their country or dishonor her flag. 

The facts in brief are these : The tract of ground contains 
eighty acres, twenty-five of which were used for prison purposes 
and were enclosed by a strong stockade. The Department of 
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Georgia, Grand Amiy of the Republic, unwilliDg that a piece of 
ground made sacred by human suffering and tears of agony 
should be put to common uses, purchased the property, receiving 
for that purpose a considerable amount of money from the 
Woman's Relief Corps. 

This property is now offered to us as a gift, on condition 
that we will accept it as a sacred trust and improve and keep it 
in order. It is about fifteen hundred feet away from the National 
Cemetery where so many thousands of our Union soldiers who 
suffered and died there are buried. 

The comrades of the Department of Georgia realize that 
they are becoming weak, and that it will not be many years till 
they will be forced to disband, and they want to secure a proper 
custodian for this property before they pass away. 

It is for us to seriously consider this proposition in view of 
the sacredness of the trust, and the grave responsibility involved. 
This property is free from debt, and is offered to us without cost. 
We make 

Recommendation No. 1 : That we accept as a sacred trust 
the Andersonville Prison property on the conditions proposed. 

It would seem sacrilegious to allow this sacred soil, baptized 
and hallowed by the blood and tears of patriotic Union soldiers, 
ever to be used for common purposes. 

The English government guards with reverent care " The 
Black Hole of Calcutta," where a few missionaries and their 
families suffered and died in a horrible manner during the Sepoy 
Rebellion. Shall we not with more reverent care guard the 
sacred ground on which so many thousands died for our flag and 
the principles it symbolizes? 

And we must not forget that this place has also been made 
doubly Altered by a divine miracle. In the darkest dajys of 
Andersonville Prison life, when men were perishing from thirst, 
because their supply of water had been befouled, and were 
trying to dig wells with their hands and bits of tin and bones 
without success, — deep pits that still remain, one of them thirty- 
five feet deep, — and a bitter cry went up to God from that 
suffering multitude, the Lord veiled himself in a black cloud and 
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passed over AndersonviUe Prison, and sent down one of His 
thunderbolts and cleft the earth and the rocks, and a spring was 
opened up. It is justly called Providence Spring, and those 
who have had the privilege of drinking from its flowing tide say 
there is no sweeter, purer water on the face of the earth than the 
water of Providence Spring. 

Recommendation No, 2 : That as the stockade is gone, not 
one piece of timber left that marked the ** dead line," that a 
new stockade be erected on the line of the old stockade which is 
still well defined. 

Recommendation No* 8 : That a fee of five cents a member 
be asked for from the Woman's Relief Corps, to be raised by 
such methods as they may think best, and that donations be 
asked for from the Grand Army of the Republic, and from all 
who will aid us in carrying out this patriotic enterprise. 

We have the opportunity of doing one of the grandest things 
that any organization in this country has ever done. A grand 
historic service that will aid in mitigating the cruelties of war the 
world over. 

Let no one say that we cannot do it. We can do anything 
within the range of human possibilities that needs to be done, 
if we will. In this undertaking we will have the sympathies of 
millions of patriotic citizens, many of whom will aid us. 

Recommendation No. 4 : That a committee or Board of five 
be elected by this Convention : one to serve five years, one 
four, one three, one two, and one for one year, and that thereafter 
one each year — to fill the vacancy and be elected for five years. 
And that such committee or Board be empowered to arrange for 
and consummate the transfer of the AndersonviUe Prison prop- 
erty, and transact all other necessary business connected therewith, 
subject to the approval of the National Convention of the Woman's 
Relief Corps. 

Respectfully submitted in F., C. and L., 

Annie Wittenmyer, Pennsylvania, Chairman. 
Mary Lyle Reynolds, Kentucky. 
Josephine B. Lewis, Louisiana, 

Committee. 
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National President: I will say that in March I went over 
the Andersonville Prison property. The spring is still running, 
fresh, pure and sweet, and I drank from it. Since I was there, 
a cover has been built over it with boards that the Department 
of Georgia have paid for, and they have put posts down, out- 
lining the stockade. There are eighty acres, and twenty-five 
acres in the centre of that are used for cotton-fields ; the adjoin- 
ing part is used for planting com. The land was bought from 
the original owner, a man who owned it before it was used for a 
prison pen. He now hires it from the Grand Army of the 
Republic of Georgia, paying enough to cover the taxes and a 
little more. 

No action taken at this time. 

Miss Alida Rule of Tennessee then asked the privilege of 
presenting a communication. 

National President: I have the pleasure of introducing to 
you Miss Alida Rule, President of the Department of Tennessee. 

Miss Rule : Ladies of the Convention, I have been instructed 
by my Corps to briug before this Convention a matter which is 
embraced in the following paper. The Department presenting 
it has instructed me to bring it before the National Convention. 

TO EVERY WOMAN'S RELIEF CORPS AND G.A.R. POST IN 
THE UNITED STATES. 

During the Civil War between the North and South, it is estimated 
that from the year 1861 to 1866, fully 2,800,000 men entered the United 
States Service, either as volunteers or by draft, to put down the 
rebellion which at that time threatened the Union. All of these men left 
in their homes, mothers, wives, sisters, daughters and sweethearts, con- 
stituting a vast army of devoted women, who worked as faithfully as 
did the soldiers in the distant field, willing for any sacrifice that became 
necessary in order to promote the glorious cause of saving our grand 
Republic. No Spartan wife or mother ever gave husband or son more 
willingly than did the American women of the early sixties. 

Unlike the Spartans of old, few had been trained for war, but when 
the first gun was fired at Sumpter, it sent a shock throughout the whole 
land and aroused men as no previous training could have done. Nothing 
could have fired their patriotism more completely, for those same men 
inherited the patriotism of their forefathers of the Revolutionary War, 
and of the War of 1812. 
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There never yet has been a great work done, but that the women 
had their part in it. Before the breaking out of the rebellion, many a 
husband and father who, by his dally labor, had provided abundantly for 
his family, now found his small salary as a private soldier entirely 
inadequate toward their support. Then It was that many a mother with 
a family of little ones, found it necessary to resort to some extra labor, 
whereby she could eke out a living for them, and to this burden was 
added the anxiety for the welfare of the absent ones. 

God only knew the heartaches. Those of us who remember those 
long, dark years, have not forgotten what women suffered, often hoping 
against hope, and praying, oh, so earnestly, that the end might speedily 
come. But year after year went by, bringing heavier burdens. Yet, no 
matter about their own suffering, if only the Union could be preserved 
and their dear ones spared to return to them. 

As time rolled by and the soldiers became engaged in actual con- 
flict, it was found, after battles, the wounded and sick must have more 
and better care than had so far been provided. Now, this vast army of 
loyal women found what their part was to be in the great struggle for 
freedom. Day after day, and often far into the night, they toiled, that 
some comfort or luxury might be provided so needful for returning 
health. 

Through the Northern States organizations were perfected In every 
city, town and village whereby a systematic method could be relied upon. 
Everything contributed was forwarded to the Sanitary Commission in 
the cities, and from thence was sent on to the seat of war, for distribu- 
tion wherever needed. Nor must we forget the noble women who 
braved all dangers and did hospital duty so faithfully. 

It has been left for a woman of the Woman's Relief Corps, No. 2, 
Chattanooga, Tenn., to conceive the idea that the American women are 
entitled to a monument in memory of their services during the war, and 
we, as members of the Relief Corps throughout the United States, ask 
for a special act from Congress, granting the privilege of erecting such 
a monument in the Chlckamauga-Chattanooga National Military Park, 
which shall be a perpetual reminder to- flit posterity of woman's devotion 
to and love for her country. 

We ask especially the support and aid of all G.A.R men. The few 
to whom the plan has been unfolded, heartily endorse It We desire the 
co-operation of every Department President, asking her to see that 
every Corps in her State has a copy of this circular, and request that all 
members may take an interest in it. 

We propose to raise a fund for said monument by appealing to all 
loyal women, whether members of the Relief Corps or not, to contribute 
according to her ability, be it large or small, so that each may feel that 
she has a part in It. 

Hoping this may meet the approval of all to whom addressed, 
I am yours in F., C. and L., 
Chattanooga, Tknn., LOUISE HICKOX GAMBEE. 

June 12, 1896. 
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Headquarters Lookout Post No. 
Dept. of Tennessee, G.A.: 
Chattanooga, Tenn., July 10, 1896! 
At a regular muster of Lookout Post No. 2, Department of 
Tennessee, G.A.R., on this day held, the within memorial was pre- 
sented and read and op motion unanimously adopted, and the adjutant 
was directed to officially certify the same upon said petition and the 
project set forth herein is earnestly approved and recommended to the 
favorable consideration of all W.R. Corps and comrades and Posts of 
the Grand Army of the Republic. 

By command of 

Demetrius M. Steward, 
Halbert B. Case, Post Commander, 

Post Adjutant. 



5.j 



Headquarters Dept. of Tennessee, G.A.R., 
Room 5 Keystone Block, 
Chattanooga, Tenn., Aug. 8, 1896. 
The within memorial is cordially approved and earnestly recom- 
mended to the favorable consideration of all comrades, Posts and En- 
campments of the Grand Army of the Republic. 
Official: Halbert B. Case, 

Charles W. Biese, Department Commander. 

Assistant Adjutant- General. 

Miss Rule : This was presented to me only a few days ago. 
I knew nothing whatever about it and I have taken no part in it, 
and therefore no credit for anything here is mine, but I was asked 
to present it to you in the interests of the Chattanooga ladies. 
Their endorsement is on it, and they say they want the women to 
take hold of it. I thank you for this opportunity. 

Mrs. Wickins of Kansas : When I was called to Chatta- 
nooga, after talking there, one of the listeners asked me why 
the Woman's Relief Corps had never taken up this line of work, 
and I said I would tell them as well as I could. After my talk 
in the Convention, some one present came to me and placed 
two dollars in my hand as a nucleus for a monument fund, asking 
me to bring the matter before the coming National Convention. 

National President : You have heard what Mr&. Wickins has 
said in regard to this matter. While we all may in our own 
hearts approve of this plan, I don't think as an organization we 
have ever neglected our duties. One of the best reasons for not 
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taking up this line of work, in my opinion, is, that we have been 
busy earing for the needy veteran and his family, and have felt 
they should be always ^rs^ in our thoughts. 

Mrs. Wickins : I made that same answer to them from the 
public platform. 

No action taken. 

Mrs. Ball, Department Potomac: As a member of the Con- 
vention from the Department of the Potomac, I have been 
asked to show this little badge, which is presented by the Ameri- 
can Flag Company. This badge has been presented, or will be pre- 
sented, to the Corps and the voting delegates of each Department, 
by the American Flag Company of Easton, Pennsylvania. I 
have been asked by them to request each Department President to 
give the names of her own delegates, whom she has present and 
voting, and she will present to each, one of these little flags. 
I hope you all see it and I hope that the Department Presidents 
will all hear me. There is only a limited number of these 
badges ; they are very pretty, and I am sure you will all want 
them. The chairman of the committee is unable to be present, 
much to my regret. She has worked very earnestly for this 
patriotic advancement for two years, and she is very anxious that 
all the chairmen of the various committees of the Department 
shall have these little flags. I hope you will remember to give 
the chairman your names and the names of your voting delegates. 

The Guard announced a delegation of comrades waiting for 
admittance. The Reception Committee retired and escorted to 
the platform thirty-six comrades from the Department of Massa- 
chusetts, Grand Army of the Republic. 

National President : I consider it an honor to present to you 
this division of the Department of Massachusetts, Grand Army 
of the Republic, and we have twenty-two thousand more whom T 
would like to show you. Inspector-General 01 in, Department 
Commander Derby, Senior Vice John M. Deane, Junior Vice 
John E. Gilman, Assistant Adjutant-General Moore, Past De- 
partment Commanders Kimball, Adams, Creasey, Goodale, Hall, 
Wetherbee and Thayer, also our official printer. Comrade 
Stillings. These other comrades ivill all be past Department 
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Commanders, but at present are serving as aides on the staff of 
the Commander-in-Chief and the Department Commander. Com- 
rades, I give you all a most cordial greeting to my Convention. 
Convention, salute. 

Ladies, I present to you my Department Commander, 
William P. Derby. 

Department Commander Derby : National President of the 
Woman's Relief Corps, and Ladies of the Convention, it is my 
especial pleasure and privilege to meet you here, today, and I 
congratulate myself that I am able to meet you here under such 
pleasant circumstances. Especially is it a pleasure to me to meet 
you in a convention presided over by one of the best that we can 
give you of the Department of Massachusetts. Always at home 
everywhere, particularly at home in the Grand Army of the Re- 
public and its auxiliaries, and I am happy to greet her today as a 
representative of the Department of Massachusetts of twenty-two 
thousand loyal comrades, in good standing, under our order to 
bring greetings to your beloved President, and also to say to her 
for these comrades, for they are all bashful, that they love her 
as much as they have missed her in giving her to the larger work 
of the nation, during the year that haS passed. But Massachu- 
setts is always patriotic and loyal and in the work which we have 
given her to do, we are sure that she has done her work well and 
as a devoted member of the Department of Massachusetts. We 
are glad to be here, today, to express to her and to you our satis- 
faction with the record which she has made. We have known 
her in the years that are passed, when somewhat younger, 
engaged in the work of making lint and especially supplies for 
the boys in the field, and being brought up to the larger work, 
which has devolved upon her in the years that are passed. I see 
that you are surprised at the word '' younger.** She is always 
young ; never will be more than sixteen. There is a perennial 
flow of good nature, that is bound to keep her young all her life, 
and we congratulate her upon it. Mrs. President, as a token of 
good will and the confidence of the comrades of your Department, 
those whom you have assisted and who take so much pride in 
you, I desire to present to you this basket of flowers in token of 
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our love and f rieDdship, which will always remain for you. There 
has always, so far as we know in the past, been a comprehension 
And a planning of detail in your work, which has satisfied us 
3lete. But you did drop a word uncon- 
out here that you had started away with- 
vhat should you do. Our comrades will 
e in a storm, whether in the storm of life 
light have fallen yesterday, and in order 
ack of care shown you, we present this 
g that it may carry out our design of pro- 
u may be protected from all the storms of 

\ : Commander Derby and comrades, — 

I find words to thank you for this mag- 

l and yellow roses, just the Department 

I I am sure their beauty has never been 

7 ems possible that it is a year since the 

I ihusetts Grand Army of the Republic 

' ief Corps launched me into the office 

= with the good wishes and Godspeed of 

= with the perfume of their roses filling the 

; fragrance of your flowers of a year ago 

■ th your roses of today, and the two bridge 

is an old couplet that reads " you may 
ill, but the scent of the roses hangs 'round 
away a few dried rose leaves, all that 
a year ago, but their waning fragrance 
i memories of the year, and comrades, 
pleasant memories do not come to us as we grow older on every 
wayward breeze that blows, they come as an afterglow of kind 
words and kinder acts. Whatever good I may have accomplished 
the past year has in a great measure been due to the loyal support 
given me by the Grand Army and the Relief Corps, who have 
been a tower of strength at all times where advice and wise coun- 
sel has been needed. Comrades, you have for an auxiliary the 
largest charitable organization of women on the earth. And we 
are, by obligations, bound to be to you a veritable band of sisters 
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of charity and mercy. You have added to the ornamental the 
useful in your remembrances and I can assure you I appreciate 
the gifts. You know umbrellas are inclined to be at the wrong 
€nd of the route when needed, but I shall try and keep this one 
by me. I was afraid at one time I should have to use it here, 
for my eyes are very shallow and won't hold much water, and it 
seemed as if it was going to be showery. For all your many 
kindnesses, comrades, I thank you. 

Past Department Commander Geo. L. Goodale then asked 
to be introduced to the National Secretary. 

National President: Comrades, allow me to present to you 
Harrielte L. Reed, the right hand of my administration, the 
National Secretary. 

Comrade Goodale : Mrs. Secretary, we know well that you 
have indeed been the right hand of our honored President during 
the past year, and we ask you to accept from the comrades of the 
Department of Massachusetts this slight token of our affectionate 
regard. (Presenting bouquet of roses.) 

National Secretary : Past Commander Goodale and Comrade* 
of Massachusetts Grand Army of the Republic, — What can I 
say to you that will express my thanks for this beautiful remem- 
brance, which is indeed a surprise to me. I had thought that the 
National President would receive some expression of your esteem 
and approbation and I should have known that your hearts were 
large enough to include her Secretary. I am more than grateful 
to you for your words of appreciation of my work for the soldier 
and his dependent ones ; and pledge you again that these labors 
shall continue while life lasts. Once more I thank you. 

Mrs. Wickins of Kansas : Mrs. President, I want to express 
our sincere thanks to the comrades of Massachusetts for lending 
you to us for a year and I take pleasure in presenting your Chief 
of Staff, Mrs. Sarah E. Milham, who has a word to say to you. 

Mrs. Milham: Our National President, — The National 
Aides, and the elected and appointed officers of your adminis- 
tration, and friends of your own dear Department, in all their 
letters to me have expressed their sincere love and the wish to 
share in this little token. (Presenting a ring.) 
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It is much smaller than anything that you have received. 
It is also without end, as our love to you and your love to the 
Order. It has the colors which you so dearly love, the red, white 
and the blue. The red is that fervency which we honor in you 
and the friendship which we have for you. The white symbolizes 
light, purity and joy, and may your life have the few shadows 
that are necessary for each one of us to have that we may know 
true life. The blue, loyalty of your past Aides and friends to 
you and your loyalty to the cause. And when we meet before 
the Great Commander, where we will never hear taps, may we all 
meet together. 

National President: Dear Mrs. Milham, I think there are 
times in every one's life when silence speaks more eloquently than 
words, and I wish now I might look my thanks and keep silent, 
for words come feebly to my lips when I try to frame them into 
thanks. But I do most sincerely thank you and all the dear 
friends who have contributed towards this beautiful ring. It will 
be to me a priceless treasure. Its red, white and blue stones 
make it a veritable'' Old Glory" and speak of loyalty in more 
ways than one. While its colors speak of loyalty to our country, 
the gift to me tells of the love and loyalty of the ladies I have 
had the honor to be connected with the past year in an official 
capacity. To you, Mrs. Milham, I am under many obligations, 
not only as Senior Aide, but on other lines of work. I have 
demanded much of your time in securing accommodations for 
many members of this Convention and you have given willing 
and cheerful service at all times, and I wish to publicly thank 
you here. To all my associates in office I give as much of my 
love as their hearts can hold, and I will tell the dear girls of 
my own Department what I think of them when I meet them at 
home ; but to all I give my thanks. 

Members of the Convention, I think we all should feel our 
National Convention was incomplete if we did not hear a few 
words from our loyal, true friend, Past Commander-in-Chief 
J. G. B. Adams and Massachusetts' own loved " Jack." 

Comrade Adams : We come here with a great deal of pleasure. 
We realize how you all love your honored President. She is no 
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ordinary woman. She has always been very dear to us boys for 
years, — we have never known the reason why. As I have often 
said, she had no relatives in the service, but she was horn loyal ; 
she is a representative of the loyal women of America. I have 
always believed in the organization of the Woman's Relief Corps, 
because just such women as Mrs. Turner are there. Every alter- 
nate year we will present some other good woman for the position 
of National President, for we have some fifteen thousand women 
all waiting to follow Lizabeth. They are so well qualified they 
will all want to be candidates within two years, and every second 
year we will come to honor another President just as we have here 
honored Mrs. Turner. I thank you sincerely. 

National President : Allow me to present to you Inspector 
General Olin, one of the handsome men of our Department. 

Comrade Olin : I will not detain you but a moment. I want 
to say to you here, that the Southern soldier surrendered not alone 
to the army of the North who met them in the field, but also to 
the loyal women of the North who backed up the boys as they 
fought in the field. For myself and my comrades here, I take 
great pleasure in saying that whenever we come into a Convention 
like this, we surrender to the ladies all our hearts and all our hands, 
absolutely, willingly and unconditionally. 

National President: Comrade Deane, Senior Vice Depart- 
ment Commander, we should like to hear a few words from you. 

Comrade Deane : I should like to make you some reply, but 
I am reminded of the fact that these comrades of mine are all 
hungry and we have to be in the Encampment again at two 
o'clock, so I must not rob them of their dinner hour. I thank you 
for the honor of being presented to your Convention. 

National President : Ladies, I have the pleasure of present- 
ing to you Junior Vice Department Commander Oilman. 

Comrade Oilman : Ladies of the Convention, I have often 
spoken before to the ladies of the Relief Corps, but I can make 
no speech today. The speech that was in my heart welled up and 
found vent in my eyes, brought there by the true natural 
eloquence of your President. I cannot follow it, but leave you 
with the memory of one of the sweetest speeches I have ever 
listened to. Ladies, I thank you. 
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National President : Ladies, it gives me great pleasure to 
present Assistant Adjutant-General Moore. 

Assistant Adjutant-General Moore : Mrs. President, I have 
had the pleasure to meet you often in our own Department, and 
I esteem it a great honor and privilege to meet you as National 
President, presiding over your Convention. I have this feeling 
in meeting the ladies of the Relief Corps at National Encamp- 
inents, as well as when meeting those of our own Corps, that you 
are all equally interested, equally earnest for the relief of the 
soldiers. Many of them are gone, they have won all the honors, 
now they sleep. We shoulder the responsibilities, and you seek 
to aid us in our work of earing for our comrades in their declin- 
ing years. 

You did not expect an address from me, so will you accept 
this response to the call of the President, with my thanks, 
and, Mrs. President, come back to us next year free to take 
up the work in our Department where you laid it down for the 
greater work of the National organization. Anything that you 
can ask me to do, I will be glad to do for you. 

National President: And now, ladies, I have the pleasure 
and honor of presenting Comrade Carney, who is a member of 
Post 1, New Bedford, and a delegate from Massachusetts to the 
National Encampment of the Grand Army. You see he wears 
upon his breast the gold medal awarded by a special act of Con- 
gress for distinguished bravery at Fort Wagner. He was a 
sergeant in the 54th Mass. Colored Infantry, commanded by 
the gallant Col. Robert G. Shaw, who lost his life in the charge. 
Comrade Carney, although badly wounded, secured the colors 
and succeeded in bringing them back to our lines. Convention, 
salute. 

Comrade Carney : Mrs. President, I thank you for the honor 
of being presented to this Convention. 

The comrades were then escorted from the hall, the pianist 
playing "Tramp, Tramp, Tramp, the Boys are Marching." 

Mrs. Hasenwinkle, Department President Minnesota : Mrs. 
President, I want to tender a cordial invitation to the officers and 
members of this Convention to be present at a reception tendered 
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by the Woman's Relief Corps of Minnesota to the visiting mem- 
bers of our Order, at our Headquarters from four to six o'clock 
this afternoon. 

National President: I can assure you, Mrs. Hasenwinkle, 
that we should all be very glad to accept your hospitality, but I 
am afraid with the oflScers and delegates it must be " business 
before pleasure." I hope that all members present who are 
visitors will avail themselves of your kind invitation, and show 
by their presence that they appreciate the honor you have con- 
ferred upon us. 

Luncheon was then announced. 

Moved by Mrs. Sims of Indiana, seconded by Mi-s. Alrich 
of Kansas, that we adjourn until 2.30 p.m. [Carried.] 



THURSDAY — AFTERNOON SESSION. 

Convention called to order at 2.30, National President in the 
chair. National Chaplain Sarah A. C. Plummer led Convention 
in prayer. 

National President : Conductor, you will escort the members 
of the Executive Board and Mrs. Wheeler, Past National Secre- 
tary, to the platform. Ladies of the Fourteenth National Con- 
vention, — I have the honor of presenting to you the members of 
the Executive Board, Mrs. Ellen F. Daniels of West Virginia, 
Mrs. Emma B. Alrich of Kansas, Mrs. Charlotte E. Wright of 
Connecticut, Mrs. Frances E. Moore of Montana, and Mrs. Emma 
B. Lowd of the W.R.C. Home Board, also Mrs. Eleanor B. 
Wheeler, the third National Secretary of the Woman's Relief 
Corps, who has never missed a Convention and has always paid 
her own expenses. Convention, salute. 

Miss Jennie Bross, Past National Secretary, present at Con- 
vention, but not in the hall at the time, was not presented. 

National President : The conductors wiU take up the pass- 
word. 

A conductor announced visitors in the gallery who could 
not give the National password. National President stated that 
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no one could remain unless giving the proper password or being 
vouched for by some member of their Corps or Department. 

After some delay conductors declared all present members of 
the Order. 

National President: This is a secret session of the Four- 
teenth National Convention Woman's Relief Corps. Auxiliary to 
the Grand Army of the Republic, and we are ready for any 
business that may properly come before us. 

Guard announced Major Espy, Chairman of the Entertain- 
ment Committee of St. Paul, in waiting. 

Moved by Miss Rule of Tennessee, that we suspend business 
and admit the gentleman. Seconded by Mrs. Hitt of Indiana. 
[Carried.] 

The Reception Committee escorted Major Espy to the 
platform. 

National President: Ladies of the Convention, I have the 
pleasure of presenting to you the Chairman of the Citizens' 
Entertainment Committee, who, I am afraid, has come here with 
his persuasive voice to inveigle my delegates away from Con- 
vention. Convention, salute. 

Major Espy : Ladies of the Woman's Relief Corps, it 
gives me yery great pleasure to greet you on this occasion. I 
assure you that it is an event that I have been looking forward 
to for a number of years, for I think we started about three years 
ago to secure the Encampment for St. Paul and immediately I 
took an active interest in trying to secure the Encampment. At 
that time I determined that there were a few things I would like 
to see carried out when it came here. One of these was to 
present a living flag of over two thousand voices and that was 
accomplished yesterday, and I hope to your entire satisfaction. 
A second was, that I would extend to you the same pleasure that 
I enjoyed when, sixteen years ago, I came here on a pleasure trip 
and the people were so entertaining and so hospitable and so 
extremely anxious to show me the great beauty that surrounded 
the city that the fact of it was, my wife was captivated, and 
when the wife gets captivated you know what the husband has 
to do, and I heard nothing else, and I knew nothing, until I 
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found myself located here in St. Paul. It was the great beauty 
of the lakes and of the scenery, and I came from one of the 
most beautiful spots in the world, from the Wyoming Valley in 
the State of Pennsylvania. 

They have a very interesting history here in the Northwest, the 
Indian history and the history connected with the Indian tribes 
during the war. I have always felt that due praise and honor had 
never been given those men who fought on the frontier during the 
war. I hoped to show this to you in our parade, but found that 
the limit of time was too short. You will remember it was only 
a short time since we knew we should have the Encampment, and 
it has been a hurry with us ever since to complete these prepara- 
tions. I trust you will pardon me for taking so much of your time, 
but hope that you, with your President, who I find is a very active 
and business-like presiding officer, will run business to such an 
extent that tomorrow afternoon at one o'clock you may be dis- 
missed to take the excursion to Lake Minnetonka, one of the 
most beautiful lakes that we have in the Northwest. It will take 
all the afternoon and evening to make that excursion. We have 
prepared an entertainment for you, and we hope that you will all 
go and enjoy the excursion. And here is a little badge that must 
be worn by each lady that will entitle her to entrance to the train. 
Not the Union Depot, but the one at the foot of Fourth street. We 
have selected that route for the reason that we would avoid the 
crowd. You will take the train, — it is twenty-eight miles to 
Minnetonka ; you will then take the steamboat, a packet steamer, 
and take a trip around the lake, stopping at Lake Park Hotel, 
where you will get your dinner, and you will spend the remaining 
portion of the day in dancing and pleasure just as you see fit. 
With each of these invitations is a ticket, and although our hearts 
are very large, and we wish to make our hospitality as great as 
can be, yet for the comfort and pleasure of those who go, these 
tickets are limited to the number here. 

One word of greeting to the Woman's Relief Corps. It has 
been my privilege to address you three years in succession. I 
feel a very great interest in you, you have taken an active part 
in trying to preserve to us our country and the flag which floats 
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over a united country. All welcome to the living ones. God 
bless them as they come. The mothers, wives, widows, daugh- 
ters of those heroes who fought the bravest battle that was 
ever fought, and the band of the Union has been cemented 
with their tears. I tell you, I look upon this band of noble 
women as the best that we have on earth, and we know that so 
long as the women are true and loyal, our country is safe ; you 
know that a generation is to follow that arc brave, loyal patriots. 

National President : I want to say to Major Espy that if 
we are not all present at Lake Minnetonka tomorrow afternoon, 
it will not be because we have not been cordially invited, but 
rather that our first duty is to complete the work of this Conven- 
tion in legislating for the best interests of the veteran and his 
dependent ones. 

Isabel Worrell Ball, Washington, D.C. : I would like to 
say to Major Espy that no one appreciates this kind invitation 
more than myself. I know something of the beauty of Lake 
Minnetonka. It would be a trip that I should desire for myself, 
but tind that I cannot go as we are in the midst of our business at 
the last end of the week. The Woman's Relief Corps does its 
work thoroughly and it may be necessary for us to remain here 
tomorrow afternoon instead of following our own inclinations to 
go with you. But there are many of our members here, and this 
is why I rise to speak, just as good women as we are, and 
workers at home who do not happen to be delegates, and you 
will have your boat loaded down if you will allow them to go 
in our places if we find it impossible to finish our business. 

Major Espy : The invitations will be in the charge of Mrs. 
Hasenwinkle, the President of the Department, and I shall expect 
her to use good judgment and discretion in the distribution of 
them. She will see that they are properly distributed. If you 
cannot arrange to go we could take a number of other ladies, but 
we wish you to understand that the invitation is to this Conven- 
tion, that it is yours, and we hope that you can all be with us. 

The National President presented Major Espy a delegate's 
badge, after which he was escorted from the hall. 

National President : I have the pleasure of announcing that 
the National Convention will meet in Buffalo in 1897. 
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Mrs. Putnam of New York : I have but very little to say, 
simply to extend to you a hearty greeting to the Empire State, 
and Buffalo, my own home. Mrs. Wickins has just offered me 
her sympathy. Ladies, I have hardly looked for this and we don't 
want it, either. We have so many times been treated so well by 
ladies from other places we feel now it is our time, and to this 
great State which gave so many soldiers to the country, and to the 
proud city of Buffalo on Lake Erie, we bid you a hearty welcome, 
and we think the least said just now the better. Come and see 
us and we will sho^ you how we can treat you. 

National President: We can certainly expect good treat- 
ment from such a grand Department as New York. 

Moved by Mrs. S. Agnes Parker of Massachusetts, That we 
accept the cordial invitation to Buffalo next year. Seconded by 
Mrs. Burleigh of Massachusetts. [Carried.] 

Mrs. Plummer, National Chaplain : We have with us three 
ladies from the Department of Texas, one being a regularly 
elected delegate, who has her credentials in good shape. Another 
one is the Department Secretary, whom I had the pleasure of 
meeting five years ago, but she has come, by some mistake of her 
Department President, without her credentials. There is also a 
third lady who is not a legal representative. Will you allow 
this lady to take the place of the elected delegate who cannot be 
present ? She has worked in the past in the interests of the Order 
in that part of the country where they have not the advantages 
they have in other Departments. 

I hope that the Convention will seat this lady as a member 
of the Convention, if it would be in order. 

Mrs. Cook of Nebraska moved that the third lady from 
Texas be allowed her credentials and a seat and a vote in the 
National Convention. 

National Secretary : I would like the authority of the Con 
vention to make out a Credential Card for this lady. 

Moved by Abbie R. Flagg of Michigan, seconded by Mrs. 
Wales of Massachusetts, that the credential card be issued. 
[Carried.] 

Mrs. Gwilt of Oregon : About a month ago I had the pleas- 
ure of meeting in Oregon, Mrs. Spencer, an old army nurse, who 
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wished to be remembered to this Convention, and she was very 
sorry that she could not be here this year. 

Mrs. Plummer, National Chaplain : I wish that the army 
nurses could be seated by themselves where we could see them. 
I move that we seat the army nurses on the platform. 

National President : I should be very glad to do so, but the 
platform is very small and every chair is occupied by the officers. 
The Conductor will seat the army nurses together on one of the 
front seats and I will introduce them to the Convention when all 
are present. 

The Chairman of the Committee on Greetings to the G.A.R. 
is ready to report. 

Mrs. Wallace, Chairman : Mrs. President, your committee, 
consisting of Mrs. Hitt of Indiana, '*Aunt Becky" Young of 
Iowa, and myself, have just been to the Encampment. We pre- 
sented your report and tried to make it sound as large as we 
could, and the cheers that went up would have warmed your hearts 
and made you know that the boys appreciate your labor. I car- 
ried your greetings in a few words, and your "Jack Adams** 
responded. Therefore you may know what was said for the 
Woman's Relief Corps by the Grand Army of the Republic and 
their officials, and their greetings will be soon borne to this 
Convention by some of their members. 

National President : I think you will all agree that I chose 
my committee wisely, when I sandwiched in an old army nurse 
between a past and future National President. 

The Committee on President's Address is now ready to 
report. The National Senior Vice-President will take the chair. 

Mrs. Emma B. Lowd, Chairman, read the report. 

REPORT OP COMMITTEE ON ADDRESS OF NATIONAL PRESIDENT. 

Mrs. President and Members of the Fourteenth National Con- 
vention^ W.B.C.: Your Committee on President's Address have 
carefully reviewed the matter contained therein, in the limited 
time allowed, and now present the following report : — 

There are several topics of deep interest to our Order touched 
upon, which should receive your most earnest consideration, as 
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they involve the future welfare of the sacred responsibilities we 
have assumed. 

Our President has called your attention to the need for action 
on the part of this Convention, that we assume the care and 
presers^ation of the Anderson ville property. Knowing that she 
earnestly approves of this measure, we unite with her in the 
hope that the action of the Convention on the report of that com- 
mittee may be favorable. 

Recommendation No. 1 is approved. 

Recommendation No, 2 : We recommend that all reports in 
Departments, Detached -Corps and Corps be made quarterly as 
heretofore. We do not approve abolishing the consolidated 
blanks. 

Recommendation No. 3 is approved. 

Recommendation No. 4 is approved with the insertion of the 
word may before consolidate. 

Recommendation No. 5 : We recommend the adoption of this 
with the following change, in order to make it more explicit: 
*' They shall pay all dues and make all reports to the Depart- 
ment Headquarters. The report for relief formerly made to the 
Post Commander shall be made to the Department Commander.'* 

Recommendatio7i No. 6 is approved. 

Recommendation No. 7 is approved. 

Recommendation No. 8 is approved. 

Recommendation No. 9 is approved. 

Recommendation No. 10 is approved. 

Recommendation No. 11 is approved. 

Recommendation No. 12 is approved. 

Recommendation No. 13 is approved. 

Recommendation No. 14 is approved. 

Recommendation No. 15 is approved. 

Recommendation No. 16 is approved. 

In closing we desire to pay our tribute of love and appre- 
ciation of the unselfish devotion of our National President in 
the execution of the responsibilities devolving upon her during the 
past year. Untiring, faithful, vigilant and prompt, no service 
has been considered too arduous for her to attempt, no appeal 
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for aid too small for her cheerful attention and investigation. 
Whatever her hand has found to do, she has done with all her 
might. 

Our Order stands as an exponent of Fraternity, Charity and 
Loyalty, and no member of it has given a grander exemplification 
of Loyalty than the woman who had no tie of blood to command 
her, but has given her life's best service because of the true spirit 
of loyalty enthroned in her own heart, the heritage from her 
patriotic sires. May her grand life be long spared to the work 
for the Union veterans and his dependent ones. 

Respectfully submitted in F., C. and L., 

Emma B. Lowd, Massachusetts, Chairman^ 
Ella L. C. Dwinell, Colorado, 
Catherine E. Atkinson, California, 
Maggie J. Harris, Pennsylvania, 
Amitys p. Manchester, Montana, 

Committee, 

Mrs. Lowd, Chairman ; Will the ladies of the Convention 
have the entire rejwrt read through, or take it up as the recom- 
mendations are read? 

Mrs. Gwilt of Oregon : I move that we act upon each recom- 
mendation as it comes up. 

Motion seconded by Mrs. Miller. [Carried.] 

Becoramendation iVb. 1 : That the fund known as the Jensie 
Wells Fund be turned over to the General Fund ; and if at any 
time we raise a fund for the care or improvement of the Ander- 
sonville Prison property, the amount of the Jensie Wells Fund be 
taken from our General Fund to form a nucleus for the Anderson- 
ville Prison Fund. 

National Senior Vice-President : The committee approve the 
recommendation. What is your pleasure? 

Motion made by Mrs. Putnam of New York, that the report 
of the committee be adopted. Seconded by Rosalie B. Condon 
of Nebraska. [Carried.] 

Recommendation Xo. 2 : That these consolidated blanks be 
abolished, and that all other reports be made quarterly as here- 
tofore. 
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The committee recommends that the reports of the Depart- 
ments and Corps be made quarterly as heretofore. We do not 
approve of doing away with consolidated reports. 

Moved by Mrs. Gritfith of Iowa, That the report of the 
committee be adopted. 

Moved by Helen F. Bristol of Illinois, That we divide the 
report of the committee and act on it separately. 

Mrs. Gritfith of Iowa : I accept the amendment, as I under- 
stand that we go back to quarterly reports and not do away with 
the consolidated reports. 

Mrs. Bristol of Illinois : My thought is that there are two 
things to consider in this recommendation: whether we want 
quarterly reports or semi-annual reports. My motion was, to 
accept the report of the committee for quarterly reports and 
retain our consolidated reports. I move that we consider these 
two questions separately. 

Motion seconded by Mrs. Atkinson of California. 

National Secretary: The Thirteenth National Convention 
voted in favor of semi-annual reports. The experiment has now 
been tried and from my point of view it is not a success. Judg- 
ing from letters received from Department Secretaries and Treas- 
urers, the change does not commend itself to them. It has 
required time and labor to understand and intelligently use 
our system of quarterly reports and in many instances even now 
the officers consider them intricate and perplexing. But each 
year improves the condition, I think, and the change from quar- 
terly reports I consider most undesirable. In many cases it is a 
little difficult to keep in touch with the Corps, except through 
these reports, and to lengthen the time to six months would be a 
decided detriment to all concerned. Again, if quarterly reports 
seem intricate and difficult to understand, I cannot see that the 
burden will be lessened in any degree by carrying them over a 
period of six months, and this year's experience has taught me 
that it can be largely increased. I think we should adopt 
measures that will be for the greatest good of the greatest num- 
ber and hope that we shall return to quarterly reports. 

Mrs. Lowd of Massachusetts : As chairman of this committee, 
I made the recommendation which I did, and wish to explain 
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the reason why we were led to that conclusion, and may I be 
permitted to speak a few words. Just before leaving home, I 
took occasion to go to the Massachusetts Headquarters and 
confer with Mrs. Fuller, the Department Treasurer of Massa- 
chusetts, and asked her to show me the reports Forms E and F. 
I talked with her regarding the feasibility of doing away with 
them, and she said to me, this: " So long as the law stands as 
it is now, we will be obliged to have these reports. I hope that 
we will not do away with the consolidated blanks of either kind. 
We are obliged to go through every minor detail, make out these 
long tabulated, consolidated reports just as carefully as we have 
always done. We report to the National Headquarters only 
semi-annually under the present law, while the Corps report 
quarterly as heretofore. When we make up the semi-annual 
report we have to consolidate these two quarterly reports, which 
is more difficult than the old system of reporting quarterly." I 
have also consulted other Department Treasurers who gave the 
same opinion, and we maintain that we do not want them. 

Mrs. Wallace of Illinois : I do not rise to oppose the recom- 
mendation of the committee as presented, but I do rise to defend 
the last Convention action. The action of the last National 
Convention, by recommendation of the National Secretary and 
Treasurer, by resolution from the Department of Ohio, was that 
we have semi-annual reports, to be forwarded from Corps to 
Department and from Department to National Headquarters. 

The decision by the National Council was, that it did not refer 
to Corps but to Departments. This has made the tangle, as has 
been explained by your chairman from the experience of the 
National Secretary and Treasurer of Massachusetts. I am not 
particularly interested, but I expect and hope that you will vote 
for this recommendation to bring us out of the tangle which we 
have gotten into by the Council making the decision that it did, 
last year, to have the Corps forward semi-annual reports to the 
Secretary. I am anxious that you go back to the quarterly 
reports. I approve of the recommendation, but I want to say that 
the system of semi-annual reports has never been fairly tried. 

Mrs. Turner : I want to read the decision as it is printed 
in General Orders, as it came to me from the stenographer. 

15 
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[Decision read.] You will see there is not one word in that 
about our Corps in Departments reporting. That matter was 
submitted to the Council. 

Mrs. Craig : I rise to speak in the interest of our National 
Woman's Relief Corps Home. The Board of Directors of that 
Home have been on the anxious seat the whole year long. We 
have, in the past, had for the Home, money from the quarterly 
payments, and we knew what we had. While we try to be 
economical, as much so as possible, still if we knew that we had 
something to pay with, we could take a breath and not be anxious ; 
but when you have a large family and expenses are running 
up and the people, the grocers, want their money and the meatmen 
want their money, and they have not been paid, what are you 
going to do? We are making bills for the large family and the 
bills have to be paid every month, and we have been very anxious. 
I never was in favor of that resolution, and now am more 
opposed to it than I was before the experiment was tried. We 
hope in the interest of the Woman's Relief Corps Home, we will 
go back to the old plan of quarterly reports. 

National Senior Vice-President : Shall we have the quarterly 
reports or not? All those in favor will please rise. 

Motion carried. 

National Senior Vice-President : The committee recommends 
that we do not do away with the consolidated reports. 

Moved by Mrs. GriflSth of Iowa, that the report of the com- 
mittee on second part of Recommendation No. 2 be adopted. 
Seconded by Mrs. Cook of Nebraska. 

National Secretary : I believe that we should adopt the 
recommendation of the President, and may I explain that we 
may all understand this subject. The recommendation refers to 
the consolidated report blanks Forms E and F for the use of De- 
partment Secretaries and Treasurers. These blanks are made up 
from the reports of Corps Secretaries and Treasurers and must be 
carefully prepared by Department Secretaries and Treasurers, as 
from these Forms C and D are compiled and forwarded for use at 
National Headquarters. A duplicate copy of Forms E and F has 
also been sent to National Secretary and this duplicate copy 
seems to me to be an unnecessary expenditure of time and 
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strength and patience. The large Departments require eight or 
ten of these blanks, to be filled with long columns of figures, and 
those that have come to me have been beautiful specimens of 
work, but as Forms C and D contain the totals of all these 
columns, embracing all the information required at National 
Headquarters, this extra labor seems to me to be wholly unneces- 
sary, and in behalf of the ofiScers upon whom this labor falls, I 
trust this motion will pass. 

Mrs. McCauley of Illinois : The extra copy that we have 
sent heretofore to the National Headquarters is to be omitted, 
but you must know that we cannot do without the consolidated 
blank report ; we must have that at home — that must be made 
out. We understand that it is to do away with the consolidated 
report that is to be sent to the National Headquarters. 

Mrs. Turner: That is right. I just want to say that the 
explanation intends to convey that it is only to leave out the 
duplicate. 

Mrs. Griffith of Iowa : I knew that we should send a dupli- 
cate report to the National Secretary, but we thought too much 
of her to send it and we have not done so, although we have 
made the report out. 

Mrs. Burleigh of Massachusetts : I know that in the future, 
reports of the work of each Department must be made, but I do 
not believe that it is necessary to send that blank to the National 
Headquarters, and I hope that the duplicate blank will be 
abolished. 

Mrs. Lowd, Chairman : I believe that our National President 
has omitted to put the word " duplicate " in her recommendation, 
but in the first part of the matter referred to, said she believed in 
these blanks, and so in considering the matter we tried to express 
what she wanted to do for the Order. We made the recommen- 
dation in accordance with it and would gladly recommend that 
the word ''duplicate'* be inserted. I wish to ask in what way 
will the National Secretary be informed as to the status of the 
Corps if these duplicates are not sent ? 

National Secretary : She still has Forms C and D, which 
are the same as heretofore in the quarterly reports. 
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Mrs. Craig of Wisconsin : Will the chairman of this com- 
mittee read through the recommendation with the word " dupli- 
cate " inserted in it ? 

Mrs. Lowd, Chairman : " That these duplicate consolidated 
blanks be abolished, and that all other reports be made quarterly 
as before." 

Mrs. Wallace: Now, I understand that the intention of the 
recommendation is to rescind the resolution adopted two years 
ago, that required each Department to send a duplicate copy to 
the National Headquarters, but do not understand the blanks are 
to be abolished. 

National Senior Vice-President : Will chairman of the com- 
mittee read the report of the committee as amended. 

Mrs. Lowd, Chairman : We approve of the doing away with 
the duplicate consolidated report. 

Mrs. Gwilt of Oregon : Now you say that we shall con- 
solidate the report of the work and send it to the Secretary. 
Mrs. Chairman, that is where your duplicate copy comes in, and 
this strikes out the clause of Section 2, Article I., Chapter V. 

Mrs. Wickins of Kansas : I think that the report which is 
referred to here is Form C and D, which has nothing to do with 
E and F. The reports E and F are the large sheets ; C and D 
are the ones referred to. You are simply not to prepare the 
duplicate copy for National Headquarters. 

Mrs. Chase of Kansas : Would it not be well to say instead 
of consolidated reports, tabulated reports? 

Mrs. Wickins : The recommendation is that we do away with 
the duplicate report; that is, the duplicate consolidated report 
that comes to National Headquarters. 

Mrs. Griffith of Iowa : I move the adoption of that report. 

Motion seconded by Mrs. Condon of Nebraska. [Carried.] 

Recommendation No, 3 : That the Corps exemplifying the 
ritualistic work for inspection shall have no other inspection for 
the current year, and that the Department Inspector, or whoever 
is detailed to have charge of such inspection, shall write the 
report of the status of the Corps exemplifying the work, and for- 
ward the same to be embodied in the Department Inspector's 
report. This will save both time and money to Departments. 
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National Senior Vice-President: Your committee approves 
of this recommendation. 

Mrs. Alexander of Illinois : I move that we adopt this report. 

Motion seconded by Mrs. Oilman of Massachusetts. [Car- 
ried.] 

National President resumed the chair. 

National President: Ladies of the Convention, Mr. Heller 
of the American Flag Company, Past Chaplain-in- Chief Hagerty 
and Comrade Wallace Foster have been waiting outside for a 
long time. Shall we admit them? 

Mrs. Ball of Potomac : I move that we suspend business 
and they be admitted. 

Motion seconded by Mrs. Johnson of Maryland. [Carried.] 

The comrades were escorted to the platform by Past 
National President Kate B. Sherwood. 

National President : Ladies of the Fourteenth National Con- 
vention, I have the honor to present to you Comrade Foster, 
whom you all know cannot hear the sound of your voices, Mr. 
Heller of the American Flag Company, and Past Chaplain-in- 
Chief Hagerty, whom we have known for a long time. Con- 
vention, salute. 

Mr. Heller : Mrs. President and Ladies of the Woman's 
Relief Corps, — To your organization is due the credit of shaping 
the citizenship of the future. Through your efforts the rising 
generation display a greater interest in their patriotic well-being. 
You are doing a greater work for the nation's welfare than all 
other organizations and influences combined. Patriotic teaching 
is no longer an experiment. It is now looked upon by friends 
of education as the proper means of attaining the object sought. 
You have formulated a system of teaching patriotism that is con- 
ceded by all to be the best plan known, and which is being 
imitated by other organizations to a great extent. Placing a 
flag over the school, while very commendable in itself, does not 
create the sentiment intended, the flag being looked upon more 
with veneration than as an object lesson. While other organiza- 
tions have been instrumental in displaying flags over the school, 
you have entered the school and taught why the flag should be 
venerated and displayed over it. Their work is ended when the 
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flag is thrown to the breeze. To your work, there is no end. 
Other organizations have been successful in having many of the 
States enact laws in favor of displaying the flag over the school, 
but to a large extent, this remains a dead letter. It is doubtful 
if today you will find more than half of the schools with '' Old 
Glory " waving over them. One State makes it a misdemeanor 
and punishable by a fine, not to display the flag over the school; 
yet you will find many schools that do not observe the law, and 
it is doubtful if you can find an instance where the fine was 
imposed This seeming indifference to the laws is caused by 
various reasons, one of which is a lack of interest on the part of 
those in control of the schools, who have never been taught patri- 
otism in their school days, and if you keep on in this grand 
work, this obstacle will gradually be removed. Another reason 
is the objection to some organizations on account of their secta- 
rianism. Organizations of this character are successful only in 
districts where they have a majority. Where they are weak in 
numbers, you will find factional controversies which have a ten- 
dency to bring the movement into disrepute. 

Pennsylvania has a patriotic organization over 100,000 
strong ; to it is given the credit of being the first organization to 
place fiags over the schools. There is another organization in 
the same State that has a membership of fully 50,000, making 
150,000 organized patriotic citizens in the State. Yet you will 
find upwards of two-thirds of the schools without a flag waving 
over them. 

Ladies, do you realize the magnitude of the work you have 
undertaken? You are the only organization that can overcome 
all obstacles ! You are the only organization that is not biased 
by sectarian influences ! You are the only organization that can 
make a success of this grand movement ! None are there who 
will dispute your way. You will be granted privileges not 
accorded to others. Your influence will go further to place flags 
on our schools than all laws thus far enacted. Those who grow 
to manhood will look back with veneration to those of you whose 
influence instilled into their veins patriotic emotion, and those 
who grow to womanhood will become desirable candidates for 
membership in your organization, well trained to take up the 
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work when age will compel you to relinquish it. Go on in your 
grand work, until you make every one of our 377,000 schools a 
shrine of patriotic inspiration. 

[ bow with the profoundest respect to America's greatest sis- 
terhood, the Woman's Relief Corps, and everlasting fame to those 
of you who were the pioneers in this grand cause. They rocked 
its cradle and watched over its infant footsteps with maternal 
solicitude. 

On motion of Mrs. Sherwood, the Convention, by a rising 
vote, expressed its appreciation of Mr. Heller's services in 
patriotic teaching. 

National President: Ladies, allow me to present to you 
Past Chaplain-in- Chief Hagerty. 

Chaplain Hagerty : Ladies of the Relief Corps, I am almost 
afraid to presume upon you for any time, but I will relieve you 
of your burden in a moment. I know that you are all laboring for 
the Grand Army, and that you are going to work for them 
as you have in the past. I don't know what we would do with- 
out you. I see you are not wanting in the emblems of authority. 
I came in here to have the pleasure of presenting to your Presi- 
dent another. I don't know the history of those you have, but the 
gavel of this one is made from the wood of the oak tree under which 
General Grant stood when he received his commission as briga- 
dier-general. The oak stands in the yard of Comrade Emerson, 
of Ironton, Mo. The handle is made from the hickory grown on 
the battleground of Wilson Creek, watered with the blood of that 
brave soldier General Lyon, who fell bravely leading his men in 
an awful battle, but one that did much towards establishing the 
authority of the general government in the West. I take great 
pleasure in presenting to you this little implement of oak and 
hickory combined and hope it may not be without its educational 
value. 

National President: Chaplain and Comrade, I tender to you 
my sincere thanks for this remembrance of your interest in the 
Woman's Relief Corps. The woods that it is made -of will always 
be endeared to me, because General Lyon came from Connecticut, 
my childhood's home. Comrade Hagerty, I am going to thank 
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you in the name of the Woman's Relief Corps, but am going to 
keep the gavel myself. Convention, salute. 

The comrades retired during the singing of " America." 

National Senior Vice-President took the chair. Action on 
President's address resumed. 

Mrs. Lowd, Chairman : Recommendation No. 4 : That when- 
ever two Posts consolidate, the Corps which were their auxiliaries 
consolidate also, taking the name of the Post. That the Depart- 
ment furnish the Corps a new charter, charging them only the 
price of engrossing. The names of the charter members of both 
Corps shall be on the new charter, the names of the oldest Corps 
taking precedence. Under these names shall be written the 
word '' consolidated," with the day of the month and the year. 
There shall be a notified meeting called of the members of both 
Corps for the election of officers to serve for the balance of the 
year. Your committee approves this recommendation. 

Moved by Mrs. Wickins of Kansas, that we adopt the report 
of the committee. Seconded by Mrs. Miller of Illinois. 

Mrs. Miller of Illinois : Does this make an obligation on 
the Department to consolidate the two Corps, or is it that the two 
Corps may do this? In the Department of Illinois there were two 
Posts that didn't amount to a row of pins. They had Corps and 
numbered one hundred and fifty-six members, but on account of 
personalities they didn't get along. They wanted to give up the 
charter but we talked them out of it. These two Posts consoli- 
dated, making an average good Post, leaving two grand Corps, 
but the conditions were such that the Corps could not consolidate, 
because the circumstances surrounding them were such that they 
could not work together harmoniously, although they could work 
singly and independently. They cannot work together, but they 
can work separately and they are doing it. If this recommen- 
dation makes it obligatory to consolidate we will turn out of the 
Department of Illinois one hundred and fifty-seven members. I 
hope the recommendation will not be approved. 

Mrs. Wallace of Illinois : I move that the recommendation 
be made to read " their auxiliaries may also consolidate." 

Seconded by Mrs. Stiesmeier of Missouri. 

Motion as amended carried. 
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National President resamed the chair. 

National President: Ladies, Major Hendershott and son 
have been waiting in the anteroom for a long time, and must 
go away in the morning. Shall we have them come in? 

Moved by Mrs. Sherwood of Ohio, seconded by Mrs. Craig 
of Wisconsin, that Major Hendershott and son be admitted. 

National President: Ladies of the Convention, I have the 
pleasure of presenting Major Hendershott and son. Convention, 
salute. 

Major Hendershott : Ladies, I am going home tomorrow and 
we always hate to go away without playing to the Woman's 
Relief Corps. I will play you a selection. 

At the close they were presented with badges and escorted 
from the hall. 

National President then announced that supper would be 
served at the close of this session by the luncheon committee in 
the basement of the church, at twenty-five cents per plate. 

National Senior Vice-President called to the chair. 

Action on President's address resumed. 

Mrs. Lowd : Eecommendation No. 5: That in case a Post 
disbands, the Corps that has been auxiliary to the said Post may 
continue as a Corps of the Department Woman's Relief Corps, 
retaining its number and name. They shall pay all dues, and 
make all reports to the Department, except for the amount of 
relief extended. That report shall be made to the Commander of 
the Department of the Grand Army. In all cases they shall be 
under the same laws and jurisdiction as if they were auxiliary to 
a Post. 

Your committee approves the recommendation with this 
amendment, that in the second sentence, commencing " they 
shall pay all dues,*' it shall read, to make it more explicit, — " they 
shall pay all dues and make all reports to the Department ; the 
report for relief shall be made to the Department Commander 
instead of the Post Commander as formerly." 

Mrs. Wood of Kansas moved the report of the committee be 
adopted. Seconded by Mrs. Putnam of New York. 

Mrs. Wickins of Kansas : Does this change in any way the 
decision of the last Convention, except it merely makes it more 
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effective, — ** they shall make their reports of relief to the De- 
partment Commander instead of the Post Commander as for- 
merly." They shall be under the same laws as before. 

Mrs. Turner : I would say that in the past year I have had 
a great deal of trouble with this matter, and it was my intention 
to make it so plain and explicit that there would be no trouble. 

National Senior Vice-President : All those in favor of this 
will signify it by the usual sign of the Order. [Carried.] 

Mrs. Lowd : Recommendation No, 6 : That when a Detached 
Corps disbands and the Post to which they were auxiliary dis- 
bands also, all money remaining in their possession after all 
bills are paid shall be turned over to the National Headquarters 
Relief Fund. Approved by the committee. 

Mrs. Bristol of Illinois moved that we adopt the report of 
the committee. Seconded by Annie M. Warne of Massachusetts. 

Motion carried. 

Mrs. Lowd : Recommendation No, 7 : That hereafter the 
National Secretary shall notify by postal card each Department 
Treasurer and Detached Corps President of the receipt of their 
per capita tax at National Headquarters. Approved by com- 
mittee. 

Moved by Mrs. Bagley of Ohio that we adopt the report of 
the committee. Seconded by Mrs. Griffith of Iowa. 

National Senior Vice-President: AH those in favor will 
signify it by the usual voting sign of the Order. [Carried.] 

National President resumed the chair. 

Mrs. Harper of Louisville moved that we adjourn to 8 p.m. 
Seconded by Mrs. Putnam of New York. 

National President: Before we adjourn, ladies, I want to 
present to you these army nurses. 

Nurses conducted to the platform by Mrs. Wittenmyer. 

National President: Ladies of the Convention, we are 
honored by the presence of these ladies. Mrs. Wittenmyer 
knowing them much better than myself, I will ask her to present 
them to you. 

Mrs. Wittenmyer introduced the following: Mrs Woodleyof 
Philadelphia, President of the Army Nurses' Association ; Mrs. 
Sarah K. Clark, Chaplain of the Army Nurses' Association ; Mrs. 
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Harriet Abend, Mrs. Esther Walker. I feel especially honored 
to introduce to you Mrs. Alice C. Risley of New Orleans, who 
rendered services in New Orleans in the worst part of the war. 
Mrs. Susanna Clark of Freestone, Ind. ; Miss D. L. Palmer, 
Secretary of the Army Nurses' Association from New York; 
Mrs. Rachel Harris of Illinois, who served in Vicksburg, and 
"Aunt Becky" Young of Iowa, whom you all know and love; 
Mrs. Lydia George Whitmore, who served during the Indian 
war in Minnesota; Mrs. Elizabeth W. Ewing, who served in 
Baltimore ; our Senior Vice-President of the Army Nurses' Asso- 
ciation, and Delia A. Fay, President of the New York Nurses' 
Association, and' three years nurse in the army. 

The Convention saluted the army nurses by rising. 

Motion put to adjourn to 8 p.m. [Carried.] 



THURSDAY — EVENING SESSION. 

Convention opened at 8 p.m., Mrs. Ninekirk, National 
Senior Vice-President, presiding. 

Action on President's address resumed. 

Mrs. Lowd, Chairman : Recommendation No. 8 : That an 
edition of the Red Book be printed after being revised to con- 
form to decisions of this Convention. Approved by the com- 
mittee. 

Mrs. Helen M. Charlton of Wisconsin moved that the report 
be accepted. Seconded by Mrs. Mary V. Reed of West Virginia. 
[Carried.] 

Mrs. Lowd : Recommendation No, ^ i That the vote of the 
Thirteenth National Convention, whereby the Red Book was 
made a necessary article of supplies for organizing Corps, be 
resljinded. Approved by the committee. 

Moved by Mrs. Hampton of Michigan, that the report be 
accepted. 

Seconded by Mrs. Stiesmeier of Missouri. [Carried.] 
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Mrs. Lowd : Recommendation No, 10 : That all supplies 
for Department and Corps' use must be procured from the Na- 
tional Treasurer, and this be added to Rules and Regulations, as 
Section 15, Article VIII., Chapter II. Approved by the com- 
mittee. 

Moved by Mrs. Gwilt of Oregon, that the report be accepted. 

Seconded by Mrs. Putnam of New York. 

Mrs. Longley of Iowa : I wish to speak on this recommendation 
of the National President. This recommendation is of great impor- 
tance to us. The expense of the Department of Iowa has been 
such for several years prior to the advent of the present adminis- 
tration (one year ago last spring) that the treasifry was depleted. 
So, after much thought, and consultation with the Department 
President, Mrs. Griffith, and with Past National President Mrs. 
Mary S. McHenry, who was at the time Chairman of Executive 
Board, in my report as Treasurer, submitted to Department Con- 
vention last spring, I made the following recommendation, which 
I now read from the Journal of Proceedings : 

" I recommend the use of postal cards, bearing the regular 
form, for all receipts for money from Corps. This will not only 
save the cost of envelopes and one-half the present postage 
charge, but will require less time and labor, and as not one-half 
the card will be required for the formal receipt, there will be 
room for questions or explanations that will often save a letter. 
These cards can be filed by Corps equally as well as the present 
receipt, and they will be numbered consecutively and stubs kept 
to correspond precisely as under the present system." 

This was approved by committee and adopted by. Conven- 
tion unanimously. Our only object was economy both of money 
and labor. During the preceding year I had made 1,600 
receipts, which must be sent sealed, and which, including receipt 
books, envelopes and postage, cost $53.04. For $17.50 I pur- 
chased 1,600 postal cards and had them printed in exact copy 
of the receipts sold by the National Treasurer, thus saving to the 
Department $35.54, while the entire loss to the National Treasury 
was the profit on eight receipt books, which could not have been 
much more than $2.00, as the books, at 63 cents each, only cost 
$5.04. We are not anarchists in Iowa, but were simply trying. 
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in a lawful way to keep up our funds and pay expenses. And 
I submit that no Department should be compelled to spend $35.00 
in order to put $2.00 into the National Treasury. I observe the 
same desire to economize in other Departments as in ours ; and 
if we do not pay enough per capita tax, we are willing to pay 
more, but we are not willing to go back to the old, cumbersome 
and expensive way of making receipts. 

Mrs. Turner : I would like to ask the lady what is going to 
maintain the National organization if the Departments are going 
to print their own supplies. I suppose very few of you realize 
that nearly every blank you use is furnished free by the National 
Headquarters. Not only that, but the express is paid. That is 
quite an item. Now then, how long do you suppose the National 
Headquarters could exist if the Departments were each allowed 
to print their own supplies. It is commendable in every Depart- 
ment officer to try and economize, to make the expenses just as 
little as they can be made, but the National organization must 
make a profit on their supplies. Suppose every Department 
started up to print its own supplies, there would be all kinds of 
supplies. That we do not want; we want our supplies uniform, 
and our blanks must be uniform, and we must, in justice to the 
organization, allow Departments to have some little profit. 
There is no other way to have them uniform, and we must, in 
justice to the National organization, allow them to have some 
profit. I would like the lady to tell what she paid for those 
books. 

Mrs. Longley : I paid 63 cents each. 

Mrs. Turner : And you sell them for how much ? 

Mrs. Longley: I use them. 

Mrs. Turner: Then you have receipt books for your Corps? 

Mrs. Longley : I buy them of the National Treasurer. We 
want the postal receipt system because we don't have to pay 
so much postage upon Department receipts. 

Mrs. Turner : We get the little profit on those supplies, but 
have, as well, the uniformity of the blanks. 

Mrs. Griffith of Iowa : The point that our National President 
has made is what I want to bring before this Convention, con- 
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ceming what one Department has a right to do. What Iowa has a 
right to do, other States have a right to do. Another State prints 
their own supplies. The State from which Mrs. Turner comes 
issues blanks of their own which are not in the requisition order. 
Iowa for years has made the consolidated reports and I don't be- 
lieve there is another Department that don't have something. I 
don't believe you know that Mrs. McHenry has a hobby for 
recording everything, and we have a most complete system of 
books, which we had to have made up because the National 
Headquarters does not have them, and I was surprised when I got 
Mrs. Turner's letter to find that we were the naughty little boys 
that got caught. The other boys had been doing this same thing, 
but we were open and above board and went right to the National 
ofl3ce with the report that our Convention had adopted this plan 
and then we were called down for it. I would like to ask Mrs. 
Turner if the postal card receipts are a good thing for the Na- 
tional oflScers, won't they be a good thing for the Department 
ofl3cers ? 

Mrs. Church of Nebraska : What is meant by this recommen- 
dation that we adopted for postal card receipts for the National 
Secretary ? 

Mrs. Turner : The National Secretary sends no receipts, she 
simply records the fact that the money has been received. The 
National organization must have its expenses paid. I want to 
say that the President of the Department of Massachusetts buys 
those credential cards of the National Treasurer and burns them 
up before she uses her own. 

Mrs. Longley: We will buy our blank receipts and burn 
them up if we can use our postal card receipts, and then we will 
save $30.00. 

Mrs. Turner : The National organization must have supplies 
uniform, and while we all desire economy, yet we desire the 
greatest good to the greatest number. Now. if you are going to 
do this with one kind of supplies, next year somebody won't like 
a book, they will want another kind of a book. Then somebody 
else another year will want something else. We have been a 
long time in building up this system which is an excellent one, 
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and we lose sight of the fact that if one Department can do that 
others can also, and if all the Departments do that, what is gain 
to the Departments has become loss to the National. 

Mrs. Church of Nebraska : It seems to me if I want to buy 
a receipt book and burn it up I have just as good a right as 
Massachusetts has to buy credential cards and burn them up. 
It has to buy postal cards and they come as high, but that 
does not come out of the National Treasury. And the Corps 
of the East don't realize the expenses of the West. It is a 
good deal harder for us to pay our tax out there. You don't 
know how hard it was to pay the extra one cent on the per capita 
tax and if the Departments can use one cent postal cards where 
furnished by the Departments instead of the National and save one 
cent on every receipt that they send out, it counts up to a great deal. 

Mrs. McClellan of Illinois : There is a postal card system 
used by the Stock Exchange of Chicago. The end of the postal 
card is preserved with the number and the same number is printed 
on the card, so that it can be retained. 

Mrs. Turner: I would like to ask the lady how long she 
thinks that would be preserved. 

Mrs. Flagg of Michigan: If the Department purchases 
these receipt books, and then writes the receipt on a postal 
card in order to save the postage, will that be legal? 

Mrs. Turner : I do not see how they are going to save ; you 
buy the postal, you pay for having it printed and then you buy 
your receipt book. 

Mrs. Longley of Iowa : I will save $30.00 during the year. 

Mrs. Ball of Potomac : I would like to ask a question. If 
the different Departments can buy their own supplies where they 
want to ; if one Corps can use a five cent book of ten or fifteen 
pages for the notices of the Department, what is to prevent that 
Department from going down here to any store and buying up 
the paper bags and making use of them. That kind of book will 
not cost anything, but if we are going to have them, let us have 
them uniform. 

Mrs. Griffith of Iowa: I believe that the National officers 
know that Iowa is a large Department ; we have no end of re- 
ceipts to write, and what we are trying to get here today is uni- 
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formity together with economy. I want to say now, that 1 didn't 
know that Massachusetts didn't use her credential cards until 
this day. 

Question called. 

Mrs. Lowd, Chairman : I would like to make a few remarks. 

Moved and seconded that Mrs. Lowd be permitted to speak. 

Mrs. Lowd : Thank you, ladies. I do not know that I can 
add one word to strengthen the argument that has been made, 
but I want to say that I am surprised at the direction the argu- 
ment has taken. Our National President has not told us that 
she knew what Department this referred to ; we have taken this 
up and made this recommendation without knowing which De- 
partment had been doing this. And I stand here as chairman 
of this committee perfectly innocent in that respect, and the 
recommendation was made without knowing that I was hurling 
anything at my own Department. But I am glad it was done. 
If there is a difference in the supplies, in the form of the blanks or 
anything that is used, and we have been brought to the bar, we 
are glad to meet it. I said I wanted to urge the adoption of this 
recommendation ; you have approved this on nearly every side. 
If the National Headquarters has no income what are we going 
to do for money to run our institutions, our Army Nurses* 
Home, and who would dare to speak for Andersonville? Ladies, 
when you stop and look back and see the work that you were 
doing, economize by all means, but don't economize in the wrong 
direction. If we in Massachusetts have been doing wrong, which 
is news to me, we won't do it again. 

National Senior Vice-President : Ladies, it has been moved 
and seconded that the recommendation of the committee shall be 
adopted. All those in favor signify by the usual voting sign of 
the order. [Carried.] 



Note — In justice to the Department of Massachusetts, I wish to 
make the following explanation. The matter referred to by me was 
Department Credential Cards. I find on investigation that during the 
time ttiat such cards were abolished Massachusetts had theirs printed to 
use at Department Conventions, as their Conventions were large, and 
they proved a great convenience. After Department Credential Cards 
were again put into regular supplies, Massachusetts asked the consent of 
the National President to have theirs printed with coupon checks, which 
was granted, and they paid the profit on such cards to the National 
Treasurer. Lizabeth A. Turnkr, 

Past National President, 
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Recommendation No. 1 1 : That Department Presidents shall 
ascertain the price charged for initiation in all Corps in their De- 
partments, and notify Corps charging less than the regular price 
that hereafter they must abide by the law laid down in Rules and 
Regulations. Approved by the committee. 

Moved by Mrs. Wickins, That we accept the report of the 
committee. Seconded by Mrs. Burleigh of Massachusetts. 

Mrs. Bell of Wisconsin : May I ask if that prohibits a Corps 
from charging more than the price laid down. 

Mrs. Turner : It does not say that it shall not be more^ but 
that it shall not be less. 

Motion put. [Carried.] 

Mrs. Lowd, Chairman: Recommendation No, 12 : That a set 
of supplies be issued to Departments for the institution of Corps 
of fifteen members or less, consisting of : 
1 Charter (not engrossed) . 
3 Rituals. 
1 Service Book. 
15 Rules and Regulations. 
5 Applications for membership. 
1 Corps Treasurer Bond. 
1 Corps Requisition Book for supplies. 
10 Ode Cards. 
7 Officers' Duty Cards. 

1 Journal, Ledger, Cash and Roll of cheaper grade, but 
ruled and printed exactly like those now in use. 

1 Receipt Book, 1 Order Book, regular grade. 
15 Badges (10 Officers' and 5 membership). 
These supplies shall be boxed and marked " For organizing 
Corps of fifteen members or less " and in no case shall these sets 
of supplies be broken or used except as herein stated. And when a 
Corps instituted with these supplies shall need additional supplies, 
they shall obtain them at the requisition price. This is in jus- 
tice to both the National and Departments. Price of supplies 
for instituting a Corps of fifteen members or less, ten dollars 
to the Corps, eight dollars to the Department. Approved by 
the committee. 
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Moved by Mrs. Miller of Illinois to accept the report of the 
committee. Seconded by Miss Rule of Tennessee. 

Mrs. Turner: I will say that we found that we must do 
something to lessen the expense of organizing small Corps, and 
ten Rituals is quite an expense, and we tried to make up a list of 
supplies that Corps could have at a cost of ten dollars, 
and if we could leave out seven Rituals it was a material lessen- 
ing of the cost of supplies. Now to have the officers' duties 
printed on the cards is just as effective as if the duties were read 
from the Ritual, and as we are trying to be just as economical 
in every way as we can, cards may be used for all officers, 
with the exception of the President, Senior Vice-President and 
Conductor. 

These cards are only to be used where a Corps is instituted 
with fifteen members or less, and all Corps instituted with more 
than fifteen members will use the regular supplies, including ten 
Rituals, and at the regular requisition price. We have had so many 
letters come to us asking. What can we do to institute a Corps that 
won't cost us over ten or twelve dollars, — small Corps that could 
not afford eighteen dollars, — I have spent all my spare time 
trying to find out how we could accomplish this fact, and this 
has been the very best that I could do. 

Mrs. Craig : I would suggest that the lady moving this, 
make a motion to combine Recommendations 12 and 13. 

Mrs. Oilman of Massachusetts : While I really approve of 
having the cheaper supplies, that does not come out of the Corps. 

Mrs. Turner : I would say to the lady from Massachusetts 
that it comes out of the National and the Department, and I am 
trying to lessen the cost to the Department so that they can make 
two dollars on a Corps. After a Corps has been running a 
little while, they have more money and they can buy more sup- 
plies at the regular price. The eighty-seven cents that the 
Rituals cost don't seem much to the large Corps, but to a small 
Corps it is a great deal. I am perfectly willing that Numbers 12 
and 13 be combined and acted on as one. 

National Senior Vice-President: Will the Chairman read 
Recommendation No, 13? 
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Mrs. Lowd : Recommendation No, 13 : I further recom- 
mend in this connection that the vote ' ' that ten Rituals be fur- 
nished with charter for a Corps" be made to read, " except in 
cases where Corps is of fifteen members or less, and organized 
with reduced supplies, when there shall be three Rituals issued 
and the remainder of officers* duties shall be printed on cards to 
correspond in quality and size with the Ode Cards." 

Mrs. Craig : I suggest that the two be combined. 

Mrs. Miller consented that the two be combined, and 
amended her motion to include Nos. 12 and 13. 

National Senior Vice-President : All those in favor of con- 
solidating the two will signify it by the usual voting sign of 
the Order. [Carried.] 

Mrs. Craig moved that we accept the report of the committee 
as consolidated. Seconded by Mrs. Burleigh of Massachusetts. 
[Carried.] 

Recommendation No. 14 naw No, 13: That in the next 
edition of cash books one-fourth of the number of pages be 
printed for Relief Fund and bound in the back of the book. 
Approved by the committee. 

Moved by Mrs. Bell of Wisconsin and seconded by Mrs. 
Stiesmeier of Missouri, that the report be accepted. [Carried.] 

Recommendation No, 14 : That a narrow red, white and 
blue ribbon be tied in a small bow between the bar pin and the 
emblem, ribbon to be furnished by National Treasurer to Depart- 
ment Treasurers, that it may be uniform. Approved by the com- 
mittee. 

Mrs. Warne of Massachusetts moved to accept the report 
of the committee. Seconded by Mrs. Oilman of Massachusetts. 

Mrs. Oilman : I feel that while printed supplies ought to be 
uniform, that we ought to be allowed to at least buy the ribbon 
of our badges in our own stores, as we have this red, white and 
blue ribbon in every store and this yellow ribbon also, and ^I 
don't think that we ought to be put to the expense of buying that 
ribbon from the National. 

Mrs. Lowd : May I say a word about this ? I am not in- 
terested in this personally, but I know a badge has been pre- 
pared for your inspection. Now it has been said that we can 
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buy ribbon in any country store or in our own city. A short 
time ago my attention was called to the ribbon furnished by the 
Department Treasurer of Massachusetts, — procured from the 
National Treasurer for the officers' badges, — and it differed so 
much from that which we formerly used that I said, How is it 
that we are having so many shades of blue ribbon? I looked 
around and found that we were not all using the same shade of 
blue. The ribbon that I had in my badge years ago is bright and 
fresh today. The ribbon used at the last institution faded out 
at once. If we can get a uniform shade and quality, by purchas- 
ing through the National Treasurer, who buys all of one manu- 
facturer, we ought to do it. 

Mrs. Turner : I will say that some months ago my attention 
was called to a ribbon on a badge and I made inquiries about it, 
and was told that it was bought from the Department Treasurer, 
who said it wasn't like the ribbon we had in the first years. I 
took the matter in hand and got a ribbon as near as possible like 
that formerly used, and sent it to our badge manufacturer and 
wrote him that was the ribbon that must hereafter be sent us for 
our badges. I also received a letter from him in reply to the 
one I sent, and a sample of the ribbon that he was having made, 
and I think that hereafter we shall find that the ribbons will be 
all right. 

Mrs. Ball, Department of Potomac: A yard of that red, 
white and blue ribbon will last us five years and will cost ten 
cents, and I think we had better get it from the Department 
Treasurer. 

Mrs. Bagley ; You all know the press badge, that it has a 
pencil and a scroll of paper. Why not remove that emblem 
and we will have a badge that will cost us nothing. 

Moved by Mrs. Burleigh of Massachusetts, and seconded by 
Mrs. Ludwig of Kentucky, That the report of the committee be 
adopted. 

Motion put and carried. 

Recommendation No. 15 : That all decisions passed by this 
Convention that in any way affect the laws of our Order, shall 
be added in their proper place in the next edition of Rules and 
Regulations and Red Book. Approved by the committee. 
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Moved by Mrs. Brigham of Massachusetts that the report of 
the committee be adopted. Seconded by Mrs. Wheeler of Massa- 
chusetts. [Carried.] 

Mrs. Clark of Massachusetts moved that the report of the 
committee as a whole be adopted iu full as amended. Seconded 
by Sarah J. Ross of Massachusetts. [Carried.] 

National President resumed the chair. 

Minutes of the two previous sessions read by stenographer 
and approved. 

National President : We will now listen to the report of the 
Committee on Report of the National Senior Vice-President. 

The report was presented by the Chairman, Mrs. Rosalie 
B. Condon of Nebraska. 



REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON NATIONAL SENIOR VICE-PRESIDENT S 

REPOltT. 

Mrs. Pre Hi dent and Ladies of the Fourteenth National Con- 
vention^ W,R.C, : We, the members of the committee, have 
carefully read the report of Senior Vice-President and recognize 
her willingness and ability to perform the duties of her office. 
We sympathize with her in the affliction caused by the accident 
to her husband, and deplore her consequent inability to accept 
the courtesies extended to her by the different Department Con- 
ventions. We feel that these Departments, in being deprived of 
her presence and kindly advice, sustained a very great loss. 
Respectfully submitted, in F., C. and L., 

Rosalie B. Condon, Nebraska, Chairman^ 

Annie W. Johnson, Potomac, 

Mary P. Morse, New Jersey, 

Alida Rule, Tennessee, 

Rachel Toomey, Texas, Committee, 

Moved by Mrs. Gwilt of Oregon, seconded by Mrs. Ross of 
Massachusetts, That the report of committee be accepted. 
[Carried.] 

Guard announced that a delegation of the Loyal Home 
Workers, bringing greetings to the National President and 
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National Convention, was in waiting. Moved by Mrs. Warne of 
Massachusetts, seconded by Mrs. Atkinson of California, That 
we suspend business and admit them. [Carried.] The delegation 
was escorted to the platform. 

National President: Members of the Convention, I have the 
pleasure of presenting to you Mrs. Kate B. Sherwood, President 
of the Loyal Home Workers, and a delegation from that Order. 
Convention, salute. 

Mrs. Sherwood : Mrs. President, On behalf of myself and 
the Loyal Home Workers, we come to extend greetings to this 
Fourteenth National Convention, and to you as one of those 
who helped us to organize at Boston seven years ago. We 
were but beginning then, — those boys and girls are young 
men and women now. We know of the Woman's Relief Corps, 
but this is the first time that we have been privileged to enter 
the National Convention, and we want to say to you that in our 
work we have supplied a flag for the school at Stevensburg, 
Culpeper County, Va., and have voted to send two more for 
adjoining schools, by request. I will leave the Secretary, Mr. 
Amos L. Seaman, to speak for the Association. 

Mr. Seaman ; Mrs. President, I heard something a few 
moments ago that occurred to me as rather funny and rather 
peculiar. I do not know how it sounded to the rest, but it 
seemed very funny to me, and it seems more so as I think of it. 
I was out with a couple of young ladies who happened to be 
members of this delegation of Home Workers, — of course you 
can see who they are, — and one of them said to me, '' Do not 
call on me for I cannot speak." That was the first time in my 
life that I ever heard that a woman could not speak, and now I 
find that a woman has said in a few words all that I could say 
if I spoke all the afternoon. I want to refer to you, Mrs. Presi- 
dent, before this body. It was about six years ago that this 
Association was organized, and had it not been for the magnifi- 
cent work done for your boys and girls in Boston, there would 
have been no Loyal Home Workers today. On behalf of its 
fifteen thousand members we thank you. And in appreciation of 
your help in our beginning, I present to you, Mrs. President, this 
little badge of our Association. You will see the colors are red. 
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white and blue, and the forget-me-not is the flower adopted by 
our Order. 

I would like to 8ay to the ladies that the Loyal Home 
Workers is an organization which has come into existence mainly 
through patriotic teaching, not merely to exercise it in our 
national meetings but to exercise it for three hundred and sixty- 
five days in the year, teaching lessons of patriotism, by flag 
raising and so on, and I desire to call the attention of this 
Convention to the Association while we are here, and if, at any 
time, I can give any information regarding the same, it will 
give me great pleasure to do so. 

National President: Mr. Seaman, Secretary Loyal Home 
Workers, — I never thought that the little 1 did for you boys and 
girls in Boston was scarcely worth your remembrance. It was 
only to set you straight in your meetings until you could settle 
down to thorough work under your guiding star, Kate B. Sher- 
wood, who never fails when she has Pro Patria for her watchword. 
I am glad you are taking up the grand work of putting flags over 
the schoolhouses in Virginia. It is a work you young people 
will see grow as the years go on. For this lovely little badge 
please accept my grateful thanks. I shall wear it with pleasure 
as a souvenir of the visit of your delegation to the Relief Corps 
Convention of 1896, over which I have the honor to preside. 

Mrs. Hinkley of Georgia: I would like to ask Mrs. Sher- 
wood if she would not extend the good work and put a flag over 
the schoolhouses in our State. 

Mrs. Sherwood : I would say that we are not attempting to 
work where the Relief Corps goes. The request that came was 
from a little white boy who attended the Encampment at Wash- 
ington and saw the old flag waving. He said that nobody in 
Culpeper County had ever seen our flag, and would not we send 
them one, and so we did ; then they wrote for another and I put 
in a request that the Loyal Home Workers send them some litera- 
ture. And for the first time, on Memorial Day the white people in 
Culpeper County hailed the national emblem and kept Memorial 
Day. Just before I left home, I had a letter from this boy, 
begging us to send more flags, for all the children in the adjoining 
schools wanted a flag like their flag, and in the schoolhouse 
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where he is, when the first flag went up, the children sat up until 
midnight, they were so afraid that some one would harm it. 
Although we have not very much money, we are going to take 
care of Culpeper County. 

The delegation was then escorted from the hall. 

Mrs. Lowd of Massachusetts asked that Mrs. Clare H. 
Burleigh, Superintendent of the W.R.C. Home, be presented to 
the Convention. Mrs. Burleigh was escorted to the platform. 

National President : I am very glad to present to this Con- 
vention a woman who lives daily her loyalty and love for the 
grand work that we are maintaining, Mrs. Clare H. Burleigh, 
the Superintendent of the National W.R.C. Home. Convention, 
salute. 

Mrs. Burleigh : Mrs. President, Ladies of the Convention, — 
I am perfectly well aware that it would not be proper or wise to 
occupy time that is of so much value to you, and you are doubt- 
less wishing that you might go home to your night's rest, but as 
I remember my parting with the inmates of the Home when I 
came here, 1 cannot but be glad that I am given an opportunity 
to bring to you the messages of love and sweet remembrance of 
grateful kindness which they gave me for you. They were stand- 
ing about the door as I took the carriage, many of them crying, 
some who were unable to come down were at the windows, and 
I want to assure you that there is not one of you who is not 
remembered in their prayers. They love you a great deal. 
They have lost their relatives, many of them on the battlefield, 
and have sacrificed everything, their homes have been swept 
away and the. little property that was to have been theirs in their 
declining years. May I ask that you will remember them when 
Christmas time comes around? Send them fruits and jellies 
as you think they need. I don t think you realize what you are 
doing, that you are putting comfort into their lives, into the lives 
of the women who cannot get it themselves. I am glad of the 
opportunity to speak to you here and tell you of them. We have 
a most delightful home there. And when you go to your homes 
I ask that you remember them. Don't forget us. 

Mrs. Alice Scott of Missouri : Ladies, I want to ask you one 
question. You probably do not know the difficulties that we labor 
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under at the South. In my own town the white people have a 
Post, — you are probably not aware that in the extreme South 
we must have a separate Post for the colored comrades. If there 
could be some way so that the men and women could go together 
into a Post or Corps we might have many organizations and get 
along. I want to ask this Convention to evolve some way by 
which we could organize these men and women in Posts or Corps. 
I want to see them organized and I know how anxious they are. 
My Corps is one hundred and twenty-five miles from my home 
and I would be so glad if we could have a Post or a Corps there. 
I want to ask if you cannot think of some way, make some law 
that will help us along that line. The negro has had the shackles 
of slavery removed, but now he must have the shackles of igno- 
rance removed from his mind, and you women, you gave your sons, 
you gave your fathers, your husbands, that we as slaves might be 
liberated. As I heard you speak of Andersonville, I thought of 
some from my masters own family that starved to death there, 
and I thought what a price has been paid for my freedom, and 
now it remains for you and your children to take the next step 
and remove the shackles of ignorance. I am proud tonight of 
the negro blood in my veins, when I can say, and history bears 
me out in it, that the first martyr who laid down his life for 
freedom in Boston was Crispus Attucks, a negro. You have 
friends and relatives all over the South, and I want to ask you 
all to help us further. My heart goes out to this work. Do 
something to help us organize ourselves. 1 haven't time to give 
you all the difficulties ; I might give you information that would 
help you in the work that you are doing. You alone can help 
the negro as no other organization can do. I will close by singing 
you a song composed by a negro after the battle at Fort Pillow. 

Mrs. Scott then sang very sweetly a touching song with the 
refrain, — 

" The flag let it wiive, wave, wave. 
O'er the land of the free, but ne'er o'er a slave." 

Voted on motion of Mrs. Frances E. Moore of Montana, 
seconded by Mrs. Inman of Maine, that we adjourn until nine 
o'clock tomorrow morning. [Carried.] 



Digitized by 



Google 



260 FOURTEENTH NATIONAL CONVENTION OF 



FRIDAY MORNING SESSION. 

Morning session called to order at nine a.m., National Presi- 
dent in the chair. 

Prayer by National Chaplain : Our Heavenly Father, sanctify 
to Thyself, this morning, our presence here ; the words that we 
shall speak ; the work that we shall do ; and may it all be to Thy 
honor and glory, and to the good of Thy humanity, for Christ's 
sake. Amen. 

One verse of " America ' was then sung. 

National President announced the fourth session open for 
business. 

Voted on motion of Mrs. Stiesmeier, seconded by Mrs. 
Cleary of New York, that the report of Mrs. Wittenmyer on the 
Anderson ville property be acted upon. [Carried.] 

Mrs. Wittenmyer: As the report has been read to you it 
does not seem necessary to again read it. 

Moved by Mrs. Lowd of Massachusetts, seconded by Mrs. 
Daniels of West Virginia, that only the recommendations be read 
and they be acted upon seriatim, [Carried.] 

Recommendation No. 1: That we accept as a sacred trust the 
Andersonville Prison property on the conditions proposed by the 
Department of Georgia G.A.R. 

Moved by Mrs. Lowd of Massachusetts, that the recommen- 
dation of the committee be adopted. Motion seconded by Mrs. 
Stiesmeier of Missouri. 

Mrs. Ball of Potomac: May I ask what the expense is 
going to be? 

National President : Ladies, no one of us can tell what the 
expense will be. If the other suggestions are accepted it will be 
under our control, and the expenses will be just what we make 
them. One recommendation is that we build a stockade where the 
boundary posts are. There will be some roads necessary, and as 
we can we will improve and make that eighty acres a very nice 
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spot, and I would like to see an arch built over the spring and a 
culvert under the road or it will be washed away. 

Mrs. Lowd of Massachusetts : I have been making a little 
estimate of this matter since it came to my knowledge, and night 
before last I had the privilege of meeting the Department Com- 
mander of Georgia and asking him some questions about it. Most 
of them have been answered in this report. One question I asked 
was what the income was that they were receiving from that 
property. As our chairman has informed us, it is let to the 
former owner of the place and he uses it in raising corn and 
cotton, and I was told that they received about sixty dollars a 
year, which covers the taxes and running expenses. 

Mrs. Wickins of Kansas : The Department of Georgia is 
not able to keep this property as it should be kept in my opinion. 
I looked at the financial side and I think that we should consider 
that. We cannot afford to lose this opportunity of improving this 
sacred ground. It should be a monument to the Woman's Relief 
Corps after we are gone. We can improve this as we are able to. 
If we would go on with the report of this committee we should 
see that they have mapped out a way whereby we may manage 
this property. I hope that we will improve this opportunity and 
accept the gift. 

Mrs. Gwilt of Oregon . I think we can get out of the diffi- 
culty and still carry it along on business principles. The chair- 
man of the committee has recommended that we build a stockade 
around the twenty-five acres. Suppose we have it fixed up and 
charge a price of admission ; people would go from all over the 
country to see it, and in that way, while we run on business 
principles, we will pay the expenses. 

National President : I will say to the lady, that the locality 
is such there would be nobody that would ever visit the place, 
unless it might be some man who suffered imprisonment there. 
At the present time it is visited by about a thousand people a 
year. At certain times of the year it is almost impossible to get 
there, and it is not located where anybody outside of a person 
having a life interest in the place would ever visit it. It could 
never be a park, never have boulevards built around it. It is not 
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in a locality where it would ever be available for anything of that 
kind. 

Mrs. Bell of Wisconsin : I would like to ask for information. 
What credit would it be to the Grand Army now that we are a 
united nation, now that our Union has been preserved? It seems 
to me that it would not be such a great credit to us to maintain 
something to keep before us the fact that we have been at war 
with each other, and that our soldiers have suffered at the hands of 
our Southern brothers. 

Mrs. Wittenmyer: Now that seems very reasonable. In 
the first place I will add just a few words to it, to the old soldiers 
who suffered there all the agonies of death and didn t die. In the 
next place, I am willing to shake hands over every other chasm 
but this one. Anything else, all the horrors of war, and I saw 
enough of it; but I saw the men who came out of Andersonville, 
when they didn t know their own friends, their own mothers, — 
suffered out of their senses ; and I for one cannot reach my hands 
over that awful chasm of the past. Give us this one spot at least 
to hold sacred. The horrors there were worse than the horrors of 
Cuba, and we are mourning over them, and for my part I think 
we should make our history plain on that, and for ever and ever 
put the stamp on such cruelty. I don't want to raise up anything 
that will be an aggravation to the South, but in that place where 
nobody but Union men will go, I want to put something for those 
heroic men who suffered and died. No, let us take Andersonville 
as it is and make it a sacred place. I don't want to aggravate 
them, but if you look out for that, you must take down your 
monuments, for they in time will be an aggravation. 

Mrs. Plummer, National Chaplain : I want to say a word on 
this subject : When I was a very little child I heard my people 
speak of the Sepoy Rebellion, which many of you do not remem- 
ber. It was the mutiny of the native Indian troops against the 
Queen's British forces in India. During that rebellion occurred 
the massacre of the helpless captives at Cawnpore, mostly women 
and children, by Nana Sahib. One hundred and twenty of them 
were thrown into a well — some of them alive. Over this 
well the British Government built a granite structure, an 
enduring monument enclosing it, on which is inscribed : *' Here 
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lies entombed a great company of Christian people, mostly 
women and children," etc. That spot is a mecca to the 
English people. Upon it their tears fall. The rebellion was 
put down — all is peace now, yet this monument stands forever. 
The British did not forget their one hundred and twenty martyrs. 
Shall we forget our thirteen thousand boys who fell in Ander- 
sonville ? 

Mrs. Atkinson of California : 1 want to know why we could 
not have a fund of five dollars a year from each Department 
towards perpetuating this. 

Cries of '' Question." Motion put whether to accept the gift. 
[Carried.] 

Mrs. Wittenmyer : I will read the next recommendation ; 
" We recommend that a stockade, as nearly like the old as is 
possible, be erected on the site of the old line." 

Moved by Mrs. Winans of Ohio, That we accept the report 
of the committee. 

Seconded by Mrs. Burleigh of Massachusetts. 

Mrs. Wittenmyer: I recommend this stockade, because it 
was a stockade in the beginning. And we can put up a stockade 
around that twenty-five acres much cheaper than we could a stone 
wall. We cannot put a stone wall around there for less than 
nineteen thousand dollars. 

Moved by Mrs. Parker of Massachusetts, That we build the 
stockade when we can afford to do so. Seconded by Mrs. 
Martin of Missouri. 

National President : It is moved and seconded that we build 
a stockade around the twenty-five acres in the centre of the eighty 
acres constituting the prison pen, when we can afford to do so. 
[Carried.] 

Recommeudation No. 3 : That a committee or Board — I 
should recommend a Board of Management — be elected at this 
Convention, one to sei've five years, one four years, one three 
years, one two years, and one for one year, and annually there- 
after, one each year to serve five years, just as we do in the 
Home Board ; and that such Board of Management arrange the 
transfer of the property and have charge of the business connected 
therewith, subject to the approval of the National Woman's 
Relief Corps. 
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Mrs. Lowd of Massachusetts : I move that we accept the 
recommendation with the amendment that our National President, 
Mrs. Turner, be made Chairman of the Board of Management. 

Seconded by Mrs. Craig of Wisconsin. 

National Senior Vice-President called to the chair. 

Mrs. Turner, National President: I would like to amend 
the motion by adding that the Commander-in-Chief G.A.R., the 
National President W.R.C., and the Commander-in-Chief Sons 
of Veterans be members ex officio of the Board each year. 

National Senior Vice-President : All those in favor of the 
recommendation as amended will signify it by the usual voting 
sign of the Order. [Carried.] 

National President resumed the chair. 

The guard then announced that Mrs. John A. Logan and her 
daughter, Mrs. Mary Logan Tucker, were waiting admittance to 
the Convention. Business was suspended and the ladies escorted 
to the platform. 

National President: Mrs. Logan, we are always glad to 
meet you in our Conventions, for we honor the woman, as we 
honored the man whose name you bear. Ladies, Mrs. John A. 
Logan and daughter. Convention, salute. 

Mrs. Logan : I cannot reply without saying how it delights 
my heart to see you all. I am sure that you feel this has been 
among the most delightful Encampments we have ever had. 
The good people of St. Paul, it seems to me, have done more 
than we could have asked them to do, and they have made it so 
bright and beautiful in every way for everyone who has pleased 
to come in and accept of their hospitality. I am so glad that it 
has been done, and we will all hope to meet again next year in 
Buffalo. And before I say goodbye I want to give these flowers 
of a royal hue to a royal woman, the one who has conducted you 
so safely through the past year. 

National President : For your bright cheery words and for 
these beautiful flowers I thank you. While I cannot give you the 
sweetness of the flowers, I can give you the picture of the man 
who has stood by our Order so loyally the past year, the Com- 
mander-in-Chief of the Grand Army of the Republic. [Presenting 
her with a badge.] 
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The National President then presented to the Convention 
Mrs. Mary Logan Tucker. 

Mrs. Tucker : I feel today as I never felt before, that I have 
the honor to be the daughter of one of the noblest men that this 
country ever knew. I told a gentleman yesterday that while my 
mother had the high honor to be the widow of John A. Logan, 
I had the double honor of being the daughter of Mrs. Logan and 
John A. Logan. 

National President : I think I can say that the grace and 
sweetness of the father and mother are blended in the daughter. 

After the ladies were presented with badges they were given 
the Chautauqua salute and escorted from the hall, the pianist 
thoughtfully playing the '* Vacant Chair.'' 

Convention resumed business and Mrs. Wittenmyer read 
Recommendation No, 4 of her report: That for the preserva- 
tion of the Andersonville Prison property and the building 
of a stockade and other improvements, each member of the 
Woman's Relief Corps be asked to raise or contribute five cents, 
this fund to be raised in any way that the members may deem 
best and that donations be asked for from all who will aid us in 
carrying out this patriotic enterprise. 

Moved by Mrs. Clark of Massachusetts, That we accept the 
report of the committee. 

Seconded by Mrs. Putnam of New York. [Carried.] 

Mrs. Clark of Massachusetts : 1 want to make a statement 
that I will volunteer through my own personal efforts to raise one 
hundred dollars for the purposes of this fund. 

Mrs. Hampton of Michigan : I volunteer to raise one 
hundred dollars through my own personal efforts. 

Mrs. Brigham of Massachusetts : I will raise another 
hundred dollars. 

Mrs. Lowd of Massachusetts : I volunteer to raise another 
hundred dollars. 

At this point it wa^ decided to have the ladies come to the 
desk of the Secretary and make their pledges, which were as 
follows : — 

Eraily L. Clark, Mass $100 00 

Mrs. Emma Stark Hampton 100 00 

Helen A. Brigham, Mass 100 00 
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Pa. 



I 



$100 00 
100 00 
100 00 

100 00 



100 00 


100 00 


100 00 


100 00 


100 00 


100 00 


50 00 


50 00 


50 00 


50 00 


50 00 


50 00 


50 00 


50 00 



Department of Iowa .... 

Emma B. Lowd, Mass 

Emma F. Cresslnger, Ohio . 

Mrs. Sarah A. Bowman of Homestead, 

pledges for Andrew Carnegie 
Mrs. Maria L. Mumford, Mauch Chunk, Pa., per 

sonal 

Mrs. Henrietta Stiesmeier, St. Louis, Mo. . 

Catherine E. Atkinson, Cal. and Nev., within a year, 

Ellen M. Putnam, Buffalo, N.Y. . 

Annie P. Cleary, New York . 

Department of Minnesota 

S. Caroline Stahl, Bradner, Wood Co., O., voucher 

for Randall No. 222, Prairie Depot, O. . 
Mrs. Mary S. Johnston, personal contribution 
Department of Michigan .... 
*' " Vermont .... 

*' '* South Dakota 

Mrs. Kate Johnson for Dept. of Maryland . 
Department of Louisiana and Mississippi 
Mary L. Gilman, Mass. 
Mrs. Belle Satterly, St. Louis, Mo. 
Mrs. Hattie L. Beach, St. Joseph, Mo 
Mrs. Rachel A. Hall, Trenton, Mo. 
Dorcas H. Lyman, 38 Newton St., Faneuil, Mass 
Sarah J. Ross, Mass. 
Sarah A. C. Plummer, Lansing, Mich 
Mrs. Jei?nie I. Rue, Houston, Texas, voucher for 

Geo. B. McClellan Corps No. 16 
Helen M. Mooers, 361 Irving Place, Milwaukee, 

Wis., personal ..... 

Mrs. Eleanor B. Wheeler, Mass. . 
Mrs. Belle J. Palmer for Dept. of Maine 
Mrs. Mattie Farnham, Edgerton, O. 
Florence O. McClelland, Chicago, 111. . 
Mrs. Elsie Hinkley, Tallapoosa, Ga. 
Mrs. Isabel Worrell Ball, Washington, D.C. 
Mrs. Lucy Rossiter, Farragut Corps, 111 
Mrs. Rose Clark, Columbia Corps, III., 
Department of Tennessee, 
Mrs. Helen Putnam, Chillicothe, O., , 
Mrs. Edith M. Wood, Pittsburg, Kan., 
Miss Carrie Hallowell, Kidder, Mo., 
Mrs. Elizabeth Ewing, Phcenixville, Pa. 
Mrs. Mattison, Washington and Alaska, pledges a 

generous contribution. 

Total, $1,865 



25 00 

25 00 
25 00 
10 00 

10 00 

10 00 
10 00 
10 00 
10 00 
10 00 
10 00 
5 00 



Paid 

at 

Convention 



00 
00 
00 
00 
50 
50 
50 



50 



Digitized by 



Google 



THB woman's belief CORPS. 257 

Voted on motion of Mrs. Lowd of Massachusetts, seconded 
by Mrs. Scott of Missouri, That we adopt the report as a whole. 
[Carried.] 

National President : It seems to me that it would be well for 
us to send a committee to the National Encampment of the Grand 
Army now in session, notifying them of the action of this Con- 
vention in regard to the Andersonville Prison property. 

If there are no objections I will appoint the following com- 
mittee : Annie Wittenmyer of Pennsylvania, Ella Jordan Mason 
of Maine and our National Chaplain, Sarah A. C. Plummer of 
Michigan. 

The Credential Committee are now ready to report. 

Report presented by Mrs. Harriette L. Reed, National 
Secretary. 

REPORT OP CREDENTIAL COMMITTEE. 

Mrs, President and Members of the Fotirteenth National Con- 
vention^ W.R,C.: Your committee begs leave to report that the 
entire number entitled to representation in the Fourteenth 
National Convention is 699 ; number present and entitled to 
vote, 353 ; necessary for a choice, 177. 

Respectfully submitted in F., C. and L., 

Harriette L. Reed, Massachusetts, Chairman, 

Abbie Lynch, Pennsylvania, 

Eleanor B. Wheeler, Massachusetts, 

Julia P. Nason, Rhode Island, 

H. Lizzie Foster, New Hampshire, 

Committee. 

National President : The next order of business is the elec- 
tion of officers. The National Secretary will call the roll of 
Convention. 

After roll was called the National President appointed the 
following tellers : Ellen M. Putnam of New York, Lucinda A. 
Scott of Missouri, Helen R. Griffith of Iowa. 

National President: Nominations are now in order for 
National President. 

Mrs. Mary A. Sims of Indiana: It has been said, I know 
not how true, that in the early stage of the rebellion, a council 

17 
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was called, at which a place of prominence was to be given to 
some one, and an Indianian was suggested ; when, with much 
surprise and in a sneering manner, one of the officials exclaimed : 
*'What! a Hoosier for that place? You cannot expect any 
good thing to come out of Indiana. Hoosiers will not fight." 
Poor deluded man ! Indiana came very quickly to the front and 
was soon recognized as an important factor in all military affairs. 
And we are proud of the fact today that Indiana soldiery stood 
second to no other State in the Union, for their deeds of valor, 
bravery and devotion to the old flag; thus controverting the 
assertion that ** no good thing could come out of Nazareth." 

But was the patriotism confined to the husbands, fathers, sons 
and brothers? Not at all. We sent our quota of army nurses to 
the front, who did valiant service for our country, besides the 
thousands of wives, mothers, daughters, sisters and sweethearts 
who stayed at home; organized their Soldiers' Aid Societies, 
made tons of lint and miles of white rolled bandages for the 
wounded; cared for the children, the home and the farm; then 
when the war was over and the smoke and din of battle was a 
thing of the past, and the Woman's Relief Corps came into exist- 
ence, how grandly did our women come up to this work, believ- 
ing no labor too great nor sacrifice too dear for the boys who 
wore the blue. 

It has never been Indiana's honor to have a National Presi- 
dent ; though twice having asked for it, the prize was carried off 
by other States. But there was no sulking in the Indiana tent, 
for we have always been just as loyal to our National President, 
no matter from what State she came, as if the honor were ours. 
But the third time is the charm, and we come again asking this 
recognition at your hands for what we have done for the Woman's 
Relief Corps. It is my pleasure to present for your suffrage a 
woman not unknown to you. She has served the Department as 
its President, the National as an Aide and as Inspector, and in 
nominating Mrs. Hitt I do so unhesitatingly, unreservedly, be- 
lieving her to be thoroughly qualified to perform the duties of 
the office. 

Her executive ability will command the admiration of all. 
A parliamentarian, but with charity toward all, she will rigidly 
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adhere to and enforce the Rules and Regulations. We know so 
well her judgment, her ability, her thoroughness; that she is 
wise in counsel and in full sympathy with the Grand Army of 
the Republic. She has showu by her past work that she is a 
safe, careful leader, and capable of guiding us to still greater 
success. Ladies, I nominate for National President, Agnes Hitt 
of Indiana. 

The Department of Indiana rose in a body and seconded the 
nomination. 

Mrs. Zeigler of Tennessee seconded the nomination. 

Departments of Nebraska, Wisconsin, Minnesota, Massa- 
chusetts, New York and Ohio and many others, seconded the 
nomination. 

Mrs. Dockery of Missouri: We bring to you a candidate 
for National President. Missouri gave to the Union 109,000 of 
the bravest soldiers that ever bled, and we bring to you today a 
woman who is faithful and true, a woman who has been weighed 
in the balance and not found wanting. Twice elected as Presi- 
dent of our Department and she has held other offices, and while 
we gladly appreciate the ability of the Indiana candidate, we are 
proud to place before this Convention the name of Sarah J. Mar- 
tin of Missouri for National President. 

Mary J. Smith of North Dakota seconded the nomination of 
Mrs. Martin. 

Kansas seconded the nomination of Mrs. Martin. 

Mrs. Martin of Missouri : t desire to withdraw my name in 
favor of Mrs. Hitt. I would also move that the nominations be 
closed and the Secretary be instructed to cast the vote of the 
Convention for Mrs. Agnes Hitt of Indiana. 

Seconded by Mrs. Atkinson of California. 

National President ; All those in favor of the National Sec- 
retary casting one ballot for Agnes Hitt for National President 
will signify it by rising. [Carried.] 

The National Secretary cast the ballot as directed. 

National President: Ladies, you have elected Agnes Hitt 
of Indiana as National President for the ensuing year. Mrs. 
Sims, Department President of Indiana, will conduct Mrs. Hitt 
to the platform. 
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Mrs. Atkinson asked that Mrs. Martin be allowed to conduct 
Mrs. Hitt to the platform. 

The National President granted the request. 

Mrs. Martin : Mrs. President, I present Mrs. Agnes Hitt, 
the unanimous choice of the Convention for National President. 

National President : Ladies, I have the honor and pleasure 
of presenting to you the officer of your choice. Aid her in the 
discharge of her duties, give her your earnest and active co- 
operation at all times, and her year's service for you will be a 
grand success. 

Mrs. Hitt : Ladies, Sisters, — so many expressions of kind- 
ness have been showered upon me since I came to St. Paul that 
the thought uppermost in my mind has been, " What have I done 
to deserve them?" I pledge you that so far as my ability ex- 
tends, I will follow in the footsteps of the magnificent women 
who have led you through the years of the organization of the 
Woman's Relief Corps. I thank you. 

Mrs. Ransford of Indiana: Mrs. Hitt, the Department 
President of Indiana has delegated to me the pleasant duty of 
expressing to you, through this floral tribute, our congratulations. 
I need not tell you that Indiana allows no Department to excel 
her in loyalty to either the principles to which we stand pledged 
or to the National standard bearer, for you, who have gone in 
and out among us, know this far better than words can express. 
Indiana appreciates the honor that has come to her through your 
election as National President. Accept this tribute with the wish 
that your administration may be crowned with success. I am 
also commissioned by the Department of Indiana, Grand Army 
of the Republic, to convey to you their best wishes and these 
flowers. Here are represented the colors which to us bear especial 
significance, the red, white and blue. 

Mrs. Hitt : While it is gratifying in the extreme to have the 
approval of this Convention, the most gratifying thing of all is 
that the Department of Indiana, Woman's Relief Corps, and the 
Department of Indiana, Grand Army of the Republic, have 
approved your choice. I thank you more than I can express. 

National President : Nominations are now in order for 
National Senior Vice-President. 
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Mrs. Cumings of Pennsylvania : I rise to put in nomina- 
tion the name of a woman who has faithfully worked for the 
Order in Minnesota, who is on the Citizens' Committee, and one 
who has worked for this Convention, Mrs. Marie Hasenwinkle. 

Mrs. Alice J. Boardman of Minnesota seconded the nomina- 
tion saying, " she has worked faithfully for a great many years 
and this year the work of our Woman's Relief Corps has gone all 
over the land, and we can say of her ' she hath done what she 
could ■ and the report has come back to us ' well done.' " 

Vermont, Oregon, Indiana, Iowa, Nebraska, Maine and 
California seconded the nomination of Mrs. Hasenwinkle. 

Mrs. Ball of Potomac : If there are no other nominations I 
would like to move that the nominations be closed and that the 
National Secretary be instructed to cast the vote of the Conven- 
tion for Mrs. Hasenwinkle. 

Mrs. Chaffee of New York seconded the motion. 

National President : All those in favor of the National Sec- 
retary casting the vote of the Convention for Mrs. Hasenwinkle 
for National Senior Vice-President, will signify it by the usual 
sign of the Order. [Carried.] 

The National Secretary cast the ballot as directed. 

National President : I now declare Mrs. Marie Hasenwinkle 
of Minnesota our National Senior Vice-President for the coming 
year. 

Mrs. Hasenwinkle conducted to the platform. 

National President : Ladies, I present to you Mrs. Hasen- 
winkle, who has been unanimously elected National Senior Vice- 
President. 

Mrs. Hasenwinkle : Mrs. President, Ladies of the Conven- 
tion, you have given me to your National President as one of her 
officers. I will endeavor to bear this trust sacredly and prove by 
my faithfulness and fidelity to my duties that you have made 
no mistake. I cannot say more. 

National President: Nominations are now in order for 
National Junior Vice-President. 

Mrs. Julia A. Chase of Kansas : I desire to nominate a lady 
from Kansas. She came there when a girl. She has lived in 
Kansas and identified herself with the work of the Woman's 
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Relief Corps. She has served the Department in many ways and 
has been an honor to Kansas, and we are proud to place in nomi- 
nation the name of Edith M. Wood for the oflBce of National 
Junior Vice-President. 

Seconded by Mrs. Alrich of Kansas. 

Mrs. Wickins of Kansas : Knowing the good work Mrs. 
Wood has accomplished, I wish to second her nomination. 

Mrs. Martin of Missouri, the Departments of Ohio, Nebraska 
and others seconded the nomination. 

Mrs. Belle J. Palmer of Maine presented the name of Mrs. 
Mary J. Inman of Maine. 

Mrs. Plummer, National Chaplain : I honor the ladies whose 
names have been presented, but before coming over here and before 
knowing whose names were going to be presented for any of these 
offices, I made a pledge and a solemn covenant with myself 
that there was one name I would present for some office here. 
Six years ago, ladies, your honored President, Mrs. Wittenmyer, 
sent me through the South. It was my first effort to travel for 
the organization. I endeavored to organize as I went along, and 
when I struck that ground between old Fort Monroe and Point 
Comfort, in sight of the place where the battle between the 
Monitor and the Merrimac was fought, a good woman came to 
me and taking me into her hospitable arms said : " I am so glad 
you have come, I am standing alone." I organized the first 
white corps in the South in the Old Dominion, Amelia F. Colgan 
President I think, of the Hampton Corps there. A white woman 
among the colored people, placing flags over the schoolhouses. I 
know she will serve us to the best of her ability. Not to oppose 
the names of any of these other women who have been presented 
here, but to represent the Corps in our far South, I present to 
you the name of Amelia F. Colgan of Virginia for National 
Junior Vice-President. 

National Senior Vice-President called to the chair. 

National President: I want to say a few words for Mrs. 
Colgan and not to belittle the services that any other candidate 
has rendered the Order. Mrs. Colgan has done more to keep up 
the standard of the colored Corps in Virginia than any other 
woman in our Order. The colored members there fully realize 
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that at present they cannot have a National officer from that State 
and they ask that Mrs. Colgan may represent the Order in 
Virginia. She worked hard in putting flags over the school- 
houses ; she has inspected Corps and worked early and late for 
the good of the Woman's Relief Corps ; on Memorial Day she 
gathers the children from miles around and in the National Ceme- 
tery gives them a lesson in patriotism ; and for her hard work in 
any line of duty, for her truth and honesty, I heartily second her 
nomination. 

National President resumed the chair. 

Mrs. Inman of Maine : While I rise to thank my Department 
for the honor they have conferred upon me, I withdraw my name 
in favor of the lady whom the President has just named. I am 
satisfied to be a private in this great army of the Woman's Relief 
Corps. 

Mrs. Lowd of Massachusetts : I fully endorse all the good 
things that our President has said about Mrs. Colgan, and I 
desire to second that nomination, but enter a protest against 
what has been said, that we cannot have a colored woman as a 
National officer, after the magnificent address that we listened to 
last night from Mrs. Scott, the colored delegate from Missouri. 

National President : I said we could not have one at present 
from Virginia. 

Mrs. Miller of Illinois, Mrs. Wheeler, Mrs. Clark, Mrs. 
Graham and Miss Mecuen of Massachusetts, Mrs. Putnam of 
Vermont, Mrs. Mason of Maine and Mrs. Milham of Minnesota, 
seconded the nomination. 

National President : If there are no further nominations, I 
will declare the nominations closed. 

Conductors, you will distribute ballots to Convention, col- 
lect the same, and place them in the hands of the tellers. 

Mrs. Sherwood, Chairman of Committee on Telegrams and 
Greetings, presented her report : — 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON GREETINGS AND TELEGRAMS. 

Mrs, President and Members of the Fourteenth National Con- 
vention^ W.B,C. : Greetings have been forwarded to all Past 
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National Presidents. I will say that we have received a response, 
from Mrs. Mink, which is as follows : — 

Kate B. Sherwood, 

W.B.C. Convention^ Presbyterian Churchy corner of 10th and Cedar 
Streets, St, Paul, Minn, 

Fraternal Greetings. Through prayers, kindly deeds, and skilful 
attendance, am improving daily. Mizpah. 

SARAH C. MINK. 

The following telegrams and letters have also been re- 
ceived : — 

Malden, Mass., Sept. 3, 1896. 
Mrs. LiZABETH A. Turner, 

National President^ W.B.C.y St. Paul, Minn. 
Prevented by severe illness from attending Convention. I send 
greeting to the auxiliary of the grandest organization on earth. God 

bless you all. 

E. FLORENCE BARKER, 

Past National President^ W.B.G. 



Boston, Mass., Sept. 2, 1896. 
Mrs. LiZABETH A. Turner, 

National President^ W,B.C., St. Paul, Minn. 
My heart is with you. Loving loyal greetings to all. 

SARAH E. FULLER, 
Past National President, W.B.G. 



Bloomington, III., Sept. 3, 1896. 
Mrs. LiZABETH A. Turner, 

National President, W.B.C.^ St. Paul, Minn. 
Stand by the old veterans. Time for them is short. 

SUE A. PIKE SANDERS, 
Past National President, W. B.C. 

Fall River, Mass., Sept. 2, 1896. 
Mrs. LiZABETH A. Turner, 

National President, W.B.C, St, Paul, Minn. 
Illness necessitates absence. Accept sincerest wishes for a profit- 
able Convention. 

MARY G. DEANE, 
Past Department President, W.B.C. 
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EvANSViLLB, IND., Sept. 2, 1896. 
LiZABBTH A. Turner, 

National President^ W.B.C.y St, Paul^ Minn. 
Cordial greeting to National Convention, best wishes for pleasant 
meeting. 

JENNIE MYERHOFF, 
Past Department President, W.B.C, 

CcEUR D*Alene, Idaho, Sept. 2, 1896. 
Mrs. LiZABETH A. Turner, 

National President^ W.R.C,^ St, Paul, Minn, 
Greetings of the infant Department to our parental household. We 
bid you Godspeed. 

MATTIE D. BUDLONG, 
Department President^ W.B.C. 

Columbus, Ohio, Sept. 3, 1896. 
LiZABETH A. Turner, 

National President, W.B.C, St. Paul, Minn. 
Fraternal greetings to all. May God be with you till we meet 
again. 

MARY E. BANCROFT, 
Past Department President, 

San Francisco, Cal., Sept. 3, 1896. 
Mrs. LiZABETH A. Turner, 

National President.^ W.B.C, St, Paul, Minn. 
Lincoln Relief Corps sends cordial greetings to Fourteenth Na- 
tional Convention. 

LILLIE C. MILNE, 

Corps President. 

Occidental Hotel, San Francisco, Aug. 24, 1896. 
LiZABETH A. Turner, 

National President, W.B, C 
My Dear President: This world would be a paradise if all our 
wishes could be realized, and just now my greatest desire is to be able 
to leave tomorrow to attend the National Convention to be held at St. 
Paul. Disappointment is the fate, to some extent, of all mortals, and I, 
in common with the rest of humanity, must bear my share. However, 
my greatest duty and obligation is to one veteran who cannot leave his 
business just now, and only in thought can I be with you all when you 
gather for pleasure and profit in the city of St. Paul. Accept my heart- 
felt congratulations for a pleasant and profitable year, and may the good 
angel Peace keep and guard you and the entire Convention under her 
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outspread wings. Please say for me to the assembled members of our 
beloved Order, that If I do not see them before, I shall hope to meet and 
greet them all In the Sunset City of the Golden West In 1898. May har- 
mony and good will prevail throughout your deliberations Is the sincere 
wish of 

Yours in F., C. and L., 

ELIZABETH D'ARCY KINNE, 

Past National President, W,B.C. 

Denison, Iowa, Aug. 31, 1896. 
Mrs. LiZABETH A. Turner, 

National President, W.R.C., St, PauU Jfdinn. 
Dear Madam : Please accept most sincere congratulations upon the 
favorable termination of your year's '* labor and love." To send my 
** regrets " very feebly expresses my disappointment at not being able to 
attend your Convention as well as to hold sweet counsel with the many 
friends I have learned to honor and love In our mutual efforts for the 
good of our Order. The " duty that lies nearest " at this time Is the 
necessity of hastening my journey to California where I expect to place 
my two children In school for the coming year. While I am busy with 
the " last things " to be done In closing my home, my thoughts will often 
wander toward St. Paul and the many friends there assembled. Please 
convey to the Convention my cordial greeting and receive for yourself 
my earnest wishes for a harmonious and successful Convention. 
Most sincerely yours In F., C. and L., 

MARY SEARS McHENRY, 
Past National President, W.B. C. 

Detroit, Mich., Aug. 30, 1896. 
LiZABETH A. Turner, 

National President W.P.C. and Members of the Fourteenth National 
Convention, 

Greeting : Words fall to express my regret at not being able to be 
with you, for I had looked longingly forward to the clasping of hands, 
the meetings and the greetings, to being partaker In the feast of good 
words and works as the various officers reviewed that which had been 
accomplished during the year, and from their experiences suggested 
plans for the greater advancement of the welfare of our Order during 
the months to come. 

In Imagination I shall look Into your faces and hear the familiar 
voices of many friends, for, 

" Lulled in the countless chambers of the brain 
Our thoughts are linked by many a chain,* * 

but the shadow that now hangs so heavily over my home and heart 
makes duty very plain. 
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I desire to express my gratitude and appreciation for the courtesy 
extended me by the various Departments in sending their General Or- 
ders and Journals of Convention ; also for the beautiful souvenir badges 
and many kind letters that have been sweet tokens of remembrance, 
binding together the memories of the past with the activities of the 
present. 

May the ** white dove of peace " hover over each session, and may 
strife and personalities be forgotten in the earnest desire to accomplish 
that which shall redound to our honor and the best interests of the pre- 
cious work so dear to the hearts of us all. 

Sincerely yours in F., C. and L., 

ARMILLA A. CHENEY, 
Past National Treasurer^ W.B.C. 

The Dalles, Ore., Aug. 18, 1896. 
LiZABETH A. Turner, 

National President, W.B.C. 
Fraternal greetings to officers and members of the Fourteenth Na- 
tional Convention. May peace and harmony prevail, and all your delib- 
erations be prolific of glorious results to our beloved Order. Regret 
more than words can express that I can be with yoii only in spirit. 

B. JANE RUSSELL, 
Past National Counselor , W.B.C. 

San Antonio, Texas, Aug. 29, 1896. 
LiZABETH A. Turner, 

National President, W.B.C. ^ St. Paul, Minn. 
It is with many regrets that I must say to you that I cannot attend 
the Convention. It is one of the disappointments of my life. I hope 
my secretary may be allowed a voice in Convention, as she has gone from 
this far South at her own expense, with very little change in railroad 
rates. Please accept greetings from this weak Department. Also con- 
vey my hearty appreciation to the numerous Departments for invita- 
tions. 

Yours in F., C. and L., 

LILI F. KLINE, 

Department President, W.B.C. 

Saginaw, Mich., Sept. 1, 1896. 
LiZABETH A. Turner, 

National President^ W.B.C. 

I sincerely regret that I cannot be with you and the noble women 

of our loved Order assembled at the Fourteenth National Convention of 

the Woman's Relief Corps. I shall be with you all in thought and 

prayer, and sincerely hope that you may have a happy and harmonious 
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Convention. Please extend loving greetings to my own Michigan delega- 
tion; my heart yearns to be one of their number. I trust that each 
member will bear her part grandly and nobly, and work with a zeal for 
the success of our noble Order, that is so dear to our hearts. Kindly 
accept hearty congratulations upon the success of your splendid year's 
work, and I trust your successor may be endowed with equal devotion 
and zeal. With regret and best wishes, I remain, my dear President, 

Fraternally yours, 

NELLIE PRINCE QUIMBY, 
Department Senior Vice-President^ W,B. C. 

St. Louis, Mo., Aug. 31, 1896. 
Mrs. Lizabeth A. Turner, 

National President Woman^s Belief Corps^ Auxiliary to the G.A.B. 
Dear Madam : The greatest delusion of mankind is, that each mag- 
nifies their own Individual importance, and apparently the same ingenuous 
simplicity moves me to greet the Fourteenth National Convention 
W.R.C. with a Godspeed, added to a special prayer for harmony, peace 
aud freedom from unpleasant interruptions, believing that a true ex- 
pression of goodwill from a loyal worker of our Order is worth a 
thought after all. 

Especially give my love to Mrs. Craig, Wittenmyer, Wallace, oh 
dear! why did I begin to write any names? as the names marshal them- 
selves in my mind with their bright, loving faces, making such a long 
procession, that I must forbear; so give my love to all those who know 
or ever cared for me ; none others want it. 

Regretting exceedingly that I cannot accept your kind invitation to 
the reception, I am 

Yours fraternally, 

HOLLEN E. DAY, 
Editor St, Louis Picket Guard. 

Englewood, III., Aug. 31, 1896. 
LiZABETH A. Turner, 

National President ^ W.B,0. 
I regret very much my inability to attend the National Convention 
at St. Paul. But owing to sickness in my family of my only sister it is 
impossible for me to be present. 

May you have a delightful Convention, one that will be to every 
member an inspiration forever, and may peace and prosperity crown 
every effort. 

Again let me thank you for the honor conferred as National Aide. 
Lovingly yours in F., C. and L., 

LEAH STRANG, 
National Aidey W.B,C. 
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Toledo, O., Sept. 1, 1896. 
Mrs. LizABBTH A. Turner, 

National President^ W.B,C.j and Members of the Fourteenth Na- 
tional Convention, W.B.C. 

Greetings: To the Woman's Relief Corps of the United States, the 
daughter organization, the Ladies* Aid Association of the Sons of 
Veterans, sends best wishes. To you and your good works may a loyal 
and loving people say, " Well done, thou good and faithful servant." May 
the work you are now doing, when intrusted to our care and keeping be 
as faithfully and tenderly performed as your systematic, loyal deeds. 
Surely *' by their fruits ye shall know them." 
God speed the Woman's Relief Corps. 

Loyally yours, 

KATE G. RAYNOR 

For Committee, 

Omaha, Neb., Sept. 1, 1896. 
Mrs. LizABETH A. Turner, 

National President, W.B.C. 
Dear Friend : I find that I shall be deprived the pleasure of meet- 
ing with you this year. My oldest son is too sick for me to leave him. 
It is a source of sorrow to me to not see the crowning glory of your 
year of hard work. I hope you will send me the badges so I can have 
some token to remind me of your glorious year. Kindly give the dear 
sisters my love and assure them that my heart is always with them. 
Mr. and Mrs. Richards, my neighbors, will' present this to you, and you 
can give them the badges. With much love from my wife^and myself, 
Your friend always, 

PAUL VAX DER VOORT. 

Greetings have been prepared for Clara Barton, who is 
expected to be in New York if she cannot reach us. She has 
been in Turkey, helping the Armenians. 

Respectfully submitted in F., C. and L., 

Kate B. Sherwood, Ohio, Chairman^ 

Louise B. Robbins, Michigan, 

Louisa M. Smith, California, 

Sarah E. Pickering, Idaho, Committee, 

Moved by Mrs. Cain of Massachusetts, seconded by Mrs. 
Carroll of Ohio, that the report be adopted. [Carried.] 

National President : Ladies, have all voted who wish, for 
National Junior Vice-President ? If so I will declare the ballot 
closed. 
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The committee appointed to carry the news of the accept- 
ance of the Andersonville Prison property to the G.A.R. are 
ready to report. 

Mrs. Wittenmyer : Ladies, before I was admitted I had to 
send in my name and promise not to speak but five minutes. At 
first I felt it was a very cold reception, but when we told them 
what we had come for they received us with a round of cheers, 
and I said we didn't come here to ask for money, and they 
cheered, and 1 told them all we had done and all we proposed to 
do and that we had already raised over $1,000, then I introduced 
Mrs. Mason, who spoke briefly, and they sent us out with cheers. 



Comrade Bell of New York offered the following resolution 
at the National Encampment Grand Army at St. Paul : — 

Besolvedy That we heartily commend the patriotic and generous 
action of the Woman's Relief Corps in providing for the permanent 
preservation of the site of the Andersonville Prison pen. 

The resolution was unanimously adopted by the Encamp- 
ment. 



The Guard announced that Maj. John L. Clem of the 
U.S.A., Department Commander of Georgia, was waiting for 
admittance. Moved by Mrs. Daniels of West Virginia, seconded 
by Mrs. Wright of Connecticut, that we suspend business and 
admit him. [Carried.] 

Major Clem was escorted to the platform by Mrs. Lowd. 

National President : Ladies, I have the pleasure of present- 
ing to you the famous " Drummer Boy of Shiloji," who com- 
menced the defence of the Union with drumsticks and ended it 
with a gun. Convention, salute. 

Maj. John S. Clem : Ladies of the Fourteenth National 
Convention, it gives me great pleasure to meet you here today. 
I want to thank you all for taking up that matter of the Ander- 
sonville Prison property. We turn over this property to you free 
of all debt, but we have nothing more with which to carry out our 
plans. We know that the ladies make a success of everything 
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they undertake, and we thank you very much for taking this off 
our hands. I am delighted to meet you. 

Mrs. Wittenmyer: I want to say this is one of my boys of 
Chiekamauga and Shiloh and lots of other places. I knew him 
when he was a little tiny fellow, just after and just before he was 
made a lieutenant in the army and was put on Thomas' staff. In 
my book I wrote this all up and I hope you will read it. This 
is my boy Johnny Clem. 

National President : Although you wear the badge of loyal 
men, I want you to wear the badge of the loyal women of this 
Union. [Presenting Major Clem with a badge.] 

The comrade then retired, the pianist playing " Marching 
through Georgia.'* 

Mrs. Sherwood of Ohio : While we are waiting for the tellers 
to report, I would ask that the report of Committee on Patriotic 
Teaching be taken up, as it was omitted last year on account of 
the limited time. 

National President : The Committee on Report of Committee 
on Patriotic Teaching will present their report. 

Mrs. Sherwood ; This is the report of a committee on a 
committee. As I understand it, the Committee on Patriotic 
Teaching is a standing committee. 

Moved by Mrs. Miller of Illinois, That the Report of Com- 
mittee on Committee on Patriotic Teaching be read. Seconded 
by Mrs. Wittenmyer of Pennsylvania. [Carried.] 

Mrs. Florence H. Gates, Chairman, read the report. 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON 
PATRIOTIC TEACHING. 

Mrs, President and Members of the Fourteenth National Con- 
vention W.R.O. : We most heartily appreciate the earnest en- 
deavors made by this committee to promote the advancement of 
this branch of our work, and we commend each recommendation 
to every Department President, and through them to their re- 
spective Corps, thereby aiding the National Committee in pro- 
mulgating the true spirit of patriotism in the hearts of every boy 



Digitized by 



Google 



272 FOURTEENTH NATIONAL CONVENTION OF 

and girl in the land. We admire the spirit that prompted these 
ladies to make the resolution given in their report, for justice, 
mercy and patriotism should go hand in hand. 

Respectfully submitted in F., C and L., 

" Florence H. Gates, Vermont, Chairman. 

LuciNDA A. Scott, Missouri, 
Emma J. Sodthwick, New York, 
Manda J. Halsted, Michigan, 
Marie Hasenwinkle, Minnesota, 

Committee. 

Mrs. Atkinson of California, moved that the report be ac- 
cepted. Seconded by Mrs. Miller of Illinois. 

Mrs. Ransford of Indiana : I would like to ask one thing : I 
never heard before of a special committee reporting on a stand- 
ing committee. In all our legislative bodies the committee makes 
their report direct, because they know what the report means and 
are able to present it intelligently, so that the Convention can 
understand it 

Mrs. Wittenmyer of Pennsylvania : When a committee, a 
standing committee, makes a report with recommendations in it, it 
has always been customary to have a committee appointed to 
consider the recommendations. The report of this committee is 
in our hands just as the reports of all the other officers. I move 
that hereafter when a standing committee makes a report with any 
recommendations in it, a committee be appointed to consider it 
and report on it, then there will be no misunderstanding about it. 

Mrs. Ransford of Indiana : It may have been done but I 
don't think so ; I think that a standing committee should report 
directly to this body. They were appointed a year ago and they 
should report to us. 

National President : The committee has reported, and it is 
moved and seconded to accept the report, and it is now before us 
for action. 

Mrs. Ransford : I would like |to have some light on this 
subject, whether a special committee can report on a standing 
committee. Does the President decide that the special committee 
can report? If she does, I would like to appeal from that 
decision. I would like to get the sense of the Convention. 
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National Senior Vice-President called to the chair. 

Mrs. Lowd of Massachusetts : I trust this appeal will not 
stand, and I move that the National President be sustained in the 
appointment of this committee and that this committee proceed. 
They have done their work, they were appointed in good faith, and 
if it is customary that we have them, I move that we sustain 
the National President in what she has done. 

Mrs. Wallace of Illinois : I desire to vote to sustain the 
National President, but would not want it considered a precedent. 

Mrs. Ball of Potomac : As a member of the Committee on 
Patriotic Teaching I want to say that Mrs. Wallace has stated 
my position exactly. I think the National President should be 
sustained. 

Mrs. Ransford : I withdraw the appeal, but I would like the 
sense of the Convention on the other point. 

National Senior Vice-President : Those in favor of sustaining 
the President will please rise. 

Convention voted to sustain the President. 

National President resumed the chair. 

Moved by Mrs. Robbins of Michigan, seconded by Mrs. 
Atkinson of California, that the report of the committee be 
adopted as a whole. [Carried.] 

National President : The Tellers will now report on the 
ballot for Junior Vice-President. 

Mrs. Putnam, Chairman : Whole number of votes cast, 230 ; 
necessary for a choice, 116. Mrs. Wood receives 65 and Mrs. 
Colgan 165. 

National President : Ladies, you have elected Mrs. Amelia 
F. Colgan of Virginia as National Junior Vice-President for the 
ensuing year. 

Nominations for National Treasurer are now in order. 

Mrs. Lowd of Massachusetts : I want to place in nomina- 
tion a woman who for the past year has attended to our financial 
interests. I am not going to take any time, but nominate for 
National Treasurer to succeed herself, Mrs. Isabelle T. Bagley 
of Ohio. 

National President : With the permission of the Convention 
I should like the privilege of seconding the nomination of Mrs. 
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Bagley, as I can vouch for her accuracy and promptness during 
the past year. 

Nomination seconded by Mrs. Daniels, Chairman of Execu- 
tive Board, Mrs. Sherwood and many others. 

Mrs. Reed of Massachusetts : Mrs. President, I desire to 
second the nomination of Mrs. Bagley. No one in our Order has 
been in a position to know the quality of her work any better 
than myself and I most heartily testify to her eflOiciency, faith- 
fulness and complete understanding of the duties of National 
Treasurer. 

Moved by Mrs. Bobbins of Michigan, and seconded by Mrs. 
Cressinger of Ohio, That the National Secretary cast one ballot 
for Isabelle T. Bagley as its choice for National Treasurer. 
[Carried.] 

The National Secretary cast the ballot as directed. 

National President: Ladies, you have unanimously elected 
Mrs. Isabelle T. Bagley National Treasurer for the ensuing year 
and you have made no mistake. Mrs. Lowd will conduct Mrs. 
Bagley to the platform. 

The National President introduced the National Treasurer- 
elect to Convention. Mrs. Bagley expressed her thanks and 
appreciation of the honor conferred in a few well-chosen words. 

Mrs. Cumings of Pennsylvania moved that we adjourn 
until two o'clock. Seconded by Mrs. Bodge of Connecticut. 
[Carried.] 



FRIDAY AFTERNOON SESSION. 

Convention called to order at 2 p.m.. National President in 
the chair. 

National President : Conductors will take up the password. 

This was done and Conductors reported all present members 
of the Woman's Relief Corps. 

National President : Nominations for National Chaplain are 
now in order. 
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Mrs. Craig of Wisconsin : Knowing that we are honored by 
our officers, and that they should be the best women from all our 
Departments, I would like to place in nomination one from South 
Dakota, Alice M. Pickler, whose husband stands at the head of 
the Pension Committee of the House of Representatives at 
Washington and who can aid us in all lines of work. She has 
been Department Chaplain for two terms and will ably fill this 
office. We ask your vote for Alice M. Pickler of South Dakota. 

Motion seconded by North Dakota, Kansas, Connecticut 
and Missouri. 

Mrs. Witlenmyer: I feel that I would like to say a few 
words for this lady, whom I know personally and who has visited 
me at my home many times, but I want to speak also of her hus- 
band, who is just behind her in everything that she can do for 
our Order. He is a good friend of the Woman's Relief Corps. 
He is chairman of the Pension Committee of the House of Repre- 
sentatives and his help in our pension work has been wonderful, 
and we have every reason to believe that he will stand by us. 

Mrs. Sherwood of Ohio seconded the nomination. 

Mrs. Wallace of Illinois : I desire to second Mrs. Pickler's 
nomination, and move that her election as Chaplain be made 
unanimous. 

Seconded by Mrs. Cleveland of South Dakota. 

Mrs. Connor, Department President, South Dakota : I think 
I know Mrs. Pickler as well as any one in this Convention, and 
if you could hear in my voice the voice of all of South Dakota, 
borne on the breeze that comes down from the hills, you would 
hear, " Vote for Alice M. Pickler," and I ask the vote of the 
Convention for her, as South Dakota has never asked for any 
National office, and we would like to have this one. This is the 
first time we have asked for a National representative. 

National President : 1 would be glad if there were offices so 
that every Department might have a National representative. I 
am sure, however, that South Dakota has kept quiet until they 
have a claim on our consideration. 

National President : It is moved and seconded that the elec- 
tion of Mrs. Alice M. Pickler as National Chaplain be made 
unanimous. All in favor will signify it by rising. [Carried.] 
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Mrs. Pickler was conducted to the platform. 

National President: Ladies of the Convention, I am very 
glad to have the pleasure of introducing Alice M. Pickler, whom 
you have elected as your National Chaplain for the ensuing year. 

Mrs. Pickler : I am unable to find words to express my appre- 
ciation of this honor, and can say but this : I thank you with all 
my heart, and all I can do to perform the duties of my office, I 
shall do, and may God bless us, every one. 

National President: The Ladies' Citizens' Committee have 
tendered a reception this afternoon to their Chairman, Mrs. 
R. M. Newport, and have kindly invited us all to be present. 
As we still have much business to transact, I will appoint the 
following ladies to represent us at the reception : — 

Past National President Charity Rusk Craig of Wisconsin, 
National Instituting and Installing Officer Ella Jordan Mason 
of Maine, and Past National Secretary Eleanor B. Wheeler of 
Massachusetts. 

Guard announced that a delegation from the National 
Encampment of the Grand Army were in waiting. 

Moved by Mrs. Wheeler of Massachusetts and seconded by 
Mrs. Clark of Massachusetts, That business be suspended and the 
comrades admitted. [Carried.] 

Mrs. Sherwood of Ohio : I take great pleasure in present- 
ing to you the committee from the Grand Army, Past Depart- 
ment Commander I. F. Mack, one of our Ohio boys, Comrade 
E. J. Mitchell of New York, Comrade Jack Crawford of New 
Mexico and Comrade Wm. F. Daly of Indiana. 

National President : Ladies of the Fourteenth National Con- 
vention, I have the pleasure of presenting the comrades who bring 
us greetings from their Encampment. Convention, salute. 

Comrade Mack, we will be pleased to hear from you. 

Comrade Mack : Mrs. President and Women of the Relief 
Corps, I need not tell you that the Grand Army appreciates its 
auxiliary, nor that we recognize the great work that you have 
been doing for us for many years. We do not need to remind 
you every morning and every night that we appreciate you. You 
came to the assistance of the Grand Army when it needed recog- 
nition and help and we have found embraced in your organization 
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the essentials of Fraternity, Charity and Loyalty. We have 
found all the requisites in the Woman's Relief Corps necessary to 
make a perfect auxiliary to the Grand Army and what more can 
we ask? We might try other organizations, but I know from 
observation and experience that the experiment would not be to 
our advantage. 1 therefore bring to you from the National En- 
campment congratulations on the work that you have done in the 
past year, in the promise for the future, and the assurance that 
the Grand Army will stand by the bride of its youth, the Woman's 
Relief Corps. All of us realize the necessity of woman's work, 
in what we have to do. Without your help we cannot accomplish 
all we have to do, therefore we must depend on you, and God 
bless you all in the name of the Thirtieth National Encampment 
of the Grand Army of the Republic. 

National President: Comrade Edward F. Mitchell of New 
York. 

Comrade Mitchell : Mrs. President, Ladies of the Woman's 
Relief Corps, — I came with Comrade Mack, Comrade Daly and 
Comrade Crawford to bear to you the greetings of the Thirtieth 
National Encampment of the Grand Army, and I can only en- 
dorse what Comrade Mack has said in relation to the good work 
that the Woman's Relief Corps, the faithful auxiliary of the 
Grand Army, are doing, and I believe that I can say a little more 
than the comrade has said, in relation to the work of the Corps, 
for I have been working with six of the grandest ladies that we 
have in the State of New York for the past two years in further- 
ing the object for which we are organized and also in assisting 
them to get into shape for building for the widows and army 
nurses a home in the State of New York that would be a credit 
to us, and in taking care of all those who have not had the privi- 
lege of being cared for before. We have a Soldiers' Home, but 
the women have never been provided for ; but we have now got 
in our State a building that is a credit which will be opened in a 
few months. I wished to state this so that you would know that 
we have a plan by which those who have been forgotten before 
will now be taken care of. And in conclusion I wish to thank 
you for the pleasure which it has given me to be here today, and 
to extend the congratulations of the Grand Army to you. 
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National President: Comrade Wm. F. Daly of Indiana. 

Comrade Daly : Mrs. President, Ladies of the Relief Corps, — 
I consider it a great honor to have the privilege of standing in 
your presence today. I know of no greater honor that can be 
conferred upon any man or woman than to be a member of the 
Orders we represent, and I recognize this very important fact, 
that the world would not revolve upon its axis were it not for 
woman and her work in the world, and I know that no man can 
be successful in life, nor any organization live, without the aid of 
the women. I am glad of this opportunity of presenting myself 
here with my comrades on this occasion. I need not tell you that 
I am not a native Hoosier but a Hoosier by adoption, for I was 
bom in Connecticut and emigrated from that State into Indiana. 

National President : Comrade Crawford, we can't let you oflP 
any easier than the others. 

Comrade Crawford : Ladies of the Woman's Relief Corps, 
Sisters, — Many a time I have said Sisters when I have visited a 
Woman's Relief Corps and the girls used to give me the laugh, 
as much as to say. What business has he to say sisters? because 
I considered that I was a good member of the Woman's Relief 
Corps. Mrs. Turner and I have run together a good ways back 
there in Massachusetts. Now, I want to say this, that the proudest 
moment of my life was when I was made a member of the 
Woman's Relief Corps, and I will tell you how it was. It was at 
Portland, when our Commander Logan was with us. I was 
standing around and about to retire, when some one told me I 
was to report at the Headquarters of the Woman's Relief Corps, 
and the National President, Mrs. Sherwood, took a badge and 
pinned it on me and said, I want you to be one of us. 

I think that the boys, the sons and the brothers who fought 
and who fighting fell, did their duty better because they knew 
that the loved ones at home were praying for them. It was a 
Christian mother that kept me to the front and made me brave. 
I think I have told you the story before, how my mother called 
me to her side and said to me, " My dear boy, I want you to 
promise me that you will never allow a drop of intoxicating drink 
to pass your lips. I want you to make me that promise." I gave 
her the promise, kneeling by her bedside, and amid all the temp- 
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tatioDs in the army and on the frontier, — and yon don't know 
what they are, and no one can know except those who have met 
them, — yet during all that time, and since, I have never let a 
drop pass my lips. I want to say to you here that no cross of the 
Legion of Honor has been so dear to me as this badge of the 
Woman's Relief Corps, and I am with you heart and soul and 
shall be until I am mustered out. 

I am going to recite to you just three verses of my own : — 

SUNSHINE. 
I never like to see a man a 'rastlin* with the dumps 
'Cause in the game of life he doesn't always catch the trumps, 
But I can always cotton to a free and easy cuss, 
As takes his dose and thanks the Lord it isn't any wuss. 
There ain't no use o' kickin' and swearin' at your luck ; 
You can't correct the trouble more'n you can drown a duck. 
Remember, when beneath the load your sufferin' head is bowed. 
That God'll sprinkle sunshine in the trail of every cloud. 

If you should see a fellow-man with trouble's flag unfurled. 
And lookin' like he didn't have a friend in all the world, 
Go up and slap him on the back, and holler *' How d' you do," 
And grasp his hand so warm he'll know he has a friend in you. 
Then ax him what's a hurtin' 'im, and laugh his cares away, 
And tell him that the darkest night is just afore the day. 
Don't talk in graveyard palaver, but say it right out loud. 
That God'll sprinkle sunshine in the trail of every cloud. 

This world at best is but a hash of pleasure and of pain ; 
Some days are bright and sunny and some all sloshed with rain ; 
And that's just how it ought to be, for when the clouds roll by, 
We'll know just how to 'predate the bright and smilin* sky. 
So learn to take it as it comes, and don't sweat at the pores 
Because the Lord's opinion doesn't coincide with yours, 
But always keep rememberin', when cares your path enshroud. 
That God'll sprinkle sunshine in the trail of every cloud, 

Mrs. Gwilt of Oregon asked permission to present Comrade 
Crawford with the badge of Oregon. 

Mrs. Palmer, Department President of Maine, presented 
Comrade Crawford with the badge of her Department. 

The National President presented the comrades with badges 
and they were escorted from the hall, the pianist playing " The 
Star Spangled Banner." 
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National President : Nominations are now in order for the 
first member of the Executive Board. 

Mrs. Carr of Colorado : I desire to place in nomination, as 
the fii^t member of the Executive Board, Mrs. Griffith of Iowa. 
I know that she will bring to the work her wonderful executive 
ability and that she will be an honor to the National organization. 

West Virginia, Iowa, Nebraska, Kansas, Montana and Wis- 
consin seconded the nomination. 

Mrs. Wittenmyer : I want to say of Mrs. Griffith that the 
Relief Corps of that State expended between three and four hun- 
dred dollars to take an army nurse through the Chicago Hospital. 
Mrs. Griffith had charge of that work. 

Mrs. Carr : I move that the Secretary be instructed to cast 
one ballot for Mrs. Griffith as first member of the Executive 
Board. 

Mrs. Milham of Minnesota seconded the motion. 

National President: All those in favor of the Secretary 
casting the vote of the Convention, signify it by rising. [Carried.] 

National Secretary cast the ballot as directed. 

National President : Ladies, you have elected Mrs. Helen R. 
Griffith of Iowa, as first member and chairman of the Execu- 
tive Board. 

Nominations for the second member of the Executive Board 
are now in order. 

Mrs. Mason, National Instituting and Installing Officer: 
I rise to place in nomination a woman who has been all along the 
line of work in Minnesota. I have the pleasure of presenting the 
name of a woman who has worked very hard without any glory. 
Without her this Convention could not have been so successful 
as it is, and I have the honor and pleasure of placing in nom- 
ination the name of Mrs. Sarah E. Milham of Minnesota for 
second member of the Executive Board. 

Mrs. Wickins of Kansas seconded the nomination. 

Massachusetts, Missouri, Wisconsin, Illinois, New York and 
Colorado seconded the nomination. 

Moved by Mrs. Carr of Colorado, That the nominations be 
closed and the National Secretary cast one ballot for Mrs* 
Milham. 
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Mrs. Church of Nebraska seconded the motion. 

National President: I want to say one word in behalf of 
Mrs. Milham. I have many times been in perplexity to know 
what I should do when ladies have come to me to know where they 
would stop when they came to St. Paul, and I have always flown 
to her, and she has always helped me in every way possible. 

It is moved and seconded that the National Secretary cast 
one ballot for Sarah E. Milham for second member of the Execu- 
tive Board. All in favor will rise. [Carried.] 

The National Secretary cast the ballot as directed. 

National President: Ladies, you have elected Mrs. Sarah 
E. Milham of Minnesota, as second member of the Executive 
Board. 

Nominations are now in order for third member of the Ex- 
ecutive Board. 

Mrs. Chase of Kansas : Ever since the day when Kansas 
and Nebraska were organized, they have worked together. They 
are united, and I want to speak, from my personal knowledge, of 
the good that Mrs. Abbie A. Adams has done, and to nominate 
her as third member of the Executive Board. 

Nebraska, Iowa, Indiana, Wisconsin, Maine and Massachu- 
setts seconded the nomination. 

Moved by Mrs. Condon of Nebraska and seconded by Mrs. 
Alrich of Kansas, that the National Secretary cast one ballot for 
Mrs. Abbie A. Adams. 

National President : All those in favor of this motion will 
signify it by the usual voting sign of the Order. [Carried.] 

The National Secretary cast the ballot as directed. 

National President : Ladies, you have unanimously elected 
Mrs. Abbie A. Adams of Nebraska as third member of the 
Executive Board. 

Nominations are now in order for fourth member of the 
Executive Board. 

Mrs. Sherwood of Ohio: I have been watching the turn of 
affairs, feeling that you were electing magnificent members for the 
Executive Board, and also that you were electing them west of the 
Mississippi River, but when it was said to me, '*' Do not put them 
all in the West," I said, we know no West or East or North or 
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South, and I place in nomination a candidate from the Pacific 
coast, Mary Scott Myers of Oregon, as fourth member of the 
Executive Board. I wanted to nominate her for Junior Vice- 
President, but my conscience would not allow me to speak against 
Amelia F. Colgan of Virginia. 

Kansas and Michigan seconded Mrs. Myers' nomination. 

Mrs. Sine of Illinois : I am not going to put in nomination 
one from the South or from the North, but am going to bring 
mine from the Middle States, Emma J. Southwick, Past Depart- 
ment President of New Jersey. 

Mrs. Milham and Mrs. Cumings seconded the nomination of 
Mrs. Southwick. 

Mrs. Ransford of Indiana : I desire to place in nomination 
the name of Mary E. Inman of Maine. 

Mrs. Clark of Massachusetts, Mrs. Mason and Mrs. Millett 
of Maine, seconded the nomination of Mrs. Inman. 

Moved and seconded that the nominations be closed. 
[Carried.] 

National President : I declare nominations closed and you 
will prepare your ballots for fourth member of Executive Board. 
Mrs. Mvers, Mrs. Southwick and Mrs. Inman are the candidates. 

While the ballot is being taken we will listen to the Com- 
mittee on Counselor's Report. 

Report read by Mrs. Caroline H. Bell, Chairman. 

REPORT OP COMMITTEE ON COUNSELOR'S REPORT. 

Mrs. President and Members of the Fourteenth National Con- 
vention^ W.E,C. : Your Committee on the Report of National 
Counselor have examined the report, and as each opinion ren- 
dered seems to be in accordance with Rules and Regulations, 
your committee approve the report as a whole. 

In conclusion the committee most heartily sympathize with 
the National Counselor in the great loss she has sustained during 
the year. 

They feel that Mrs. Wickins is at home in the decisions of 
National Conventions or she could not have rendered opinions so 
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correctly in the midst of such great sorrow which has been so 
bravely borne. 

Respectfully submitted in F., C. and L., 

Caroline H. Bell, Wisconsin, Chairman^ 
Sarah E. Fulton, New York, 
Julia A. Chase, Kansas, 
Olive M. Laux, Oklahoma, 
Amitys p. Manchester, Montana, 

Committee, 

Mrs. Miller of Illinois : I move. that we accept the report of 
the committee as a whole. 

Seconded by Mrs. Putnam of New York. 

National President : All those in favor of the report being 
adopted as it stands, signify by the usual voting sign of the 
Order. [Carried.] 

National President: Committee on National Secretary's 
Report will now report. 

Miss Jennie Bross, Chairman, presented the report. 

REPORT OP committee ON NATIONAL SECRETARY'S REPORT. 

Mrs, President and Members of the Fourteenth National Con- 
vention^ W,R,C. : The committee appointed on the report of the 
National Secretary, have carefully examined the same and heartily 
commend the efficient and able manner in which her work has 
been performed. 

Respectfully submitted in F., C. and L., 

Jennie Bross, Illinois, Chairman, 
Emma F, Cressinger, Ohio, 
Annie P. Cleary, New York, 
Elizabeth Skeel, Wisconsin, 
Florence M. Griffith, Iowa, 

Committee, 

Moved by Mrs. Johnson of Potomac that the report be 
accepted as a whole. Seconded by Mrs. Brigham of Massa- 
chusetts, and Mrs. Gwilt of Oregon. 

Mrs. Miller of Illinois : I want to call your attention to the 
report of the Secretary, on page 53. I am making this statement 
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at this point of the meeting, but it does not affect the report of 
the Secretary, but does affect the Department of Illinois, and we 
want to make the statement before it is adopted. A person to 
look at it would think that the deficiency was last year, when it 
did not occur at that time. We would like to have it read, 
" by error since the year 1891," so that it won't appear in my 
administration. 

National President : It is moved and seconded that we accept 
the report of the committee with the correction requested by Mrs. 
Miller, if there be no objection. [Carried.] 

We will now listen to the report of Committee on National 
Junior Vice-President's Report. 

Report presented by Mrs. Putnam of Vermont, Chairman. 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON REPORT OF NATIONAL JUNIOR 
VICE-PRESIDENT. 

Mrs, President and Members of the Fourteenth National Con- 
vention^ W.R.C. : Your committee appointed to examine the 
report of the National Junior Vice-President have performed that 
duty. We heartily endorse her recommendation that Rules and 
Regulations, Chap. II., Art. VIII., Sect. 11, be revised to read, 
" and read Treasurers quarterly report, kept on file, at first 
regular meeting in new quarter," instead of " and report in 
writing." 

We feel that our National Junior Vice-President is zealous 
in our work and desires to have the work of our Order uniform 
and rules so plain that " he who runs may read.'* 

Respectfully submitted in F., C. and L., 

A. Louise Putnam, Vermont, Chairman^ 
Maria E. Leeds, West Virginia, 
Sarah M. McCown, Oregon, 
Kate G. Vallandigham, North Dakota, 
Adelia Hale Connor, South Dakota, 

Committee. 

Moved by Mrs. Bristol of Illinois, seconded by Mrs. Cook 
of Nebraska, that we adopt the report of the committee. 
[Carried.] 
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National President : Have all balloted who wish for fourth 
member of Executive Board? If so, I declare ballot closed. 

National President: Mrs. Wallace, Chairman of Committee 
on Consolidation of Organizations of Women working in the 
interests of the Grand Army, will now present her report. 

The report was read by Mrs. Emma R. Wallace, of Illinois, 
Chairman. 

REPORT OP COMMITTEE ON CONSOLIDATION OF ORGANIZATIONS OP 
WOMEN WORKING IN THE INTERESTS OP THE GRAND ARMT. 

Mrs, President and members of the Fourteenth National 
Convention, W.B.C. : Your committee appointed one year ago to 
consider the question of the " consolidation of orders of women," 
would report, that upon the suggestion of the chairman of the 
committee appointed by Commander-in-Chief Walker, action was 
deferred until they should report to the Grand Army Encamp- 
ment, which they did Sept. 3, 1896, as follows: — 

Ivan N. Walker, Commander-in-Chief Grand Army of the Bepuhlic, 
Indianapolis^ Ind, 

Commander : Your committee appointed to take into consideration 
the consolidation of the various women's organizations connected in 
any way with the Grand Army of the Republic, have given the matter 
careful thought and beg leave to submit the following report : — 

We And that in 1881 the National Encampment unanimously passed 
the following resolutions : — 

Resolved^ That we approve of the project of organizing a National 
Woman's Relief Corps. 

Resolved^ That such Woman's Relief Corps may use, under such 
title, the words " Auxiliary to the Grand Army of the Republic." 

But measures were not taken to put them into effect until 1883, and 
since that time the Grand Army of the Republic have recognized no other 
organization. The matter was thoroughly discussed at the Denver 
Encampment and the question of whether loyal women should be ad- 
mitted to membership in the Woman's Relief Corps was left open by 
them for a year, then settled in the affirmative by a large majority. 
Your committee realize that at times it is very embarrassing for the 
Commander-in-Chief, also for Departments and local Posts of the Grand 
Army, to have two or more organizations working in the same line, and 
feel that we express the sentiments of all that they should be consoli- 
dated. We heartily concur in the statement of Commander Lawler in 
his address to the Twenty-ninth National Encampment, in which he 
saya : — 
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"• I believe that if there were fewer organizations and all working 
along the same line, there would be better results and more accomplished 
for the veterans of the war. In unity there is strength. I believe, 
judging from what I have seen, that there ought to be but one soldiers' 
and sailors' organization (and that the Grand Army), one woman's 
organization and the Sons of Veterans. These three, all working 
together, will accomplish more than we can if we scatter into so many 
different orders." 

Acting in sympathy with the above, while we do not desire to com- 
pel, we strongly urge that all should come under the banner of the 
Woman's Relief Corps, and that the Grand Army of the Republic and 
their faithful auxiliary move forward in their great charitable work for 
the relief of our suffering comrades and those dependent upon them. 

Respectfully submitted in F., 0. and L., 

J. G. B. Adams, Chairman, 
A. G. Weissbrt, 
Thomas G. Lawler, 
Matt H. Ellis, 

Committee. 

This report was signed by three Past Commanders-in-Chief 
and Past Judge Advocate-General Ellis, and was adopted by the 
Encampment with scarcely a dissenting voice. From the Com- 
mander-in-Chief's address we quote the following in reference to 
the matter, which was also unanimously adopted : — 

WOMAN'S RELIEF CORPS. 

In all of the duties and labor of the year, the Woman's Relief Corps, 
composed of the loyal women of the land, has been our constant friend 
and helpmate. I desire to add my testimony to that which has been 
frequently given by others in this position, to the loyal and eflficient ser- 
vices of this noble auxiliary organization. Abundant in their special 
work of charity, helpful in every field of labor, full of patriotic enthu- 
siasm, and happy to share with us the labor and glory of our Grand 
Army life. It has been my pleasure, during the past year, to meet the 
National officers at Boston and at many Conventions. I have heard good 
of it from all quarters; evil from none. I am glad, in this connection, 
to say a word in explanation of our attitude towards other organiza- 
tions of women, who seek to be useful to the Grand Army. To those 
who have, or will give attention to the record, there can be no question 
that the National Encampment held at Denver, in 1883, gave recognition 
to the Woman's Relief Corps as our auxiliary, and that it has remained 
silent in such action as to other organizations. The great success that 
has attended the Woman's Relief Corps has called into existence other 
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women's organizations, and these, very naturally, have antagonized 
the older organization in the affections of veterans, until we have the 
humiliating spectacle of comrades who fought for four years in the 
same file, and whose comradeship had been cemented in fifty battles, 
now, at this late day in life, ruthlessly torn asunder because their wives 
happen to belong to different woman's organizations It is human 
nature, and the good book declares ** that a man will leave father and 
mother and cleave unto his wife," so this state of affairs will continue 
until Encampment shall take some action that will finally settle the 
matter. Hoping to accomplish something in this direction, I appointed 
a committee of five comrades, composed of Past Commanders-in-Chief, 
those who had passed through the ordeal, to take up the question and 
see whether harmony or consolidation could not be brought about and 
the trouble stopped. This committee will report the result of its efforts, 
which I trust has been productive of good, and that harmony in the 
work of these organizations may be secured. 

Your committee feel that all that can at present be accom- 
plished has been done by the action of the Grand Army, which is 
most heartily endorsed. 

Respectfully submitted in F., C. and L., 

Emma R. Wallace, Illinois, Chairman^ 
Charity Rusk Craig, Wisconsin, 
Emma Stark Hampton, Michigan, 
E. Florence Barker, Massachusetts, 
Sarah C. Mink, New York, 

Committee. 



Mrs. McClellan of Illinois moved that we accept the report 
of the committee. Seconded by Mrs. Kyle of Illinois. [Carried.] 

Mrs. Sherwood of Ohio moved that the Convention extend 
to Mrs. Wallace and the other ladies on the committee a vote 
of thanks for doing the work to which they have given the entire 
year. Seconded by Mrs. Burleigh of Massachusetts. [Carried.] 

National President : Tellers are ready to report result of 
ballot for fourth member of the Executive Board. 

Mrs. Putnam, Chairman: Number of votes cast 183, neces- 
sary to a choice 92; Mrs. Southwick received 41, Mrs. Inman 
57 and Mrs. Myers 85. No choice. 

National President: There being no choice you will again 
ballot for fourth member of Executive Board. 
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Mrs. Inman of Maine withdrew in favor of Mrs. Myers of 
Oregon. 

Mrs. Sherwood moved that the Convention extend a vote of 
thanks to the Commander-in-Chief, Ivan N. Walker, and the 
committee appointed by him, who had done so much to help in 
the work of consolidating, and that it be sent through a com- 
mittee or left in the hands of the National President. 

Seconded by Mrs. Burleigh of Massachusetts. [Carried.] 

Mrs. Wittenmyer moved that the vote of thanks be sent 
through the National Secretary. Seconded by Mrs. Sherwood. 
[Carried.] 

The following letter was sent the Commander-in-Chief in 
accordance with the vote of Convention : — 



Headquarters National Convention, W.R.C. 

St. Paul, Minn., Sept 4, 1896. 
Ivan N. Walker, Commander-in-Chief G.A.B. 

The Fourteenth National Convention, Woman's Relief Corps, 
Auxiliary to the Grand Army of the Republic, have listened with great 
gratitude to the reading of the clause in your magnificent address upon 
the consolidation of woman's societies, using your name under the ban- 
ner of your oflicial ally, the Woman's Relief Corps ; also to the report of 
the committee upon your address and the unanimous approval of the same 
by the Thirtieth National Encampment. 

At the conclusion, a rising vote of thanks was tendered to you and 
your honored comrades, and we were instructed to express to you our 
joy that we have proven worthy the great trust imposed upon an associa- 
tion to which every loyal "woman who loves the flag and pledges her best 
work for the soldier and his dependents and honors the old flag is 
admitted to full membership. 

Pledging ourselves anew to the great principles of Fraternity, 
Charity and Loyalty, the loyal women of the great Republic, banded 
together by the men who saved the nation, will go forward in the cam- 
paigns of peace as they did in the dark days of war, side by side and 
heart to heart, until all over this broad land of ours there shall be in 
deed and in fact, '' One country, one language, one flag." 

Respectfully forwarded in F., C. and L., 

LIZABETH A. TURNER, 

National President. 
Harriettb L. Reed, 

National Secretary. 
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National President: We will now listen to the Report of 
Committee on National Treasurer's Report. 

The report was presented by Mrs. Arnold of Connecticut, 
Chairman. 

REPORT OP COMMITTEE ON REPORT OP NATIONAL TREASURER. 

Mrs. President and Members of Fourteenth National Conven- 
tion^ W,R,C.: Your Committee on the Report of the National 
Treasurer, having carefully examined the same and finding it 
correct, would cheerfully commend the care and thought evidenced 
throughout. 

We desire to call attention particularly to the added sum- 
mary, which enables the members to gather a full and compre- 
hensive knowledge of all lines of the work, the moneys received 
and expended, at a glance, without looking for them through 
the entire report. 

The work throughout shows that in the selection of a 
Treasurer the National body made no mistake. 

Respectfully submitted, in F., C. and L., 

Lizzie H. Arnold, Connecticut, Chairman^ 
Kate Johnson, Maryland, 
Belle Ross Ludwig, Kentucky, 
Nettie Ransford, Indiana, 
Emeline M. Chaffee, New York, 

Committee. 

Moved by Mrs. Miller of Illinois, That the report be ac- 
cepted. Seconded by Mrs. Wheeler of Massachusetts. [Carried.] 

National President: Have all voted who wish for fourth 
member of Executive Board? If so I declare the ballot closed. 

We will now listen to the Report of Committee on National 
Inspectors Report. 

The report was presented by Mrs. Winans of Ohio, Chairman. 

REPORT OP committee ON REPORT OF NATIONAL INSPECTOR. 

Mrs. President and Members of the Fourteenth National Con- 
vention^ W.R.C.: Your committee appointed to report on Na- 

19 
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tional Inspector's Report takes pleasure in submitting the 
following : — 

We find the work of the National Inspector to have been 
faithfully and conscientiously performed. 

The consolidated report, showing condition of Departments 
and Detached Corps, is a model of excellence and accui'acy, 
involving great labor, and much credit is due to the efficient and 
conscientious discharge of the perplexing duties of this office as 
evinced by a careful examination of this report. We most 
heartily endorse the statement made by her that in Departments 
where schools of instruction or district exemplifications have been 
held, proficiency in the work has greatly increased, and we 
approve her advice, that Department officers adopt such plans for 
imparting instruction as seems to them advisable in their own 
Departments. 

The report is interesting and commendable for the beautiful 
and simple, yet comprehensive, manner in which it conveys 
information of the status of every Department and Detached 
Corps, aad is most heartily approved by the committee. 

Respectfully submitted, in F., C. and L., 

Sarah D. Winans, Ohio, CJiairman, 
Allaseba M. Bliss, Michigan, 
Sophia E. Dodge, New Hampshire, 
Mary E. Leavens, Minnesota, 
Mary 6. Deane, Massachusetts, 

Committee » 

Moved by Mrs. Oilman of Massachusetts that the report be 
accepted. Seconded by Mrs. Booth of Pennsylvania. [Carried.] 

National President : We will now hear the report of Com- 
mittee on District Conventions and Inspections. 

Report read by Mrs. Wales of Massachusetts, Chairman. 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON DISTRICT CONVENTIONS AND 
INSPECTIONS. 

Mrs. President and Members of Fourteenth National Conven- 
tion, W,R.C, : This presentation of the report of the Committee 
on District Conventions and Inspections is like the meeting of old 
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friends. The question comes before us each year with the regu- 
larity of the election of officers and refuses to '' down " with the 
persistency of '' Banquo's ghost." Committees have been ap- 
pointed and recommendations made, but the ideal method seems 
not to have been discovered. 

The committee which today has the honor of bringing to 
you the result of its work is no exception to those which have 
preceded it. It is exceedingly difficult for one woman, or three, 
to devise methods which will prove beneficial or satisfactory to 
each Department, and the committee wishes it to be understood 
that its report is presented with the desire to give a concise 
statement of the wishes of the several Departments rather than 
its own opinions, hoping that whatever legislation shall be taken 
may be for the best interests of the Order. 

To accomplish the desired result, the chairman was author- 
ized to prepare and issue the following circular : — 



Boston, Jan. 20, 1896. 

To THE President of the Department of , W.R.C. 

Madam : 

In accordance with Decision No. 33 of Thirteenth National Conven- 
tion W.R.C , as issued in General Orders No. 3, the undersigned com- 
mittee has been appointed. 

Will you call the attention of your Department, through your 
Annual Convention, to the plan presented by the National Inspector as 
printed in report of Thirteenth National Convention. 

What is the opinion and decision of your Department with regard 
, to adopting the plan suggested, or any other method of combining Dis- 
trict Conventions or Exemplifications, with the Inspection of the Corps 
in the several districts? 

Are District Conventions or Exemplifications held in your Depart- 
ment? 

If not, would it be practicable to hold them? 

Will you report any suggestions which occur to you, in order that 
this committee may better understand the wishes and needs of the 
several Departments, and be able to present a more satisfactory report 
to the Fourteenth National Convention. 

Please state number of Corps in your Department ; average cost 
per Corps of inspection ; number of Assistant Inspectors appointed. 
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Careful attention to this matter and an early response, will greatly 
assist the committee in its work. 

Address Augusta A. Wales, 263 Columbia Street, Dorchester, 

Mass. 

Augusta A. Wales, Mass., 

Agnes Hitt, Ind., 

Ida M. Montgomery, N.H , 

• Committee. 
Approved, 

LIZABETH A. TURNER, 

National President. 
Harrietts L. Reed, 

Secretary, 



This was sent out in January in order that those Departments 
holding Conventions in the first part of the year, might act upon 
it. Possibly the committee made a mistake in sending to all 
Departments at that time, as in some cases the circulars were 
received so long before the Conventions met, that they were for- 
gotten or misplaced, thereby causing delay in receipt of replies. 

On July 1, thirteen Departments only having reported, a 
copy of the original circular was forwarded to the remaining 
Departments and prompt replies received. This action on the 
part of the committee was taken in order that each Department 
might have the opportunity of making suggestions with regard to 
the improvement of old methods, or the adoption of new ones. 

The report of the National Inspector of 1895 was used for 
the basis of the circular, as the motion to appoint this committee 
was substituted for that to adopt her report on the subject matter 
at the Thirteenth National Convention. 

If it were proper to take the time, it would be exceedingly ' 
interesting to you to hear all the letters read which have been 
received, each and all expressing great interest in the work and 
many giving an account of the successes or difficulties attending 
the inspections. 

From these reports we find that it is impossible for all 
Departments to carry out the same plan of work. In some 
compact Departments, small in area, though large in membership, 
there is not the least difficulty in making inspections or holding 
meetings for the purpose of instruction or exemplification ; while 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE woman's relief CORPS. 293 

in others, large in area and small in membership, such gatherings 
are impossible. 

Six Departments only hold district conventions or exemplifi- 
cations, and all of these express objection to combining these 
gatherings with inspections, although at each of them the ritualis- 
tic work is performed. 

Twenty-five Departments report either " it would not be 
possible," or, " it would not be practicable or profitable," to 
hold district conventions or any meetings of the kind, other than 
the regular annual Department Conventions, expense and distance 
preventing. Two Departments report an opinion that such meet- 
ings might be held and inspections made at same time. 

From these various reports, it appears impossible to make 
a law governing inspections which can be followed by all, but as 
those Departments now holding gatherings of any kind, whether 
called ** district conventions,' '' exemplifications" or *' reunions" 
at which the work of the Order is performed, report the receipt 
of great benefit from them, the committee recommends (1) that 
Departments not holding such meetings should investigate the 
subject with a view to making them more general, but not obliga- 
tory; (2) that inspections should not be made at these meetings, 
except of the Corps exemplifying the work. 

Where hundreds of miles separate Corps, it has been found 
necessary to appoint a Corps member to inspect her own Corps, 
which of course can be but little more than the filling out of the 
blanks. 

One Department President writes : " It costs twenty dollars 
to reach some of our Corps" ; another reports the average cost of 
inspecting the Corps in her Department to be five dollars. These 
are extremes, of course, but taking the twenty-two remaining 
Departments which reported the cost of inspection, we find the 
average to be one dollar forty-five and four-fifths cents, the highest 
being two dollars and seventy-five cents, the lowest fifteen cents. 

In some Departments it would of course be useless to appoint 
a large number of Assistant Inspectors, but where it is practi- 
cable a large number of Assistants, who could inspect in their 
own districts, counties or sections, would save expense, and those 
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Departments which report numerous Assistant Inspectors also 
report a moderate expense for inspection. 

As, of necessity, the inspections must be made according to 
the conditions of the Departments, the committee recommends (3) 
that each Department shall manage its own inspections as it may 
deem best, making the time as provided by Rules and Regula- 
tions, but the methods and manner in conformity with its own 
needs and convenience, except as provided in Recommendation 
No, 2. The report of this inspection shall be forwarded on 
Form P by the Department Inspector to the Department Presi- 
dent, to be placed on file at Department Headquarters. 

It is obvious to all that by our present methods the report of 
the National Inspector at the Annual Convention is misleading 
and unsatisfactory. However earnest her efforts have been 
during the year she can only present ancient history of little 
interest. 

The reports of the National Treasurer and Secretary being 
six months later, conflict entirely with that of the Inspector. 
The committee therefore recommends (4) that during the quarter 
ending June 30 the National Inspector shall issue to each Depart- 
ment blanks containing such questions as she may deem necessary 
for her own information and the preparation of her annual 
report. These blanks could be forwarded to each Corps by the 
Department Secretary enclosed with the quarterly blanks for that 
quarter (in order to save postage) and returned with the same 
after having been filled out by the Corps President. The Depart- 
ment Secretary could then turn those blanks over to the Assistant 
National Inspector, who from them could prepare a consolidated 
report and forward the same to National Inspector. These 
blanks could be forwarded to Detached Corps at the same time 
and in the same manner by the National Secretary, who, on the 
receipt of the same, would forward them directly to the National 
Inspector. 

By this plan the Departments could work for their own best 
interests and the National Inspector would be able to make an 
annual report more nearly up to date. 

The committee feels that it may not have accomplished all 
that it might have been expected to do, but it has at least 
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endeavored to bring to you the consolidated opinions of the 
several Departments with regard to combining District Conven- 
tions with Inspections. 

Respectfully submitted in F., C. and L., 

Augusta A. Wales, Massachusetts, Chairman^ 

Agnes Hrrr, Indiana, 

Ida Montgomery, New Hampshire, 

Committee. 

Moved by Mrs. Wallace of Illinois, seconded by Mrs. 
Clark of Massachusetts, That the report be accepted and the rec- 
ommendations be acted on seriatim. 

National President : Tellers are now ready to report result 
of ballot for fourth member of Executive Board. 

Mrs. Putnam, Chairman, reported whole number of votes 
cast 193 ; necessary for a choice 97. Mrs. Myers had 137, Mrs. 
Southwick had 55 and Mrs. McCabe 1. 

National President: Ladies, you have elected Mary Scott 
Myers of Oregon as the fourth member of Executive Board. 

Nominations are now in order for fifth member of the 
Executive Board. 

Mrs. Brigham of Massachusetts nominated Mary E. Inman of 
Maine. Seconded by Mrs. Palmer and Mrs, Mason of Maine 
and Mrs. Clark, Mrs. Wales and Mrs. Reed of Massachusetts. 

Mrs. Sine of Illinois nominated Emma J, Southwick of New 
Jersey. Seconded by the Department of New Jersey and others. 

Mrs. Johnson, Department President of Potomac, nominated 
Susie M. McCabe of Washington, D.C. Seconded by the De- 
partment of Potomac, Mrs. Flagg of Michigan and others. 

Moved by Mrs. Clark of Massachusetts, That the nomi- 
nations be closed. Seconded by Mrs. Davis of Iowa. [Carried.] 

National President: Ladies, you will now prepare your 
ballots for the fifth member of the Executive Board. 

Action on Mrs. Wales' report resumed. 

Eecommendation No, 1 : Moved by Mrs. Flagg of Michigan, 
That we accept the report of the committee. Seconded by Mrs. 
Ball of Potomac. 

Recommendation was discussed at length by Mrs. Carr of 
Colorado, Mrs. Wallace of Illinois, Mrs. Bell of Wisconsin, Mrs. 
Griflath of Iowa and others. [Carried.] 
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National President: Have all voted who wish for fifth 
member Executive Board? If so, I declare the ballot closed. 

Recommendation No. 2 : Covered by action on National 
President's address. 

Recommendation No. 3 : Mrs. Gilman of Massachusetts 
moved that Recommendation No. 3 be adopted. Seconded by 
Mrs. Warne of Massachusetts. [Carried.] 

National President : Tellers are now ready to report result 
of ballot for fifth member of the Executive Board. 

Mrs. Putnam, Chan-man, reported whole number of votes 
cast 185; necessary for a choice 93 ; Mrs. Southwick had 70; 
Mrs. McCabe had 32 ; Mrs. Inman had 83. No choice. 

Mrs. Southwick of New Jersey withdrew her name. 

National President : You will prepare your ballots for fifth 
member of Executive Board. 

Action on Mrs. Wales' report resumed. 

Recommendation No. 4:: Moved by Mrs. Gwilt of Oregon, 
That the report of committee be adopted. Seconded by Mrs. 
Wheeler of Massachusetts. [Carried.] 

Mrs. Sandes of Illinois moved that we accept the report of 
the committee as a whole. Seconded by Mrs. Harper of Ken- 
tucky. [Carried.] 

National President: Tellers are now ready to report result 
of second ballot for fifth member of Executive Board. 

Mrs. Putnam, Chairman, reported whole number of votes 
cast 180; necessary for a choice 91. Mrs. Inman had 103; 
Mrs. McCabe had 71 ; scattering 6. 

National President: Ladies, you have elected Mary E. 
Inman of Maine as fifth member of the Executive Board. 

Conductor, you will escort the members- elect of the Ex- 
ecutive Board to the platform. 

Ladies, I have the pleasure of presenting your choice for 
members of the Executive Board for the ensuing year, with the 
exception of Mrs. Myers, who is absent : Mrs. Griffith of Iowa, 
Mrs. Milham of Minnesota, Mrs. Adams of Nebraska, Mrs. 
Inman of Maine. Convention, salute. 

National President: Nominations are now in order for 
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the annually elected member of the Woman's Relief Corps Home 
Board. 

Mrs. Clark of Massachusetts: I desire to place in nomi- 
nation the name of Mrs. Charity Rusk Craig, to succeed herself 
as a member of the Board. 

Seconded by Wisconsin and Mrs. Mattison of Washington 
and Alaska and others. 

Moved by Mrs. Miller of Illinois, That the nominations be 
closed and that the Secretary be instructed to cast one ballot for 
Mrs. Craig. Seconded by Mrs. Puffer of Vermont. [Carried.] 

National Secretary cast the ballot as directed. 

National President : Ladies, you have elected Charity Rusk 
Craig a member of the Board of Directors of the National 
Woman's Relief Corps Home. 

Mrs. Lowd : I would like to repeat my motion now and nom- 
inate our President, Mrs. L. A. Turner, as Chairman of the 
Board of Managers for the Andersonville Prison property. 

Seconded by Mrs. Wittenmyer of Pennsylvania. 

National Senior Vice-President called to the chair. 

Moved by Mrs. Miller of Illinois, That the nominations be 
closed and the National Secretary cast one ballot for Mrs. 
Turner as the choice of the Convention. Seconded by Helen 
M. Clark of California. [Carried.] 

The National Secretary cast the ballot as directed. 

National Senior Vice-President : You have elected Lizabeth 
A. Turner as Chairman of Board of Managers of Andersonville 
Prison property. 

National President resumed the chair. 

Mrs Miller: I desire to place in nomination the name of 
Mrs. Emma R. Wallace as the second member of that Board. 

Seconded by Mrs. Putnam of New York. 

Mrs. Clark of Massachusetts : I would like to nominate Mrs. 
Wittenmyer as the second member of that Board. 

Seconded by Mrs. Wickins of Kansas. 

Mrs. Miller : I desire to withdraw the name of Mrs. Wallace 
as second member of that Board, and second the nomination of 
Mrs. Wittenmyer. 
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Moved by Mrs. Gwilt of Oregon, That the nominations be 
closed and that the National Secretary cast the ballot of the 
Convention for Mrs. Wittenmyer. Seconded by Mrs. Lynch of 
Pennsylvania. [Carried.] 

The National Secretary cast the ballot as directed. 

National President: You have elected Annie Wittenmyer 
of Pennsylvania as second member of the Board of Managers of 
Andersonville Prison property. 

Mrs. Miller : I now desire to place in nomination the name 
of Mrs. Emma R. Wallace as the third member of that Board. 

Seconded by Mrs. Clark of Massachusetts. 

Mrs. Putnam of New York: I move that nominations be 
closed and the National Secretary cast one ballot for Mrs. 
Wallace for third member of that Board. 

Seconded by Mrs. Julia G. Sine of Illinois. [Carried.] 

National Secretary cast the ballot as directed. 

National President : You have elected Emma R. Wallace as 
third member of the Board of Managers of Andersonville Prison 
property. 

Mrs. Stiesmeier of Missouri : I would like to place in nomi- 
nation as the fourth member of that Board, Mrs. Wickins of 
Kansas. 

Seconded by Mrs. Miller of Illinois. 

Moved by Mrs. Atkinson of California, That the nominations 
be closed and the National Secretary cast one ballot for Mrs. 
Wickins for fourth member of that Board. Seconded by Mrs. 
Wood of Kansas. [Carried.] 

National President : Ladies, you have elected Margaret Ray 
Wickins as fourth member of the Board of Managers for Ander- 
sonville Prison property. 

Nominations are now in order for fifth member of that Board. 

Mrs. Lynch of Pennsylvania nominated Mrs. Charlotte J. 
Cumings of Pennsylvania. Seconded by Mrs. Wittenmyer of 
Pennsylvania. 

Mrs. Clark of Massachusetts nominated Mrs. Louise B. Rob- 
bins of Michigan. Seconded by Mrs. Ball of Potomac. 

National President: Ladies, you will now prepare your 
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ballots for fifth member of Board of Managers for Andersonville 
Prison property. 

We will now listen to the Report of the Committee on Report 
of Officers of the National Woman's Relief Corps Home Board. 

Report presented by Mrs. Cumings of Pennsylvania, 
Chairman. 

REPORT OP COMMITTEE ON REPORT OF OFFICERS OF NATIONAL 
W.R.C. HOME BOARD. 

Mr8, President and Members of the Fourteenth National Con- 
vention, W,B. C: YourCommittee on Report of Chairman of Board 
of Directors of National W.R.C. Home respectfully submit the 
following : — 

After careful consideration we endorse the report of the 
chairman and commend the work which has been accomplished 
during the past year. 

Recommendations Nos, 1 and 2 are approved by your com- 
mittee. 

We also desire to endorse the comprehensive reports of Secre- 
tary, Superintendent and physicians, and express our appreciation 
of the work so ably performed by these efficient officers, and 
would most heartily recommend that the thanks of this Convention 
be extended to the Board of Directors for their careful supervision 
over the Home, and to Superintendent Mrs. Burleigh for the 
loving care bestowed upon the inmates and for the many musical 
treats and entertainments provided for them by her. 
Respectfully submitted in F., C. and L., 

Charlotte J. Cumings, Pennsylvania, Chairman^ 

Alice W. Fuller, Ohio, 

Kate K. Collins, Michigan, 

Rhoda a. Hoit, Washington and Alaska, 

Susan Gwilt, Oregon, 

Committee, 

Moved by Mrs. Atkinson of California, That the report of the 
committee be accepted and the recommendations acted on sepa- 
rately. Seconded by Mrs. Oilman of Massachusetts. [Carried.] 

National President : Have all voted who wish for fifth mem- 
ber of Board of Managers Andersonville Prison property? If so, 
I declare the ballot closed. 
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Mrs. Wittenmyer : I wish to make a statement. T find from 
official figures that there are over twelve hundred army nurses 
who are entirely dependent upon pensions. I have been able to 
ascertain that five^hundred and fifty-nine of these have secured 
pensions under the general law. Now unless we make some pro- 
vision for these others, we are going to have a great burden on 
our hands this winter. A bill for their relief has already passed 
the House, and if we could get this bill through, it would in the 
end be much cheaper. I cannot tell how much money it will take. 
Someone must go to Washington and see these men and see that 
they take a personal interest in it. This will be a hard winter, 
and unless something of this kind is done where shall we be? 
How are we going to take care of all these women ? 

Moved by Mrs. Wallace of Illinois, That Recommendation 
No, 1 be referred to the W.R.C. Home Board. Seconded by 
Mrs. Grey of Louisiana. [Carried ] 

Recommendation No. 2 : Covered by previous action of Con- 
vention on National President's Address. 

Moved by Mrs. Carr of Colorado, That the report of the com- 
mittee be accepted as amended. Seconded by Mrs. Dwinell of 
Colorado. [Carried.] 

National President : Tellers are now ready to report result of 
ballot for fifth member of Board of Managers Andersonville Prison 
property. 

Mrs. Putnam, Chairman : Whole number of votes cast, 189 ; 
necessary for a choice, 95. Mrs. Bobbins has 91 and Mrs. 
Cumin gs has 98. 

National President: Ladies, you have elected Charlotte J. 
Cumings of Pennsylvania fifth member of Board of Managers 
Andersonville Prison property. 

We will now hear the Beport of Committee on Beport of 
Secretary on National Council of Women. 

Beport read by Chairman of committee, Mrs. Sims of Indiana. 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON REPORT OF SECRETARY NATIONAL 
COUNCIL OF WOMEN. 

Mrs. President and Members of the Fourteenth National Con- 
vention, W.R.C: Your committee have carefully examined the 
report of Mrs. Wadsworth, Secretary of the Committee on 
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National Council of Women, and commend the very excellent 

manner in which the report is prepared and the zeal with which 

she has performed her duties. 

We cordially approve Recommendatioyis Nos, 1 and 2 and 

recomend their adoption. 

Respectfully submitted in F., C. and L., 

Mary A. Sims, Indiana, Chairman^ 

Carrie M. Cleveland, South Dakota, 

Cordelia A. Blakeman, Connecticut, 

Janie M. S. Case, Tennessee, 

Florence E. Payne, New York, 

Committee. 

Mrs. Wallace of Illinois moved that the report of the com- 
mittee be accepted and the recommendations acted on separately. 

Seconded by Mrs. Reed of Massachusetts. 

Mrs. Clark of Massachusetts : I want to refer to this Recom- 
mendation No. 1 from Mrs. Wads worth, that the Corps have all 
moneys collected through the Corps and Departments. I am posi- 
tive that cannot be carried out if it is adopted. The $100.00 that 
I am going to raise for the Andersonville Prison Fund has nothing 
to do with the Corps, and I am going to send it direct to Head- 
quarters. I am going to send it in my own name, and I am going 
to have the credit of it in our Journal. 

Mrs. Bell of Wisconsin : I would like to ask if the money sub- 
scribed here for the Andersonville Prison property goes through 
the Department Treasurer's hands to the National Treasurer? 

Mrs. Wallace of Illinois : I think the question to be consid- 
ered is this: There ought to be but three Treasurers in the 
Woman's Relief Corps, the Corps Treasurer, the Department 
Treasurer and the National Treasurer. Now it is in direct oppo- 
sition to the law made last year to undertake to place this back 
in the hands of a committeci A Corps Treasurer is to hold 
funds collected from a Corps. In a Department Convention, 
the money collected from a Department goes to the National 
Treasurer, and any money contributed here would in the same 
manner go into the hands of the National Treasurer. I cannot 
see why a National Committee would need to hold any funds. 
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Individuals, if they do not want their Corps to have the 
credit, send it to the Department Treasurer; if they don't want 
the Woman's Relief Corps to have the credit of it at all, they 
send it to the people they are going to pay the money to. We have 
no law to control an individual contributor who is not a member 
of the Order. It is the Woman's Relief Corps that does this 
work, and how are you going to show it if it is not on the 
National Treasurer's books and from there reported to the Grand 
Army at their National Encampment? 

Mrs. Wittenmyer of Pennsylvania : I do not understand that 
this recommendation puts it into the hands of the committee. I 
believe that every dollar of money that goes to the National 
Council should come through the National Treasurer. 

Mrs. Wallace of Illinois: This recommendation says that 
the committee may receive the funds. 

Mrs. Lowd of Massachusetts: I rise to a point of order. 
A previous National Convention which authorized the creation of 
that committee, authorized them also to receive such funds by 
personal contribution and then forward them to the National 
Treasurer. I don't see that we are creating any new law, by 
anything in this recommendation. 

Mrs. Bagley, National Treasurer: I will tell you how we 
manage this matter. Somebody sends in some money, 1 receipt 
to the Department Treasurer for that, and say to her, please 
receipt to the Corps Treasurer, and in this manner we get it fixed 
up. This is working backward, but it straightens them all out. 
If a person comes and gives me money and says she does not 
want that to go through the Department or Corps, I give that 
person a receipt. If they do want it to go through the Corps, 
I give a receipt to the Corps. 

Cries of '' Question." 

Mrs. Wallace of Illinois moved to lay the recommendation 
on the table. Seconded by Mrs. Carr of Colorado. [Carried.] 

Recommendation No. 2, " That hereafter only the names 
of Departments, with the amounts given, be printed in the 
Journal." 

Moved by Mrs. Miller of Illinois, To adopt the report of the 
committee. 
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Mrs. Lowd of Massachusetts moved, That it be laid on the 
table. 

Moved and seconded that Recommendation No, 2 be laid on 
the table. [Carried.] 

Mrs. Carr of Colorado moved, That the report of the com- 
mittee as amended be accepted. Seconded by Mrs. Winans of 
Ohio. [Carried.] 

National President : We will now listen to the Report of Com- 
mittee on Appeals. 

Presented by Mrs. Hampton of Michigan^ Chairman. 

REPORT OP COMMITTEE ON APPEALS. 

Mrs, President and Members of the Fourteenth National 
Convention^ W.R, C, : Your committee have had but one appeal 
submitted and that not presented in a manner to be brought 
before the National Convention for consideration. 

It is the judgment of this committee that when matters in 
Departments become so important as to be appealed to a higher 
source of authority, that such appeals be made in accordance with 
requirements of Kules and Begulations, that they may be con- 
sidered by the body to which appeal is made. 

Respectfully submitted in F., C. and L., 

Emma Stark Hampton, Michigan, Chairman^ 
Emily L. Clark, Massachusetts, 
M. Antoinette Millett, Maine, 
Mary E. McCauley, Illinois, 
Susan Gwilt, Oregon, 

Committee on Appeals, 

Moved by Mrs. Miller of Illinois, That the report of the com- 
mittee be adopted. Seconded by Mrs. Wallace of Illinois. [Car- 
ried.] 

National President : Ladies, I wish to ask your consideration 
and action on the question of purchasing a new flag for use at 
National Headquarters. The one now in use is much worn and a 
new one should be provided, if it meets with your approval. 

Moved by Mrs. Cain of Massachusetts, That a flag of American 
bunting be purchased by the incoming National President for use 
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at National Headquarters. Seconded by Mrs. Wales of Massachu- 
setts. [Carried.] 

National President : We have a mat, waste basket and " Hapid 
Duplicator '^ at National Headquarters and would like the Con- 
vention to decide how they shall be disposed of. 

Mrs. Wallace of Illinois: I move that the mat and waste 
basket at National Headquarters be given to Mrs. Turner and that 
the " Rapid Duplicator/' which is now of no earthly use, be given to 
the National Secretary, Mrs. Reed. Seconded by Mrs. Miller of 
Illinois. [Carried amid laughter and applause.] 

Moved by Dorcas H. Lyman of Massachusetts, That the Con- 
vention adjourn to meet at 7 p.m. Seconded by Sarah E. Pickering 
of Idaho. [Carried.] 



FRIDAY EVENING SESSION. 

Convention called to order at 7 o'clock p.m.. National Presi- 
dent in chair. 

The National Chaplain being absent, prayer was offered by 
Past National President, Mrs. Annie Wittenmyer : — 

Dear Lord : We thank Thee for Thy loving kindness through 
all these hours sitting together to transact the business of this 
organization. We believe that we have been led by Thee, and we 
thank Thee for the wisdom and grace that have come to us, and 
we pray that Thy blessing rest on each one of us and on these 
Thy officers. Endue them with power from on high in the new 
duties that have come to them and bless us all and give us a safe 
journey to our homes. 

National President : I wish to acknowledge the gift of a spoon 
presented me by Acker Corps of St. Paul and also a gift from one 
of my aides in Montana of a piece of pure Montana copper, with 
little nuggets of gold around the rim, both of which are greatly 
appreciated. 

Minutes of the three previous sessions read by the stenographer 
and approved. 

National President: We will now listen to report of Com- 
mittee on Instituting and Installing Officers' Report. 

Report read by May S. Knaggs of Michigan, Chairman. 
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REPORT OP COMMITTEE ON NATIONAL INSTITUTING AND INSTALLING 
officers' REPORT. 

Mrs, President and Members of the Fourteenth National 
Convention, W.E, C, : Your Committee on the Keport of the 
National Instituting and Installing Officer respectfully submit the 
following report : — 

We have carefully considered the report of the Instituting 
and Installing Officer, which shows the work of the year con- 
scientiously and industriously performed with improved methods. 

We call especial attention to the advice given to Department 
Instituting and Installing officers, and we heartily favor the 
adoption of Becommendations one, two and three, particularly 
number one, with reference to changing the " third " to the " first '' 
quarter. 

Respectfully submitted in F., C. and L., 

May Stocking Knaggs, Michigan, Chairman^ 

Eliza J. Crisler, Indiana, 

Belle J. Palmer, Maine, 

Augusta B. Hammond, Connecticut, 

Julia G. Sine, Illinois, Committee. 

Moved by Mrs. Carr of Colorado, That the report of the com- 
mittee be accepted and the recommendations be acted on seriatim. 
Seconded by Mrs. Skeel of Wisconsin. [Carried.] 

Recommendation No, 1 : Approved by committee. Moved by 
Mrs. Wallace of Illinois that the report of committee be adopted. 
Seconded by Mrs. Warne of Massachusetts. 

Considerable discussion followed, participated in by Mrs. 
Wallace of Illinois, Mrs. Griffith of Iowa, Mrs. Mason of Maine 
and others. [Motion carried.] 

Recommendation No, 2 : Approved by committee. Moved by 
Mrs. Wallace of Illinois, That we accept the report of committee. 
Seconded by Mrs. Carr of Colorado.. [Carried.] 

Recommendation No, 3 : Approved by committee. 

Moved by Mrs. Wallace of Illinois : That we accept the report 
of the committee. Seconded by Mrs. Gil man of Massachusetts. 
[Carried.] 

Moved by Mrs. Bell of Wisconsin, That the report be accepted 
as a whole. Seconded by Mrs. Sims of Indiana. [Carried.] 

20 
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National President: We will now hear the Report of Com- 
mittee on Resolutions ; by request of Mrs. Wittenmyer, Chairman 
of that Committee, Mrs. Mason of Maine will read the report : — 



REPORT OF COMBffrrrEE ON RESOLUTIONS. 

Mrs, President and Members of the Fourteenth National Con- 
vention, W,R. C, : Your committee have given careful consideration 
to the resolutions presented for the action of this Convention and 
submit their report with the request that the resolutions be acted 
on seriatim. 

Approved by committee. 
Not approved by committee. 
Not approved by committee. 
Not approved by committee. 
Not approved by committee. 
Approved by committee. 
Not approved by committee; covered by 
action on Resolution No. 4. 

Resolution No. 8. Not approved by committee. 
Not approved by committee. 
Not approved by committee. 
Not approved by committee. 
Not approved by committee. 
Covered by action on National President's 



Resolution No. 1. 
Resolution No. 2. 
Resolution No. 3. 
Resolution No. 4. 
Resolution No. 5. 
Resolution No. 6. 
Resolution No. 7. 



Resolution No. 9. 

Resolution No. 10. 

Resolution No. 11. 

Resolution No. 12. 

Resolution No. 13. 
address. 

Resolution No. 14. 
address. 

Resolution No. 15. 

Resolution No. 16. 

Resolution No. 17. 

Resolution No. 18. 
address. 

Resolution No. 19. 

Resolution No. 20. 
address. 

Resolution No. 21. 

Resolution No. 22. 

Resolution No. 23. 

Resolution No. 24. 



Covered by action on National President's 

Not approved by committee. 

Not approved by committee. 

Approved by committee. 

Covered by action on National President's 

Approved by committee. 

Covered by action on National President's 

Not approved by committee. 
Not approved by committee. 
Approved by committee. 
Not approved by committee. 
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Resolution No. 25. Covered by previous action. 
Resolution No. 26. Not approved by committee. 
Respectfully submitted, in F., C. and L., 

Annie Wittenmyer, Pennsylvania, Chairman^ 
Marion Salisbury, Minnesota, 
Mary D. Travis, Indiana, 
Rosa C. Harper, Kentucky, 
Anna O. Carroll, Ohio, 

Committee. 

Moved by Mrs. Brigham of Massachusetts, That the report of 
committee be accepted and the resolutions acted on seriatim. 
Seconded by Mrs Hamblett of Massachusetts. [Carried.] 

Resolution No. 1. That Section 1, Article VII., Chapter II., 
be amended by adding the words "in writing" after the words 
"previously notified." 

Approved by committee. 

Moved by Mrs. Wallace of Illinois that we adopt the recom- 
mendation of committee. Seconded by Mrs. Ball of Potomac. 

Mrs. Carr of Colorado : " All members of the Relief Corps must 
be notified,^ it seems to me that expresses enough. If I can notify 
them by word of mouth, I do hot see why I should not do it. 

Mrs. Bell of Wisconsin : In some Corps they notify by adver- 
tisement through the newspapers. 

Mrs. Ball of Potomac : I once went to a place fifty miles off 
and when I got there found they had been notified through a news- 
paper, and most of the Corps members knew nothing about the 
miseting. 

Mrs. Putnam of New York : I believe we have been told for a 
long time that it is not correct to advertise the notice of meeting 
through the newspaper. 

National President : All those in favor of this recommendation 
of the committee will please signify it by the usual voting sign of 
the Order. Motion lost and Resolution not adopted. 

Resolution No. 2 : That Section 5, of Art. VII., Chap. II., be 
amended by adding the words, " and each member in good stand- 
ing previously notified in writing" after the words, "previous 
meeting." 

Not approved by the committee. 
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Moved by Mrs. Clark of Massachusetts, That the report of 
the committee be adopted. Seconded by Mrs. Milham of Minne- 
sota. Motion carried and Resolution lost. 

Resolution No. 3: That the question in fine print in the 
Ritual on page 9, which occurs after the reading of the Treas- 
urer's report, be eliminated, viz. : " Are there any corrections to 
Treasurer's report ? " 

Not approved by the committee. 

Moved by Mrs. Wallace of Illinois, That the report of the 
committee be adopted. Seconded by Mrs. Ball of Potomac. 

National President : All those in favor of accepting the report 
of this committee signify it by the usual voting sign of the Order. 

Motion carried and Resolution lost. 

Resolution No. 4 : That instructions in new Ritual on page 
30, requiring the Assistant Guard leaving the room, be given 
after the President has announced the result of the ballot. 

Not approved by the committee. 

Moved by Mrs. Wallace of Illinois, That the report of the 
committee be adopted. Seconded by Mrs. Miller of Illinois. 

National President : All those in favor of accepting the report 
of the committee, please signify by the usual voting sign. 

Motion carried and Resolution lost. 

Resolution No. 5 : 

Whereas, The making of presents by Corps to their retiring Presi- 
dents, and also to their members in acknowledgment of favors received 
at their hands, also using their funds to make displays in public proces- 
cessions, is not advisable, be it therefore 

Besolved, That it is the sense of the Fourteenth National Conven- 
tion that such use of the Corps Funds is not in conformity with the 
Rules and Regulations of the Woman's Relief Corps, and that said 
resolution be published in the National Journal as the decision of this 
'Convention. 

Not approved by committee. 

Moved by Mrs. Bagley of Ohio, That the report of the com- 
mittee be adopted. Seconded by Mrs. Clark of Massachusetts. 

National President: All those in favor of the report of the 
committee being adopted will please signify it by the usual voting 
sign of the Order. 

Motion carried and Resolution lost. 
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Eesolution No. 6 : 

Whereas, Changes have been made in the work of the Ritual, and 
the fact announced in General Orders only ; therefore 

Besolved^ That whenever changes are made in the Ritual, such 
changes shall be printed upon gummed slips, in width to correspond to 
the size of the Ritual, and issued by the National Treasurer in sufficient 
quantities to each Department to be pasted in every Ritual. 

Approved by the committee. 

Moved by Mrs. Ransford of Indiana, That the report of the 
committee be adopted. Seconded by Mrs. Skeel of Wisconsin. 

Mrs. Wallace of Illinois: I do not know where that recom- 
mendation comes from, but move to amend by adding "until a new 
edition is issued." 

Mrs. Wittenmyer of Pennsylvania : I am sure the committee 
will be glad to amend that resolution. 

Mrs. Lowd of Massachusetts : I move that we accept the 
amendment to the motion. Seconded by Mrs. Wickins of Kansas. 

National President : All those in favor of amending the 
motion, will please signify by the usual voting sign of the Order. 
[Carried.] 

National President: All those in favor of accepting the report 
of the committee, as amended, will please signify by the usual 
voting sign of the Order. 

Carried and Resolution adopted as amended. 

Resolution No. 7 : 

Whereas, The Ritual has been revised to allow the Assistant Guard 
to remain in the Corps room during the reading of the report of the Sec- 
retary, and also to ballot; therefore 

Besolved^ That the Ritual be so revised that the Assistant^Guard do 
not retire to the anteroom until the result of the ballot is announced. 

Not approved by the committee. Covered by Resolution 
No. 4. 

Resolution No. 8 : That the action of the Thirteenth National 
Convention restoring all past honors to members reinstated after 
being dropped for non-payment of dues, be rescinded. 
■ Not approved by committee. 

Moved by Mrs. Martin of Missouri, That the report of the 
committee be adopted. Seconded by Mrs. Ross of Massachusetts. 

Mrs. Carr of Colorado : This was adopted at the Convention 
at Louisville. I have no doubt the officers thought this was a 
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good thing and it went through without objection. I know that 
at least in our Department^ it has had the result that was expected. 
Now any member of the Corps, if she has been a Corps President 
or Department President, if she does not pay her dues, and per- 
haps through a little misunderstanding she gets ^^ mi£Eed," she 
drops out of the Corps. She can stay out of the Corps for one, 
two, three or five years for no reason and she does not help in 
Corps work at all, but sometimes she wants to come to a Depart- 
ment Convention and she thinks now is a good time to get back 
into the Corps. She comes back, presents her application or her 
re-endorsement and she is admitted to the Corps. All her past 
honors that she had come back to her. Now, the woman who 
takes a transfer card and moves away where there is no Corps, or 
takes an honorable discharge, feeling that she cannot unite with 
the Corps, she too has been a Corps President or a Department 
President. She moves away, or she stays out of the work, and 
when she comes back, if she desires to do so, in one, two or 
three years, she may be just as good a woman and just as active 
in her Corps work, but when she comes back, no past honors are 
given to her. 

Mrs. Putnam of New York : If I want to drop out of a Corps, 
suppose I am Past Department President, and I get a little miffed, 
there is somebody there that I don't want to associate with, and I 
drop out, and I go on without helping that Corps for years and I 
come back and come in again, my honors are restored to me. 
I have done the Corps no good for years, but if I take an honorable 
discharge, I am deprived of my honors. This is the injustice done 
last year. I can see why this was done last year, it was to have 
as many come back as possible. 

Mrs. Wallace of Illinois : In reply to the National Inspector, 
I will say that we do not make a law for women who get miffed 
and stay at home for two or three years. If a woman of that 
character has the honors, she certainly earned them. We ask this 
in justice to those people who, having obtained past honors and 
are too old to earn them again, or who by reason of misfortune or 
prolonged absence have been dropped for non-payment of dues. 
They have a right to all past rank gained by earnest work, and 
all others can be kept out of the Order if they don't want them. 
I most certainly approve the recommendation of the committee. 
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Mrs. Carr of Colorado: I would like to make allowance for 
those who stay out for lack of means. There is always a way to 
get around that ; the Corps will remit the dues of a member who is 
not able to pay. 

Mrs. Wittenmyer of Pennsylvania : I want to draw a line 
of distinction between a member dropped for non-payment of dues 
and one who gets an honorable discharge. 

Mrs. Ball of Potomac : I want to say in this connection that 
I approve of what Mrs. Wallace says, because I have in mind at 
the present time two Past Department Presidents who were not 
able to pay their dues. The Corps paid their dues for several 
years, and after a while the Corps thought they could not carry 
them any longer and they were dropped. Now it does not seem 
fair in a case like that, that they should retain all their honors. 

Mrs. Skeel of Wisconsin : The Grand Army reinstates any 
member with all his honors. We certainly should not stand above 
them. 

Mrs. Wittenmyer : The committee did not approve. 

Mrs. Mattison of Washington and Alaska : I want to speak 
in behalf of a woman who was honorably discharged. In the 
Department of Washington a woman took a card upon removal to 
Alaska. She was not only disappointed in finding a Corps but in 
finding a home, and decided to return to Washington. Just as 
they were about to return, her son was drowned. For six months 
they hunted for the body of that son, found it and took it home 
for burial, but during this six months her year expired. She had 
earned honors in the Department of Washington. She lost them 
through no fault of her own and her Department wanted to give 
her past honors as much as if she had stayed away from the Corps 
and not paid her dues. 

Mrs. Wallace of Illinois : My understanding is that the rules 
of the Order are sufficiently explicit and plain. 

Mrs. Wittenmyer of Pennsylvania: The chairman of this 
committee does not approve making any change of Resolution 
No. 8. 

Mrs. Hansford of Indiana : Indiana is the third largest De- 
partment in the Union, and I ought to know what I am talking 
about, and I ought to know something about women with little 
means, and I stand here qualified to state that we lose from our 
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Order ten women who get mad about something to one who drops 
out because she cannot pay her dues. 

National President : It is moved and seconded that we adopt 
the report of the committee. All in favor will signify it by the 
usual voting sign of the Order. 

Carried and Resolution lost. 

Resolution No. 9: That the words "may by a vote of the 
Corps " be stricken out and " shall " inserted in Sect. 2, Art. IV., 
Chap. V. 

Not approved by committee. 

Moved by Mrs. Miller of Illinois, That we adopt the report of 
the committee. Seconded by Mrs. Putnam of New York. 

National President : All those in favor of adopting the report 
of the committee signify it by the usual voting sign of the Order. 

Carried and Resolution lost. 

Guard announced Commander-in-Chief Clarkson of Nebraska 
and Past Commander-in-Chief Rea of Minnesota were in waiting. 

Moved by Mrs. Alrich of Kansas, seconded by Mrs. Daniels 
of West Virginia, That business be suspended and the comrades 
be admitted. [Carried.] 

The Reception Committee escorted the comrades to the 
platform. 

National President: Ladies of the Convention, I have the 
pleasure of presenting to you the Commander-in-Chief, under 
whose banner you will serve the coming year. Give him the same 
earnest effort that you have given his predecessors and he will 
ask no more at your hands. I present to you also Judge Rea, 
Past Commander-in-Chief of the Grand Army, and you all know 
that he stands with us for Fraternity, Charity and Loyalty. Con- 
vention, salute. 

Commander-in-Chief Clarkson: Ladies, I very much regret 
that official duties have detained me and delayed this formal call 
upon the Woman's Relief Corps. I should have been early in the 
day, but the business connected with the Council of Administra- 
tion detained me until your adjournment. I was here a few 
moments before six, but just in time to see the ladies leaving. I 
want to ask, and I need only ask at your hands because I am only 
too well conversant with the grand work of the Woman's Relief 
Corps, for your loyal support in the coming administration. No 
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one knows and appreciates better than myself the great work 
which is being carried on by the Grand Army and how impossible 
it would be for any man to conduct that great work satisfactorily 
and faithfully without not only the cordial and undivided support 
of his comrades, but without the most thorough and absolute 
support of our own auxiliary, the Woman's Relief Corps. 

I will have to call upon you ladies a great many, many times 
in my administration, and my experience in this direction has been, 
that to call upon you faithful women means everything. It means 
all your service, it means all your loyalty, and it means every- 
thing in this world that is good and beautiful. No man that has 
lived as I have all these years with a loyal mother and devoted 
wife but can agree that the devotion of woman is ideal. In your 
labors I want to offer to you and yours my cordial and undivided 
assistance and help, all of the time that I may be of service to you. 
I am yours to command at any time and under all circumstances. 
Never were women united together in a more glorious work ; no 
body of women will ever organize in this world in a more patriotic 
work and I may say to you a nobler. Can I say any more ? I 
think not. You have our hearts, we have yours ; that means 
everything. God bless you. 

National President : Commander-in-Chief Clarkson, I present 
to you Mrs. Agnes Hitt, the newly elected National President. 
I shall soon lay down my gavel and turn it over to her, take off 
the mantle of power and lay it on her shoulders, and as I clasp 
your hands together I give you the blessing and pledge you the 
hearty co-operation of one hundred and forty thousand of the best 
women in the world. 

Mrs. Hitt, National President-elect; Commander-in-Chief 
Clarkson, I pledge you on behalf of the Woman's Relief Corps 
our best efforts, to help you and your comrades in your noble work. 

Commander-in-Chief Clarkson : On behalf of four hundred 
thousand of my comrades, so solemnly and gloriously marching 
down the hill to the other shore, I thank you most heartily. 

National President : Comrade Rea, the Convention would 
be pleased to hear from you. 

Comrade Rea of Minnesota: Mrs. President, Ladies of the 
Relief Corps, — I came up here to bring Comrade Clarkson, that you 
might see him. I am very glad to come in and say the little that 



Digitized by 



Google 



314 FOURTEBNTH NATIONAL CONVENTION OF 

I have to say. One of the ladies of your committee who came up 
to the Encampment yesterday said that she thought she had never 
seen so heautiful a sight as the parade of the Grand Army and 
that she never had seen the old comrades look so well. 

I guess it is because we are growing younger. We marched 
down hill the whole way, from the start to the finish. It was 
brought to my mind that in the march of life we had passed the 
summit and were marching down the hill, passing into the 
shadows. The hill we marched up was glorious, and I hope that 
nothing as we march down will detract from that glory. 

There is a grander spectacle in this land. It is the great 
expanse of free American homes. It is a great broad space, 
reaching from Mrs. Turner's home in Massachusetts clear across 
the continent to the Pacific, three thousand miles of a great un- 
broken review of American homes, and it is these homes that 
make freedom, these homes that make good government. It is 
from these homes that the recruits come that make good men. 

I know and I have been familiar for years with the work that 
this organization has done and is doing, and you know when we get 
together we talk about what we do. When we get together, a lot 
of us around a camp-fire, we always talk of what we did. But 
after all, the freedom of America was not in the battles won, the 
heroes were in the homes, and the suffering was with the mothers 
and wives, and daughters and sweethearts. The sacrifices made by 
the men were over when the battle was won, and you know that 
most of the time we were having a grand good time. We were 
exposed to danger one or two days in a month, but the mother and 
wife who stayed at home was in constant anxiety until we returned. 
I know that my own little mother in her little cottage home by the 
sea suffered a thousand times more than I did, and yet, I know 
another thing, that that tender, loving heart never faltered, there 
was never a moment, from the beginning of 1861 until the war 
closed, when that heart, anxious as it was for her two boys in the 
field, would have ever written a word to say " come home." 

Now, I have very little more to say. There is a law in this 
world that women must suffer and men must work, but it seems 
sometimes to me that the boys lying out on the battlefield to die, 
who fell at Gettysburg, at Shiloh, or in the Battle of the Wilder- 
ness, knew that all the world behind was looking on, and the 
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future was all about them. But the mother, working quietly in 
her home to gather stuff for the boy who fought and to keep up 
the little home, was grander. If he fell his name was heralded 
upon the rolls of fame, but the mother and the wife, and the sister 
and the sweetheart sat alone. A short time ago I read a story of 
Memorial Day, of a lady dressed in black who came to a cemetery 
where they were celebrating, and laid some flowers on a grave. 
Inquiry was made as to whom she was. It was the unwed widow of 
Gen. John B. McPherson, the lady whom a week after he fell he was 
to have led to the altar. He fell on the field of glory and while the 
Grand Army lives his name will be honored, but she sits at home 
quietly and alone. Now, ladies, I will not detain you longer. I 
know that your heart goes out for the other soldiers, and I know 
the work that you have done and I know the work that you can do. 
It is a great deal today as it was during the war. I know, too, 
that in the field of charity you can do a good work, a work that we 
cannot do, and I know that so far you have always done that work 
faithfully and well. I thank you. 

National President : Commander-in-Chief Clarkson, — For all 
your kind words to us as an organization, I sincerely thank you, 
and we will try to merit your approval in the future as we have in 
the past. And now I will pin on your coat this ribbon badge 
bearing the portrait of your honored predecessor. And I will pin 
it on with one of mine, which you can safely wear into the heart of 
your family, for the artist, in justice to the original, was obliged 
to leave out of the composition the ingredients of both youth 
and beauty. 

Comrade Rea, you will please give these badges to your little 
wife, whom we learned to love so well during your administration as 
Commander-in-Chief. You mention that you with your comrades 
have marched up the hill of life and are now going down on the 
other side. Don't forget, comrades, that as you went up the hill in 
the morning of your young manhood, the sun was behind your 
back, but now that you have passed the " divide," the sun shines 
fair in your face, and on the glistening rays that come trailing 
through the clouds is borne the blessings of your comrades gone to 
comrades here — blazoning your paths with brightness as you 
march towards the sunset of life. 
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Mrs. Hitt, the National President-elect, then escorted the 
comrades from the hall, the pianist playing "Hail Columbia." 

National President : We will now proceed with the Resolutions. 

Resolution No 10 : That a member holding an unexpired 
transfer card be admitted to all meetings of this Order upon 
presentation of said card. 

Not approved by the committee. 

Moved by Mrs. Miller of Illinois, That the report of the com- 
mittee be accepted. Seconded by Mrs. Skeel of Wisconsin. 

National President : It is moved and seconded that the report 
of the committee be accepted. All in favor will signify it by usual 
voting sign of the Order. 

Carried and Resolution lost. 

Resolution No. 11 : 

Whereas, It Is a part of the Relief Corps' obligation to emulate the 
deeds of our army nurses, who rendered loving service to our country 
in her hour of peril, and to perpetuate the memory of our heroic dead ; 
and 

Whereas, These self-sacrificin<5 women are fast passing from labor 
to reward, some whose graves are unmarked save by a rude hoard soon 
to be rotted down ; therefore be it 

Besolved, That this Fourteenth National Convention create a fund, 
br raising the tax one cent per member to be paid quarterly, beginning 
with the year 1897, the same to be known as the National W.R.C. 
Monument Fund for Army Nurses, and from which a certain fixed 
amount shall be appropriated toward placing a suitable monument to the 
unmarked graves of army nurses, upon being properly reported to 
National Headquarters; and be it further requested that the National 
Chaplain furnish a list to National Secretary, of army nurses dead and 
living, to be printed in the Fourteenth National Convention Journal. 

Committee do not approve. 

Moved by Mrs. Bell of Wisconsin, that the report of the 
committee be adopted. Seconded by Mrs. Ransford of Indiana. 

Carried and Resolution lost. 

Resolution No. 12 : That the National Convention name a 
sum which shall be paid by those in arrears when their Corps is 
disbanded, to be entitled to a Department transfer card. 

The committee believe that this is mainly covered and that it 
is wholly unnecessary, and therefore do not approve. 

Mrs. Ransford of Indiana moved. That we adopt the report 
of the committee. Seconded by Mrs. Putnam of New York. 



Digitized by 



Google 



317 



Carried and Eesolution lost. 

Resolution No. 13 : That the National Convention reconsider 
their action and that Corps as well as Departments report semi- 
annually instead of quarterly. 

Covered by previous action on National President's address. 

Resolution No. 14: That the National Convention be re- 
quested to prepare smaller books for smaller Corps, thus lessening 
expense of organizing. 

Covered by previous action on National President's address. 

Resolution No. 15: 

Whereas, Realizing the fact that the relations of the Grand Army 
of the Republic and Woman*s Relief Corps cannot be too closely con- 
nected; therefore, be it 

Resolved, That it Is the sense of the Department Convention of the 
State of Illinois that all G.A.R. men should be honorary members of our 
Order, and we respectfully ask the National body to take action looking 
to that consummation. 

Not approved by committee. 

Moved by Mrs. Wallace of Illinois, that we accept the report 
of the committee. Seconded by Mrs. Miller of Illinois. 

Carried and Resolution lost. 
Resolution No. 16 : 

Whereas, The Rules and Regulations In Sects. 5 and 6, Art. II., of 
Chap. lY., specify the membership of the National Convention, and 

Whereas, A delegate and alternate-at-large are elected In addition 
to and apart /row the delegates pro rata; 

Besolved^ That the alternate-at-large shall only be entitled to a seat 
In National Convention, In the absence of the delegate-at-large 

Should a vacancy occur In both places, the same to be filled as pro- 
vided In Sect. 2, Art. V., Chap. III. 

Not approved by committee. 

Moved by Mrs. Oilman of Massachusetts, that we accept the 
report of the committee. Seconded by Mrs. Wright of Connecticut. 

Mrs. Wales of Massachusetts : I want to speak to that. It 
seems to me from the experience I have had, that it is not just at 
all that the delegate-at-large and the alternate-at-large, elected 
without regard to the number of members in the Department, 
should both have seats in the Convention. You elect a delegate 
and alternate at large, then you elect a delegate for every seven 
hundred members. Now if you allow the woman who is elected as 
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an alternate-at-large to take the seat of a delegate, there does not 
seem to be any justice in it. ' She is elected to take the place of 
the delegate-at-large. When I was Department President this 
matter came up. It was the first time I had ever heard of it. 
The delegate-at-large was present at the National Convention, 
but I was told that the first vacancy among the delegates must be 
filled by the altemate-at-larffe. This lady had come to the city 
with a party of friends for pleasure, and knowing that the dele- 
gate-at-large was to be present, had not planned to attend the 
Convention, except as a visitor whenever she wished to. She 
happened to be in the gallery during the opening session, and I 
was obliged to ask her to come down. She came, her name was 
entered, she took the badge and I never saw her again. I made 
up my mind that when I had an opportunity I should put in a 
resolution of this kind, that the alternate-at-large should only 
supply the place of the delegate-at-large. 

Mrs. Wallace of Illinois: The Rules and Regulations provide 
that a delegate-at-large is a delegate and that an equal number of 
alternates shall be elected also, and that it shall include an 
alternate-at-large, who will of course represent the delegate-at- 
large. I do not think we have ever had any legislation in regard 
to this matter. 

Mrs. Hampton of Michigan: I would like to say a word in 
regard to this matter. After our usual number of delegates are 
elected we elect a delegate-at-large which we are entitled to, then 
we elect our alternate-at-large, and I don't consider that this is a 
complimentary office j I think she has a large amount of work to 
do. Another point in regard to this is, the Grand Army for years 
have struggled to find out what would be the proper way to adjust 
this alternate and delegate business, and we follow directly in the 
same line that they do. 

Mrs. Ball of Potomac : In the States they elect, by Congres- 
sional districts, a delegate and an alternate for each of them, with 
a delegate and an alternate at large. If a delegate happens to drop 
out, the alternate takes that place. If the delegate-at-large drops 
out, the alternate-at-large takes that place, and it seems to me that 
it is such a simple plan, there cannot be any mistake. It seems 
to me we ought to settle this now, and there will never be any 
discussion over it again. 
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Mrs. Flagg of Michigan : I want to say that in voting for 
delegates in the State of Michigan we do not go hy Congressional 
districts, we go according to membership. We divide the member- 
ship by the number of delegates to make it as fair as possible. 

Mrs. Wittenmyer : In other States they are divided up into 
Congressional districts, and I want to say that I don't believe but 
that it will be difficult to divide and make them into just that 
number, and it seems to me that as we have been running on this 
plan for about fourteen years, it would be very difficult to change it. 

Mrs. Clark of Massachusetts : We are entitled to one delegate- 
at-large from each Department and one delegate for each seven 
hundred members. 

Mrs. Ransford of Indiana : I think in view of the fact that for 
several years election customs have grown up in the different 
Departments of this Order, whereby they have tried to make a fair 
adjustment of the representation of their Department to the 
National Convention, so that every district should have a represen- 
tative, that unless some change can be made in our present law, 
we will force upon them an injustice. We have learned that from 
our own Departments. We have tried to straighten it out but 
cannot. I hope that this resolution which Mrs. Wales has brought 
will be adopted. 

Moved by Mrs. Lowd of Massachusetts, That the report be 
laid on the table. Seconded by Mrs. Gilman of Massachusetts. 

Motion carried and Kesolution laid on the table. 

Resolution No. 17 : 

Whereas, Believing it to be for the best interests of a Corps that 
its work be done in as concise and systematic a manner as possible : 

Be8olvedf That a Corps Treasurer's Report Blank be printed and 
issued with other Corps supplies, the form of said blank to be as per 
sample herewith submitted. 

Approved by committee. 

Moved by Mrs. Bagley of Ohio, That the report of the com- 
mittee be adopted. Seconded by Mrs. Miller of Illinois. 
Carried and Resolution adopted. 
Resolution No. 18 : 

Whereas, The comrades of the Grand Army of the Republic are 
advancing in years, and will naturally pass away, evidently in a few 
years more their ranks will be broken, and in many places they find it 



Digitized by 



Google 



320 FOURTEENTH NATIONAL CONVENTION OP 

hard to economize so that they will be enabled to hold their meetings ; 
and 

Whereas, We, the Woman's Relief Corps, their loyal auxiliary, 
desiring to do and at all times work for their interest ; now be it 

Besolved^ That all soldiers be made honorary members of the 
Woman's Relief Corps ; be it further 

Resolved^ That the delegates to the National Convention be in- 
structed to present these resolutions to the Fourteenth National Conven- 
tion and use every influence to have the same passed by that body. 

Covered by previous action on Resolution No. 15. 

Resolution No. 19: That Sect. 3, Art. VII., Chap. II., Rules 
and Regulations, be changed to read ^'that any present or past 
officer in good standing be permitted to install officers-elect with- 
out a detail from Department President." 

Approved by the committee. 

Moved by Mrs. Stiesmeier of Missouri, That the report of the 
committee be adopted. Seconded by Mrs. Wales of Massachusetts. 

Carried and Resolution adopted. 

Resolution No. 20 : 

Whereas, We believe a closer fellowship with the Grand Army of 
the Republic would be for their interest and of its auxiliary — the 
Woman's Relief Corps ; 

Resolved^ That we open the doors of our Corps rooms to the mem- 
bers of the Grand Army of the Republic, and admit them at any and all 
times to our meetings. 

Resolved, That this shall not permit them to take any part in the 
business proceedings. 

Covered by previous action. 

Resolution No. 21 : That this Convention request our 
National Convention to rescind the action taken by National Con- 
vention, which deprives a member honorably discharged from . 
retaining honors won in past work, if she becomes again a member 
of our Order, while one who loses her membership by non-payment 
of dues receives again all honors on being reinstated. We believe 
this places a premium on dishonorable rather than honorable loss 
of membership. 

Not approved by committee. 

Moved by Mrs. Miller of Illinois, That the report of committee 
be accepted. Seconded by Mrs. Putnam of New York. 

Mrs. Lowd : I trust that the report of the committee will not 
prevail. This resolution is the righting of a great wrong to many 
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members who have gone out with an honorable discharge. We 
have reinstated members who have been dropped. Some influence 
is brought to bear that arouses their interest again, perhaps it is a 
coming Encampment, and there is great enthusiasm. We have 
had experience of that and we know what it is, and they think they 
will come back again into the Order. If they were dropped for 
non-payment and they come back we restore their honors to them* 
. Why should they not have them when they have an honorable 
discharge ? 

Mrs. Wallace of Illinois : I think we have been doing a great 
injustice and I hope that the report of the committee will 
not prevail. 

Mrs. Bell of Wisconsin : We have a rule about dropped mem- 
bers but we have no rule for discharged members. 

Mrs. Wallace of Illinois : In Rules and Regulations, page 28, 
I read the rule governing this, and in order to change this you 
will have to amend your Rules and Regulations. 

Mrs. Mattison of Washington and Alaska : What we want is 
a regulation which will treat those who leave in an honorable manner 
as well as we do those who leave in a dishonorable manner. 

National President ; All those in favor of adopting the report 
of the committee will signify it by the usual voting sign of the 
Order. Motion lost and the committee not sustained. 

Mrs. Lowd of Massachusetts : Now I move that we adopt the 
resolution after adding the words " and Rules and Regulations be 
so amended." 

Seconded by Mrs. Bell of Wisconsin. 

Carried, and Resolution adopted as amended. 

Resolution No. 22 : That our Convention request National 
President not to make any National appointments in the Depart- 
ment without consulting Department President, and only on her 
recommendation. 

Not approved by the committee. 

Moved by Mrs. Wales of Massachusetts, That the report of 
the committee be adopted. Seconded by Mrs. Reed of Massachu- 
setts. 

Carried and Resolution lost. 

Resolution No. 23 : That Sect. 2, Art. VIII., Chap. II., of 
Rules and Regulations, shall be amended by the insertion of the 

21 
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words, " and afl&x their signatures thereto, if approved," after the 
word "quarterly." 

Approved by committee. 

Moved by Mrs. Stiesmeier of Missouri, That the report of the 
committee be adopted. Seconded by Mrs. Bell of Wisconsin. 

Carried, and Erosolution adopted. 

National President : California has a resolution which she 
wishes acted on. Shall we receive it ? 

Moved by Mrs. Wales of Massachusetts, That the resolution 
be received. Seconded by Mrs. Alrich of Kansas. [Carried.] 

Mrs. Atkinson of California : It was voted that we present 
this resolution to the Convention and ask if we could not appoint 
an organist and provide a badge for the same. We desire it to 
appear as Resolution No. 24. 

Moved by Mrs. Wallace of Illinois, That the resolution be not 
adopted. Seconded by Mrs. Miller of Illinois. 

Carried, and Resolution lost. 

Resolution 25 : That members leaving the Order through honor- 
able discharge or by reason of disbanding of Corps may have past 
honors restored upon again becoming members of the Woman's 
Relief Corps. 

National President : This has already been acted on. 

Resolution No. 26 : 

Whereas, One of the objects of the Woman's Relief Corps is to 
" inculcate lessons of patriotism and love of country among our children 
and in the community in which we live," and believing that patriotic 
contests is one of the best ways to bring about this object; therefore, 

Besolved, That the Fourteenth National Convention of the 
Woman's Relief Corps, auxiliary to the Grand Army of the Republic, 
adopt the plan of Corps holding patriotic contests, and that the incoming 
National President appoint a committee to devise a suitable medal or 
badge with the word ** Patriotism " on it, to present to contestants. 
That the National Council of the Woman's Relief Corps shall have power 
to approve and adopt the said medal or badge and issue the same through 
the proper channel. Said medal or badge to be owned and sold by the 
National Woman's Relief Corps same as the W.R.C. Badge is sold from 
National Treasurer through Department Treasurer to Corps Treasurer, 
price of which shall not exceed one dollar and a half to Corps Treasurers . 
And that printed instructions to judges be furnished free with each 
medal or badge sold. 

Not approved by committee. 
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Moved by Mrs. Wales of Massachusetts, That the report of 
committee be accepted. Seconded by Mrs. Bagley of Ohio. 

Carried and Resolution lost. 

Moved by Mrs. Wales of Massachusetts, That the report of the 
Committee on Resolutions, as amended, be adopted as a whole. 

Seconded by Mrs. Winans of Ohio. [Carried.] 

National President ; We will now hear the report of Com- 
mittee on Testimonial to Past National President, Emma R. 
Wallace. 

Report presented by Jennie Bross of Illinois, Chairman. 

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON TESTIMONIAL TO MRS. WALLACE. 

Mrs, President and Members of the Fourteenth National 
Convention^ W,R,C. : Your Committee on Testimonial to Mrs. 
Wallace have attended to the very pleasant duty assigned 
them and beg leave to submit the following correspondence : — 

Office of Chairman Committee on Testimonial. 

Chicago, III., Jan. 12, 1896. 
Mrs. Harriette L. Reed, 

National Secretary. 
Dear Madam: We, the committee who were appointed by the 
National President, Mrs. Llzabeth A. Turner, on testimonial for the re- 
tiring President, Emma R. Wallace, desire to report that in consultation 
with Mrs. Wallace, and in compliance with her own selection, there was 
procured a handsome jewelled brooch, and a long gold watch chain, which 
we feel assured will be as a chain of love, each link binding the hearts of 
the donors closer to the one who had so acceptably served them, and as 
the pin shall clasp, It will be typical of the bonds that shall be cemented 
stronger and stronger while life shall last. 

Respectfully submitted in F., C.and L., 

Jennie Bross, Illinois, Chairman. 
Margaret R. Wickins, Kansas, 
Armilla a. Cheney, Michigan, 

Committee. 

Office of Chaihman Committee on Testimonial. 

Chicago, 111., Jan. 20, 1896. 
Mrs. Emma R. Wallace, 

Past National President^ W^B.C. 

Dear Madam : It was very gratifying to me and considered a great 

honor to be appointed chairman of the committee to procure a suitable 

testimonial to convey to you the loving esteem in which you are held by 

the loyal women of our grand organization. Closely associated as we 
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have been as co-workers in the holy cause we serve, no one knows better 
than I, the hours of ceaseless toil, the indomitable energy shown, in 
carrying out the principles of our Order, or the loving womanly manner 
in which all your decisions were rendered. In behalf of the committee 
and of the thousands of loyal members of the Woman's Relief Corps, 
we present to you this jewelled pin and golden chain, now as a loving 
token, and in after years a memento, of those who were loyal and true 
during your administration in 1894 and 1895. 

Sincerely and lovingly in F., C. and L., 

Jennie Bross, Illinois, Chairman, 
Margaret Ray Wickins, Kansas, 
Armilla a. Cheney, Michigan, 

Committee, 

Reply of Mrs. Wallace. 

3817 Michigan Avenue, Chicago, III., March 2, 1896. 
Miss Jennie Bross, 

Chairman Committee on Testimonial, 
My Dear Friend: My jewelled pin rests upon its velvet cushion 
sparkling into my face the love it bears from '*my girls"; around my 
neck the golden chain binding me to those I served so willingly. Miite 
emblems are they, still they whisper many things I love to hear, and 
could I reply in acknowledgment of these gifts in language one half as 
eloquent as this silence, I should be glad indeed. As it is, I can only 
fold into my heart the rich, rare memories of the last year, the newly- 
found friends, the old ones, duties done and pleasures past, adding this 
one more token of good will, say to each member they are all '* sacred 
to memory and thee." 

Yours fraternally, 

EMMA R. WALLACE, 

Past National President, 

Moved by Mrs. Sandes of Illinois, That the report of the 
committee be accepted. Seconded by Mrs. Moore of Massachusetts. 
[Carried.] 

National President being called from the platform, the National 
Junior Vice-President, Mrs. Stiesmeier, took the chair. 

Mrs. Lowd of Massachusetts : I move, That a committee be 
appointed to procure a testimonial for the retiring President, 
and I do not wish to be a member of this committee. Seconded 
by Mrs. Parker of Massachusetts. [Carried.] 

The National Junior Vice-President appointed the following 
ladies on that committee : — 
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Mrs. Lowd of Massachusetts, Chairman; Mrs. Wickins of 
ifansas, Mrs. Wittenmyer of Pennsylvania. 

Mrs. Lowd of Massachusetts : I move that Resolution No. 16 
be taken from the table and referred to a committee who shall 
report to the Fifteenth National Convention. 

Seconded by Mrs. Wallace of Illinois. [Carried.] 

Committee appointed, consisting of Mrs. Wales of Massachu- 
setts, Mrs. Wallace of Illinois and Mrs. Turner of Massachusetts. 

National President resumed the chair. 

Mrs. Atkinson of California : I move that Mrs. Hollister, who 
is a member of the Press Committee for this Convention, be 
allowed to extend greetings from the fraternal business organiza- 
tion of Maccabees. Seconded by Mrs. Derby of Massachusetts. 
[Carried.] 

Mrs. Hollister: Mrs. President, Ladies and Sisters, — I can 
say sisters, for I am a member of this organization, — it affords me 
great pleasure and benefit to be in attendance at this Convention. 
I have come seven hundred miles to be with you, and to bring 
you greetings from a band of women, sixty thousand in number, 
a National Council of women. We are a business organization, 
for the purpose of protecting our homes and our lives. I bring 
you greetings and say hail to all who are working for the good 
of humanity, whatever their name. 

Minutes of the Council read by the National Secretary. 



MINUTES OF FIRST COUNCIL MEETING. 

Galt House, Louisville, Ky., Sept. 15, 1895. 
The first meeting of the Council elected for the year 1895-96, 
was held at the Gait House, Louisville, Ky., Saturday evening, 
Sept. 15, 1895, and was called to order at 9.30, the newly 
elected President, Mrs. Lizabeth A. Turner of Boston, Mass., 
presiding. There were present Mrs. Ninekirk, National Senior 
Vice-President, Mrs. Stiesmeier, National Junior Vice-President, 
Mrs. Wickins, National Counselor, Mrs. Daniels, Mrs. Wright 
and Mrs. Moore of the Executive Board and National Secretary, 
Mrs. Reed. 
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The minutes of the last meeting were read and the subjects 
discussed. The first subject to be brought up related to the 
Andersonville Prison property and what action the Woman's 
Relief Corps would take in regard to it. The subject was freely 
discussed, but all agreed that more information concerning it 
would be necessary before any decision could be reached. 

It was moved by Mrs. Wickins, " That a committee be 
appointed by the National President to consider the subject in all 
its bearings," which was seconded and carried. The committee 
appointed were Mrs. Wittenmyer, Mrs. Wickins, Mrs. Wallace 
and Miss Bross. 

Mrs. Sherwood's bills at the Convention of the National 
Council of Women in Washington, D.C., were next considered, 
and it was moved by Mrs. Stiesmeier, " That they be paid from 
the money previously subscribed for the defraying of such ex- 
penses," which was seconded and carried. 

Mrs. Wittenmyer then moved," That the Assistant National 
Secretary be paid the usual sum of twenty dollars for her services 
at the National Convention," which was seconded and carried. 

Mrs. Stiesmeier moved, " That the National President 
appoint a committee to procure a testimonial for Mrs. Wallace, 
the retiring National President," and this motion was seconded 
and carried, and the committee appointed were Miss Bross, Mrs. 
Wickins and Mrs. Cheney. 

Mrs. Turner, National President, spoke of the flag-staff 
belonging to the National organization, saying that she thought 
it was rather expensive to send it from place to place and it 
was never used, therefore she suggested that it be presented to 
Mrs. Ninekirk. Mrs. Wickins moved that this be done, which 
was seconded and carried. 

Mrs. Wittenmyer then asked that the Council take action on 
her Home Board recommendations and after some discussion it 
was moved by Mrs. Stiesmeier, " That all these matters be referred 
to the Home Board for final action." This motion was seconded 
and carried. 

The hour being late, the meeting was then adjourned to 12 m. 
the following day. 
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Adjourned Meeting. 
^The adjourned meeting was held on Sunday, September 16, 
but as some of the members of the Council were preparing to 
leave, the iattendance was not as large as on the previous evening. 
The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved, as 
were the minutes of the last session of National Convention, 
which were brought by Mrs. Ninekirk, and read by Secretary. 

As the hour of departure drew near, the final " good-byes" 
were said and the meeting adjourned, subject to the call of the 
National President. 

Respectfully submitted in F., C. and L., 

National Secretary^ 

MINUTES OF SECOND MEETING OF COUNCIL. 

Hotel Ryan, St. Paul, Minn., Aug. 31, 1896. 

The second meeting of the Council was held at Hotel Ryan, 
St. Paul, Minn., on Monday, Aug. 31, 1896, at 5 p.m., the 
National President, Mrs. Turner, presiding Those present 
were: National Senior Vice-President, Mrs. Ninekirk, National 
Junior Vice-President, Mrs. Stiesmeier, National Treasurer, Mrs. 
Bagley, National Chaplain, Mrs. Plummer, National Inspector, 
Mrs. Carr, National Counselor, Mrs. Wickins, National Institu- 
ting and Installing Officer, Mrs. Mason ; the following mem- 
bers of the Executive Board : Mrs. Wittenmyer, Mrs. Daniels, 
Mrs. Alrich, Mrs. Wright, Mrs. Moore and National Secretary, 
Mrs. Reed. 

The meeting was opened with prayer by the National Chap- 
lain, after which the minutes of previous meeting were read and 
approved. The President then spoke of the change of committee 
on Andersonville Prison property, giving her reasons for the 
change. When the committee was appointed, Mrs. Wallace 
and Mrs. Wickins expected to attend the Atlanta Exposition, 
but as they failed to do this, a change became necessary. She 
asked that her action be approved by Council, and it was moved 
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by Mrs. Ninekirk and seconded that the President be sustained 
in this change. Mrs. Turner then gave a detailed account of her 
visit to Andersonville during the past winter, with interesting 
facts concerning its location, size, condition and needs, and the 
subject was fully discussed by various members of the Council. 

Mrs. Wittenmyer desired a full expression of opinion of the 
Council regarding the acceptance of the gift of Andersonville 
from the Department of Georgia, Grand Army of the Republic, 
and assuming the responsibility of its future care by the Woman's 
Relief Corps. She also asked that she might submit her report 
to the Council for approval before presenting it to the Convention, 
which was done and further discussion followed. 

Many suggestions were made towards securing help in the 
maintenance of this property from sources outside the Woman's 
Relief Corps. Mrs. Bagley thought the government should assist 
in the work. Mrs. Ninekirk proposed that the Sons of Veterans 
be invited to assist us. Mrs. Stiesmeier thought we might 
properly appeal to the general public with good results, which 
Mrs. Alrich approved, while Mrs. Carr proposed sending circulars 
to our Corps, presenting the facts of the case. The subject was 
fully deliberated upon, each member desiring that she might un- 
derstand it in all its bearings before taking any action upon it 
and be prepared to state her views to the Convention, when the 
matter should be brought before it. 

A few other things of minor importance were disposed of 
and the report of the Auditing Committee called for. This com- 
mittee not having completed its ^ork, Mrs. Alrich moved that the 
Council adjourn to meet at 9 a.m., on Thursday, Septembers, 
at the church, before the opening of Convention. 

Adjourned Meeting, 

The adjourned meeting called to meet at the church on 
Thursday morning was opened by the President at 9 o'clock. 
Those present were: Mrs. Bagley, Mrs. Plummer, Mrs. Carr, 
Mrs. Wickins, Mrs. Mason, Mrs. Daniels, Mrs. Wright, Mrs. 
Moore and Mrs. Reed, National Secretary. 

Mrs. Turner submitted a new blank for use of Corps 
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Treasurers in preparing ttieir reports for presentation at each 
regular meeting, which should be printed and sold as other supr 
plies, thus securing uniformity. This blank was unanimously 
approved by the Council. The Auditing Committee then pre- 
sented their report. 

REPORT OP AUDITING COMMITTEE. 

St. Paul, Minn., Sept. 2, 1896. 
Your committee have the honor to submit the following 
report. We have examined the books of the National Treasurer, 
Isabelle T. Bagley, and the National Secretary, Harriette L. 
Reed, and report that their duty has been carefully and conscien- 
tiously performed, and that they find all books, accounts and 
vouchers correct. We congratulate the Order for the systematic 
manner in which the books have been kept. 

Respectfully submitted in F., C. and L., 

Ellen F. Daniels, Chairman. 
Frances E. Moore, 
Charlotte E. Wright, 
Emma B. Alrich, 

A uditing Com mittee . 

Moved and seconded that the report be accepted. 

As the time had anived for the opening of Convention, 
on motion of Mrs. Alrich of Kansas, the Council adjourned 
subject to the call of the National President. 

Respectfully submitted in F., C. and L., 

National Secretary, 

Moved by Mrs. Bell of Wisconsin, That the Minutes of 
National Council, as read, be adopted. Seconded by Mrs. Flagg of 
Michigan. [Carried.] 

The report of Committee on National Chaplain's Report not 
being presented to Convention, was referred to the incoming 
Council. The report was accepted by the Council and recom- 
mendations adopted. The report is as follows : — 
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REPORT OP COMMITTEE ON NATIONAL CHAPLAIN'S REPORT. 

Mrs. President and Members of the Fourteenth National Con- 
vention^ W,R,C. : We, the committee appointed on the National 
Chaplain's report, have examined the same and wish to express 
our appreciation of the manner in which the duties of the oflSce 
have been performed. We most heartily approve the recom- 
mendation contained in the report. 

Respectfully submitted in F., C. and L., 

Laura S. Dodge, Colorado, Chairman. 
S. Agnes Parker, Massachusetts, 
Clara A. Davis, Iowa, 
Nellie M. Carleton, Missouri, 
Sarah E. Adair, Oregon, 

Committee. 



Mrs. Lowd of Massachusetts : I move that the customary 
sum of twenty dollars be given to the Assistant Secretary. 
Seconded by Mrs. Wickins of Kansas. [Carried.] 
Mrs. Wittenmyer of Pennsylvania : I desire to offer the 
following resolution : — 

Hesolved, That this Convention express their high appreciation of 
the courtesies and hospitality extended the Woman's Relief Corps during 
their stay in this beautiful city, and hereby tender their grateful thanks 
to the Department of Minnesota Woman's Relief Corps, to the Citizens* 
Committee, the Ladies' Citizens' Committee, and to all who have made 
our visit so exceedingly pleasant, and which will ever be to us a sweet 
memory. 

Moved by Mrs. Ransford of Indiana, That the resolution be 

adopted by a rising vote. 

Seconded by Mrs. Herrick of Wisconsin. [Carried.] 
Moved by Mrs. Ransford of Indiana, That the thanks for 

courtesies received be placed in the hands of the Committee on 

Courtesies who shall properly acknowledge the same on behalf of 

this Convention. 

Seconded by Mrs. Mason of Maine. [Carried.] 

National President : All these thanks for courtesies will be 

printed in the Jodrnal. 
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Moved by Mrs. Brigham of Massachusetts, seconded by 
Mrs. Miller of Illinois, That the thanks of this Convention be 
extended the National President for her promptness and efficiency 
in conducting the business of this Convention. [Carried.] 

Moved by Mrs. Wallace of Illinois, That this Convention 
thank Mrs. Reed, the National Secretary, and Mrs. Wales, As- 
sistant Secretary, for their valuable services to this Convention. 
Seconded by Mrs. Lynch of Pennsylvania. [Carried.] 
Moved by Mrs. Minot of New Hampshire, That a vote of 
thanks be tendered Mrs. Going of Massachusetts for her efficient 
services as pianist. 

Seconded by Mrs. Mann of Ohio. [Carried.] 
Moved by Mrs. Wales of Massachusetts, That we express 
by a vote of thanks our appreciation of the services rendered by 
Miss Haskell of St. Paul, as stenographer for this Convention. 
Seconded by Mrs. Makechney of New Jersey. [Carried.] 
Moved by Mra. Craig of Wisconsin, That we extend our 
grateful thanks to Mrs. Marie Hasenwinkle, Department Presi- 
dent of Minnesota; Mrs. Miller of Illinois, Chairman, and all 
members of Press Committee; Mrs. Luberger of Iowa, Chief 
Conductor, and her assistants; Mrs. Wadsworth of Massachu- 
setts, Chief Guard, and her assistants; Mrs. Smith of Minnesota, 
Chief Postmistress, and her assistants ; and all who have helped 
make this Convention a grand success. 

Seconded by Mrs. McClelland of Illinois. [Carried.] 
Moved by Mrs. Wickins of Kansas, That all unfinished 
business be referred to the incoming National Council. 

Seconded by Mrs. Wittenmyer of Pennsylvania. [Carried.] 
National President: Ladies, the hour has come to close our 
year's work together, and the good-byes must be said. You 
have waited patiently for the gavel to sound ''lights out" and 
doors closed to the Fourteenth National Convention. For your 
close attention to business I sincerely thank you, one and all. I 
can only add the wish that ''He who notes the sparrow's fall" 
may keep us as in the hollow of His hand till we meet again. 

We will now proceed to the installation of officers. Guards 
will open the doors and admit the comrades who have been so 
patiently waiting for admission. 
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The following ladies were invited by Mrs. Hitt, the newly 
elected National President, to install the officers. 

Mrs. Emma Stark Hampton of Michigan, Installing Officer, 
Mrs. Harriette L. Reed of Massachusetts, Secretary. 
Mrs. Harriet J. Bodge of Connecticut, Chaplain. 
Mrs. Mary A. Travis of Indiana, Conductor. 

The following elected officers were then installed : — 

National President • Agnes Hitt, Indiana. 

National Senior Vice-President . . . Marie Hasenwinkle, Minnesota. 

National Treasurer Isabelle T. Bagley, Ohio. 

National Chaplain Alice M. Pickler, South Dakota. 

Executive Board : 

Helen M. Griffith, Iowa, Chairman. 

Sarah E. Milham, Minnesota. 

Abbie A. Adams, Nebraska. 

Mary E. Inman, Maine. 

The National Junior Vice-President, Amelia F. Colgan of 
Virginia, Mary Scott Myers of Oregon, of the Executive Board, 
and Charity Rusk Craig of Wisconsin, of the W.R.C. Home 
Board, were not present to be installed. 

The National President then announced the following ap- 
pointed officers who were duly installed : — 

National Secretary . . .^^ . Ida S McBride, Indiana. 

National Inspector Julia G. Sine, Illinois. 

National Counselor Lizabeth A. Turner, Massachusetts. 

National I. and I. Officer . . . Sarah D. Winans, Ohio. 

Mrs. Hitt, National President : I desire to thank the Install- 
ing Officers for their services, especially Mrs. Hampton, who 
installed me as Department President of Indiana, and ask the 
co-operation of all for the ensuing year. 

The Council will meet at ten o'clock tomorrow morning at 
the Ryan House. 

If there be no further business, I now declare the Fourteenth 
National Convention adjourned. 



Boston, Mass., Dec 1, 1896. 
I certify the foregoing is, to the best of my knowledge and belief, 
a true copy of the Proceedings of the Fourteenth National Convention, 
Woman's Relief Corps, auxiliary to the Grand Army of the Republic. 



utbay^^^iytUMe^ ^ .Ol^A.^. 



Past National Secretary. 
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REPORT 



OF 



Committee on Greetings of the Woman's Relief Corps 



TO THE 



Grand Army of the Republic. 



Your committee believe the best report they can make is to 
quote literally from the Journal of the Thirtieth National En- 
campment Grand Army of the Republic, pages 187 to 190, 
which reads as follows : — 

A committee from the Convention of the Woman's Relief 
Corps, consisting of Mrs. Wallace, Mrs. Hitt and Mrs. Young, 
was escorted to the platform by Comrades Adams, Lawler and 
Rea, appointed for that purpose, and introduced to the Encamp- 
ment. Mrs. Wallace addressed the Encampment as follows : — 

Comrades : To me has been accorded the high honor of 
bringing to you the annual report from the Woman's Relief 
Corps. I do not intend to read it in detail, as you will see it 
probably in your Journal. Three items only will I read. It has 
been compiled since the beginning of the organization, twelve 
years ago, by Departments. The total amount of money turned 
over to Posts during the twelve years is $324,496.15. Expended 
in relief, $621,669.25. The total amount expended in behalf of 
the Grand Army and its dependent ones in the last twelve years 
has been $1,371,832.63. 



Digitized by 



Google 



334 



FOUBTEBNTH NATIONAL CONTENTION OP 



Tabalated report of expenditures for relief as reported by 
Departments, Provisional Departments and Detached Corps of 
the Woman's Relief Corps, Auxiliary to the Grand Army of the 
Republic, from its organization July 25, 1883 : — 



Expended 
in Relief. 



Tamed Over 
to Posts. 



Estimated 
Relief Other 
than Money. 



Totals. 



California and Nev. 
Colorado and Wyo. 

Connecticut \ 

Dakota 

Idaho j 

Illinois ! 

Indiana j 

Iowa 1 

Kansas | 

Kentucky I 

Louisiana and Miss. 

Maine 

Maryland 

Massachusetts . . 

Michigan 

Minnesota 

Missouri 

Montana 

Nebraska 

New Hampshire .. 

New Jersey 

New Mexico 

New York 

North Dakota 

Ohio 

Oregon 

Oklahoma 

Pennsylvania 

Potomac 

Rhode Island 

South Dakota 

Tennessee 

Texas 

Vermont 

Wash, and Alaska. 

West Virginia 

Wisconsin 

Provincial Dept. . . 
Detached Corps . . . 



Total. 



$52,304 28 

14,174 15 

16,205 32 

1,439 54 

170 35 

39,005 86 

29,093 51 

37,817 78 

35,264 72 

3,918 89 

1,887 11 

4,101 04 

2,373 75 

80,714 73 

26.805 76 

11.095 92 

15,634 35 

575 81 

12,426 47 

15,068 13 

3,279 32 

306 92 

30,714 52 

753 60 

85,557 60 

4,421 60 

312 63 

27,248 80 

3,177 94 

2,188 58 

2,499 29 

304 59 

683 76 

6,528 23 

8,004 76 

427 25 

30,480 02 

922 23 

14,780 14 



$621,669 25 $324,496 15 



$10,272 63 
4 315 46 

6.706 46 
1,085 95 

337 35 

13,689 05 

10,801 87 

12,920 89 

19,516 17 

902 49 

279 20 

3,710 62 

1,806 45 

71,029 84 

19,104 56 

9,846 21 

2,164 89 

570 34 

8,932 68 

7,244 65 

7,105 03 

148 07 

17,224 53 

413 63 

30,925 06 

2,201 15 

201 86 

34,374 41 

95 00 

3.707 51 
1,484 04 

39 50 
199 41 

5,235 16 

3,452 45 
441 48 

8,376 24 
386 95 

3,048 02 



$13,937 07 

10,271 88 

6,454 31 



3'^ 35 

24,906 90 

17,538 34 

23,074 43 

14,632 79 

801 81 

669 16 

3,607 28 

1,761 89 

17,193 20 

20.675 20 

10,916 88 

8,569 43 

371 05 

15,134 67 

1,986 94 

705 18 



19,137 69 

484 40 

28,228 40 

3,397 96 

389 60 

14,881 36 

3,855 18 

1,993 51 

3,926 38 

6 00 

210 55 

5,490 85 

3,510 41 

249 20 

21,080 74 

177 90 

2.790 94 



$76,613 98 
28,761 48 
28,366 09 

2,526 49 
541 05 
77,601 81 
57,433 72 
73,813 10 
69,413 68 

5,623 19 

2.836 46 
11,418 94 

6,941 69 

168,937 77 

66,685 52 

31,858 01 

26,368 67 

1,617 20 
36,493 82 
24,299 72 
11,089 53 
454 99 
67,276 64 

1,651 63 

144,711 06 

10,017 70 

904 09 

76,504 57 

7,123 12 

7,889 60 

7,909 71 
350 09 

1,093 72 
17,254 24 
14,967 62 

1,117 93 
59,937 00 

1,487 08 
20,619 10 



$303,049 21 



$1,249,214 61 



Digitized by 



Google 



335 



RECAPITULATION. 

Total expended in relief $621,669 26 

Total turned over to Posts 324,496 16 

Estimated relief other than money 303,049 21 

Total to June 30, 1896 $1,249,214 61 

Expended for Year Ending June 30, 1896. 

Amount expended for Memorial Day 79,707 18 

Amount expended at National W.R.C. Home, Madison, O.. 32,164 31 

Amount expended for army nurses 3,426 50 

Amount expended for Memorial Day in the South 2,785 67 

Special relief 450 00 

Amount expended in pension work for army nurses 1,468 61 

Expended by Pennsylvania for Memorial Home 2,615 75 

Grand Total to June 30, 1896 $1,371,832 63 

Respectfully submitted in F., 0. and L., 

LIZABETH A. TURNER, 

National President, W.B. C. 

Comrades, these are dollars and cents. Could I dig deep in 
the mine of thought and bring forth its choicest gems in words, 
and polish them with the love and veneration we hold for you, 
they would still be meaningless and lustreless beside what we 
would say. I stand before you wearing the button of my soldier 
husband's wedding coat. I followed him to the front, and, com- 
rades, I am one with you, and feel today the highest honor that 
has ever been conferred upon me is to be selected to bring to you 
the greetings of 140,000 loyal women working in your behalf. 
We bear upon our delegate's badge the face of your Commander- 
in-Chief, our Commander-in-Chief, and not to detain you, we 
pledge you anew not only our services, but the services of our 
sons and our daughters, and so long as the Woman's Relief Corps 
shall hold its banner side by side with that of the Grand Army of 
the Republic, you may know that aside from what we are doing 
for you, we are teaching patriotism to the coming generation. 
And so we bring to you this report of what is so small compared 
to your merits ; we bring to you the greetings of the Woman's 
Relief Corps, and say, God bless you one and all. 

Mrs. Hitt: Comrades it gives me great pleasure to greet 
you. When a year ago the National Encampment gave to In- 
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diana its highest gift, the office of Commander-in-Chief, the 
Woman's Relief Corps felt that it had been honored. Your 
Commander-in-Chief was the Adjutant-General of the Depart- 
ment of Indiana when I had the honor to preside over the Con- 
vention of the Relief. Corps of the Department. He stood by me 
faithfully and well, and at a time when I needed more than ordi- 
nary support. I will not take your time but will close by thank- 
ing you for the privilege of saying this much. 

The Commander-in-Chief called upon Past Commander-in- 
Chief Adams to express the sentiments of the Encampment to 
the ladies. 

Comrade Adams said : Nothing gives me greater pleasure 
than to express the love and the gratitude that the comrades of 
the Grand Army feel towards the Woman's Relief Corps. The 
boys know I am always enthusiastic for that organization because 
it was born in Massachusetts under my administration, away 
back in 1879. 

Now I want the boys to see Aunt Becky Young. She says 
she cannot talk. She was for three years and a half one of the 
angels that came down to the Army of the Potomac and bound 
up our wounds and took care of us and gave us a mother's bless- 
ing as we lay in pain. I can tell you that we, the boys of the 
Grand Army, never forgot the old army nurses, and we love you 
today just as well as ever. Now just give us a word. 

Mrs. Young : Boys, I never was so proud of you in my life 
as I was yesterday when you travelled through the streets of St. 
Paul. You never looked so well, and you never did so well in 
your lives before, I believe. 

Comrade Adams : There is nothing like the inspiration of a 
Grand Army gathering to make any one talk. I am not going 
to take the time of the Encampment. The Relief Corps under- 
stands that the Grand Army appreciates everything it is doing, 
and we can only say, go on, and God will bless you in your 
noble work of charity. 

Respectfully submitted in F., C. and L., 

Emma R. Wallace, Illinois, Chairman^ 
Aunt Becky Young, Iowa, 
Agnes Hitt, Indiana, 

CoTfirn/ittee. 



Digitized by 



Google 



337 



Report of Committee on Courtesies. 



The Fourteenth National Convention Woman'« Relief Corps 
will be ever memorable in the history of the great annual gather- 
ings of the Woman's Relief Corps, as the auxiliary of the Grand 
Army of the Republic, because of the whole-hearted hospitality 
extended by the citizens of St. Paul, through their several com- 
mittees and as individuals ; and also because of the exceptional 
courtesies and kindnesses bestowed by the Department of 
Minnesota, W.R.C., and the entertainers of the local Corps of 
Minneapolis. 

National President Lizabeth A. Turner and her able staff of 
officers, assistants and committees, have contributed largely to 
the success and pleasures of Convention by their faithful attend- 
ance upon all business sessions and by their uniform kindness 
and courtesy in the discharge of their respective duties. 

National President Turner herself, by her promptness in 
bringing down the gavel, by her genial wit, patriotic purpose and 
business despatch, has made the Fourteenth National Convention 
a glorious epoch among the grand Conventions of our Order. 

From the time of our entrance into the beautiful city of St. 
Paul, until our departure, our sojourn has been one of unmixed 
pleasure, coupled with delight that we have again been per- 
mitted to witness the assemblage of so many thousands of our 
noble veterans, in the beautiful State of Minnesota, and to rejoice 
over the development of the great country which their prowess 
saved, and in whose progress and prosperity they have been so 
important a part. 

While no words of ours could adequately set forth the gener- 
ous deeds in which so many hundreds had a part in providing 
for our entertainment and edification, yet we would emphasize 
and do hereby tender our thanks to all through their official repre- 
sentatives; and to the representatives themselves we would 
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express our deepest sense of gratitude for all we have thus been 
permitted to enjoy. To particularize : — 

We extend our thanks to the Citizens' Committee of St. 
Paul and the Ladies' Citizens' Committee for their handsome pro- 
vision for the comfort and entertainment of the Fourteenth 
National Convention W.R.C., and visiting members; for the use 
of the Congregational Church, and the excursion to Lake Minne- 
tonka under f%e courteous management of Major Espy. 

To the Ladies' Citizens' Committee, ably represented by the 
Chairman, Mrs. R. M. Newport, for the recognition given the 
Woman's Relief Corps at Headquarters; for the magnificent 
receptions, concerts and the many pleasures provided, in which 
we had a share. 

To the Relief Corps of the Department of Minnesota, and 
their energetic Department President, Marje Hasenwinkle, for 
their W.R.C. reception in Capitol Building, sumptuous lunches, 
and the decorations of the church, W.R.C. Headquarters at Hotel 
Ryan and W.R.C. Headquarters at the Ladies' Citizens' Com- 
mittee building. 

To the several Relief Corps of St. Paul for the maintenance 
of an emergency hospital adjoining Department Headquarters in 
the Capitol building, with a trained nurse in charge ; and to the 
several Relief Corps of Minneapolis, for the floral W.R.C. badge 
of flowers at the church, carriage drives, entertainment of army 
nurses, and so on. 

To the Minneapolis newspapers for generous space accorded 
to proceedings of Convention and to the Press Committees of En- 
campment week for use of Headquarters and many courtesies 
extended Relief Corps Women connected with Convention, and 
the regular press in the States and cities from whence they came. 

To railroad officials of all lines for the comforts and conven- 
iences of travel and special privileges enjoyed ; especially to the 
courteous officials connected with the offices of exchange at Min- 
neapolis and St. Paul. 

Respectfully submitted in F., C. and L., 

Kate Brownlee Sherwood, Ohio, Chainrnan^ 
Louise B. Robbins, Michigan, 
Louisa M. Smith, California, 
Sarah E. Pickering, Idaho, 

Committee. 
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Report of National Press Correspondent. 



Canton, O., Nov. 21, 1896. 
Uarriette L. Reed, 

National Secretary^ W.R.C. 

Madam: Permit me to acknowledge the honor bestowed 
upon me by the National President in my appointment as 
National Press Correspondent, and to say that I fully realize 
that the tribute was even more to the National Tribune than to 
myself. 

Through the National Tribune the organization of the 
Woman's Relief Corps was made possible and its growth and 
extension in every Department of the Grand Army of the 
Republic early assured. From 1883 to 1896 it has steadily 
maintained a department devoted to the Woman's Relief Corps, 
and in every State in which the Woman's Relief Corps has kept 
pace with the Grand Army of the Republic it has been through a 
dissemination of a knowledge of what its officers and members 
have been doing through the National Tribune. 

No one more than National President Lizabeth A. Turner, 
who had charge of the upbuilding of national finances in the early 
years of the Woman s Relief Corps, understands and appreciates 
the debt of our Order to the National Tribune, or the fidelity of 
its management to our great soldier auxiliary. 

It gives me great pleasure as editor of the Woman's Depart- 
ment of the National Tribune to say that all Relief Corps editors 
and correspondents, no matter what their local field may be, are 
in full accord with one another and all steadily working together 
to upbuild our glorious Order. Notably, I would mention The 
National Picket, Flo Jamison Miller, editor ; the Picket Guard, 
Hollen E. Day, W.R.C. editor; the Veteran and Relief Corps, 
Mary R. Morgan, editor; the Relief Corps Record, Mary A. 
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Lyon (later Kate E. PutDam), editor; and the Grand Army 
Journal^ Helen I. Parker, W.R.C. editor. 

Massachusetts, the banner Department, owes much of her 
growth and vigor to the fact that she has always appreciated the 
value of the press and has funiished, more or less, regular reports 
for the National Tribune, California, also, deserves special 
mention. Texas, Colorado and Vermont show great activity. 
Almost every department has contributed something special to 
inspire others to greater zeal, notably Maine, New Hampshire, 
New York, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, Iowa, Kansas, 
Nebraska, North Dakota, South Dakota, Washington, Tennessee, 
Missouri, Minnesota, Maryland, Potomac, West Virginia, Mon- 
tana, New Mexico and Idaho, not forgetting our Louisiana sister 
down on the Gulf. 

The best news of the year promulgated was the building of 
a Relief Corps Home in New York and the opening of similar 
homes in Maine, Illinois and Missouri, and the introduction of 
flags, patriotic primers and Declaration of Independence charts 
into the schools of many cities and towns the country over, 
through the agency of the Woman's Relief Corps. 

The visit of the National President to Florida was productive 
of good fruit, as reported in the extraordinary observances of 
Memorial Day in that Department. The present National Junior 
Vice-President, Mrs. Amelia F. Colgan of Virginia, has been a 
vital force in Virginia in patriotic teaching in Hampton and the 
surrounding country. Encouraging reports have come from 
isolated Corps in Virginia and Georgia, and Oklahoma has made 
notable progress in Relief Corps work. 

Unveiling of monuments, work for homes and schools, 
accounts of flag raisings and flag presentations, these are the 
items eagerly looked for ; something fresh, patriotic and full of 
the faith of our Order. 

Respectfully submitted, in F., C. and L., 

KATE BROWNLEE SHERWOOD, 

National Press Correspondent. 
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DECISIONS 



OP 



Fourteenth National Convention. 



1. That the fund known as the Jensie Wells Fund be transferred 
to the Anderson ville Prison Fund. 

2. That all reports and per capita tax from Corps, Departments and 
Detached Corps be made quarterly, and that no duplicate copies of 
Consolidated Quarterly Reports, Forms E and F. be sent National 
Headquarters. 

3. That Corps in Departments exemplifying the ritualistic work 
shall have no other inspection for the current year and that the Depart- 
ment Inspector, or whoever is detailed to have charge at such exemplifica- 
tions, forward a report of the status of the Corps, to be embodied in the 
Department Inspector's Report. 

4. That whenever two Posts consolidate, the Corps which were 
their auxiliary may also consolidate, taking the name of the Post. That 
the Department furnish the Corps a new charter, charging them only the 
price of engrossing. The names of the charter members of both Corps 
shall be on the new charter, the name of the oldest Corps taking prece- 
dence. Under these names shall be written the word *' Consolidated," 
with the day of the month and the year. There shall be a notified meeting 
called of the members of both Corps, for the election of ofllcers to serve 
for the remainder of the year. 

5. That in case a Post disbands, the Corps that has been auxiliary 
to said Post may continue as a Corps, retaining their number and name, 
and they shall pay all dues and make all reports to Department Head- 
quarters. The Corps Relief Report, Form N, formerly made to the Post 
Commander, shall be made to the Department Commander. In all other 
respects they shall be subject to the same laws and under the same juris- 
diction as If auxlliarv to a Post. 
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6. That when a Detached Corps disbands and the Post to which 
they were auxiliary also disbands, all money remaining in their pos- 
session after all bills are paid, shall be turned over to the National Head- 
quarters Relief Fund. 

7. That hereafter the National Secretary shall notify by postal card 
each Department Treasurer and Detached Corps President of the receipt 
of their per capita tax at National Headquarters. 

8. That an edition of Red Books be printed, after being revised to 
conform with the decisions of the National Convention. 

9. That the vote of the Thirteenth National Convention making the 
Red Book a necessary part of the supplies in organizing Corps be 
rescinded. 

10. That all supplies for Departments and Corps use must be pro- 
cured from National Treasurer and this be added to Rules and Regula- 
tions as Section 15, Article VIII., Chapter II. 

11. That Department Presidents notify all Corps in their Depart- 
ments charging less than the regular initiation fee, viz. : $1.00, that here- 
after they must comply with Rules and Regulations, Chapter II., Article 
II., Section 1. 

12. That the decision that ten rituals be furnished with charters for 
a Corps be amended to read, ** Except in cases where the Corps has 
fifteen members or less, and organized with reduced supplies, when there 
shall be but three rituals issued." The duties of the other officers shall 
be printed on cards corresponding in size and quality to the Ode cards, 
and the following set of supplies shall be issued to Departments for in- 
stituting a Corps with fifteen or less charter members : — 

One Charter (not engrossed). 

Three Rituals. 

One Service Book. 

Fifteen Rules. 

Five applications for membership. 

One Corps Treasurers' Bond. 

One Corps Requisition Book for Supplies. 

Ten Ode Cards. 

Seven Officers' Duty Cards. 

One Journal, Ledger, Cash and Roll of cheaper grade, but 

ruled and printed exactly like those now in use. 
One Receipt Book, One Order Book, regular grades. 
Fifteen Badges (Ten Officers and Five Membership). 

These supplies shall be boxed and marked, " For organizing Corps 
of Fifteen Members or Less," and in no case shall these sets of supplies 
be broken or used, except as herein stated, and when a Corps instituted 
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with these supplies shall need additional books, they shall obtain the 
regular stock at the requisition price. The price for supplies for insti- 
tuting a Corps of fifteen members or less, shall be ten dollars to Corps 
and eight dollars to Departments. 

13. That in the next edition of Cash Books one-fourth the number 
of pages be printed for Relief Fund and bound in back of the book. 

14. That a narrow red, white and blue ribbon be tied in a small bow 
between the bar pin and the emblem of the Past Press Correspondent's 
badge, the ribbon to be furnished by National Treasurer through Depart- 
ment Treasurers, that it may be uniform. 

15. That all decisions passed by National Conventions that affect 
the laws of our Order shall be incorporated in the Rules and Regulations 
and Red Book. 

16. That the Woman's Relief Corps accept the Anderson ville Prison 
property on the conditions that the Department of Georgia have made, 
viz. : that we care for and improve the property. 

17. That a stockade be built around that portion of the property 
used as a prison. 

18. That a Board of Managers for the Andersonville Prison prop- 
erty be elected, one to serve for five years, one for four years, one for 
three years, one for two years and one for one year, and annually one 
each year to serve for five years, the same as the W.R.C. Home Board. 
The Commander-in-Chief of the Grand Army of the Republic, the National 
President of the Woman's Relief Corps, and the Commander-in-Chief of 
the Sons of Veterans shall be members ex officio of the Board each year. 

19. That a Past National President may install officers in any De- 
partment so long as she remains in good standing In her Corps, no detail 
being necessary. In such cases the Department Secretary shall be duly 
notified. 

20. That the report of the National I. and I. Officer shall be^in 
July 1, the same as all other National officers, and blanks be made to 
conform to this decision. 

21. That the National I. and I. Officer forward Form H in sealed 
envelopes. 

22. That a blank be formulated to be known as Consolidated Report 

of Department I. and I. Officer for the year ending 

which shall be forwarded by the National I. and I. Officer to the Depart- 
ment I. and I. Officer just previous to their Department Conventions. 

23. That whenever changes are made in the Ritual, such changes 
shall be printed upon gummed slips, in width to correspond to the size 
of Ritual and issued by the National Treasurer until a new edition is 
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printed, in sufficient quantities to each Department to be pasted in 
every Ritual. 

24. That a blank be printed for the use of Corps Treasurers, on 
which they shall make their report at each regular meeting, and issued 
with other Corps supplies. 

25. That any present or past officer in good standing may install 
officers-elect in their Department, no detail being necessary, and that 
Chapter II., Article VII., Section 8, be so amended. In such cases the 
Department Secretary shall be duly notified. 

26. That Past officers having received an honorable discharge shall 
be entitled to all past honors, upon again becoming a member of the 
Order, and that Chapter V., Article XIV., Rules and Regulations, be so 
amended. 

27. That Chapter II.,. Article VIII., Section 11, Rules and Regu- 
lations, be amended by inserting after the word ** quarter " — " and affix 
their signatures thereto if approved." 

28. That Department Chaplains in office on May 30 of each year 
shall receive and consolidate the Memorial Day Reports of that year. 

29. That Departments not holding District Conventions or Exempli- 
fications, at which the Ritualistic work is exemplified, shall investigate 
the subject of holding such meetings, with a view of adopting them if 
deemed advisable. 

30. That the duplicate report Form ♦* p " of Department Inspector, 
and the summary of inspection formerly sent the National Inspector, be 
omitted. 

31. That the National Inspector's report shall be made for the year 
ending June 30, to conform with all other National officers* reports. 

To accomplish this, the National Inspector shall forward the neces- 
sary blanks to each Department Headquarters, which shall be forwarded 
to each Corps by the Department Secretary, enclosed with the quarterly 
blanks (in order to save postage) for the quarter ending June 30. 

Corps Presidents shall return these blanks properly filled, with the 
quarterly reports to Department Secretary, who will forward the same 
to the Assistant National Inspector of the Department. 

The Assistant National Inspector shall consolidate these reports and 
forward the same to the National Inspector on or before July 30. The 
National Secretary shall forward the same blanks to Detached Corps 
enclosed with the quarterly blanks for the quarter ending June 30. 

Detached Corps Presidents shall return these blanks properly filled 
to the National Secretary, who shall forward them to the National In- 
spector on or before July 30. 
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UNOFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS. 



St. Paul, Minn., Sept. 2-7, 1896. 

The Grand Army of the Republic had such pleasant recol- 
lections of the warm hospitality extended to them in Minneapolis 
in 1884, that when they were invited to make St. Paul their place 
of meeting in 1896, they unanimously accepted the invitation of 
the " Sister City." They have not been disappointed in their 
anticipation of a kindly welcome from either the State or city 
officials or from their old comrades in arras. 

The Woman's Relief Corps, Auxiliary to the Grand Army 
of the Republic, held its first National Convention, after its 
organization at Denver, Col. in 1883, at Minneapolis, and all 
National Conventions since then at the same time and place 
where the National Encampments of the Grand Army have been 
held. Only those who have participated in these delightful 
reunions can fully appreciate the warmth of welcome and cordial 
greetings extended our soldier heroes everywhere, who have been 
made to feel their place is secure in the grateful hearts of the 
loyal people of this "land of the free and the home of the brave." 

With generous thoughtfulness each city has planned for the 
comfort and pleasure of the Woman's Relief Corps, who gratefully 
acknowledge all these courtesies. 

* ' Blest be the tie that binds " us to the Grand Army of the 
Republic and may we still continue our labors with renewed zeal 
as we remember our obligations to help and assist them in their 
noble work of caring for the needy veteran and his dependent 
ones. 

The welcome of St. Paul was never excelled in hospitality 
unstinted, and every attention was paid to the smallest detail which 
could assure her guests they were in the house of their friends. 
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While the " twin cities " vie with each other in their busi- 
ness progress each has much to commend itself to the '' stranger 
within their gates." While Minneapolis can show her flouring mills 
as one of the world's wonders, St. Paul will show you one of 
the most beautiful residential streets in the world, where only 
fifty years ago the Indian built his wigwam and shot the wild 
buffalo for his daily food. Such is the advancement of the 
nineteenth century. 

Julian Ralph in Harper's Weekly has given a brilliant pen 
picture of lovely Summit avenue, which is reprinted for the bene- 
fit of the " stay-at-homes." Some items from the St. Paul Pioneer 
Press and other papers descriptive of St. Paul and the parade 
are herewith inserted. 

Space will not permit printing the report of each day's 
festivities as chronicled in the St. Paul papers. But the Journal 
must be kept within its limits and the '' will taken for the deed." 

SKETCH OF COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF IVAN N. WALKER. 

Ivan N. Walker, Commander-in-Chief of the Grand Army of the 
Republic, is a native of Indiana, and at the breaking out of the war, at 
the age of twenty-one, was holding an important ofBce, which he re- 
signed to raise a company for the Seventy-third Indiana volunteers, of 
which he was chosen captain. He was with his regiment in all its en- 
gagements, Richmond, Perry ville and Stone River, and for gallant 
conduct on that hotly contested field won the rank of major. He was 
soon promoted to lieutenant-colonel, and on the death of the colonel in 
May, 1863, became commander of the regiment. For more than a year 
he endured all the horrors of Libby prison, having been captured in a 
daring raid into the enemy's country, and escaped through the historic 
tunnel in February, 1864. Returning to his regiment, he rendered most 
important service in the Army of the Cumberland in protecting the line 
of supplies between Stevenson and Decatur, on the Memphis & Charles- 
ton railroad and the Tennessee river during the advance on Atlanta. At 
the battle of Nashville he rendered valuable service as aide, and received 
the personal thinks of General Thomas. He became a member of the 
Grand Army of the Republic in 1867, and on the reorganization of the 
Department of Indiana served as commander of George H. Thomas Post, 
the largest Post in this Department. He was appointed Assistant- Adju- 
tant-General of the Department in 1887. In 1891, declining a fifth term, 
he was chosen Department Commander. During his four years as execu- 
tive officer, the membership of the Department was increased more than 
six thousand. His work in the National Encampment and as chairman of 
the National Pension Committee during several years was of inestimable 
value to the comradeship everywhere, and his manly, dignified and 
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patriotic stand for the rights of his comrades endeared his name to 
soldiers throughout the Union. At the Twenty-ninth National Encamp- 
ment in Louisville, Ky., Sept. 12, 1895, General Walker was unani- 
mously elected Commander-in-Chief of the Grand Army of the Republic. 
He has during his official year devoted his time and energies to his offi- 
cial duties, with such efficient zeal as to win the universal esteem of his 
comrades. 

The scene at the election of General Walker as Commander-in-Chief 
at Louisville was thus described by the Courier- Journal : *' Attorney- 
General Ketcham of Indiana came to the platform, and in a speech of rare 
force placed Ivan N. Walker of Indiana in nomination as the candidate of 
the Department of Indiana. Comrade Ketcham's presentation won many 
encomiums as a model in that line. As soon as the applause had ceased 
upon the presentation of Walker's name. Past Department Commander 
Clarkson of Nebraska, whose name had been mentioned as a candidate 
for the honor, rose, and in a few eloquent words called upon the Nebraska 
delegation to recall its instructions to vote for him and vote for his 
resolution to suspend the rules and elect Walker by acclamation. This 
was greeted with applause, and when the motion was put and carried 
the applause was repeated." 

RECEPTION TENDERED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF MINNESOTA, 
WOMAN'S RELIEF CORPS. 

The scene in the senate chamber of the capitol last night, where the 
Woman's Relief Corps, Department of Minnesota, received the members 
of the Grand Army, the Sons and Daughters of Veterans and the visit- 
ing members of their own Order, was an interesting and memorable one. 
The story of the Woman's Relief Corps is one that commands the respect 
and admiration of the public. Formed, as it is, for the purpose of 
assisting the veterans of the war in any way and every way, it has come 
to be quite identified with the Grand Army in all its work and has been 
recognized by that organization as an efficient ally. The reception last 
night was an appropriate event for the first night of the Encampment 
and the crowded halls and chambers of the State capitol bore witness to 
the fact that its importance was appreciated by the guests. 

The brilliant decorations In the rotunda and corridors of the capitol 
made an eflTective introduction to the senate chamber and a military band 
stationed in the upper hall added to the gayety of the occasion. Inside 
the senate chamber were the ever-present red, white and blue artistically 
arranged, and supplemented by palms and by the gay banners of the 
different corps. The beautiful State flag, made for the World's Fair, 
occupied a prominent place. The portrait of the late Mrs. Mary Stark- 
weather, second president of the Department of Minnesota, who died 
two years ago, occupied a prominent position. Swanson's mandolin 
orchestra was in the place usually allotted to the dignified president of 
the senate and contributed a delightful program of music, including 
some patriotic airs. — St. Paul Pioneer Press. 
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GRAND ARMY PARADE. 

St. Paul, Sept. 2. — In recent years it has been tboaght necessary to 
shorten the length of the grand parade of the old soldiers, and this year's 
parade of the Grand Army of the Republic exceeded two miles by but a 
trifle, and as it was over some of those streets easy of walking no ill 
effects resulted from the tramp. 

The various divisions formed on the ^streets that cross Western 
avenue, and when the final gun was fired, shortly after 10 o'clock, the 
parade began to move south, the various divisions falling in as the 
column passed. 

General Walker and staff headed the parade, the first division, led 
by the veteran's signal corps and including the departments of Illinois, 
Wisconsin and Pennsylvania, following. The second division consisted 
of the Departments of Ohio and New York. In the third division there 
were the Departments of Connecticut, Massachusetts, New Jersey, 
Maine, California, Rhode Island, New Hampshire, Vermont, Potomac, 
Virginia and North Carolina. The fourth division was made up of the 
Departments of Maryland, Nebraska, Michigan, Iowa and Indiana. The 
Departments of Colorado, Wyoming, Kansas, Delaware, Missouri and 
Oregon were in the fifth division The sixth division included Ken- 
tucky, West Virginia, South Dakota, Washington, Alaska, Arkansas, New 
Mexico, Utah and Tennessee. In the seventh division were the Depart- 
ments of Louisiana, Mississippi, Florida, Montana, Idaho, Arizona, Ala- 
bama, North Dakota, Oklahoma and Indian Territory. The Department 
of Minnesota closed the parade, comprising the eighth division. 

As the head of the parade turned down broad Summit avenue the 
old veterans straightened their shoulders and tried to line up as of old. 
The avenue was crowded on both sides with spectators, who applauded 
favorite Posts. Now and again cheers went up for the fine appearance 
of the less known Posts. Opposite the residence of Col. R. M. Newport 
many white-haired veterans imcovered and saluted as they recognized 
the widow of their loved "Blackjack," and Mrs. John A. Logan carefully 
returned every salute. As the head of each division arrived at this part of 
the avenue, a group of pretty young girls stepped out Into the street and 
scattered flowers before the on coming veterans, who picked up the blos- 
soms and proudly placed them in their buttonholes. 

This scattering of flowers, in tribute of the bravery of the old war 
veterans, was done by twenty daughters of old soldiers, several of whom 
were also descendants of the young girls who, more than a century ago, 
scattered flowers before the feet of General Washington, as he was on 
the way to be Inaugurated as the first President of the United States. This 
linking of the hero of the first war of the nation with the country's 
saviors in the latest war was further emphasized Immediately after when 
the little children of Thaddeus Maltby Chapter of the Children of the 
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American Revolution sainted the veterans with their waving flags and by 
singing a song especially written for the occasion by Mrs. J. O. Adams 
of St. Paul. 

At the lower end of Sixth street the reviewing stand had been 
erected, and when Commander-in-Chief Walker arrived there he left the 
line and took his place on the stand, where he returned the salutes of 
the old veterans as they passed by and were dismissed in the adjoining 
streets. — Grand Ai*my Journal, Gouverneur, N, Y, 

AN OUTSIDER'S TESTIMONY. 

The following letter to the St. Paul Dispatch^ written by 
Past Chaplain- in- Chief T. H. Hagerty, graphically describes the 
parade and other incidents of interest during the Encampment : — 

It was ray pleasure, as it has been for many years in the past, to 
attend the Encampment in this city. I came as a stranger, as tens of 
thousands of my comrades did, into the city, not knowing what would 
befall us. We expected great things, of course, but in the past all our 
expectations have not been fully realized. We found the city clean, 
broad streets and most profusely decorated with national colors. Those 
magnificent columns of white marble, lining the street, decorated with 
electric lights, surpassed anything of the kind I have ever seen, reflect- 
ing great credit upon the man who originated the thought and the hands 
who executed the work. 

The living flag! What cannot be said of it? Two thousand chil- 
dren in red, white and blue was a most beautiful and impressive sight. 
What lessons of patriotism were indelibly taught the thousands passing 
by. The old veterans were in ecstasies over that matchless sight. To 
St. Paul belongs the honor, so far as I know, of waving such a flag at an 
Encampment. The arches were beautiful and very highly complimented 
by the old soldiers and admiring visitors. The reviewing stand was 
well arranged and was highly appreciated by the officers and fortunate 
invited guests. 

The entertainment of the Ladies' Citizens' Committee at their beau- 
tiful headquarters on the hill was a most magnificent affkir, and reflects 
great credit upon the taste, ability and patriotism of that body of 
women. The camp-flres held were of a high order, both as to prepara- 
tion and execution. These entertainments must prove to be great 
educators to the rising generation, as well as complimentary to the old 
soldiers, and civilians who took part. 

The great parade was the centre of all the week, and came off on 
Wednesday at 10 o'clock. Commander Walker is known for his prompt 
and business habits, and had his line formed with much more than ordi- 
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nary promptness. First of all the line of march was magnificent, not 
too long, nor too short. The line was well protected from stragglers 
and interrnptions, cables being stretched along the sides of the line of 
march. 

Commander-in-Chief Walker and staff made a fine and soldierly ap- 
pearance, and were highly applauded as they passed along in the march. 
The line was well defined by divisions, Departments and Posts Bands 
of music wore numerous and well drilled. Active and competent aides 
were everywhere along the line, so there were but few halts or deten- 
tions. Many of the Departments and Posts were in uniform, observing 
military rules, keeping step to the music of the Union, and were highly 
applauded by the thousands who lined the sidewalks, elevated seats, 
windows, and roofs of houses even. It would be invidious to make per- 
sonal mention of particular Posts as they appeared, but the public did 
not fail to show its approval as the line was moving. This march, I 
think, was accomplished in the shortest time of any of the past, owing to 
the quick step, good order and close following of one division and Post 
after each other. It was a fine parade, everything passed off finely, and 
creditable alike to the city of St. Paul and the old soldiers executing it. 

The excursion given by the committee to Lake Minnetonka was ac- 
cepted by hundreds of the soldiers, their wives, daughters and friends. 
It rained a little betore we got to the lake, and prevented the boat ride, 
but the stay in the hotel was a social time, richly enjoyed, and the ban- 
quet was relished greatly by those old boys, who know how to eat. The 
hotel was highly complimented by the party, both as to the bountiful 
table and the manner in which the great crowd was handled and cared for. 

As a Past Chaplain-in-C-hief of the G. A.R., who has seen and enjoyed 
many of these National Encampments of the past, I take pleasure in 
complimenting St. Paul, the committee of citizens, the generous and 
hospitable people, the press, churches and all, for the great success of 
the Encampment. I want to testify to the good conduct of all, so far as 
I have seen it. I have seen no rough characters by day or night. But 
little profanity, which is always grating on a chaplain's ears, has been 
heard. He has not seen one drunken soldier or citizen. He has not, of 
course, been everywhere in the city, but he has been around by day and 
night not a little. 

I love to testify to these things, for if these Encampments were 
places of vile mouthed profanity, obscene jests and drunken revelry, I 
surely would not attend them. My observation in the past is that there 
are but few assemblages of people in our nation that conduct themselves 
as soberly and with uniform propriety as these Encampments of the 
G.A.R. So in leaving St. Paul for my home in St. Louis, down the 
mighty river, I wish to leave my hearty thanks and merited commenda- 
tion to all connected with the getting up and management of the thirtieth 
Encampment of the G.A.R. in St. Paul, Minn. 
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The following l)eautiful poem was published in the Pioneer 
Press^ St. Paul, and deserves a place in this record of unofficial 
proceedings. 



ST. PAUL'S ''LIVING FLAG." 



To THE G.A.R. — 1896. 

Regally robed was the city of hills in the far Northwest, 
Royal and ringing the welcome she gave to each soldier guest. 

Never shone brighter colors we love than there in St. Paul, 

Streaming from housetop, and streaming from roof, and turreted hall. 

Terraces broad, thick studded with flags, gave eloquent sign, 
Light lit in lanterns made the scene gorgeous — made it divine. 

Massive the columns, and stately and white, they stood in long line, 
Marking the march of our country's defenders, still keeping in time — 

Still keeping time to the needs of the hour, as they may appear. 
Ready to serve, when the Union shall call — where duty is clear. 

Shoulder to shoulder, in hosts upon hosts, they stood once again, 
Comrades in peril and comrades in peace — these Grand Army men. 

Citizen soldiery bound by strong bonds and linked in a chain. 
Forged out of freedom and forged by a force that knows naught of 
stain. 

Men from the plow and the field, and men from the workshop and 

store, 
Put on their blue coats and buttons — marshal as soldiers once more. 

Soldiers who went forth in vigor of youth, to conquer or die — 
Soldiers who fought for the truth — God*s fruth from on high. 

Heart-beat to heart-beat, the currents of life are running again, 
Closer and closer they grow with the years, — these Grand Army men. 

Autumn had set her own seal on the day — 'twas ripened and rare, 
Foil to the brim of the glory that crowns this season so fair. 

Banners were floating, and city streets stirred with sound of drum-beat, 
Legions on legions were moving — thousands and thousands of feet. 
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State after State was all ready — State after State was in line, 
Pulsing the air was with fervor — band after band keeping time. 

Marching once more were the veterans — marching in columns abreast, 
Through the fair streets of the city —pride of the noble Northwest. 

Strewn were the pavements with blossoms — tribute of youth to the 

brave, 
Fair as the flowers were the children — fresh as the flowers that they 

gave. 

Thrilled were the' hearts with emotion — pulses leaped quick and leaped 

Wgb, 
Flushed were the faces, and tender, tear-dimmed the down-drooping eye. 

Saved by the soldiers for children — saved for all those that shall come. 
In this broad land that we honor — land that was valiantly won. 

Hark to the chorus of voices ! Hark to the jubilant strain. 
Swelling in triumphant measures — rising and rising again ! 

Hundreds and thousands of children, robed in the red, white andblue, 
Greet with rejoicing the veterans — greet them as loyal and true. 

Flooding the scene with rare beauty — clearly defined are the bars, 
Gleaming, and glowing, and jeweled, stand all the States as the stars. 

Wrought from the children our flag is — wrought from the garden of 

youth, 
Banner of promise and country — banner of eternal truth. 

Safe is the freedom we cherish — safe is the rule of the right I 
Children will hold it and guard it — liberty's beacon of light ! 

— Ella Dare, Oak Park, 111. 
Member of Columbia Corps No. 175, Chicago, 111. 
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ST. PAUL AS A CITY. 

Every prominent city in tlie country has its distinctive features, 
and in some cases they are of sufficient individuality to especially maris 
it. St Paul is thus distin^ished in its residence districts. To the resi- 
dents of St. Paul it has become so much a matter of fact as to lose a 
large share of its impressiveness, but to the stranger, the visitor, this 
is marked, noted and appreciated, and exists as the especial centre of 
remembrance in his acquaintance with St. Paul. 

St. Paul's distinctive feature is its residence districts, for in this it 
is paramount. In no American city can be found such lavlshness in 
nature combined with art's embellishments, as presented in its beautiful 
topography. 

Julian Ralph in " Harper's Weekly " eulogizes Summit avenue, and 
gives it preference of all streets in America. A portion of the article is 
here quoted : — 

** Our finest street of this type has not yet been mentioned. I doubt 
whether anyone has told, in print, the name of the glorious thoroughfare 
in question, yet I have no hesitation in doing so, because the one I mean 
is 8ui generis and absolutely peerless. It is Summit avenue, St. Paul. 
Man's art is no finer there than in some other such works, though it is 
of the finest, but the combination in that boulevard of man's work and 
nature's ground plan is unexampled. Summit avenue is more like a 
driveway in a park than any other street in the country, and the park 
that it makes is a crown on the edge or top of the mountainous side of 
the grand valley of the Mississippi, and commands one of the only two 
great views that accompany the nobler streets ; a view that surpasses the 
tame outlook upon chill and cheerless Lake Michigan from Prospect 
avenue, Milwaukee, as Lake Geneva surpasses the Croton reservoir in 
Central Park." — St. Paul Pioneer Press. 



EXPLANATORY NOTICE. 



In some instances it was impossible for the stenographer to 
catch the names of those that made and seconded a motion. And 
I have filled in the names of those that I thought ought to have 
made them. So i€ I have taken the honor from any of those that 
worked hard in Convention, giving their time conscientiously, I 
can only say to them that next time I am National President^ I 
will give them honors four- fold. 

23 
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ACKNOWLEDGMENTS . 

To Commander-in-Chief Walker and his staff for all courte- 
sies graciously extended throughout my official year, I am 
sincerely grateful. 

In accordance with the vote of the Thirteenth National Con- 
vention a committee was appointed to prepare a simple memorial 
service for the " unknown dead.'' Such a service being already 
in use in Ohio, prepared by Mrs. Sarah E. Battels, Past Depart- 
ment President, she was made chairman of that committee and 
Mrs. Sarah E. Fuller of Massachusetts, Past National President, 
and Mrs. Harriet J. Bodge of Connecticut, Past National Chap- 
lain, were appointed on the committee. 

For the promptness of the committee in attending to their 
duties and the beautiful service prepared by them, which is now 
a part of the Burial and Memorial Service Book, I desire to 
extend my personal thanks and the grateful appreciation of the 
entire Order. 

The Order is under many obligations to their attorney, Maj. 
H. M. Lane of Louisville, Ky., for the able manner in which he 
settled the business left in his hands from the Thirteenth National 
Convention, and his assurances of faithfulness to the Order and 
myself was such a comfort that it is a matter for pleasant recol- 
lection and gratitude to him as a loyal friend. 

To Mrs. Higbee of the Ladies* Citizens* Committee and her 
aides, for the delightful carriage ride on Thursday morning, the 
members of the Woman's Relief Corps wish to return their sincere 
thanks through the National Journal. It gave them an oppor- 
tunity of seeing delightful St. Paul with the beautiful streets and 
avenues blazoned with myriads of flags, making a picture that 
words fail to describe. 

To the Department of Minnesota Woman's Relief Corps, 
Mrs. Marie Hasen winkle. Department President, the National 
Convention owes much of its success outside as well as inside the 
Convention hall. The decoration of National Headquarters at 
the Ryan House was the work of their hands, also the church 
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where Convention was held, and the beauty of the rooms received 
favorable comment from all visitors. They also provided free 
entertainment at one house for the sixteen army nurses that were 
present at Convention, showing that they did not forget the 
women that rendered loving service to their country in its hour 
of peril ; besides this they opened an emergency hospital at their 
headquarters with trained nurses, keeping it open day and night, 
and it was well filled all the time. Luncheon was also served by 
the Department of Minnesota Woman's Relief Corps in the vestry 
of the church, thereby saving the delegates much time, which 
enabled us to close our Convention in two days. 

Mrs. Lucy Robinson of St. Paul gave her whole time for two 
days at National Headquarters, Ryan House, to the care of the 
register and answering questions innumerable. It had to be some 
one from St. Paul or Minneapolis, as the rest of the com- 
mittee were strangers to the locality. She was ably assisted by 
Mrs. Sarah E. Milham of St. Paul, and Mrs. Sarah Henderson 
from the ** twin city,*' Minneapolis. These ladies served in 
addition to the regularly appointed committee. I feel that I am 
poor even in thanks, when I try to express my gratitude to these 
ladies for their valuable services at a time when they were so 
much needed. 

We are all very grateful to Comrade H. S. Dietrich of 
Chicago, Chief of Staff to Commander-in-Chief Walker, and to 
Miss Minnie Kyle of Chicago, for their ability in managing the 
reception tendered the Commander-in-Chief and staff on the 
evening of September 2 at the Ryan House, by the Woman's 
Relief Corps. If a crush is an evidence of a grand success then 
this committee can retire on the laurels won that evening. 

Once more in closing I must thank my own dear Department 
of the Grand Army and the Woman's Relief Corps. The delight- 
ful reception tendered the National President and Secretary at 
the Windsor House, St. Paul, is but one more of their acts of kind- 
ness showered upon us the past year. For this and Department 
Commander Derby's kind invitation to accompany his party to 
St. Paul and to Department President Brigham's planning for our 
comfort en route we owe more than words can express in simple 
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thanks. For myself, I can but live a life of gratitude to thi& 
grand Department of men and women. 

For all these things and many more, and for kind, 
thoughtful attention at all times and in all ways from those whO' 
aided in making the Fourteenth National Convention of the 
Woman's Relief Corps a triumphant success, we return our heart- 
felt thanks personally and as an organization. Now 

We say farewell, the saddest word of all, 
And though the parting be to us of pain, 

Whate'er through coming years to us befall, 
May '*God be with us till we meet again!" 
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While closing the last pages of the Journal, the sad intelligence 
reached us that the band of Past National Presidents was broken, and 
one of the most dearly loved "Slept the sleep that knows no waking/* 
We bow our heads in submission and say "All as God wills." 

LlZABETH A. TURNER, 

Tost National Tresident. 
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General Orders. 



Headquarters Woman's Relief Corps, 

Auxiliary to the Grand Army of the Republic 

Boston, Mass., Sept. 19, 1895 



:} 



Obneral Orders, 



No. 1. \ 

I. Having been elected National President of the Woman's Relief 
Corps, I hereby assume the duties and responsibilities of the office, and 
ask the co-operation of every member of our Order, that by our com- 
bined efforts we may make the work of the coming year a success and 
worthy the approval of the Grand Army of the Republic. 

II. The following officers were duly elected for the ensuing year 
by the Thirteenth National Convention held at Louisville, Ky., Septem- 
ber 13, U and 15 : — 

National President, Lizabeth A. Turner, Boston, Mass. 
National Senior Vice-Presidenty Mary A. Ninekirk, Louisville, Ky. 
National Junior Vice-President^ Henrietta Stiesmeibr, St. Louis, Mo. 
National Treasurer, Isabelle T. Bagley, Zanesville, Ohio. 
National Chaplain, Sarah A. C. Plummer, Lansing, Mich. 



EXECUTIVE BOARD. 
JLife Members: 

E. Florence Barker, Maiden, Mass., elected 1885. 
Annie Wittenmyer, Sanatoga, Pa., elected 1886. 
Sarah E. Fuller, Medford, Mass., elected 1887. 
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Elected Members: 

Ellen F. Daniels, Charleston, West Va., Chairman, 
Emma B. Alrich, Cawker City, Kan. 
Charlotte E. Wmght, New Haven, Conn. 
Alice A. Henry, Chester, Vt. 
Frances E. Moore, Missoula, Mont. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS FOR NATIONAL W.R.C. HOME. 

Annie Wittenmyer, Sanatoga, Pa., Chairman. 
Pluma L. Cowles, Geneva, O. 
Charity Rusk Craig, Viroqua, Wis. 
Margaret Ray Wickins, Sabetha, Kan. 
Emma B. Lowd, Salem, Mass. 

The following appointments are hereby announced : — 
National Secretary, Harriette L. Reed, Boston, Mass. 
National Inspector, Mary L. Carr, Longmont, Colo. 
National Counselor^ Margaret Ray Wickins, Sabetha, Kan., 

Residence, Evanston, 111. 
National Instituting and Installing Officer, Ella Jordan Mason, 

Biddeford, Me. 

III. Additional appointments and decisions of Convention will be 
announced in future General Orders. 

IV. National Headquarters are hereby established at No. 29 
Temple Place, Boston, Mass. 

By command of 

LIZABETH A. TURNER, 

National President. 



Headquarters Woman's Relief Corps 
Auxiliary to the Grand Army op the Republic 
29 TEBiPLE Place, Boston, Mass., Oct. 31, 1896 



:} 



General Orders, \ 
No. 2. r 

The following decisions of the Thirteenth National Convention are 
hereby promulgated : — 

DECISIONS OF THIRTEENTH NATIONAL CONVENTION. 

1. That the per capita tax be raised one cent per quarter. 

2. That Corps do not join local councils. 
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3. That the National ConventioD elect a delegate at this time, who 
shall serve three years, or until after the next triennial session of the 
National Council of Women. 

4. That the incoming National President appoint a committee who 
shall prepare a simple but elfective ceremony for the *' Unknown Dead '' 
and include it in the burial service used. 

5. That a committee of five be appointed by the incoming National 
President who shall confer with same number of comrades to be named 
by the Commander-in-Chief, regarding the union of the different organi- 
zations of women working in the interests of the Grand Army of the 
Republic. 

6. That Section 3, Article VI., Chapter IV., be amended by insert- 
ing the words, " Form M, including one copy for the Secretary of the 
National Home Board." 

7. That Article XVII., Chapter V., be changed to read " Adjutant- 
General," instead of ** Quartermaster-General." 

8. That the outgoing National President revise the Red Book, 
making it to conform with Rules and Regulations and latest decisions of 
the National Convention, omitting all decisions and opinions rendered 
null and void by subsequent legislation, except in the few instances 
where they are sufficiently important to be retained. 

9. That all Circulars and Circular Letters are not official, unless 
they bear the names of the Department President and Department Secre- 
tary, or National President and National Secretary, and that Rules and 
Regulations shall contain this decision. 

10. That Paragraph 5, Section 1, Article II., Chapter IV., be 
changed to read ** Each Department, whatever its membership, shall be 
entitled to one delegate and a delegate-at-large." 

11. That the words ** raise the right hand," be inserted in the 
Ritual and Service Book wherever an obligation is given. 

12. That Section 2, Article IV., Chapter V., be amended so as to 
read, '* if a member be one year in an*ears for dues, she shall be notified 
in writing by the Treasurer, and on failure for two months thereafter 
to pay such dues," she may by a vote of the Corps be dropped from the 
roll. 

13. That the action of the Tenth National Convention be reaffirmed 
regarding the payment of $50.00 to the outgoing National Treasurer. 

14. That the following article be added to Chapter V., Rules and 
Regulations : — 

MISCELLANEOUS CONTRIBUTIONS. 

All contributions for any object of the Woman's Relief Corps must 
be turned over to Corps, Department or National Treasurer in order that 
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Corps and Departments may receive credit for their contributions. 
-Corps must forward promptly to Department Treasurer all contribu- 
tions for funds held by Department or National Treasurer, specifjring 
•clearly for what fund they are intended. 

15. That Department Credential Cards be printed on paper and in 
blocks rather than on the heavy cardboard now in use. 

16. That the form of commissions prepared by Fast National 
President, Mary Sears McHenry, be adopted and carried in stock by the 
National Treasurer the same as other supplies. 

17. That Rules and Regulations, Chapter II., Article VII., Section 
1, Chapter III., Article V., Section 1, Chapter IV., Article V., Section 
1, be amended by inserting the words ** or printed " between the words 
*' written " and *' ballot." 

18. That Chapter II., Article I , Section 6, Rules and Regulations, 
be amended by eliminating the words *' provided that the official notifi- 
cation of such desire shall not be considered, unless a majority of the 
members of the Post present and voting have voted in favor of such 
•dissolution, after four weeks* previous notice." 

19. That the decision of the Twelfth National Convention relating 
to change in instituting and installing blanks be rescinded and the matter 
be referred to the incoming National President for adjustment, as the 
•changes required are minor and only made in order that the blanks may 
be uniform. 

20. That hereafter blanks Forms E and F be issued by the National 
Treasurer as heretofore in regular form by requisition from Department 
Treasurers. 

21. That the quarterly reports and payment of per capita tax of 
Departments and Detached Corps be made hereafter semi-annually on 
June 30 and December 31, not to take effect until Jan. 1, 1896, and that 
Rules and Regulations be so amended. 

22. That the lines *' Number of Corps disbanded this quarter," and 
the lines "Number of Corps instituted this quarter," be transposed to 
immediately follow number of Rituals on hand, and Form £ be made to 
correspond with change in Form C, provided this change shall not take 
effect until the present supply is exhausted. 

23. That a line " by charter " be added to " gained " in Form A. 

24. That Delinquent Report Form V be changed to read ** not 
later than July 20," and be forwarded with semi-annual reports. 

25. That rolled gold plate recognition pins be added to supplies, 
and be subject to the same regulations as the present pin. 

26. That a badge be provided on the bar of which shall be ** Press 
•Correspondent," the color of the ribbon distinguishing the rank. 
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27. That as the stock of inspection blanks needs replenishing, said 
blanks shall be thoroughly revised and the entire set be made to confornv 
to each other. 

28. That the incoming National President ascertain the condition 
of Mrs. Jensle Wells, giving aid from the "special fund" should the 
needs demand, and report to the next National Convention. 

29. That $50.00 be set aside annually from the General Fund, to be 
used for a relief fund at National Headquarters. 

30. That the National Treasurer be authorized to destroy all such 
matter as may in her judgment be useless, before turning over the sup- 
plies to her successor. 

31 . That the action of the Twelfth National Convention regarding 
the date of inspection be rescinded and that inspection be held as hereto- 
fore in the months of September, October and November and reports be 
forwarded to National Inspector by March 1. 

32. That a sum not to exceed $200.00 be set aside for the purpose 
of paying for instruction among the Corps of the South and isolated 
Corps of the West. 

33. That the National President appoint a committee of three to^ 
take into consideration some method by which District Conventions and 
inspection can be combined. 

34. That when blank Form H is exhausted it be made similar in 
size to Form M and that " post-office address " be printed below '* Insti- 
tuting and Installing Officer." 

35. That Decision No. 47 of the Twelfth National Convention be 
rescinded, viz. : " That an amount equal to four cents per member be 
paid into the Department Treasurer's hands, in the usual way, during 
the first quarter of the Corps year, viz. : January, February and March, 
to be sent with quarterly tax to the National Treasurer for the National 
Woman's Relief Corps Home Board." 

36. That the Service Book and Rules and Regulations regarding 
instructions to inspectors be made to conform. 

37. That whenever a charter is draped by National or Department 
orders, a yellow or red ribbon be used as a distinctive mark of rank. 

38. That when charters are draped by order of Corps President 
for deceased members, if an officer or past officer the blue ribbon shall 
be used, and for a floor member the red, white and blue. 

39. That the Red Book be made a necessary article in the list of 
supplies for the organization of Corps. 

40. That the first three lines of Section 3, Article VII., Chapter II., 
be made to read: "Officers shall be installed at a regular meeting ini 
January, or at a special meeting appointed for the purpose." 



Digitized by 



Google 



366 FOURTEENTH NATIONAL CONVENTION OF 

41. That all decisions regarding Section 2, Article IV., Chapter V., 
•concerning loss of past honors, be reconsidered, and that the law stand 
with the full meaning of the word reinstated. 

42. That the appeal of Mrs. P. E. W. Walton of Huron, South 
Dakota, be sustained, and her rank, as Past President of Kilpatrick Corps 
No. 2, be restored with all rights and privileges thereto. 

All checks and Money Orders for per capita tax must be made 
payable to Isabelle T. Bagley, National Treasurer, and forwarded with 
reports to Harriette L. Reed, National Secretary, 29 Temple Place, 
Boston, Mass. 

Further decisions and appointments will be announced in next 
•General Orders. 

The following oflScers of the Grand Army of the Republic were 
•elected for the ensuing year at Louisville : — 

Comma nder-in- Chief : 

Ivan N. Walker, Indianapolis, Ind. 
Senior Vice- Commander-in- Chief : 

E. H. HoBSON, Greensburg, Ky. 
Junior Vice- Commander-in- Chief : 

S. G. CosQROVB, Pomeroy, Wash. 
Surgeon-General : 

J. B. Whiting, Janesville, Wis. 
Chaplain-in- Chief : 

T. C. ILIFF, Salt Lake City, Utah. 

The following Staff appointments are announced by the Commander- 
in-Chief : — 

Adjutant- General : 

Irvin Robbins, Indianapolis, Ind. 
Quartermaster- General : 

A. J. BuRBANK, Chicago, III. 
Inspector- General : 

William M. Olin, Boston, Mass. 
Judge Advocate- General : 

Alfred Darte, Wilkes Barre, Pa. 

These oflScers must be honored and respected. Let us not forget 
we are the auxiliary of the Grand Army of the Republic, following their 
lead in the great work to which our twin organizations stand mutually 
pledged. 

By command of 

LIZABETH A. TURNER, 

National President. 

National Secretary. 
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Hbadquartbrs Woman's Relief Corps, 

Auxiliary to the Grand Army of the Republic 

29 Temple Place, Boston, Mass., Nov. 26, 1896 



:} 



Oeneral Orders, \ 

No. 3. r 

I. The following decision of the Thirteenth National Convention 
is hereby promulgated : — 

That the incoming officers be instructed to confer together and to 
proceed in any case, civil or otherwise, against Ada F. Clark as seems 
best to them, to demand at the hands of the Department of Ohio the 
charter of Canton Corps. 

II. As the holidays draw near let us not forget those who are less 
fortunate than ourselves. Let each Corps see that no veteran's family 
or their widows and orphans are without a substantial dinner Christmas 
day. 

Do not forget the inmates of our National W.R.C. Home. Most of 
the inmates there are old and feeble, but enjoy Christmas gifts as much 
as in their younger days. Will not Corps or individual members send 
them some little tokens such as small shawls, shoulder capes, aprons, 
warm hose, or some little article of comfort to make the Home a real 
•old-time home to them during the holidays? And as you all look over 
the remembrances of your kind friends, may the memory of your good 
deeds come to you like an after-glow of happiness with this benedic- 
tion : ** It is better to give than to receive." Then let us open the door 
of the New Year with the echoing refrain of ** Peace on earth, good will 
toward men." 

III. It is earnestly recommended that each Corps President ap- 
point a Press Correspondent from her Corps, whose duty it shall be to 
write up all matters of Corps interest and send to the local papers and 
forward a copy of the same to Department Press Correspondents who will 
consolidate the items of interest from the different Corps and send to the 
newspapers in their Department who furnish space for this purpose. 

Department Press Correspondents will also forward to Kate B. 
Sherwood, National Press Correspondent, Canton, Ohio, all news of 
importance for the National Tribune. 

IV. Department Presidents are requested to appoint one or more 
Department Press Correspondents. 

V. Badges for Corps and Department Press Correspondents are 
now in the hands of the National Treasurer and may be ordered of 
Department Treasurer through Corps Treasurers. Price, 50 cents each. 

VI. Rolled gold plate recognition pins are now ready for issue. 
They are an exact counterpart of the solid gold ones, and may be ordered 
through the Corps Treasurers. Price to members, $1.00 each. 
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VII. The commissions for all oflacers appointed by Department 
Presidents are now in the hands of the National Treasurer, and may be 
ordered same as other supplies. 

These are beautifully engraved, printed on bond paper, and will 
bear the Department seal and signatures of the Department President 
and Secretary. 

Department Presidents are requested to see that each of their 
appointed officers receives one of these commissions as a souvenir of 
their year's service. 

VIII. National Headquarters Relief Fund. There are almost 
daily calls for help from this fund. The National Convention votes fifty 
dollars for this fund for extreme cases. Nearly all the cases that come 
to us seem extreme. 

Can you help us by small donations, and by so doing we shall be able 
to lighten the burden of some heavy heart. All donations for this fund 
must be sent to Isabelle T. Bagley, National Treasurer, Zanesville, Ohio, 
through Department Treasurers. 

IX. In accordance with vote of the Twelfth National Convention 
the following committees are hereby appointed : — 



ON PATRIOTIC TEACHING. 

Julia S. Conklin, Ind., Chairman* 

Kate B. Sherwood, Ohio. 

Sue A. Pike Sanders, 111. 

Ellen M. Putnam, New York. 

Isabel Worrell Ball, Washington, D.C. 

ON UNION OF WOMEN ORGANIZATIONS WORKING FOR THE GRAND 
ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC. 

Emma R. Wallace, 111., Chairman. 
E. Florence Barker, Mass. 
Emma Stark Hampton, Mich. 
Charity Rusk Craig, Wis. 
Sarah C. Mink, N.Y. 

NATIONAL COUNCIL OF WOMEN. 

Kate B. Sherwood, Ohio, Chairman, 
Elizabeth D'Arcy Kinne, Cal. 
Mary Sears McHenry, Iowa. 
Lue Stuart Wads worth, Mass. 
AUaseba M. Bliss, Mich. 
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ON BURIAL SERVICE FOR THE UNKNOWN DEAD. 

Sarah M. E. Battels, Ohio, Chairman, 
Sarah E. Faller, Mass. 
Harriet J. Bodge, Conn. 



ON INSPECTION AND DISTRICT CONVENTION. 

Augusta A. Wales, Mass., Chairman. 

Agnes Hitt, Ind. 

Ida M. Montgomery, N, H. 



ON ANDERSONVILLE PRISON PROPERTY. 

Annie Wittenmyer, Pa., Chairman, 
Mary Lyle Reynolds, Ky. 
Josephine B. Lewis, La. 



ON TESTIMONIAL TO RETIRING NATIONAL PRESIDENT. 

Jennie Bross, 111., Chairman. 
Margaret Ray Wickins, Kas. 
Armilla A. Cheney, Mich. 



X. Upon the nomination of the National Inspector the following 
Assistant National Inspectors are hereby appointed : — 



California and Nevada 

Colorado and Wyoming 

Connecticut 

Illinois 

Indiana 

Iowa 

Idaho 

Kansas 

Kentucky 

Louisiana and Mississippi 

Maine 

Maryland 

Massachusetts 

Michigan 

Minnesota 

Missouri 

Montana 

Nebraska 

New Hampshire 

New Jersey 

New York 

North Dakota 

Ohio 



Geraldine E. Frisbe 
Laura S. Dodge 
Nellie M. L. Hommediew 
Miss Anna Stuart 
Loretta J. Gorsuch 
Sarah L. Rothrock 
Sadie Thompson 
Narcissa HiU 
Amanda M. Davis 
Ella Hosband 
Hattie C Sprague 
M. Virginia Worth 
Mary O. Deane 
Anna L. Shakespeare 
Eunice M. Quick 
Mary E. Stark 
Ella M. Edsall 
Kate Pond 
Augusta S. Bennett 
Jennie E. Brokaw 
Harriet A. Latlirop 
Carrie Haley 
Mary A.Lyon 



Menlo Park, Cal. 

Boulder, Col. 

Meriden. 

Cairo. 

South Bend. 

Cedar Rapids. 

Lewiston. 

Beloit. 

Newport. 

New Orleans. 

Bangor. 

Baltimore. 

Fall River. 

Kalamazoo. 

St. Paul. 

Hannibal. 

Bozeman. 

Red Cloud. 

Manchester. 

Plainfleld. 

Syracuse. 

DeviPs Lake. 

Dayton. 
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Oklahoma 

Oregon 

PennflylTania 

Potomac 

Bhode Island 

South Dakota 

Tennessee 

Texas 

Vermont 

Washington and Alaska 

West Virginia 

Wisconsin 



Josepliine Taylor 
Susie Talmage 
Hannah P. Brown 
Gladys L. Thompson 
Emllie F. Wilson 
Rose Pease 
Alida Rule 
Julia Hamed 
Ella M. Roberts 
Eva St. C. Osborne 
Mary Hanson 
Belle W. Chapin 



Perry. 

McMinnyille. 

Harrisburg. 

Washington. 

Bristol. 

Watertown. 

KnoxYille. 

Dallas. 

Montpelier. 

Tacoma, Wash. 

Buokhannon. 

Milwaukee. 



FOR SPECIAL WORK IN THK SOUTH. 

Amelia F. Colgan, Hampton, Va. 

XI. The following appointments on the Staff of the National Presi- 
dent are hereby announced : — 

CHIEF OF STAFF. 
Sabah B. Milham, St. PauL 

NATIONAL AIDES. 
CALIFORNIA AND NEVADA. 
Jennie L. Southworth, Stockton, Cal. Minnie Chrisler, Carson, Nev. 



Catherine C^ennedy, Denyer, Col. 
Gwendoline Powell, Aspen, Col. 



COLORADO AND WYOBflNG. 

Lida E. Fitch, Laramie, Wyo. 



CONNECTICUT. 
Maria M. C. Richards, Unionville. Emma D. Parsons, New Britain. 



Nellie G. Spoflord, 



IDAHO. 
Boise City. Anna Myrick. 



ILLINOIS. 

Inez J. Bender, Decatur. Clara W. Harral, Aurora. 

C. E. Gilson, Chicago. Julia G. Sine, Rockford. 

Leah Strang, Chicago. Margaret I. Sandes, Chicago. 



Edith Dickey, 



INDIANA. 
Greensburg. Flora Wulchner, Indianapolis. 
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Hattie M. RoUett, 



IOWA. 
Fort Madison. Florence M. Griffith, Mt. Pleasant. 



Mary L. Mathews, 



KANSAS. 
Cawker City. Helen M. Edwards, Lawrence. 



Lucy Crawford, 



KENTUCKY. 
LouiSYille. Martha F. Webb, Bowling); Green. 



LOUISIANA AND MISSISSIPPI. 
Laora Sherman Remage, Jennings, La. Sarah Miller, Natchez, Miss. 



Belle J. Palmer, 

M. Antoinette Millett, 



Monroe. 
Gorham. 



MAINE. 

Hannah E. Small, Biddeford. 



Mary B. Frey, 



MARYLAND. 
Clayton. Julia A. Birch, Baltimore. 



M. Susie Goodale, 
Emily L. Clark, * 
Abbie T. Usher, 
Sara J. Ross, 
Carrie S. L. Bagley, 
Katharine E. Stillings, 
Addie A. Nottage, 
Hattie A. Ralph, 
Anna E. Bowditch, 



MASSACHUSETTS. 

Medford. Maria W. Going, Charlestown. 

Northampton. Etta A. Lockhart, East Cambridge. 

Newburyport. Lizzie F. Mudgett, Lynn. 

Roxbury. Emma F. Hutchins, Charlestown. 

Fitchburg. Leocardla F. flowers, Cambridge. 

Boston. Emma F. Lowd, Salem. 

East Boston. Margie E. B. Hutchins, Boston. 

Someryille. Flora E. Smith, Colrain. 

Plymouth. Dorcas H. Lyman, Brighton. 



M. Jennie Carpenter, 



MICHIGAN. 
Saginaw. Emma Bower, Ann Arbor. 



Lulu A. Becker, 



MINNESOTA. 
St. Paul. Mary H. Kendall, Minneapolis. 



Mary U. Birdseye, 



MISSOURI. 
Nevada. Belle Seaman, St. Louis. 



Ruth A. Burton, 



MONTANA. 
Butte. Isabella Klrkendall, Helena. 



Ada Brown, 



NEBRASKA. 
Hastings.^ Alice C. Dilworth, Lincoln. 
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NEW HAMPSHIRE. 



Parthenia W. Becker, 
Mattie A. Mason, 



Anna J. Higgins, 



Satira Patterson, 
Jennie P. Shepard, 



Alice N. Creel, 
Anna O. Carroll, 
Lou F. Jones, 
Kitty Coe, 



Emma L. Lindsey, 
Charlotte J. Cumings, 



Augusta C Starkey, 
Ella F. Burt, 
Belle Chase, 
Delphine Pearsall, 
Josephine Hobbs, 
Helen M. Blake, 
Lizzie Crowe, 



Lebanon. 
Portsmouth. 



Lydia A. Scott, Manchester. 
M. Lizzie Foster, MUford. 



NEW JERSEY. 

Flemingtou. Sarah £. McCall, Paterson 



NEW YORK. 

Rochester. Jennie Ryan, 

.Seneca FaUs. Ada G. Mohr, 

NORTH DAKOTA. 
Devil's Lake. Sue R. Caswell, 



Syracuse. 
Brooklyn. 



Grand Forks. 



Defiance. 



Perry. 



OHIO. 

Angerona Thrift, Lima. 



OKI^HOMA. 

Carrie Seeley, 



Kingfisher. 



OREGON. 
Hood River. Jennie Russell, The Dalles. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Warren. Maria L. Mumford, Maueh Chunk. 

Tidioute. Jennie Aldinger, Philadelphia. 

POTOMAC. 
Washington, D.C Joanna W. Turner, Washington, D.C. 

RHODE ISLAND. 
East Providence. Bessie M. Seymour, Barrington Center. 

SOUTH DAKOTA. 
Blunt. Inez M. Owens. 

TENNESSEE. 
Harriman. Janie M. S. Chase, Chattanooga. 

TEXAS. 

San Antonio. Vera H. Conger, Waco. 

VERMONT. 
Swanton. Charlotte A. H. Thompson, St. Johnsbury. 

WASHINGTON AND ALASKA. 
WaUaWalla,Wa8h. Margaret Freeman, Spokane. 
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WISCONSIN. 

Abbie Adams, Monroe. Sarah B. Bush, 

Celestia L. Edwards, Oconomowoc. 



WEST VIRGINIA. 
Maggie Williamson, Belleville. Mary C. Leeds, Grafton. 

CANADA. 
Maria Young, Montreal, P.Q. 

XII. In making these appointments, the National President 
expects each member thus honored to earn their yellow ribbon by 
actual service, and report work accomplished at the end of the year to 
the Chief of Staff, Sarah E. Milham, St. Paul, Minn., that she may con- 
solidate the same for her report. Members finding it impossible to 
accept the appointment will notify these Headquarters promptly. Aides 
will procure badges through their Corps Treasurer. 

Other appointments will be announced in future General Orders. 

XIII. The above appointed officers will be obeyed and respected 
accordingly. 

XIV. The Sons of Veterans are no longer merely boys, but have 
attained an average age much greater than that of their fathers when 
they donned the blue from 1861 to 1865. 

With their maturer years have come the responsibilities of good 
citizenship and the sacred duty of aiding the Grand Army of the Repub- 
lic in their work of sweet charity and in inculcating lessons of patriotism 
and love of country to which we stand mutually pledged. 

It is earnestly recommended that Corps and Department Presidents 
extend encouragement and invite co-operation with these ** worthy sons 
of worthy sires," remembering that in the all too-near future, upon our 
two organizations must rest the chief care and duty of commemorating 
the deeds of their fathers and our heroes. 

The Daughters of Veterans are doing a work which deserves our 
commendation, inasmuch as they are lending a hand in the service to 
which we devote our best thoughts and energies. 

*' God bless us every one " and give to us faith, hope and good 
works, as we endeavor to exemplify our motto of Fraternity, Charity 
and Loyalty. 

By command of 

LIZABETH A. TURNER, 

National President. 



^ytOayi^ixU^^^ ^ . (Acjc^^ . 



National Secretary 
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Headquarters Woman's Relief Corps, 
Auxiliary to the Grand Army of the Republic 
29 Temple Place, Boston, March 18, 1896 
General Ordebs, \ 
No. 4. r 

I. The following decisions of the Thirteenth National Convention 
not being receiyed in time to publish in General Orders No. 3, are hereby 
promulgated : — 

44. That quarterly reports and payment of per capita tax be made 
hereafter semi-annually, on June 30 and December 31, to date from Dec. 
31, 1896. This however not to reduce the amount of tax now paid, but 
that the amounts of the two quarters shall be combined. Also that Rules 
and Regulations shall be amended to conform thereto. 

46. That the line ** Number of members taking part in Memorial 
Day Exercises " be made to read " Number of members taking part on 
Memorial Day." 

46. That the Grand Army of the Republic and Woman's Relief 
Corps of the several Departments be requested to make arrangements, if 
possible, with the several railroads, for the free transportation of army 
nurses to the National Convention. 

47. That Department Presidents appoint a committee to examine 
the school histories of their respective States, and that Department 
Commanders be asked to appoint a like committee from the Grand 
Army to assist in this examination, and that said committee insist that 
all histories containing statements not consistent with facts concerning 
the War of the Rebellion, be removed from the public schools. 

48. That the National Convention give expression of grateful 
appreciation for the invaluable assistance of the American Flag Manu- 
facturing Company of Easton, Pa., who have most generously aided the 
Woman's Relief Corps in their efforts to promote the cause of patriotism, 
by furnishing to the Departments five hundred thousand rituals for 
teaching patriotism, free of costt thereby saving the Order a great 
expense. 

49. That a member holding a valid transfer card may, after rejec- 
tion in one Corps, apply to any other Corps and be accepted before the 
expiration of the six months, and that Rules and Regulations be so 
amended. 

II. Decision No. 44 conflicts with Decision No. 21 in General 
Orders No. 2; therefore Corps and Department officers will follow 
Instructions in Circular Letter No. 1, issued Jan. 1, 1896, from these 
Headquarters. 
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III. Corps Presidents are urged to avoid having delinquent mem- 
bers. Where a member fails to pay her dues, because of illness or other 
unavoidable cause, it is advisable for the Corps to pay such dues until 
the member is able to meet them herself. A member saved to our Order 
is equal to one gained. Delinquent members make delinquent Corps and 
delinquent Corps occasion delay at Department Headquarters in making 
returns to National Headquarters, thus affecting the good standing of 
their Department. 

In the last report ending June 30 of each year Department Presi- 
dents are required to report the name, number and location of each 
Delinquent Corps, which is forwarded to the National Secretary and 
printed in the Journals of National Conventions. It is therefore hoped 
every member of our Order will personally see that there are no Delin- 
quent Corps in their Department through any fault of their own. 

IV. Attention is called to Section 3, General Orders No. 3, request- 
ing '* Corps Presidents to appoint a Press Correspondent from their 
Corps whose duty it shall be to write up all matters of Corps interest 
and send to the local papers, and forward a copy of the same to Depart- 
ment Press Correspondents," etc. Badges for Corps Press Correspond- 
ents may be obtained from the Corps Treasurer. 

V. National Headquarters Woman's Relief Corps will be at the 
Ryan House, St. Paul, Minn., during the Fourteenth National Convention. 

All members desiring rooms at this hotel should apply at once to 
the proprietors, Welz & Fry, who will answer all inquiries. 

VI. As Memorial Day draws near we think of the thousands of 
lonely graves that our hands cannot reach, but our hearts can find a way 
to see they are not neglected. Following the precedent of my prede- 
cessors, I earnestly urge each Corps to contribute something towards 
providing flags for decorating the graves of soldiers and sailors in 
Southern cemeteries on Memorial Day. The amount from each Corps, 
however small, will be most helpful in making It possible for our heroic 
dead to sleep beneath the flag they fought to defend. 

Corps Presidents are requested to take action in this matter at the 
meeting in which this General Order Is read, as all donations must be in 
the hands of the Adjutant-General of the Grand Army of the Republic 
not later than May 1. 

Corps Treasurers will send donations to Department Treasurers who 
will forward same to the National Treasurer. She will remit the total 
amount of contributions to the Adjutant-General of the Grand Army of 
the Republic who will purchase and forward the flags to Southern Posts 
of the G.A.R. for decorating graves in Southern cemeteries. 
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VII. DepartmeDt Presidents will forward one copy of Department 
Election Returns to the National Secretary, one copy to Ella Jordan 
Mason, National Instituting and Installing Officer, Biddeford, Maine, 
and one copy to Pluma L. Cowles, Secretary National W.R.C. Home 
Board, Geneva, Ohio. 

VIII. The following additional appointments are hereby an- 
nounced : — 

NATIONAL PRESS CORRESPONDENT. 
Kate B. Sherwood, Canton, Ohio. 



NATIONAL AIDES, DEPARTMENTS. 

Marj' E. Hartwell, Los Angeles, California. 

Florence L. Haydn, Meriden, Connecticut. 

Jane C. Pultz, Plantsville, Connecticut. 

Elizabeth Harding, Clinton, Iowa. 

Fannie E. Warden, Burlington, Iowa. 

Gertrude L. Mitchell, Newcastle, Indiana. 

Mattie S. Hobbs, Salem, Indiana. 

Maggie A. Shaw, Dodge City, Kansas. 

Cornelia During, Lawrence, Kansas. 

Eva T. Cook, Gloucester, Massachusetts. 

Anna F. Shannon, Haverhill, Massachusetts. 

Belle M. Satterly, St. Louis, Missouri. 

Kate Collins, Howell, Michigan. 

Adelaide Wallace, Detroit, Michigan. 

Flora S. Wilson, Red Wing, Minnesota. 

Harriet Reeves, Minneapolis, Minnesota. 

Marion Salisbury, Minneapolis, Minnesota. 

Lena Sheire, St. Paul, Minnesota. 

Abbie A. Adams, Superior, Nebraska. 

Louise Durst, Monroe, Nebraska. 

Eudora I. Outterson, Watertown, New York. 

Mattie Appleby, Old Bridge, New Jersey. 

Elizabeth McVoy, Plainfleld, New Jersey. 

Selina F. Springsteen, Cleveland, Ohio. 

Hannah M. Gahagan, Troy, Ohio. 

Jessie Hubbard, Ashtabula, Ohio. 

Kate G. Raynor, Toledo, Ohio. 

Anna M. Hobson, Athens, Ohio. 

Emily F. Fish, Pawtucket, Rhode Island. 

Julia P. Turner, Providence, Rhode Island. 

Frances D. Ormsby, Brandon, Vermont. 

Ada H. Baker, Rutland, Vermont. 

Bessie Hooker, Seattle, Washington and Alaska. 

Miss Eva Chase, Washington, District of Columbia. 

Lettie F. Withers, Wisconsin. 

Lucinda C. Burchard, Fort Atkinson, Wisconsin. 
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NATIONAL AIDES, DETACHED CORPS. 

Josie Patrick, St. Petersbnrg, Florida. 
Alma Wood, Tallapoosa, Georgia. 
Orpha Baldwin-Bruce, Tampa, Florida. 
Sallie (Jlenn, Tampa, Florida. 
Mary Waller, Jaeksonville, Florida. 
Amanda Poinsette, Key West, Florida. 
Laura Singleton, Savannah, Georgia. 
Mrs. Hattie Dempcy, Fitzgerald, Georgia. 
Kate M. Russell, Richmond, Virginia. 
Rosa Denny, Princess Anne, Virginia. 
Mary E. Smith, Norfolk, Virginia. 
Emma Jane Bolt, Deep Creek, Virginia. 
Sarah Giddings, East ViUe, Virginia. 
Mary E. Parker, Hampton, Virginia. 
Otelia Grandy, Norfolk, Virginia. 
EUen ( ollins, Norfolk, Virginia. 
Mary Grimes, Portsmouth, Virginia. 
Mary J. Finney, Onancock, Virginia. 
Maggie F. Carter, Franktown, Virginia. 
Mary E. Davis, Mappsville, Virginia. 
Jennie Sykes, Wallaceton, Virginia. 
Martha C. Baker, Portsmouth, Virginia. 
Sarah A. Baylor, Phoebus, Virginia. 
NeUie J. Donovan, Salt Lake City, Utah. 
Henrietta Griffiths, Ogden, Utah. 
Phoebe Jones, Elizabeth City, North Carolina. 
Hattie O. Pugh, Charleston, South Carolina. 
Susan Wallace, Beaufort, South Carolina. 
Mary E. Brown, Hilton Head, South Carolina. 
Ada Irvin, Phoenix, Arizona. 
Carrie S. N. Thompson, Globe, Arizona. 
Pauline M. O'Neill, Prescott, Arizona. 



IX. Detached Corps will procure National Aide badges from 
Isabelle T. Bagley, National Treasurer, Zanesville, Ohio. 

X. Corps Presidents are reminded that engravings of badges for 
printing stationery and cards, as shown on last page of cover of Rules 
and Regulations, may be ordered of Department Treasurers the same as 
other supplies. 

XI. Comrade O. H. Oldroyd of Washington, D.C., has at great 
personal sacrifice saved to the nation the house in which Abraham 
Lincoln died. 

He has published a book called the ** Words of Lincoln " to aid him 
in holding this property until such time as the United States Government 
can be prevailed upon to purchase and preserve it. Having personally 
visited this historic house I earnestly recommend that all members who 
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feel able to do so, purchase a copy of this book. Price, $1.00. Address 
O. B. Oldroyd, 516 Tenth St., N.W., Washington, D.C. 
By command of 

LIZABETH A. TURNER, 

National President, 



^/tOc^yiytyL'^^^^ ^ • -^T^s^^i^ • 



National Secretary, 



Headquabtbrs Woman's Reubf Corps,) 
Auxiliary to thb Grand Army of the Republic, v 
29 Temple Place, Boston, April 14, 1896. J 
General Orders, ) 
No. 6. / 

I. Spring, with her sunshine and showers, has lifted the wintry 
mantle from Mother Earth and bid the buds and blossoms come forth in 
all their fragrance and beauty to fill the outstretched hands of the Union 
veterans, who, with their sweet spirit of Fraternity, will place them 
above the last resting places of their comrades-in-arms that sleep in the 
city of peace — whose boundaries extend from ocean to ocean, from the 
mountains to the gulf. With tenderness in our hearts let us remember 
those who sleep where no loving hands can bear them a garland of 
memory. But whether their requiems be sung by the restless waves of 
the ocean or by the sighing winds through the Southern pines, they are all 
on God*s roll call. He knows them all. He covers the South land with 
His choicest verdure and plants with lavish hand the wild flowers among 
its grasses. He bids the song birds trill their sweetest notes in out-of- 
the-way places. So, throughout the year, every day is God's Decoration 
Day for those that sleep where they fell. 

We should signify by our presence at the Sunday services preceding 
Memorial Day that whatever is of Interest to the Grand Army of the Re- 
public claims our attention and respect. 

Let us stand ready with willing hearts and hands to render the 
comrades every assistance that they may require of us on Memorial 
Day — whether it be to weave the laurel and the pine into chaplets for 
our heroes dead, or to make glad the day for our heroes living — let all 
be done quietly as befits a day hallowed by tender associations. 

Remember the graves of the army nurses that may be in your midst 
— by their presence in the hospitals they gave back to many homes the 
sunshine instead of the shadow. 

Do not forget those that will no longer respond to our greetings in 
our own halls, but have laid down to rest with life's burdens for a 
pillow. 
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Gather the children together to be present or to take part in the 
services of the day. It will be to them an exemplified lesson of patri- 
otism — teach them the day is to be held sacred to the Grand Army of 
the Republic as long as courage and liberty are held sacred by the 
American people. 

May the white- winged messengers of peace find in their wanderings 
no north, no south — but fold their wings over our loved land, bringing 
this message to all : one country, one flag — and peace for evermore. 

II. Corps Chaplains will forward their reports of Memorial Day 
Services to the Department Chaplain by June 10, who will make a con- 
solidated report for the information of the Department President and 
forward a copy of the same to the National Chaplain, Sarah A. C. 
Plummer, Lansing, Mich., through the Department President, not later 
than June 20. 

III. As National Convention will be held ten days earlier than 
nsual all reports from Departments and Detached Corps must be at these 
Headquarters not later than June 20. 

IV. All reports of National officers, resolutions, recommendations 
and appeals for the consideration of National Convention must be at 
these Headquarters on or before August 1. 

V. The following amounts have been donated to the National Head- 
quarters Relief Fund since Jan. 1, 1896 : — 



Department of California and Nevada 
** ** Colorado and Wyoming 

** " Connecticut 

" Iowa 
** '* Massachusetts 

'* ** Minnesota 

** Ohio 

'* ** Washington and Alaska 

** '* Wisconsin 



^70 00 

VI. Attention of Department Presidents is called to the Circular 
issued by the Committee on Patriotic Teaching, a package of which 
accompanies this General Order. Let us encourage everything which 
will increase love of country and devotion to the flag. 

By command of 

LIZABETH A. TURNER, 

National President. 



$10 00 


10 00 


1 00 


2 00 


33 00 


2 00 


3 00 


8 00 


1 00 



^ytb Ckyi/^zytU^^^ ^ . JlC^ey<^ . 



National Secretary. 
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Headquarters Woman's Relief Corps, ' 
Auxiliary to the Grand Army of the Republic, 
29 Temple Place, Boston, May 25, 1896 
General Orders, \ 
No. 6. / 

While the birds were singing and the bells chiming their sweetest 
anthems on our Memorial Sunday, there came like a wave of sadness to 
the hearts of the Grand Army and the Woman's Relief Corps the news 
that 



(Sen. Xucius jfaircbil&, 



Past Commander-in-Chief of the Grand Army of the Republic, 
had marched down to the shore of the silent river, had crossed over, and 
in the presence of the Great Commander of us all, joined the majority of 
his old command. To his bereaved family we tender our sincere sym- 
pathy, and pray that He who has them in His keeping will comfort them. 
The Grand Army of the Republic will mourn a leader gone, a wise coun- 
sellor in their meetings, and the hand-clasp of a loved comrade. The 
country has lost a statesman that has left behind him an example of 
patriotism and integrity. 

The Woman's Relief Corps has lost a valued friend. His sage 
advice in the earlier days of our organization has borne good f mlt, and 
we are a greater help to the Order he loved* and honored for his wise 
counsel. 

I recommend that each Corps, ajfter reading this Order, express by 
vote their appreciation of his great services to our country, to the Grand 
Army of the Republic and our organization, and have the same spread 
upon the records of the Corps. 

By command of 

LIZABETH A. TURNER, 

National President, 

National Secretary. 
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Past Commander-in-Chief 

Grand Army of the RejpuUie, 
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Headquarters Woman's Relief Corps,' 
Auxiliary to the Grand Army of the Republic, 
29 Temple Place, Boston, July 11, 1896. 
General Orders, "I 
No. 7. / 

I. The Fourteenth National Convention will convene at St. Paul, 
Minn., the first week in September, 1896. 

II. Convention will open September 3 at 10 a.m., in the Central 
Presbyterian Church, corner of 10th and Cedar Streets, near State 
Capitol. All members entitled to vote are requested to be prompt in at- 
tendance. AH members of the Order who intend visiting Convention 
must procure the National password from their Corps Presidents before 
leaving home. 

III. All elected delegates and alternates unable to attend National 
Convention will notify their Department Secretaries at once, that the 
vacancies may be filled. In the absence of the President of a Detached 
Corps, the Senior Vice will take her place. 

IV. Delegations must be filled before leaving the boundaries of 
their respective Departments. 

V. National Headquarters will be established at Hotel Ryan, Ladies 
Parlor, Tuesday morning, September 1. All members of our Order, all 
comrades of the Grand Army, Sons of Veterans and patriotic societies 
of ladies are cordially invited to call. 

VI. The Department of Minnesota W.R.C. will furnish luncheon 
for voting delegates, Thursday and Friday, at the church. 

VII. Headquarters Reception Committee for Tuesday and Wednes- 
day, September 1 and 2 :*— 

Sophie E. Dodge, Amherst, New Hampshire. 
Mary E. Oilman, Roxbury, Massachusetts. 
A. Louise Putnam, Brattleboro, Vermont. 
Lizzie O. Buchta, Baltimore, Maryland. 
Emma C. Pomeroy, Perry, Oklahoma. 
Mary Scott Myers, The Dalles, Oregon. 
Alice M. Pickler, Faulkton, South Dakota. 
Lavantia Ck>nger, Waco, Texas. 

VIII. The Auditing Committee will meet at National Headquarters 
Tuesday, September 1, at 11 a.m., to audit the books of the National 
Treasurer and Secretary. 

IX. The National Council will meet at National Headquarters 
Tuesday, September 1, at 4 p.m. 

X. The Board of National Directors from the Woman's Relief 
Corps Home will meet at National Headquarters Tuesday, September 1, 
at 2.30 P.M. 

XI. The National Secretary or some member of the Credential 
Committee will be at National Headquarters Tuesday and Wednesday, 
to receive Credential Cards. 
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XII. Department Presidents, or whoever is in cliarge of their dele- 
gation, will report as early as possible and present the cards of their 
delegation. 

XIII. All Past National ofllcers will receive their Credential Cards 
from their respective Departments. 

XIV. The National Secretary will forward Credential Cards to all 
National officers serving this year. 

XV. APPOINTMENTS. 

Credential Committeb : Harriette L. Reed, Massachusetts, Chair- 
man; Abbie Lynch, Pennsylvania; Eleanor B. Wheeler, Massachusetts; 
Julia P. Nason, Rhode Island; M. Lizzie Foster, New Hampshire. 

Conductors : Chief Conductor, Mary A. Luberger, Iowa. 

Assistant Conductors: Rose Clark, Illinois; Helen M. Lavalley, 
West Virginia; Georgia Van Fleet, Washington, D.C. ; Laura Lear, 
Missouri; Myrtle W. Bixby, Tennessee; Fannie Jones, Minnesota; Elsie 
Lloyd, Minnesota. 

Chief Guard : Lue Stuart Wads worth, Massachusetts. 

Assistant Guards : Mattie M. Allen, Minnesota; Mattie B. Richards, 
Vermont; Mahala A. Archer, Tennessee; Nancy Locke, Wisconsin; 
Nellie F. Mecuen, Massachusetts; Mary K. Tower, Iowa; Annie M. 
Shields, New Jersey. 

Press Committee: Flo J. Miller, Monticello, Illinois, Chairman; 
Mary A. North, Anacostia, D.C; Mary Keeler, Saginaw, Michigan; 
Mary R. Morgan, Alma, Nebraska; Mary E. Elliot, Somerville, Mass.; 
Isabel Worrell BaU, Washington, D.C; Rachel Greulich, Chicago, 
Illinois. 

Postmistress : Alberta Smith, Minnesota. 

Assistant Postmistresses: Ella Chapman, Akron, Ohio; Sarah E. 
Haslin, Minnesota; lone Tunstead, Minnesota. 

XVI. All bills unpaid belonging to this administration must be 
presented to the National Treasurer on or before August 20. 

XVII. The books of the National Treasurer will be closed 
August 25, and no orders for supplies will be filled from that date until 
after National Convention. 

XVIII. The National Woman's Relief Corps will tender a reception 
to Commander-in-Chief Ivan N. Walker and Staff at Hotel Ryan, St. Paul, 
Minnesota, on the evening of Wednesday, September 2, at 8 p.m. All 
comrades of the Grand Army, all veterans of the war and Sons of 
Veterans are cordially invited to be present ; also all patriotic organi- 
zations of women. Invitations to the same will be sent to the heads of 
Departments later on. 

XIX. The Ladies* Citizens' Committee have planned a grand re- 
ception to the Grand Army of the Republic and all veterans of the war 
at their headquarters. Summit Ave., on the evening of Tuesday, Sep- 
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tember 1, at 8 o'clock. All members of the Woman's Relief Corps and 
all patriotic organizations of ladies are cordially invited to be present. 

XX. The Ladies* Citizens' Committee will tender a reception at 
their headquarters, Snmmit Ave., Thursday afternoon, September 3, to 
all organizations of ladies working for the benefit of the veterans of 
the late war. 

XXI. All letters for information concerning accommodations 
should be sent to Mrs. Marie Hasen winkle, Department President 
Woman's Relief Corps, 839 Osceola Ave., St. Paul, or to Mrs. Sarah E. 
Milham, National Chief of Staff, 1616 St. Anthony Ave., St. Paul. 

XXII. All Corps President are requested to send at once the names 
of all army nurses who have died the last year in their vicinity to Mrs. 
Pluma L. Cowles, Geneva, Ohio. Send date of death. 

XXIIL Department Presidents will place this General Order in 
the hands of Corps Presidents as soon as possible after its receipt by 
them. Corps Presidents must be prompt in sending in their reports this 
quarter, as National Convention meets ten days earlier than usual, thereby 
Department Secretary and Treasurer have so much less time to forward 
their reports to National Headquarters. Let Corps members bear in 
mind that if they are delinquent, they make their Corps delinquent, and 
delinquent Corps make delinquent Departments. Let each be prompt 
and so help each other. 

XXIV. The following National Aides have been appointed : Anna 
L. Walker, Indianapolis, Ind.; Mary E. Adams, Lynn, Mass.; Jennie A. 
Clifford, Northfield, Minn. ; Elizabeth Beach, Tracy, Minn. ; Helen A. 
Brigham, Hyde Park, Mass. ; Frances B. Derby, Springfield, Mass. ; 
Annie M. Warne, Waltham, Mass. ; Phoebe A. Moore, Lynn, Mass. 

XXV. The National President and National Secretary have ac- 
cepted the invitation of Department Commander William P. Derby to 
accompany the Massachusetts delegates of the Grand Army to St. Paul. 

XXVI. Mrs. Henrietta J. Stiesmeier of St. Louis, National Junior 
Vice-President, desires to express her most grateful appreciation for the 
many kind messages of sympathy received during the trying scenes when 
her home was destroyed by the fearful cyclone that passed over that city. 

XXVII. 



BlANCA L. MULLBR, 

Past Department President Tennessee, Woman's Relief Corps, 
Died July 15, 1896. 

Out of the home has gone the wifely sympathy and mother love — 
but beyond all this is peace and rest from suffering. 

The Woman's Relief Corps extend their sympathy to the bereaved 
family and mourn with Tennessee the loss of a faithful, earnest worker 
in our Order. 



Digitized by 



Google 



384 FOURTEENTH NATIONAL CONVENTION OP 

XXVIII. In closing my last General Order, I wish to express my 
sincere thanks to the Commander-in-Chief and the Adjutant General for 
the kindness extended at all times to this ofllce. They have been ever 
ready to answer all questions promptly and to give needed advice. 

The support that has come from all Departments and Corps has 
been appreciated. Their kind wishes and loving words have made the 
days pass pleasantly, and no cloud has come between us to mar the sun- 
shine of my election to the ofllce of President. The Grand Army of the 
Republic — God bless them — have stood like a guard of true friends 
around me, to ward off the troubles and heartaches that must come to 
anyone trying to conscientiously fill the oflSce of National President of 
the Woman's Relief Corps. 

To one and all, again I thank you. 

By command of 

LIZABETH A. TURNER, 

National President. 

National /Secretary. 



National Hbadquarters Woman's Relief Corps, ) 
29 Temple Place, Boston, Mass., Jan. 1, 1896. j 
Circular Letter \ 
No. 1. / 

All Departments will make semi-annual reports of per capita tax 
after Jan. 1, 1896. 

All Corps in Departments will make reports quarterly as heretofore. 
The books of Departments will be audited quarterly. 
By authority of National Council all Detached Corps will report 
quarterly. 

By command of 

LIZABETH A. TURNER, 

National President. 

National Secretary. 
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NATIONAL ROSTER 



OF THB 



WOMAN'S RELIEF CORPS, 

AUXILIARY TO THE G.A.R. 
JULY 1, 1896. 



National Pfesident* 
Lizabeth A. Tomer Boston, Massachusetts 

National Senior Vice-President* 

Mary A. Ninekirk Louisville, Kentucky 

National Junior Vice^President« 

Henrietta Stiesmeier St. Louis, Missouri 

National Secretary* 
Harriette L. Beed Boston, Massachusetts 

National Treasurer* 
Isabelle T. Bagley • Zanesvllle, Ohio 

National Chaplain* 
Sarah A. C. Plummer Lansing, Michigan 

25 
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National Inspector* 

Mary L. Carr , . . ... . . . Longmont, Colorado 

National G>unscIor« 

Margaret Ray Wickins Sabetha, Kansas 

National Instituting and Installing Officer* 

Ella Jordan Mason Biddeford, Maine 

National Executive Board — Elected Memt>ers« 

Ellen F. Daniels, Chairman . . . Charleston, West Virginia 

Emma B. Alrich Cawker City, Kansas 

Charlotte E. Wright . . . . . New Haven, Connecticut 

Alice A. Henry Chester, Vermont 

Frances E. Moore Missoula, Montana 

National Executive Board — Life Memt>ers* 

E. Florence Barker Maiden, Massachusetts 

Sarah E. Fuller Medford, Massachusetts 

Annie Wittenmyer Sanatoga, Pennsylvania 

Board of Directors of National "WJR.»C Home* 

Annie Wittenmyer, Chairman .... Sanatoga, Pennsylvania 

Pluma L. Cowles Geneva, Ohio 

Charity Rusk Craig Viroqua, Wisconsin 

Margaret Ray Wickins Sabetha, Kansas 

Emma 6. Lowd Salem, Massachusetts 

Honorary Members* 

Paul Van Der Voort Omaha, Nebraska 

Clara Barton Washington, D.C. 
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Past National Pfesidents* 

E. Florence Barker Maiden, Massachusetts 

Kate Brownlee Sherwood Canton, Ohio 

Sarah E. Fuller Medford, Massachusetts 

Elizabeth D*Arcy Klnne San Francisco, California 

Emma Stark Hampton ..... Detroit, Michigan 

Charity Rusk Craig Viroqua, Wisconsin 

Annie Wittenmyer Sanatoga, Pennsylvania 

Mary Sears McHenry Denison, Iowa 

Sue A. Pike Sanders Bloomington, Illinois 

Margaret Ray Wickins Sabetha, Kansas 

Sarah C. Mink Watertown, New York 

Emma R. Wallace Chicago, Illinois 

Past National Senior Vice-Presidents* 

Kate Brownlee Sherwood Canton, Ohio 

Sarah E. Fuller Medford, Massachusetts 

Elizabeth D'Arcy Klnne .... San Francisco, California 

Sarah C. Nichols Auburn, New York 

Cora Day Young Scotland, Pennsylvania 

Abbie Lynch . Allegheny, Pennsylvania 

Emma B. Manchester Lincoln, Nebraska 

Lizabeth A. Turner Boston, Massachusetts 

Margaret Ray Wickins Sabetha, Kansas 

Ida V. Hendricks Washington, D.C. 

Jennie My erhoff Evansville, Indiana 

Helen S. Morrison . . . . . . Smethport, Pennsylvania 

Past National Junior Vice-Presidents* 

Mary E. Stimson Denver, Colorado 

ILlzzie Anderson Topeka, Kansas 

Adeline P. Kent .... Portsmouth, New Hampshire 

JMary E. Starkweather St. Paul, Minnesota 

J Mary J. Ingraham Woodbridge, New Jersey 

Inzetta A. Small Lewiston, Maine 

JFrances R Martin New Haven, Connecticut 

IBessie E. Young Kansas City, Missouri 

Mary Lyle Reynolds ..... Covington, Kentucky 

Abble J. Whlttler New Brunswick, New Jersey 

Amanda T. Newcomb Montpelier, Vermont 

Lizzie R. Herrlck Seattle, Washington 

X Deceased. 
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Past National Secretaries* 

Sarah E. Fuller Medford, Massachusetts 

Emma D. Sibley Pease Toledo, Ohio 

Eleanor B. Wheeler Boston, Massachusetts 

Nellie G. Backus San Francisco, California 

Armilla A. Cheney Detroit, Michigan 

Hettie M. Nichols Viroqua, Wisconsin 

Abbie Lynch Allegheny, Pennsylvania 

Hannah R. Plimpton Madison, Ohio 

Ella Cobean Delavan, Illinois 

Flora Preston Hogbin Sabetha, Kansas 

Sarah E. Phillips Syracuse, New York 

Jennie Bross Chicago, Illinois 



Past National Treasurers* 

Lizabeth A. Turner Boston, Massachusetts 

Armilla A. Cheney ....... Detroit, Michigan 



Standinsf Gmmiittees* 

Committee on Patriotic Teaching. 

Julia S. Conklin, Chairman Indiana 

Kate B. Sherwood Ohio 

Sue A. Pike Sanders Illinois 

Ellen M. Putnam New York 

Isabel Worrell Ball .... Washington, District of Columbia 



Committee on Union of Women Organizations Working for the 
Grand Army of the Republic. 

Emma R. Wallace, Chairman Illinois 

E. Florence Barker Massachusetts 

Emma Stark Hampton Michigan 

Charity Rusk Craig Wisconsin 

Sarah C. Mink New York 
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Committee National Council of Women. 

Kate B. Sherwood, Chairman Ohio 

Elizabeth D*Arcy Kinne California 

Mary Sears McHenry Iowa 

Lue Stuart Wadsworth Massachusetts 

AUaseba M. Bliss Michigan 

Committee on Burial Service for the Unknown Dead. 

Sarah M. E. Battels, Chairman Ohio 

Sarah E. Fuller Massachusetts 

Harriet J. Bodge Connecticut 

Committee on Inspection and District Convention. 

Augusta A. Wales, Chairman Massachusetts 

Agnes Hitt * . . . . Indiana 

Ida M. Montgomery New Hampshire 

Committee on Andersonville Prison Property. 

Annie Wittenmyer, Chairman Pennsylvania 

Mary Lyle Reynolds Kentucky 

Josephine B. Lewis Louisiana 

Committee on Testimonial to Retiring National President. 

Jennie Bross, Chairman Illinois 

Margaret Ray Wickins Kansas 

ArmlUa A. Cheney Michigan 

Chief of Staff* 

Sarah E. Milham St. Paul, Minnesota 



National Aides* 

California and Nevada. 

Jennie S. South worth Stockton, California 

Minnie Chrisler Carson, Nevada 

Mary E. Hartwell Los Angeles, California 

Colorado and Wyoming. 

Catherine C. Kennedy Denver, Colorado 

Gwendoline Powell Aspen, Colorado 

Llda E. Fitch Laramie, Wyoming 
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Connecticut. 

Maria M. C. Richards Unionville 

Emma D. Parsons New Britain 

Florence L. Haydn Merlden 

Jane C. Paltz PlantsvlUe 

Idaho. 

Nellie G. Spofford Boise City 

Annie Myrick 

Illinois. 

Inez J. Bender Decatur 

C. E. Gilson Chicago 

Leah Strang Chicago 

Clara W. Harral . . , Aurora 

Julia G. Sine Rockford 

Margaret I. Sandes Chicago 

Indiana. 

Edith Dickey Greensburg 

Flora Wulschner Indianapolis 

Gertrude L. Mitchell New Castle 

Mattie S. Hobbs Salem 

Anna L. Walker Indianapolis 

Iowa. 

Hattie M. Rollett Fort Madison 

Florence M. Griffith Mt. Pleasant 

Elizabeth Harding Clinton 

Fannie E. Warden Burlington 

Kansas. 

Mary L. Matthews Cawker City 

Helen M. Edwards Lawrence 

Maggie A. Shaw Dodge City 

Cornelia During Lawrence 

Kentucky. 

Lucy Crawford Louisville 

Martha F. Webb Bowling Green 

Louisiana and Mississippi. 

Laura S. Remage Jennings, La. 

Sarah Miller Natchez, Miss. 
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Maine. 

Belle J. Palmer Monroe 

M. Antoinette Millett Gorham 

Hannah E. Small Biddeford 

Maryland. 

Mary E. Frey Clayton 

Julia A. Birch Baltimore 

Lizzie O. Buchta Baltimore 

Massachusetts. 

M. Susie Goodale Medford 

Emily L. Clark Northampton 

Abbie T. Usher Newburyport 

Sarah J. Ross Roxbury 

Carrie S. L. Bagley . Fitchburg 

Katherine E. Stillings Dorchester 

Addie A. Nottage East Boston 

Hattie A. Ralph Somerville 

Anna E. Bowditch Plymouth 

Maria W. Going Charlestown 

Etta A. Lockhart East Cambridge 

Lizzie F. Mudgett Lynn 

Emma F. Hutchins Charlestown 

Leocardia F. Flowers Cambridge 

Emma F. Lowd Salem 

Margie E. B. Hutchins Boston 

Flora E. Smith . . Cohrain 

Dorcas H. Lyman Brighton 

Eva T. Cook Gloucester 

Anna F. Shannon Haverhill 

Helen A. Brigham Hyde Park 

Annie M. Warne Waltham 

Frances B. Derby . Springfield 

Phoebe A. Moore Lynn 

Mary E. Adams Lynn 

Michigan. 

M. Jennie Carpenter Saginaw 

Emma Bower Ann Arbor 

Kate Collins Howell 

Adelaide Wallace Detroit 
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Minnesota. 

Lnla A. Becker ... St. Paul 

Mary H. Kendall Minneapolis 

Harriet E. Reeves Minneapolis 

Marion Salisbury Minneapolis 

Flora S. Wilson Red Wing^ 

Lena Sheire St. Paul 

Jennie A. CliflTord Northfleld 

Elizabeth Beach Tracy- 
Missouri. 

Mary U. Birdseye Nevada. 

Belle Seaman St. Lonia 

Belle M. Satterly St. Louis 

Montana. 

Ruth A. Burton Butte 

Isabella Eirkendall Helena 

Nebraska. 

Ada Brown Hastings 

Alice C. Dilworth Lincoln 

Abbie A. Adams Superior 

Louise Durst . Monroe 

New Hampshire. 

Parthenia W. Becker Lebanon 

Mattie A. Mason Portsmouth 

Lydia A. Scott Manchester 

M. Lizzie Foster Milford 

New Jersey. 

Anna J. Higgins Flemingtott 

Sarah E. McCall Paterson 

Mattie Appleby Old Bridge 

Elizabeth McVoy Plainfleld 

New York. 

Satira Patterson Rochester 

Jennie P. Shepard Seneca Falls 

Jennie Ryan Syracuse 

Ada G. Mohr Brooklyn 

Eudora I. Outterson Watertown 
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North Dakou. 

Alice N. Creel Devil's Lake 

Sue R. Caswell Grand Forks 

Ohio. 

Anna O. Carroll Defiance 

Angerona Thrift Lima 

Selina F. Springsteen Cleveland 

Hannah M. Gahagan Troy 

Jessie Hubbard Ashtabula 

Kate G. Raynor Toledo 

Anna M. Hobson Athens 

Oklahoma. 

Lou F. Jones Perry 

Carrie Seeley Kingfisher 

Oregon. 

Kitty Coe Hood River 

Jennie Russell The Dalles 

Pennsylvania. 

Emma L. Lindsey Warren 

Charlotte J. Cumings • Tidioute 

Maria L. Mnmford Mauch Chunk 

Jennie Aldinger Philadelphia 

Potomac. 

Augusta C. Starkey .... Washington, District of Columbia 
Joanna W. Turner .... Washington, District of Columbia 
Eva Chase Washington, District of Columbia 

Rhode Island. 

Ella F. Burt East Providence 

Bessie M. Seymour Barrington Centre 

Emily F. Fish Pawtucket 

Julia F. Turner Providence 

South Dakota. 

Belle Chase Blunt 

Inez M. Owens Chamberlain 

Tennessee. , 

Delphine Pearsall Harrlman 

Janie M. S. Case Chattanooga 
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Texas. 

Josephine Hobb San Antonio 

Vera H. Conger Waco 

Vermont. 

Helen M. Blake Swanton 

Charlotte A. H. Thompson St. Johnsbury 

Frances D. Ormsbee Brandon 

Ada H. Baker Rutland 

Washington and Alaska. 

Lizzie Crowe Walla Walla 

Margaret Freeman Spokane 

Bessie Hooker . . Seattle 

West Virginia. 

Maggie Williamson Belleville 

Mary C.Leeds Grafton 

Wisconsin. 

Celestia L. Edwards Oconomowoc 

Sarah R. Bush Menomonie 

Lettie F. Withers Eau Claire 

Lucinda C. Burchard . Fort Atkinson 

Canada. 
Maria Young Montreal, Province of Quebec 

National Aides — Detached G>rps« 

Arizona. 

Adalrvin Phoenix 

Carrie L. N. Thompson Globe 

Pauline M. O'Neill Prescott 

Florida. 

Josie Patrick St. Petersburg 

Orpha Baldwin-Bruce Tampa 

Sarah J. Glenn Tampa 

Amanda Poinsett Key vVest 

Mary E.Waller Jacksonville 
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Georgia. 

Alma Wood Tallapoosa 

Hattle Dempcy Fitzgerald 

Laura Singleton Savannah 

North Carolina. 
Phoebe Jones Elizabeth City 

South Carolina. 

Susan Wallace Beaufort 

Hattie O. Pugh Charleston 

Mary E. Brown Hilton Head 

Utah. 

Nellie J. Donovan Salt Lake City 

Henrietta Griffiths Ogden 

Virginia. 

Katie M. Russell Richmond 

Otelia Grandy Norfolk 

Ellen Collins ... Norfolk 

Mary Grimes Portsmouth 

Mary E Smith Norfolk 

Rosetta Denny Princess Anne 

Sarah Giddings ... Eastville 

Emma Jane Bolt Deep Creek 

Mary E. Parker .... .... Hampton 

Mary J Finney Onancock 

Maggie F. Carter Franktown 

Mary E. Davis Mappsville 

Sarah A. Baylor . . • Phoebus 

Martha C Baker Portsmouth 

Jennie Sykes Wallaceton 



Assistant National Inspectors* 



California and Nevada, 

Colorado and Wyoming, 

Connecticut, 

Illinois, 

Indiana, 

Iowa, 

Idaho, 

Kansas, 



Geraldine E. Frisbe, 
Laura S. Dodge, 
Nellie M. L. Hommediew, 
Miss Anna Stuart, 
Loretta J. Gorsuch, 
Sarah L. Rothrock, 
Sadie Thompson, 
Narcissa Hill, 



Menlo Park, Cal. 

Boulder, Col. 

Meriden 

Cairo 

South Bend 

Cedar Rapids 

Lewiston 

Beloit 
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Eentncky, 

Louisiana and Mississippi, 

Maine, 

Maryland, 

Massachusetts, 

Michigan, 

Minnesota, 

Missouri, 

Montana, 

Nebraska, 

New Hampshire, 

New Jersey, 

New York, 

North Dakota, 

Ohio, 

Oklahoma, 

Oregon, 

Pennsylvania, 

Potomac, 

Khode Island, 

South Dakota, 

Tennessee, 

Texas, 

Vermont, 

Washington and Alaska, 

West Virginia, 

Wisconsin, 



Amanda M. Davis, 
Ella Hosband, 
Hattie C. Sprague, 
M. Virginia Worth, 
Mary G. Deane, 
Anna L. Shakespeare, 
Eunice M. Quick, 
Mary E. Stark, 
Ella M. EdsaU, 
Kate Pond, 
Augusta S. Bennett, 
Jennie E. Brokaw,. 
Harriet A. Lathrop, 
Carrie Haley, 
Mary A. Lyon, 
Josephine Taylor, 
Susie Talmage, 
Hannah P. Brown, 
Gladys L. Thompson, 
Emilie P. Wilson, 
Rose Pease, 
Alida Rule, 
Julia Harned, 
Ella M. Roberts, 
Eva St. C. Osborne, 
Mary Hanson, 
Belle W. Chapin, 



Virginia, 



For Special Wotk in the Soufh« 
Amelia F. Colgan, 



Newport 

New Orleans 

Bangor 

Baltimore 

Fall River 

Kalamazoo 

St. Paul 

Hannibal 

Bozeman 

Red Cloud 

Manchester 

Plainfleld 

Syracuse 

Devil's Lake 

Dayton 

Perry 

McMinnviUe 

Harrisburg 

Washington 

Bristol 

Watertown 

Knoxville 

Dallas 

Montpelier 

Tacoma, Wash. 

Buckhannon 

Milwaukee 



Hampton 



National Press G>rtespondent« 



Kate B. Sherwood 



Canton, Ohio 
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Roster of Departments. 



California and Nevada — 57 Corps — 2,75a Members. 



Department President, 
Department Secretary, 
Department Treasurer, 



Laura J. Robinson, 
Lizzie M. Hatch, 
Susie J. Harris, 



San Francisco 

San Francisco 

Santa Cruz 



Colorado and Wyoming — 42 Corps — 1,464 Members. 



Department President, 
Department Secretary, 
Department Treasurer, 



Ella L. C. Dwlnell, 
Marion Sutton, 
Clara Rapp, 



Colorado Springs 

Colorado Springs 

Denver 



Connecticut — 48 Corps — 2,805 Members. 



Department President, 
Department Secretary, 
Department Treasurer, 



Lizzie H. Arnold, 
Charlotte E. Wright, 
Jane C. Pultz, 



Idaho — 9 Corps — 215 Members. 



Department President, 
Department Secretary, 
Department Treasurer, 



Mattie D. Budlong, 
Lillie M. Nesbitt, 
H. Mary Warren, 



Illinois — 234 Corps — 8,868 Members. 



Department President, 
Department Secretary, 
Department Treasurer, 



Mary E. McCauley, 
Myrtle McCauley, 
Helen F. Bristol, 



Indiana — 185 Corps — 6,313 Members. 



Department President, 
Department Secretary, 
Department Treasurer, 



Mary A. Sims, 
Mary E. Brumbaugh, 
Kate D. Campbell, 



Department President, 
Department Secretary, 
Department Treasurer, 



Iowa — 247 Corps — 9,408 Members. 

Helen R. Griffith, 
Florence M. Griffith, 
Helen E. Longley, 



New Haven 

New Haven 

Plantsville 



Coeur d'Alene 

CoBur d*Alene 

Post Falls 



Olney 

Olney 

Quincy 



Frankfort 
Frankfort 
Frankfort 



Mt. Pleasant 

Mt. Pleasant 

Marshalltown 
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Kansas — 234 Corps — 6,552 Members. 

Department President, Julia A. Cliase, Hiawatha 

Department Secretary, C. Belle Cliase, Hiawatha 

Department Treasurer, Helen A. Edwards, Lawrence 

Kentucky — 29 Corps — 577 Members. 

Department President, Belle Ross Ludwig, West Covington 

Department Secretary, Hannah Donaldson, Ludlow 

Department Treasurer, Lottie Vincent, Covington 

Louisiana and Mississippi — 21 Corps — 551 Members. 

Department President, Selina Grey, New Orleans 

Department Secretary, Alice Ruth Moore, New Orleans 

Department Treasurer, Lavina Debose, New Orleans 



Maine - 

Department President, 
Department Secretary, 
Department Treasurer, 

Maryland - 

Department President, 
Department Secretary, 
Department Treasurer, 



-56 Corps — 2,009 Members. 

Belle J. Palmer, 
Helen M. Nealey, 
Mary E. Ritchie, 

-20 Corps — 574 Members. 

Kate Johnson, 
Lizzie O. Buchta, 
Agnes Zentz , 



Massachusetts — 168 Corps — 13,509 Members. 

Department President, Helen A. Brigham, 

Department Secretary, Mary E. Elliot, 

Department Treasurer, Sarah E. Fuller, 



Michigan — 

Department President, 
Department Secretary, 
Department Treasurer, 

Minnesota - 
Department President, 
Department Secretary, 
Department Treasurer, 



-238 Corps — 7,549 Members. 

Manda J. Halsted, 
Cora L. Drake, 
Flora L. Stahley, 

-100 Corps— 3,377 Members. 
Marie Hasenwinkle, 
Mary H. Kendall, 
Mary A. Horrigan, 



Missouri — 82 Corps — 2,116 Members. 
Department President, Lucinda A. Scott, 

Department Secretary, Marion B. Bisbee, 

Department Treasurer, Mary H. Shepherd, 



Monroe 
Monroe 
Monroe 



Baltimore 
Baltimore 
Baltimore 



Hyde Park 

Somerville 

Medford 



Concord 
Concord 
Concord 



St. Paul 
Minneapolis 
Minneapolis 



Moberly 

Moberly 

Brookfleld 
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Montana — 8 Corps — 273 Members. 

Department President, Amitys P. Manchester, South Butte 

Department Secretary, Jessie Bradley, South Butte 

Department Treasurer, Mary A. Sires, Great Falls 

Nebraska — 150 Corps — 3,63a Members. 

Department President, Rosalie B. Condon, Pawnee City 

Department Secretary, Mary B. Cook, Lincoln 

Department Treasurer, Annie F. Church, North Platte 

New Hampshire — 71 Corps — 3,869 Members. 

Department President, Sophia E. Dodge, Amherst 

Department Secretary, Flora A. Hanson, Amherst 

Department Treasurer, Sarah R. Wilson, Amherst 

New Jersey — 24 Corps — 720 Members. 

Department President, Mary M. Morse, Plainfleld 

Department Secretary, Lottie A. Walker, Plainfleld 

Department Treasurer, Elizabeth A. McVoy, Plainfleld 

New York — 220 Corps — 7,194 Members. 

Department President, Annie P. Cleary, Rochester 

Department Secretary, Sarah E. Fulton, Rochester 

Department Treasurer, Eraeline M. Chaffee, Syracuse 

North Dakota — 12 Corps — 366 Members. 

Department President, Kate G. Vallandingham, Valley City 

Department Secretary, Jessie E. Gordon, Valley City 

Department Treasurer, Marilla D. Johnson, Valley City 

Ohio — 315 Corps — 11,226 Members. 

Department President, Emma F. Cressinger, Ashland 

Department Secretary, Ella M. Williamson, Ashland 

Department Treasurer, Jeannette Mann, Ashland 



Oklahoma — 11 Corps — 146 Members. 
Department President, Olive M. Laux, 

Department Secretary, Aida L. Adams, 

Department Treasurer, Sarah A. Wedge, 

Oregon — 35 Corps — 921 Members. 
Department President, Sarah M. McCown, 

Department Secretary, Jennie B. Harding, 

Department Treasurer, Fannie L. Cochran, 



Oklahoma City 

Oklahoma City 

Hennessey 



Oregon City 
Oregon City 
Oregon City 
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Pennsylvania — 147 Corps, — 4*700 Members. 
Department President, Fannie A. Boyden, Susquehanna 

Department Secretary, Abbie Lynch, Allegheny 

Department Treasurer, Martha Sherman, Kendall Creek 

Potomac — 9 Corps — 641 Members. 
Department President, Annie W. Johnson, Washington, D.C. 

Department Secretary, Ida L. Chase, Washington, D.C. 

Department Treasurer, Anna V. Thompkins, Washington, D.C. 

Rhode Island — 20 Corps — 824 Members. 

Department President, Julia P. Nason, Providence 

Department Secretary, Ella F. Burt, Providence 

Department Treasurer, Lizzie E. Prentiss, Providence 

South Dakota — 43 Corps — 1,106 Members. 

Department President, Adelia Hale Connor, Hot Springs 

Department Secretary, Carrie M. Cleveland, Hot Springs 

Department Treasurer, Sophronia Lucas, Hot Springs 

Tennessee — 5 Corps — 114 Members. 

Department President, Alida Rule, Knoxville 

Department Secretary, Annie M. Johnson, Dante 

Department Treasurer, Harriot E. Pitt, Knoxville 



Texas - 
Department President, 
Department Secretary, 
Department Treasurer, 



-9 Corps — 265 Members. 
Lilie F. Kline, 
Rachel Toomey, 
Minnie Converse, 



San Antonio 
San Antonio 
San Antonio 



Vermont — 74 Corps— 2,555 Members. 

Department President, A. Louise Putnam, Brattleboro 

Department Secretary, Calista H. Bangs, Brattleboro 

Department Treasurer, Lizbeth L. Retting, Brattleboro 

Washington and Alaska — 40 Corps — 926 Members. 



Ursula M. Mattison, 
Prudie E. Terrell, 
Rhoda A. Hoit, 



Tacoma 
Tacoma 
Tacoma 



Department President, 
Department Secretary, 
Department Treasurer, 

West Virginia — 11 Corps — 264 Members. 

Department President, Maria E. Leeds, Grafton 

Department Secretary, Mary C. Leeds, Grafton 

Department Treasurer, Mary J. Warthen, Grafton 

Wisconsin — 128 Corps — 4,383 Members. 
Department President, Lucinda C. Burchard, Fort Atkinson 

Department Secretary, Algenia S. Damuth, Fort Atkinson 

Department Treasurer, Elizabeth Skeel, Menomonie 
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Arizona — 3 Corps — 67 Members. 

J. W. Oweos, No. 1, President, Lonise 6. Liglitlinzer, Plioenix 

Alexander, No. 2, President, Carrie L. N. Tliompson, Globe 

Barrett, No. 3, President, Pauline M. 0*Nelll, Prescott 

Arkansas — 3 Corps — 49 Members. 

Curtis, No. 1, (Organized Feb. 6, 1896) 

President, Rebecca Hlssong, Slloam Spring 
Wlnfleld Scott, No. 2, (Organized Jan. 16, 1896) 

President, Ella Snlllyan, Eudora 

Judson, No. 4, (Reorganized Jan. 1, 1896) 

President, Ann Williams, Little Rock 

Florida — 6 Corps — 195 Members. 

B. C. Lincoln, No. 2, President, Amanda Poinsett, Key West 

Charles Gabriel, No. 3, President, Mary E. Waller, Jacksonyllle 

John A. Logan, No. 4, (Reinstated Jan. 1, 1896) 

President, Dora Morrells, St. Augustine 
A. H. Terry, No. 5, President, Eliza J. Emerson, Tampa 

P. H. Sheridan, No. 6, (Reinstated Jan. 1, 1896) 

President, Louisa Johnson, Fernandlna 
Kit Carson, No. 7, President, Eliza J. Thrall. St. Petersburg 

Georgia — 3 Corps — 135 Members. 

J. B. Steadman, No. I, President, Elsie Hlnkley, Tallapoosa 

Colony No. 2, (Organized March 4, 1896) 

President, Hattle A. Dempcy, Fitzgerald 
Robert G. Shaw, No. 3, President, Louisa Wright, Savannah 

Indian Territory — i Corps — 31 Members. 

Oarfleld, No. 1, (Name changed from Opothlaohola) 

President, Sarah C. Brldgman, Muscogee 

Edward Yass, No. 2, (Reinstated Jan. 1, 1896.) 

President, Martha J. Boots, Krebs 
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North Carolina — 4 Corps — 151 Members. 

J. C. Beecher, No. 1, President, Edith A. Godley, Newbern 

Fletcher, No. 2, President, Phoebe Jones, Elizabeth City 

Fluchers, No. 3, (Reorganized Jan. 1, 1896> 

President, Sarah A. Lawson, Washington 
J. C. Abbott, No. 4, President, Julia Telfair, Wilmington 

New Mexico— a Corps — 34 Members. 

G. K. Warren, No. 1, President, Rebecca Granger, Albuquerque 

Kearney, No. 5, President, Llna B. Parker, White Oaks 

South Carolina — 3 Corps — 122 Members. 

David Hunter, No. 1, President, Ellen Haynes, Beaufort 

Wm. N. Reed, No. 2, President, Hattie O. Pugh, Charleston 

Abraham Lincoln, No. 3, President, Nancy Christopher, Hilton Head 

Tennessee — 4 Corps — 65 Members. 

Lincoln, No 4, President, Letha Phillips, Nashville 

Isham Young, No. 5, President, Alice Holly, Knoxville 

Douglas, No. 6, (Organized April 28, 1896) 

President, Rachel T. Williams, Memphis 
Chickamaugua, No. 7, President, Lucie S. D. Sessions, Chattanooga 

Utah — 5 Corps — 129 Members. 

J. B. McKean, No. 1, President, Martha M. Campbell, Salt Lake City 
John A. Dix, No. 2, President, Mary A. Couch, Ogden 

George R. Maxwell, No. 3, President, Mary Schenck, Salt Lake City 

John A. Logan, No. 4, President, Linnie Young King, Ogden 

Wm. T. Sherman, No. 5, (Organized May 4, 1896) 

President, Josephine Kellogg, Provo 

Virginia — 19 Corps — 557 Members. 

Callioux, No. 1, President, Otelia Grandy, Norfolk 

George A. Custer, No. 2, (Organized Jan. 6, 1896) 

President, Susie Clark, Richmond 
Shaw, No. 3, President, Georgie Leonard, Norfolk 

Silas Fellows, No. 4, President, Mary J. Grimes, Portsmouth 

Lincoln, No. 5, President, Minnie Goodwin, Princess Anne 

President's address, 39 Market Square, Norfolk 
Grant No. 6, President, Frances E. Wilson, Eastville 

President's address, Bridgetown 
Draper, No. 7, President, Susan E. Overton, Deep Creek 

Garfield, No. 8, President, Mary E. Parker, Hampton 

Sherman No. 9, President, Mary J. Finney, Onancock 
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Burnslde, No. 10, 
Tracy, No. 11, 
Dahlgren No. 12, 

President, 
John A. Logan, No. 13, 
P. J. Carter, No. 14, 
W. T. Sherman, No. 15, 
Phil Kearney, No. 16, 
R. Justin Moore, No. 17, 
Mitchell, No. 18, 
Holloway No. 19, 



President, Maggie F. Carter, Franktown 
President, Mary Mundin, Berkeley 
(Reinstated Oct. 1, 1896) 
Adeline M. Williams, Norfolk 

President, Amelia F. Colgan, Hampton 

President, Virginia Parker, Mappsville 

President, Alice Collazo, Phoebus 

President, Katie M. Russell, Richmond 

President, Edith Perkins, Portsmouth 

President, Jennie Sykes, Wallaceton 

President, Nancy Bailey, Cheapside 



This Roster, in number of Corps and Membership, is based upon 
returns made to National Secretary, December 31, 1895, with all De- 
tached Corps organized and all appointments since that date added 
thereto. The apportionment of delegates to the National Convention 
has been made from the same data. 
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National Executive Officers 



G.H.R.— Inl.R.C. 



1883- DENVER, COLO. 



Robert B. Beath, 

Commander-in- Chief t 

Philadelphia, Pa. 
J. M. Yanberslicb, 

Adjutant'GeneraU 

Philadelphia, Pa. 
John Taylor, 

QuartemMster-General^ 

Philadelphia, Pa. 



E. Florence Barker, 

National President^ 

Maiden, Mass. 
Sarah E. Fuller, 

National iSecretary^ 

Boston, Mass. 
LizABETH A. Turner, 

National Treasurer, 

Boston, Mass. 



1884.- MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. 



John S. Kountz, 

Commander-in- Chief, 

Toledo, O. 
W. W. Alcorn, 

Adjutant' General^ 

Toledo, O. 
John Taylor, 

Quartermaster- General, 

Philadelphia; Pa. 



Kate B. Sherwood, 

National President, 

Toledo, O. 
EBfMA D. Sibley, 

National Secretary, 

Toledo, O. 
LiZABETH A. Turner, 

National Treasurer, 

Boston, Mass. 



1885.- PORTLAND, ME. 



Samuel S. Burdett, 

Commander-in- Chief, 

Washington, D.C. 
John Cameron, 

Adjutant-General^ 

Washington, D.C. 
John Taylor, 

Quartermaster- General, 

Philadelphia, Pa. 



Sarah E. Fuller, 

National President^ 

Boston, Mass. 
Eleanor B. Wheeler, 

National Secretary^ 

Boston, Mass. 
LiZABBTH A. Turner, 

National Treasurer, 

Boston, Mass. 
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1886.- SAN FRANCISCO, CAL. 



♦Lucius Fairchild, 

Commander-in- Chiefs 

Madison, Wis. 
E. B. Gray, 

Adjutant-General^ 

Madison, Wis. 
John Taylor, 

Quartermaster- General, 

Philadelphia, Pa. 



Elizabeth D'Arcy Einnb, 
. National President^ 

San Francisco, Cal. 
Nellie G. Backus, 

National Secretary^ 

San Francisco, Cal. 
LiZABBTH A. Turner, 

National Treasurer^ 

Boston, Mass. 



1887.- ST. LOUIS, MO. 



John P. Rea, 

Commander-in- Chiefs 

Minneapolis, Minn. 
Daniel Fish, 

Adjutant- General , 

Minneapolis, Minn. 
John Taylor, 

Quartermaster- Gen eral, 

Philadelphia, Pa. 



Ebima Stark BLampton, 

National President, 

Detroit, Mich. 
Ar&hlla a. Cheney, 

National Secretary, 

Detroit, Mich. 
LizABETH a. Turner, 

National Treasurer, 

Boston, Mass. 



1888.- COLUMBUS, O. 



William Warner, 

Commander-in- Chiefs 

Kansas City, Mo. 
Eugene F. Wiegel, 

Adjutant- General^ 

Kansas City, Mo. 
John Taylor, 

Quartermaster- General , 

Philadelphia, Pa. 



Charity Rusk Craig, 

National President, 

Viroqua, Wis. 
Hettie M. Nichols, 

National Secretary, 

Viroqua, Wis. 
LiZABETH A. Turner, 

National Treasurer, 

Boston; Mass. 



1889.- MILWAUKEE, WIS. 



Russell A. Alger, 

Commander-in- Chiefs 

Detroit, Mich. 
Geo. H. Hopkins, 

Adjutant- General, 

Detroit, Mich. 
John Taylor, 

Quartermaster- General, 

Philadelphia, Pa. 



Annie Wittbnmyer, 

National President, 

Sanatoga, Pa. 
Abbie Lynch, 

National Secretary, 

Allegheny, Pa. 
Armilla a. Cheney, 

National Treasurer, 

Detroit, Mich. 



• Deceased. 
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1890 -BOSTON, MASS. 



Wheelock G. Veazby, 

Commander-in- Chief j 

Rutland, Vt. 

J. H. GOULDING, 

Adjutant' General y 

Rutland, Vt. 
John Taylor, 

Quartermaster- General, 

Philadelphia, Fa. 



Maby Sears McHenry, 

National President^ 

Deuison, la. 
Hannah R. Plimpton, 

National Secretary, 

Denison, la. 
Armilla a. Cheney, 

National Treasurer, 

Detroit, Mich. 



1891 -DETROIT, MICH. 



John Palmer, 

Commander-in- Chief 

Albany, N.Y. 
Frederick Phisterer, 

Adjutant- General, 

Albany, N.Y. 
John Taylor, 

Quartermaster- General, 

Philadelphia, Pa. 



Sue a. Pike Sanders, 

National President, 

Delavan, 111. 
Ella Code an. 

National Secretary, 

Delavan, 111. 
Armilla A. Cheney, 

National Treasurer, 

Detroit, Mich. 



1892-WASHINGTON, D.C. 



A. G. Weissert, 

Commander-in- Chief, 

Milwaukee, Wis. 
E. B. Gray, 

Adjutant- General, 

Milwaukee, Wis. 
♦John Taylor, 

Quartermaster-General, 

Philadelphia, Pa. 



Margaret Ray Wickins, 
National President, 

Sabetha, Kan. 
Flora Preston Hogbin, 
National Secretary^ 

Sabetha, Kan. 
Armilla A. Cheney, 

National Treasurer, 

Detroit, Mich. 



1893-INDIANAPOLIS, IND. 



John G. B. Adams, 

Commander-in- Chief, 

Lynn, Mass. 
♦James F. Meech, 

Adjutant-General, 

Lynn, Mass. 
Louis Wagner, 

Quartermaster- General, 

Philadelphia, Pa. 



♦Sarah C. Mink, 

National President, 

Watertown, N.Y. 
Sarah E. Phillips, 

National Secretary, 

Syracuse, N.Y. 
Armilla A. Cheney, 

National Treasurer^ 

Detroit, Mich. 



♦Deceased. 
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1894-PITTSBURQH, PA. 



Thomas G. Lawlbr, 

Command er-in- Chief, 

Rockford, III. 
C. C. Jones, 

Adjutant' General , 

Rockford, 111. 
J. W. Burst, 

Quartermaster-General, 

Rockford, III. 



Emma R. Wallace, 

National President, 

Chicago, 111. 
Jennie Bross, 

National Secretary, 

Chicago, III. 
Armella a. Cheney, 

National Treasurer^ 

Detroit, Mich. 



1895-LOUISVILLE, KY. 



Ivan N. Walker, 

Commander-in- Chief, 

Indiauapolis, Ind. 
iRViN Bobbins, 

Adjutant-General, 

Indianapolis, Ind. 

A. J. BURBANK, 

Quartermaster-General, 

Chicago, 111. 



LiZABETH A. Turner, 

National President^ 

Boston, Mass. 
Harriette L. Reed, 

National Secretary, 

Boston, Mass. 

ISABELLE T. BaGLEY, 

National J'reasurer, 

Zanesville, O. 



1896-ST. PAUL, MINN. 



Thaddeus S. Clarkson, 

Commander-in- Chief, 

Omaha, Neb. 
Charles E. Burmester, 

Adjutant-General, 

Omaha, Neb. 

A. J. BURBANK, 

Quartermaster- General, 

Chicago, 111. 



Agnes Hitt, 

National President^ 

Indianapolis, Ind. 
Ida S. McBride, 

National Secretary^ 

Indianapolis, Ind. 

ISABBLLE T. BaGLEY, 

National Treasurer, 

Zanesville, O. 
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